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Welcome home.

Lake Lawn Resort is your home for year-round lakeside fun!
 

Our 270-acres of natural beauty and 2 miles of shoreline
provide the perfect backdrop for family fun, golf,

 recreation, relaxation, shopping, dining, gatherings and more.
Check out our calendar of events and book your getaway or gathering, today!

  9/1 LABOR DAY WEEKEND COOK OUT & LAWN PARTY
  9/28 MAJESTIC OAKS’ CRAFT BREW OPEN
10/12 &  13 FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL

10/25 & 26 BOOS & BREWS HALLOWEEN BASH
11/2 OLD TIME RADIO - LIVE BROADCAST
11/28 THANKSGIVING DAY FEAST

Join us this summer for these great events!

2400 East Geneva Street  |  Delavan, Wisconsin  |  262.728.7950

LAKELAWNRESORT.COM
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JANIS HARTLEY
Your Dreams, Your Goals…At the Lake, 
on the Golf Course and in the Country. 

Top 10 2018 Agent at Keefe Real Estate 
#1 2018 Geneva National Agent 

Top 2% Agent 2018 Walworth Co.

as a 2017 WI Top Transaction Agent

Want to Connect?

Recognized by RealTrends &

262.745.3630 | SELLINGLAKEGENEVA.COM

CONNECTING BUYERS AND SELLERS AT THE LAKE SINCE 2003
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DESIGN & INSTALLATION

 Patio’s & Walls • Trees, Shrubs, Perrennials

Estate Maintenance & Management

New Landscape & Renovations

Walworth County & DNR Permitting

1517 N IL Rt 47, Woodstock, IL 60098 
815-337-8200  •  stonetreelandscapes.net  •  stonetreelandscapes@yahoo.com

//  EDITOR'S PAGE  //
Dear Readers,

Welcome to our autumn issue. When I reread my letter from last autumn, it produced a range of emotions. I’d 
written enthusiastically about our Lake Dogs portfolio, yet I also confessed that our family’s beloved Golden Retriever 
had recently succumbed to cancer. Just weeks, though, after last autumn’s issue went to press, we welcomed Gus, a 
Black Labrador puppy, to our home. No longer a puppy but a 65-pound lap dog, Gus isn’t included in this year’s 
sixth annual Lake Dogs portfolio, but our talented photographer Holly Leitner has once again captured a variety of 
lake dogs, both big and small — all doing what they do best — enjoying life at the lake. 

This summer, during production of this issue, our entire staff enjoyed our annual team-building day, disconnecting from daily routines 
while having a little fun. This year we were treated to a variety of activities, including a movie at Emagine Geneva Lakes Theatre. Watching 
a movie on a big screen provides a bit of escapism, but it’s the collective experience with other moviegoers that makes it special. Writer 
Lisa Schmelz explores what movie theaters, for decades, have brought to Walworth County communities. See her story on page 74. 

On page 38 we help kick off the Williams Bay centennial celebration planned for Oct. 19, with a look back at the evolution of the village. 
And don’t miss our story about fun fall family destinations on page 104. If you have out-of-town family and friends visiting this fall to 
experience some of these places, be sure to check out our piece on The Downtower, a new, funky vacation rental that’s in the heart of 
Lake Geneva’s business district. 

As always, we love hearing what you, our loyal readers, think about At The Lake. What do you like, what can we improve? Are there topics 
you’d like to see us cover? We’ve designed a reader survey we’d like you to take at atthelakemagazine.com. It only takes a few minutes 
and once completed your name is entered into a drawing for a $25 gift certificate from Cornerstone Shop & Gallery in Lake Geneva. 

We truly appreciate any feedback you have about how to make At The Lake a better magazine. Thanks, as always, for reading.

Barb Howell, Editor



SOFT WASH CLEANING SOLUTIONS
Delivering results 4-5X more effective 

than pressure washing!

“Way beyond what was 
promised ... 
House Shampoo  
is an exceptional  
company...” 
M. Rambuski,
Woodstock, IL

“Cedar shake roof looks 
great, as does the rest of 
the house. Pleased to be 
used as a reference.”  
Dr. Navabi, Barrington, IL

“House looks amazing again!   
The roof looks perfect and our  
stone walkway looks cleaner  
than when it was installed.”

D. Wickstrom, N. Barrington, IL

SERVING THE GREATER NW CHICAGO, IL & LAKE GENEVA, WI AREAS

NO-PRESSURE - GENTLE

“Our backyard hasn’t looked  
so good since we put  

everything in. The results were 
unbelievable and I could not be 

happier. If I could give you more 
than 5 stars I would!”

B. Cutler, Long Grove, IL

“These guys are unbelievable! 
We went with the ‘full  
monty.’ The work was 
spectacular - wow!” 
G. Storandt,  
Lauderdale Lakes, WI

“We just could not be happier! Our 
cedar roof, stonework and patios … 

everything was cleaned to perfection.  
We have told at least a dozen  
friends and can’t wait to work  

with them again.”
Dr. Michael & Ruth Ramsey,  

Lake Geneva, WI

ALGAE, LICHEN, MOSS, MOLD, MILDEW ARE LIVE AND GROWING PROBLEMS

ROOFING - CEDAR - ASPHALT - SLATE - CLAY TILE – COMPOSITE ... 
SIDING - VINYL - HARDY PLANK - DRYVIT - STUCCO - ALUMINUM ...                                                                                                                                        
HARDSCAPES - PAVERS -SANDING - SEALING - BLUESTONE - LIMESTONE - BRICK - CONCRETE ... 
OTHER - DECKS - BALUSTERS - FENCING - DOCKS - FURNITURE - AWNINGS - FOUNTAINS - MONUMENTS ...

(815) 585-4745
HOUSESHAMPOO.COM

If it needs cleaning,  
House Shampoo has THE solution!

Algae & lichen 
infestation

Restored DRASTIC SAME 
DAY RESULTS!
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CHRISTINE FOX & ASSOCIATES
The Team that Sells with Heart & Knowledge

262.903.0717 cell   262.728.1013 direct
cfox@shorewest.com  •  christinefox.shorewest.com

#1 Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Dollar Volume Sold 2016, 2017 & 2018
Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Units Sold 2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018
Shorewest REALTORS® Delavan Office Units Sold & Dollar Volume 2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018 
Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Team 2017 & 2018
Awarded RealTRENDS Top 1% of All Practicing Agents Nationwide 2016, 2017 & 2018

CHRISTINE FOX IS RECOGNIZED AS

WELCOME HOME TO BAILEY ESTATES — WILLIAMS BAY, WI

MAKE YOUR HOME EXACTLY WHAT YOU WANT — CALL TODAY!

3 EASY STEPS:
1.  Pick your lot and home design — ranch or two-story. 

Choose from four ranch styles and five two-story styles

2. Visit the design center to pick the finish details.

3. Relax while we build your dream home.

THEN come to the closing table and MOVE IN!

• NO CONSTRUCTION LOAN NEEDED
• BUILDER FINANCED UNTIL CLOSING

Lender pre-approval required at time of down payment. 
See sales agent for lender recommendations.

Gets YOU into NEW CONSTRUCTION!
Why not BUILD the HOME OF YOUR DREAMS?

ONLY $20,000 DOWN

ADDITIONAL QUALITY, CUSTOM HOME SUBDIVISIONS AVAILABLE TO YOU FROM GERSTAD BUILDERS

McHenry, IL Richmond, IL Poplar Grove, ILWilliams Bay, WI



b e  p a m p e r e d .  b e  c o m p l e t e .
Book the Complete WELL Spa Package and enjoy a 4-hour session that includes:

50-minute Relax Me Massage  ■  50-minute WELL Spa Facial  
Signature Manicure  ■  Signature Pedicure  ■  Spa Lunch

G r a n d G e n e v a W e l l S p a . c o m  /  2 6 2 . 2 4 8 . 8 8 1 1  /  Grand Geneva Resor t  & Spa  /   Lake Geneva ,  WI

s p a  +  s a l o n  +  f i t n e s s
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DIGITAL PARTNERS
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		  BY ANNE MORRISSY
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		  celebration this fall  
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VISIT ATTHELAKEMAGAZINE.COM  
FOR OUR DIGITAL EDITION,  
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RETAIL PRODUCTS AND MORE.
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ULTRA-LUXURY RESIDENCES STARTING AT $1 MILLION

DEV. LICENSE #2418452   A DEVELOPMENT BY MAGELLAN DEVELOPMENT GROUP AND DALIAN WANDA GROUP
DESIGN DETAILS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

SALES GALLERY  -  345 E . WACKER DRIVE  -  CHICAGO, IL  -  BY APPOINTMENT
LEILA ZAMMATTA - MAGELLAN REALTY - 312.260.1161  - VISTACHICAGO.COM

C H I C A G O

THE TIME HAS COME TO MAKE ONE OF THESE 
HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER RESIDENCES YOUR OWN.  
MOVE-INS BEGIN 2020  

U N PA R A L L E L E D  V I E W S , 
ST Y L E  A N D  L I V I N G 

CHICAGO’S FINEST, ELEGANTLY ADORNED CONDOMINIUM HOMES OFFERING 

SWEEPING VIEWS, SUPERIOR LOCATION, AND AN UNMATCHED LIFESTYLE  

WITH EXCLUSIVE WORLD CLASS AMENITIES. 

JEANNE GANG DESIGNED 
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Visit our website and sign up for our e-newsletter at
www.atthelakemagazine.com; follow us on ...

	 @AtTheLakemag	 or become a Facebook Fan

No portion of this magazine may be reproduced without prior written permission 
by the publisher. ©2019  Nei-Turner Media Group, Inc. All rights reserved. Prepress 
services and printing by LSC Communications, Pontiac, IL.

Unsolicited material must be accompanied by return postage. At The Lake® 
magazine assumes no liability for damage or loss. 

To receive e-mail updates about At The Lake magazine, send your e-mail 
address to krouse@ntmediagroup.com.
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Northeast Corner of  
Main & Cook Streets
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 

Next to Home Depot –  
Route 12 & Highway 50
Lake Geneva, WI 53147

Property managed by Inland Commercial Real Estate Services LLC 
The Inland name and logo are registered trademarks being used under license.

Looking for shop space? Join the best in retail!  
Join Inland. Call 866-214-7500.

Bejeweled

Cold Stone Creamery

Egg Harbor Café

Paws for Treats

Potbelly Sandwich Works

So-Ho Boutique 

Summer Made  

Wild Honey Apothecary – 
NOW OPEN

Best Buy 

DaVita Dialysis

Great Clips

JoAnn Fabrics

Kay Jewelers

Mattress Firm

Maurices

Sally Beauty Supply

Target

TJ Maxx
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• Brick Pavers
• Retaining Walls
• Natural Stone
• Mulch and Compost
• Fertilizers
• Much More!

Our knowledgeable customer service staff 
can help with your landscape project.

W363 Walworth St, Genoa City, WI 53128
Located 10 minutes south of Lake Geneva at Hwy 12 & County Rd H
(262) 279-6500 • www.high-prairie.com
Delivery Available

Geneva Lakes’ premier 
supplier of landscape 
products.

Photos courtesy of Unilock.

• Brick Pavers
• Retaining Walls
• Natural Stone
• Mulch and Compost
• Fertilizers
• Much More!

Our knowledgeable customer service staff 
can help with your landscape project.

W363 Walworth St, Genoa City, WI 53128
Located 10 minutes south of Lake Geneva at Hwy 12 & County Rd H
(262) 279-6500 • www.high-prairie.com
Delivery Available

Geneva Lakes’ premier 
supplier of landscape 
products.

Photos courtesy of Unilock.

STORE HOURS:    TUE 9AM-6PM   •   WED-FRI 9AM-5PM   •   SAT 10AM-2PM
9307 South US-12, Richmond, IL   •    (Just south of Lake Geneva)

INDOOR & OUTDOOR LIGHTING   •   LEDS 

FANS   •   LAMPS & SHADES   •   BULBS

www.caravellelight.com   •   815-678-4558
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Creating Lifelong 
Memories at the Lake!

262.581.6554
dlbrongiel@keeferealestate.com

donnabrongielathome.com

 I can help you with all your Real Estate needs!
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Cedar Shake
Asphalt Shingles

Synthetics

Slate & Tile 
Custom Metal Work

Gutters
Downspouts

Skylights 

Specializing in:

Wisconsin License #1172400 | Illinois License #104.015810

 415 Broad St. #205 Lake Geneva, WI  |  388 W. Liberty St. Wauconda, IL    styleexteriors.com   262-203-5500
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CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS!

• New Boat Sales

• Maintenance / Repair Services

• In / Out Valet Service

• Boat Club

• Off-Season Storage

• Pier / Lift Services

GageMarine.com  •  262-245-5501

STORE &
WINTERIZE  
YOUR BOAT WITH GAGE
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//  CURRENTS  //

BADGER GRAD TAKES MUSICAL 
CAREER ON THE ROAD
Genevieve Heyward is living her dream as a touring recording 
artist. The 2017 graduate of Badger High School has played 
gigs from California to Texas and this fall she and her band, 
The North, will be heading to Norway for their first tour 
outside the U.S. 

When contacted this summer, Heyward was awaiting the release 
of her second album, “The River,” which is following on the heels 
of her 2017 debut record, “It’s Not Like Anyone’s Listening.” 

Her voice, both sultry and smoky, has shades of Brandi Carlile, 
Stevie Nicks and Amy Winehouse, and Heyward says she strives 
“For a rich sound and a tone that kind of punches you in the 
gut — in a good way.” 

Her love of music and performing, she explains, started 
around age 6 when she would lip sync to her favorite band The 
Backstreet Boys. She started piano lessons at age 7 and at age 
12 joined School of Rock where she learned and performed 
classic songs. By age 14, Heyward had picked up the guitar 
and started covering songs, but soon she was writing her own 
melodies and lyrics.  

She says she “tried to do everything school had to offer when 
it comes to music.” Those who attended musical and theater 
performances at Badger High School from 2013-2017 probably 
remember her from choir concerts, jazz band performances, 
talent shows and the theater program. Outside of school, she 
was taking vocal, guitar and dance lessons in addition to her 

involvement with School of Rock. “Looking back,” she says, “I 
wonder how I did all of that while maintaining my grades and 
having a social life.” 

After graduation, Heyward’s family moved to Door County, 
which has been the perfect fit for her. Sturgeon Bay’s Steel 
Bridge Songfest, she explains, “is a huge reason I’m a full-time 
musician.” She adds, “It’s a magical writing festival where 30 to 
50 musicians gather for a week and write music together.” 

In fact, Heyward met her drummer and producer, Marcus Trana 
through Steel Bridge Songfest and through Trana eventually 
met guitarist Nick Hoover. They’ve both played on most of the 
songs on her latest record and have been with her for some of 
her shows. 

This summer Heyward toured non-stop through northeastern 
Wisconsin, mostly in Door County and the Fox Valley, either 
solo or with The North. 

So, what’s ahead for this emerging star? “My long-term goals 
are tour, tour, tour,” she says. “I’d love to release a new record in 
2020, but I really want to hit all the states and play some towns, 
festivals and venues I’ve never been to. I just plan on doing what 
I’m doing and see where it takes me. It’s a pretty spontaneous 
lifestyle and there’s definitely a lot of ups and downs, but I love 
it and wouldn’t have it any other way.” 

To listen to Heyward and see a selection of her music videos 
and performances, check out genevieveheyward.com or her 
Facebook page. 
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• 6 Bedroom, 5 Baths 
• Lakeside Patio

• Main Floor Master 

Your Complete Resource...
for property in the Lake Geneva Area is Contact Bob Webster today!

800-364-7579
Bob@LakeGenevaProperty.com
Keefe Real Estate, Inc.

www.LakeGenevaProperty.com

Fabulous Geneva 
Lakefront Listing

• 203’ Level Frontage
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• Lower Level Rec Room
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BEER & SPIRITS 
CELEBRATES 10 YEARS! 
The premier beer festival in 
southeastern Wisconsin, Lake Geneva 
Beer & Spirits, is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary on Saturday, Nov. 16 
from 1-5 p.m. at The Ridge Hotel. 

What started as a small beer festival with just a handful of breweries has 
now grown to encompass 35 Midwest craft breweries and distilleries 
with unlimited tastings available, according to Ashley Duchemin, 
director of events with Nei-Turner Media Group, host of the event. 

In addition to beer and spirits tastings, festival goers will be 
entertained by DJ Felix and enjoy a photo booth.  

“Anyone who loves beer and wants to have a good time should 
attend the event,” says Duchemin. “Even those that aren’t beer 
savvy will have a great time, and can enjoy distilled spirits, hard 
sodas, malt beverages and new this year – spiked sparkling water.” 

Even after 10 years, Duchemin says the enthusiasm for the event 
is still strong. “It’s fun to see the same groups of people come year 
after year. We love hearing from our guests that this is the festival 
they look forward to coming to every year!” 

Tickets are $45 for general admission; $60 for early admission; 
and $15 for designated drivers at lakegenevabeerandspirits.com. 
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Haberdapper Carries the Finest in Men’s Apparel
253 Broad Street • Lake Geneva • 262.248.7700 •  www.haberdapper.com

Peter Millar    |    Tommy Bahama    |    Southern Tide    |    Johnnie-O  
Mizzen+Main    |    34 Heritage    |    Truefitt & Hill   

SWEET SMELL OF SUCCESS
A new business in Lake Geneva’s 
downtown district is thriving and others 
around it are benefitting, too.  The 
premise of the Candle Mercantile, at 
870 W. Main St., is unlike anything else 
in the city. Customers create a custom-
scented candle and while waiting for it 
to cure they’re encouraged to enjoy all 
that Lake Geneva has to offer – from 
shopping to dining to a boat tour on 
Lake Geneva Cruise Line.  

Best friends for over 30 years, Leigh 
Ann Myers and Liz Doyle thought 
they had a solid business plan when 
they took the plunge and opened the 
store June 6, but they’ve been thrilled 
with the response from fellow business 
owners. “We’ve heard from so many 
that just say, ‘thanks’ for suggesting 
their shops and restaurants to our 
customers,” says Myers. 

Both Myers and Doyle, are veterans of 
corporate America and wanted to put 
their business expertise to work for 
themselves. The two had talked about 
several options but after Myers saw a 
similar business in Pittsburgh, the two 
decided this was the perfect venture for 
downtown Lake Geneva. 

The Candle Mercantile is about creating 
candles but so much more. Its fun, 
interactive atmosphere encourages 
collaboration as customers choose 
from 90 fragrances — everything from 
sugar cookie to bacon — to create jar 
candles, wax tarts, body scents, room 
sprays or reed diffusers. And although 
90 fragrance options might sound 
overwhelming, Myers and Doyle 
coach each customer as they select 
the scents that achieve their goal, 
whether it’s beachy and fresh or has 



BRING THE OUTDOORS IN

At Marvin, we don’t just design inspired windows and doors, we help create 
homes that inspire healthier, happier lives. 

Discover the difference that Marvin can make at your local, independent Marvin dealer at
MARVIN.COM/FIND-A-DEALER

©2019 Marvin Lumber and Cedar Co., LLC. All rights reserved. ®Registered trademark of Marvin Lumber and Cedar Co., LLC. 



24   n   atthelakemagazine.com

...More Than Just A Nursery
Breezy Hill Nursery 

Landscape Design, Installation & Maintenance
Flowers ∙ Hanging Baskets ∙ Landscape Garden Plants 

Gifts & Home Decor ∙ Bulk Mulch & Stone
Salem & Menomonee Falls 

Landscape Design & Installation | Maintenance | Irrigation | Nursery | Garden Center

www.breezyhillnursery.com | 262-537-2111 | Find Us On:  

overtones of fall with hints of cinnamon  
and apple. 

During the process, customers can 
enjoy a glass of wine or a beer as they 
fine-tune their combination of three 
fragrance oils. Once the customer is 
satisfied, the “recipe” for their scent is 
carefully documented and Doyle and 
Myers go to work to create the finished 
product. It’s at this stage they tell their 
customers to explore the downtown 
district. If they’re headed to dinner, for a 
drink or to do a little shopping, Doyle’s 
son gladly offers to deliver their creation 
to them about 90 minutes later. 

The Candle Mercantile, according to 
Myers and Doyle, is the perfect location 
for bachelorette parties, bridal and 
baby showers, birthday parties, team 
building events for businesses, holiday 
parties and girls’ night out adventures. 
Reservations are required for groups of 
five or more. 

To learn more about the business and to check 
fall hours, visit thecandlemercantile.com.

GLWA CELEBRATES 55 YEARS OF SERVICE
Since 1964, a dedicated group of Lake Geneva area women has supported those 
in need through a variety of community projects. Founded as the Lake Geneva 
Jaycettes, the organization became the Geneva Lake Women’s Association (GLWA) 
in 1986 and today continues its tradition of fundraising projects and volunteerism 
as it dedicates itself to the future of the community, according to current President 
Missy Sell. 

The organization, says Sell, is designed to raise funds through various committees 
and events that are geared to attracting a wide range of community participation. 

According to Sell, the biggest fundraiser for the GLWA is its annual Ladies Day 
Luncheon. The 17th annual event will be held Tuesday, Oct. 22 in the grand ballroom 
at Geneva National Resort & Club. Following a wine reception, silent auction, 
raffles and luncheon, 
guests will be treated to 
a special presentation by 
author and historian Leslie 
Goddard in “Becoming 
Queen Elizabeth II.” Cost 
of the event is $55 before 
Sept. 15 with a portion of 
the proceeds benefitting 
the GLWA’s philanthropic 
fund and specifically Open 
Arms Free Clinic and 
Walworth County Food/
Diaper Bank. 

GLWA Board members from left: Georgia Ichen, treasurer; 
Kathy Papcke, parliamentarian; Jenell Mroz, secretary; 
Marie Williams, vice president; and Missy Sell, president.
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Just some of those who have benefitted 
from the GLWA’s generosity include 
Twin Oaks Shelter for the Homeless; The 
Tree House/Walworth County Alliance 
for Children; Dream Team Baseball 
Program (Geneva Lakes YMCA); and 
Open Arms Free Clinic. In addition, 
the organization has also awarded over 
$30,000 in scholarships to young women 
in Walworth County since 2002. 

According to Sell, GLWA is also involved 
in community service projects like Safety 
Town, a weeklong early childhood safety 
education program. 

The GLWA, she explains, is active with the 
Walworth County Health and Human 
Services Adopt a Family program, in which 
food and gifts are provided by members 
to families in need. GLWA members also 
volunteer at the Walworth County Food 
and Diaper Bank, Lakeland Animal Shelter, 
YMCA and with Adult Special Olympics. 

If you’re interested in becoming a GLWA 
member, visit glwa.net and click on the 
membership tab.

KIDS EXPO COMES 
TO LAKE GENEVA
Although parents might not be thinking 
about a cure for this winter’s cabin fever quite 
yet, Lake Geneva Kids Expo already has you 
covered. Scheduled for Jan. 4 from 10 a.m-
4 pm. at Badger High School, this brand-
new event comes on the heels of a two-week 
school break at the end of December. 

According to event organizers there will be 
activities for toddlers to pre-teens with a 
variety of play zones set up throughout the 
school, including bounce houses, caricature 
portraits, face painting, games and more. 
Main stage entertainment will include 
interactive shows, fairytale princess sing-a-
longs and fun demonstrations. Parents will 
enjoy local vendors and businesses with 
child-related products such as toys and 
games, sports and fitness classes, learning 
aids, safety products and day care centers. 

Visit lakegenevakidsexpo.com or call 
Ashley Duchemin at 262-729-4471, ext. 
102, for more information. 

Since 1914

W3751 Builders Ct., Zenda, WI  
 262.275.6611 • LakesBrickandBlock.com

Block • Brick • Natural Stone • Fireplaces  
Manufactured Stone • Landscape Materials • Aggregates

Innovative Impact on Everyday Lives 

www.lynch-engineering.com
info@lynch-engineering.com 

262.402.5040

ENGINEERING  •  LAND SURVEYING
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License #104-003386

Cedar Rooong Company, LLC

www.CedarRooongCompany.com

L a k e  G e n e v a ’s
F i n e s t  R o o f e r

•  Trusted Since 1982  •

Repair     Restore     Replace

SPECIALIZING IN: Insurance Claim Inspections & Advocacy • Synthetics  • Slate & Tile
Asphalt • Cedar • Skylights • Restoration & Preservation • Gutters • Custom Metalwork
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Dianna Colman is full of surprises.

We’re in her bright, airy lake home she 
shares with her husband, Charles, and 
two black hunting dogs.

The burdens of philanthropy, fundraising 
and other good deeds, the latest being the 
resurrection of Yerkes Observatory, would 
weigh down most of us. Yet Dianna sits 
in a chair, hugging a pillow, looking 
surprisingly comfortable, with her lot, 
herself and the choices she’s made.

Her life has taken interesting and 
surprising twists and turns. And despite 
coming from humble beginnings, she’s 
Ivy League — a Harvard graduate no 
less. Her father, she explains, had just an 
eighth-grade education and her mother 
received her GED when Dianna was in 
high school. 

The Colman home lies between Lake 
Geneva and Williams Bay. Dianna has 
one foot in each community — for years 
she was the “picture lady” at Central 
Dennison School in Lake Geneva, which 
involved showing works of art to kids 
and talking about both the art and the 
artist, and she helped raise money for the 
Town of Linn fireboat, one of her many 
fundraising projects.

Now she’s on to Yerkes Observatory in 
Williams Bay, the “birthplace of modern 
astrophysics” that’s been in limbo ever 
since it ceased activity as an observatory 
more than a year ago. 

Dianna is president of the Yerkes Future 
Foundation, the organization trying to save 
it. Her involvement started in April 2018 
when the University of Chicago indicated 
they were closing the observatory. The idea 
shocked area residents and a community 
meeting was held. 

Chuck Ebeling, who chaired the meeting 
and serves as vice president of the Yerkes 
Future Foundation, recalls how Dianna 
was moved to action. “She called me and 
said ‘she’d been up all night’ worrying 
about the fate of the building.” Even 
though her plate was full of other projects, 
Dianna answered the call.

“She’s known as the best fundraiser for 
non-profits on the lake,” Ebeling says. 
“She’s a master at planning and an 
excellent negotiator.”

“It’s not going to be an overnight 
solution,” Dianna says of the Yerkes 
project. She acknowledges that work 
is needed on the structure, which was 
opened in 1897. “Our objective is to 
take something that everyone loves and 
respects and make it better,” she adds.

For over a year, the group has been 
negotiating with the University of Chicago, 
which owns the observatory, with the goal 
of acquiring it for the community. It’s a 
complex legal issue made more complex 
by the discovery of a document that 
indicates the observatory needs to revert to 
the Yerkes family if it ceases to be used for 
astronomical purposes.

“The family has been very open,” Dianna 
says, but until that snag gets resolved, 
fundraising has been temporarily halted.

Asked if the Yerkes project was a 
challenge, Dianna says, “I prefer the 
word tricky,” choosing a word filled 
with vibrancy instead of dread.  “I love 
the process.”

“We recognize that this is a treasure. It’s 
iconic, it’s beautiful and has amazing 
potential,” she says. “But we have to own 
it. Ultimately, I think that will happen.”

Since the reclamation project started, her 
group has been approached by dozens 
of astronomers and scientists who want 
to take part. “I’ve been touched with all 
the people around the nation who want 
to help,” she says. “We owe it to the 
area first to save it. Then we owe it to 
the astronomers and scientists who have 
been talking to us.”

Dianna steeped herself in the legal logistics 
surrounding Yerkes, delving into the 
statutes governing such projects. “This 
entire thing has been an incredible learning 
experience,” she says. “There’ve been a lot 
of words I’ve had to look up.”

Are the politics daunting? “I don’t do 
politics,” she says. “I run into it and bounce 
off of it.”

Dianna has a vision for Yerkes that 
transcends the moment. “We could do 
exactly the same things and in four or five 

BRIDGE|BUILDER
How Dianna Colman brings people together in her efforts to give back to the community 

BY JOHN HALVERSON 
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 — Two Premier —
Lakefront Homes

NEW ADIRONDACK ARCHITECTURAL-STYLE HOME on 100 feet of frontage on the North Shore of GENEVA 
LAKE. Designed by Jason Bernard and custom built with the finest quality materials and exceptional craftsmanship. 
The interior has all the newest and best finishes. Features a beamed great room with spectacular lake views, a 26 
foot high Pennsylvania river rock fireplace and reclaimed wormy chestnut floors. Spacious dining room & kitchen 
with custom cabinetry, quartzite “Taj Mahal” countertops and premium appliances. There are 5 bedrooms (could 
be 6) including two master suites, 5 full baths, 1 half bath, family room and screened porch each with natural stone 
fireplaces. There a wood burning pizza oven, large deck off the dining room with an open air covered patio room 
below. Arroyo light fixtures and premium tiles by either Walker Zanger, Tabarka or Pratt & Larson. Ludowici clay aged 
cedar 75 year guaranteed roof, copper gutters, Azek decks, Marvin windows & doors, lakeside paver stone patio with 
gas fire pit, two extra deep canopied boat slips on a brand new private pier that offers full length views of Geneva 
Lake, two garages that can accommodate 5 cars. PRICED REDUCED — $4,125,000.

MAJOR RENOVATION JUST COMPLETED!! This 8 (or 9) bedroom, 
12 bath residence was known as the “Born Free” estate with 2.96 acres 
and 100 feet of prime North Shore frontage on Geneva Lake! There is 
an incredible guest quarters that is connected to the main residence. 
Ideal for a large family or anyone who want to accommodate guests 
with privacy for all! Features include a two story great room with a 
massive stone fireplace, custom cabinetry, white oak floors in most 
rooms, new kitchen with Carrera marble countertops & backsplashes. 
New custom built dining room hutch with a wine cooler & beverage 
drawers, new lakeside open and screened porches, sauna room, 
stone terrace with fire pit, three balconies with panoramic lake views, 
great pier with large slip and sunbathing deck, and several existing 
outbuildings. As an added bonus the owner has included in the 
listing price a new, custom built 3-car garage. This home is by far the 
best value per square foot of living space currently for sale on Geneva 
Lake and is in a true estate setting. All this and more with a design 
that offers GREAT LAKE VIEWS from most rooms! — $4,165,000

JOHN LAW      |      ADAM LAW
are a family team with 40 years of experience in listing & selling 
homes on Geneva Lake.  If we can help you or your friends with  

any real estate needs in our area, please feel free to reach out to us.

JOHN  |   262.745.4500   |   johnlaw@remax.net
ADAM |   262.745.6564   |   adamlaw@remax.net

ONLY 12 HOME SITES LEFT!! This is 
a rare opportunity to own one of only 16 
exclusive single family home sites that 
are located on 58.93 acres with woods, 
meadows, wetlands and scenic views of 
Lake Como and Geneva National. This is 
truly a unique development located only 
minutes from Lake Geneva and Williams 
Bay. All the home sites offer panoramic 
views of the lake and/or the dedicated 
37.80 acres of conservancy lands, 
which will remain in their natural state 
forever. Prices start at $125,280. Call for 
more information and visit our website:  
www.lakeviewglen.com.
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HOCKEY • BASKETBALL  • TENNIS • PICKLEBALL • VOLLEYBALL & MORE

#1 in
Wisconsin!

608.279.0700
www.SportCourtWI.com

QUICK
INSTALL!

under 3 days

THE FAMILY THAT PLAYS 
TOGETHER, STAYS TOGETHER.

YOUR HOME 
GYM SPECIALIST!

• Safest Backyard Sport Court® Surface Available
• Spend quality time with your family and friends
• An Investment in Your Relationships and Home

LakeShoreSportCourt.com • 262-248-2631 

Knoll Steel, Inc.
2851 U.S. Hwy 12, Spring Grove, Il. 60081 • 815-675-9400

sales@knollsteelinc.com • www.knollsteelinc.com
Structural Steel • Precast Concrete • Residential • Commercial

Let us Bid on your next project!

years no one would care.” The real question 
is, “How do we make it a destination?” she 
asks.  Then she answers her own question. 
Dianna visualizes working with nearby 
George Williams College and making 
Yerkes a learning place where high school 
and university students can take extra 
classes, where seminars can be held, and 
to make it a haven where visiting scientists 
can talk to each other away from the hustle 
and bustle of the big city.

She has some advice for Lake Geneva 
residents who have a reclamation project 
of their own in the iconic Riviera, a former 
venue for big bands that’s fallen into 
disrepair. “Ask yourself how it’ll function 
for the next generation and the generation 
after that. Look at it in a more flexible 
way, retain the grace and the ambience. 
But look at what it could be, too. You’ll be 
better satisfied with the results.”

HER STORY
Dianna was born in Connecticut, grew up 
on the East Coast and claims she was “a 
pain in the neck as a teenager.”  She came 
from a blue-collar environment, yet her 
parents insisted their children go to college. 
Dianna received her undergraduate degree 
in history — a subject that’s still close to 
her heart and a fixture in her home library 
— then attended Harvard Business School 
for a master’s degree in business. She was 
recruited by S.C. Johnson in 1978 with the 
hope of becoming a “career woman.” 

“One week after I started working, I ran 
into Charles and thought ‘he’s so cute.’”  
They married in 1980. 

After the couple had a daughter, Dianna 
became the business manager for The 
Prairie School in Wind Point, Wisconsin, 
a private college-prep school started by 
the S.C. Johnson family. Charles was 
transferred to Brazil where the family lived 
for three years. Dianna learned Portuguese 
and became business manager of a school 
in Rio de Janeiro. When the Colmans 
came back to the states, Dianna went back 
to The Prairie School for another five years.

Dianna’s involvement in the Geneva Lakes 
area started after the Colmans moved to 
their current home permanently, after 
several years of keeping it as a summer 
getaway. Dianna chose raising their 
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Lake Geneva’s Newest Shopping Destination 
731 West Main Street • 262-812-4101 • crgoodfinds.com

daughter over work and wondered what 
else she should be doing with herself.

“I knew if all I did was sit alone in the 
house, I’d go crazy,” she said. “I wanted 
to figure out where I would fit in.”

A friend suggested Dianna take a look at 
Holiday Home Camp, which is close to 
the Colman home. Dianna did and she 
became chairperson of the camp, which fed 
a dual passion — children and education. 
During her tenure, Holiday Home tore 
down old cabins, built a health center and 
made other changes. 

Dianna’s plate kept filling up as she 
volunteered at the Central Denison 
Library.  “It was a time to clear my head 
and think of something other than grocery 
shopping as my next project,” she says. 

More recently, she’s been involved with 
raising money for the Town of Linn 
fireboat, a similar project in Fontana, 
the Lake Geneva Garden Club and the 
Geneva Lake Association. “I’m also 
helping with the Melges-Rowe 2020 

Olympic Campaign. “Those boys are 
working so hard for their goal,” she adds.

“I have to feel as if I am helpful and feel 
like I can be sincere and passionate,” she 
explains. “I can’t convince someone to do 
something if I don’t have my heart in it.”

Does she ever say no to a volunteer 
opportunity? “Yes, I do,” she says with a 
smile. “I tell them, no offense, but I’m 
busy.” No one can argue with that.

A LOVE AFFAIR WITH THE AREA
Dianna feels the Geneva Lakes area “is 
incredibly conducive to learning because 
people are relaxed. It’s just a wonderful 
place to be.”

As for hobbies, she and her husband are big 
readers. She’s currently reading Doris Kearns 
Goodwin’s book on leadership. She likes 
mysteries and books in the Tom Clancy vein, 
too. They both also have a musical bent. The 
Colmans and another couple bought School 
of Rock in Williams Bay seven years ago and 
turned it into Rock Central, a non-profit for 
kids who are interested in music but can’t 

afford lessons. “Some of the kids have guitars 
bigger than they are,” Dianna says. “Our 
main job is to supply Kleenex to the parents 
when they watch their children perform.”

Their involvement led to the creation of an 
adult group, and now the Colmans perform 
in the area with ten other adult musicians; 
Charles plays guitar and she sings. Dianna 
and her sister are also big fans of NCAA 
basketball, including the Wisconsin 
Badgers. “I didn’t go to Wisconsin but I 
love watching them play,” Dianna says.

Her humble beginnings, her education, her 
reading and appreciation for history provide 
her with lessons for the present. Add in her 
work experience and Dianna has been able to 
parlay all these attributes in ways that allow 
her to relate to a wide spectrum of people. 

“I keep asking myself,” she says, “How do 
I bring the men at the barber shop, people 
at Daddy Maxwell’s, the philanthropists 
around the lake and the scientists from 
NASA all together?” 

The answer is self-evident. 
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262.723.7232
StebnitzBuilders.com

Upgrade your kitchen? Need more space to fit your lifestyle? 
Or just updating the look of your home? It’s your home and your dreams. 
 
PERFECTING THE ART OF LISTENING SINCE 1972

WE’RE HERE, READY TO LISTEN 
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2 0  Y E A R S  O F  E X P E R I E N C E
$ 3 2 M  S O L D  I N  2 0 1 8

LINDA TONGE

262.949.6419 |  l tonge@keeferealestate.com
GenevaLakefronts.com

Linda Tonge

GENEVA LAKEFRONT
$4,500,000 | MLS#1648257

GENEVA LAKEFRONT
$2,675,000 | MLS#1572532

GENEVA LAKEFRONT
$5,215,000 | MLS#1547592

GENEVA LAKEFRONT
$2,525,000 | MLS#1622750

GENEVA LAKEFRONT
$5,350,000 | MLS#1527839

GENEVA LAKEFRONT
$1,853,000 | MLS#1569319

GENEVA LAKEFRONT
$3,225,000 | MLS#1627768

GENEVA LAKEFRONT
$1,675,000 | MLS#1606093

SOLD IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS ON THE LAKE

# 9  R E A L  E S TAT E  A G E N T  I N  W I S C O N S I N
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On Oct. 8, 1919, the residents of Williams 
Bay packed into the local schoolhouse 
to discuss a matter of great contention: 
whether or not to incorporate Williams Bay 
as a village. Those in favor of incorporation 
argued that since being settled by Captain 
Israel Williams in the 1830s, Williams Bay 
had flourished into a tight-knit community 
that aspired to the modern improvements 
that incorporation could provide: 
sidewalks, crosswalks, streetlights. (At that 

time, the land was officially split between 
the Towns of Linn and Walworth, and 
both townships were reluctant to invest 
money in civic improvements for Williams 
Bay.) However, according to the Lake 
Geneva News, there was also “considerable 
opposition” to village incorporation — 
“the opponents charge that there is an 
attempt being made to ‘put one over’ on 
the majority of the voters and that taxes 
will be unreasonably increased.” 

 Incorporated 100 years ago, Williams Bay will 
celebrate this fall by looking back on its history 

and reveling in its sense of community 
 

BY ANNE MORRISSY
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I n a heated special election a week later, the community ultimately voted to incorporate as the Village of Williams Bay by 
a vote of 66 to 41. The following month, the first village government was elected: Storrs B. Barrett became the first village 
president, Carl Bjorge was elected the first village constable, and among the new village trustees elected was the venerated 
Dr. Edwin B. Frost, director of Yerkes Observatory. 

At the time of its incorporation, Williams Bay had a population 
of more than 450 residents and an assessed valuation of $1.8 
million, making it the most highly valued village in Walworth 
County and one of the richest in Wisconsin at the time, 
according to news reports.

This October, the village will commemorate its incorporation with 
a centennial celebration to honor the past 100 years of Williams 
Bay history. A variety of displays, activities and events are planned, 
culminating in the official Williams Bay centennial festivities on 
Saturday, Oct. 19. According to LaVerne Duncan, Williams Bay 
Historical Society board member, “The whole focus will be on 
community and fun. We’ve got a lot of years to celebrate.”

THE EARLY YEARS OF WILLIAMS BAY 
By the time Williams Bay voted to incorporate as a village 
in 1919, the community already had a long history. Starting 
in the late 1600s, the Potawatomi Indians had used the area 
around the bay as a secondary village for hunting, fishing and 
gardening, and kept a sacred burial ground near the site of the 
present-day library. White settlers began arriving in the 1830s. 
Captain Israel Williams, the village’s namesake settler, claimed 
land on the north side of Geneva Lake, ultimately establishing 
a homestead near the bay that would soon bear his name. Other 
homesteaders followed, most arriving from New England like 
Williams, though the area eventually attracted immigrants 
from places like Norway, Germany and Denmark.

Following the Great Chicago Fire in 1871, Williams Bay’s growth 
expanded. In 1874, Camp Collie (today known as Conference Point 
Camp) became the first camp to locate in Williams Bay, and several 
others followed, including George Williams College Camp in 1886, 
Holiday Home in 1887, Eleanor Camp (now Wesley Woods Retreat 
Center and Olivet Camp (now Norman B. Barr), both in 1909, and 
the Williams Bay Bible Camp (later Camp Willabay) in 1946. 

Traveling to Williams Bay from Chicago became even easier in 
1888 when the Chicago & North Western Railroad extended 
its Lake Geneva line to the village, constructing a station 
directly in front of the present-day beach on land purchased 
from the Williams family.

PHOTOS COURTESY WILLIAMS BAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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The Chicago & North Western Railroad station was conveniently 
located adjacent to the lakefront so passengers could board 
steam yachts to their summer residences or the many camps 
near Williams Bay. 
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Boar’s Head  
Deli Meat & Cheese

Organic Produce
Boutique Wines

Wisconsin Brews

NEW Green Vine  
Dining Room

Private Event Space | Catering 
 

Steamers Coffee Bar  
NOW OPEN

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
262.245.9077 | greengrocergenevalake.com
23 W. Geneva Street, Williams Bay, WI 53191

The perfect place for your 
next event.

privatoprivateevents.com

Highway 67 & Geneva St., Williams Bay, WI

cafecalamari.com
262.245.9665
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SEAFOOD.  STEAKS.

Family owned for over 20 yrs. 
Featuring our mouthwatering 
burgers and homemade pizzas. 

Chef Bryan is proud to introduce 
his new smokehouse with signature 
sandwiches. Located minutes from 

downtown Lake Geneva overlooking 

choice for great food, drinks, and good times! 
262-245-9665 

Highway 67 & Geneva St.  Williams Bay, WI
Open 7 days a week at 5:00 p.m.

Experience  one of Geneva Lake area’s finest 
restaurants. Café Calamari. Located just ten minutes from 
downtown Lake Geneva it is considered a Mecca of fine 
casual dinning. With the perfect marriage of wine and food 
enjoy your evening in a cozy corner or outside on the patio 
over looking scenic Geneva Lake.

Experience  one of Geneva Lake area’s finest 
restaurants, Café Calamari. Located just ten minutes from 
downtown Lake Geneva it is considered a mecca of fine, 
casual dining. With the perfect marriage of wine and food 
enjoy your evening in a cozy corner or outside on the patio 
overlooking scenic Geneva Lake.

Family owned for over 20 yrs. 
Featuring our mouthwatering 
burgers and homemade pizzas. 

Chef Bryan is proud to introduce 
his new smokehouse with signature 
sandwiches. Located minutes from 

downtown Lake Geneva overlooking 

choice for great food, drinks, and good times! 
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Homemade Pizzas.
Signature Drinks.

HARPOONWILLIES.COM
262.245.6906
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Saturday & Sunday at 11 a.m.

open daily at 5 p.m.



The extension of the train line not only brought 
more visitors, but introduced new cultural and 
business opportunities to the community as well. In 
1896, the University of Chicago began construction 
of Yerkes Observatory to house the world’s largest 
refracting telescope, the presence of which attracted 
many of the top minds in astrophysics to Williams 
Bay. And by the 1910s, the village boasted two ice-
cutting companies and a lumber company, as well as 
a growing business district that included a grocery 
store, general store, pharmacy, ice cream parlor and 
a gas station.

A VILLAGE WITH FAMOUS VISITORS
Shortly after incorporating as a village in 1919, 
Williams Bay received a very famous visitor: Albert 
Einstein, one of the greatest scientific minds of 
all time. While visiting the University of Chicago 
as part of a two-month American tour in 1921, 
Einstein made a day trip to Yerkes Observatory, 
staying long enough to pose in front of the telescope 
with Yerkes’ staff in a now-famous photograph. 

In fact, over the past 100 years, Williams Bay has 
played host to several people who were famous or 
went on to become so: In 1949, Oscar-winning 
actor Paul Newman got his start in the theater 
industry while performing in summer stock 
productions at the Belfry Theatre, which had 
opened in Williams Bay in 1934 as a summer 
outlet for the Chicago-area theater community. 
(According to local reports, Newman met his first 
wife at the bar at Williams Bay landmark Bay 
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PHOTOS COURTESY WILLIAMS BAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ABOVE: The Lackey Building on West Geneva Street in 
Williams Bay was built in 1905 and housed a variety of 
businesses throughout the years, including hardware and dry 
goods stores as well as the U.S. Post Office. The view to the 
east, with the lake in the distance, looks much as it does to 
today. BELOW: A view of Walworth Avenue, circa 1905, shows 
the Granzow and Peterson general merchandise and grocery 
store. A fire destroyed the building in 1912.  
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PRECISION-BUILT LUXURY CUSTOM HOMES

WAUSAU HOMES
ELKHORN
262.379.1616

ingersollg@wausauhomes.com
wausauhomes.com

WHY BUILD WITH US?
From your first design sketch to move-in 
day, the Wausau Homes Elkhorn team is 
here to make building your dream home 
a stress-free experience. 

Ingersoll Home Builders, LLC| 1448024
ON TIMEFIRM PRICEYOUR WAY

262.279.3638
W632 Hafs Road, Genoa City WI 53128 • www.hafsroadorchard.com

Open Labor Day - Thanksgiving 

Hafs Road oRcHaRd
Honeycrisp & 45 other apple varieties • Fresh sweet cider • Honeycrisp caramel apples • Pumpkins
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Shore Lodge that summer.) Within five years, Newman would 
go on to star on Broadway and was signed to a multi-picture 
contract with Warner Brothers. He was eventually nominated 
for 10 Academy Awards, winning for best actor in 1986 for 
“The Color of Money.” 

Another famous actor to get his start in Williams Bay was 
Harrison Ford, who worked as a carpenter and actor at 
the Belfry during the summer of 1964 before going on to 
enormous acting success. Beginning in 1977, Ford starred 
in two of the highest-grossing film franchises of the 20th 
century: Star Wars and Indiana Jones. In 1986, he was 
nominated for an Academy Award for best actor for his 
work in Witness. The Belfry Theatre continued to operate 
as a summer stock venue through the 1970s, training 

generations of actors, directors, and theater crews. Today it 
is the Belfry Music Theatre and hosts a busy schedule of 
music performances throughout the year.

HONORING A RICH HISTORY
In 1929, just 10 years after incorporating as a village, the 
leaders of the community welcomed another visitor of great 
importance: Simon Khaquados, then the legal head chief of 
the Wisconsin Potawatomi. His grandmother had been a 
member of the local tribe headed by Chief Maunk-suck (Big 
Foot.)  He came to Williams Bay to participate in a dedication 
ceremony of the native burial ground, where oral tradition 
indicates that two of Chief Big Foot’s wives and one of his 
children are buried. A bronze plaque commemorating the site 
still stands on Elm Street. 

Throughout the years, many famous visitors have made their way to Williams Bay. Just two years after the village was incorporated, 
Albert Einstein made a day-trip from Chicago to Yerkes Observatory. 
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FONTANADIAMONDS.COM  |  262.275.6363 
553 VALLEY VIEW DR. FONTANA, WI 53125
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Another somber event took place in the village 36 years later 
on New Year’s Eve, 1965, when a small group of local residents 
gathered at the Williams Bay train station to witness the 
final passenger train pull in from Chicago. After 77 years of 
continuous service to the area, the Chicago & North Western 
Railroad terminated its Williams Bay route due to low ridership 
and track deterioration. A few years later, the railroad suspended 
service to Lake Geneva as well. It was the end of an era. The 
train had carried generations of summer residents to Williams 
Bay and spurred the development of Williams Bay subdivisions 
catering to them: Loch Vista in 1921, Cedar Point Park in 
1922, and Oakwood Estates in 1927 among them. But by the 
1960s, Americans preferred to travel by car, and passenger rail 
travel entered a long period of decline. 

THE POWER OF NATURE
Just before the end of train service to the area, on April 11, 
1965, a powerful F1 tornado made a direct hit on Williams 
Bay, destroying $500,000 worth of property and injuring 
a handful of residents. The funnel cloud that hit Williams 
Bay that day was part of a much larger storm system which 
spawned a total of 47 tornadoes across the Midwest. It would 
come to be known as the Palm Sunday Tornado Outbreak. In 
Williams Bay, the twister narrowly missed Yerkes Observatory 
before cutting through the residential area near Sherwood 
Rest Home (later Williams Bay Care Center) and eventually 
made a path across Highway 67, seriously damaging several 
businesses there. 

According to Debra Soplanda, a founding member of both the 
Williams Bay Historical Society and the Walworth County 
Genealogical Society, as well as the History Club Adviser and the 
History Bowl Team Adviser at Williams Bay High School, “The 
Palm Sunday tornado showed the true meaning of Williams Bay 
residents caring for their neighbors, as well as the assistance of 
neighboring communities, immediately following the crisis.”

The tornado exited the village through what is now 
Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy (KNC). At the time, 
the land was still owned by the railroad, but less than a 

PHOTO COURTESY WILLIAMS BAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Some of the damage from the April 11, 1965 tornado that tore 
through Williams Bay. 
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Lake Genea Lakefront Estate 

  

 

 

#1645073 – DARIEN - DELAVAN LAKE:  This 
stunning home sitting on 8.75 wooded acres was custom 
designed. The exterior walls are well insulated & 
wrapped with plywood & not corrugated cardboard. This 
2,522 Sq Ft., 2 Bedroom, 3 Bath ranch comes with an 
additional 1,400 Sq Ft. of finished living area in the    
exposed lower level! Study/Office could be used for a 3rd 
Bedroom on the main level. There are six panel oak 
doors, oak trim & cabinets. Hard wood & ceramic floors 
throughout! The lower level provides a game room & 
entertainment area for all of your friend & family gather-
ings. There is plenty of room to add extra Bedrooms, 
work shop or a sewing room. $489,000 

Bob Rauland 262-949-5494 

#1649175 – SALEM LAKES:  Prepare to be     
impressed by the exceptional features of this       
magnificent lake country estate set on 35 acres in 
Salem Lakes. The 4 BR/3.5 Bath, 5,199 SF stately,     
all-brick home has over $335,000 of luxury upgrades 
including new portico entry; oak floors, wide base, 
trim and crown moldings; transom topped windows, 
library/wood coffered ceiling; gourmet island kitchen 
w/ quartzite tops and master suite w/ spa inspired 
bath and freestanding tub. The estate includes a 36' x 
18' in-ground pool, 100' x 60' outbuilding w/ stalls 
and tack room/office space.  $749,000 

Shari Rauland Mohr 262-745-2956 

#1648555 – TWIN LAKES:  60' of flat Lake      
Elizabeth frontage is just the beginning of this charming 
1896 sq ft, 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch home. You choose 
how your beauty begins: in the 3 season porch         
overlooking the lake, the kitchen area that allows you 
lake views while making a meal, or enjoying the meal in 
your dining room surrounded by friends, family and 
more lake views. Great Room offers the glow of a       
two-sided fireplace and warmth of the wood cathedral 
ceiling. You have an owner's suite with full bath while 
keeping the charm of old world class in the design. Brick 
Patio from Delavan Streets. Oversized 2.5 car garage for 
toys and storage. $610,000 

Connie Poggensee 262-215-7644 

#1590700 – GENEVA LAKE AREA –           
HIGHFIELD GLEN: Impressive architectural 
details, luxury appointments & exceptional 
craftsmanship combine to create this all-brick, 
walk-out ranch home in Highfield Glen           
Conservancy on a 4.03 AC wooded, sloped lot 
w/ terraced landscaping, flagstone walkways & 
outdoor living spaces. Close to the border & 
Geneva Lk. The open floor plan features        
cathedral & tray ceilings, wood floors, arched 
openings & gourmet kitchen w/ SS appliances & 
granite tops. $749,900  

Shari Rauland Mohr 262-745-2956 

Proud Supporters Of  The Rauland Agency, Inc. -REALTORS® 
www.raulandagency.com 

   262-275-2185 

#1625949 – LAUDERDALE LAKES:  One      
owner & 83' of Lake frontage on Lauderdale 
Lake. 3 Bedroom/2 Bath ranch with a finished 
lower level walk out may just be what the    
Summer ordered for you. Large 2+ car attached 
garage to store your toys & enough driveway to 
park your cars. Living Room looks out to the 
lake & has a wood cathedral ceiling w/ a wrap 
around deck. LL includes a 2nd kitchen/bar 
area, Rec room & lake views. Storage shed & 2 
piers gets you on a quieter side of the lake to 
enjoy     wildlife.  Newly Priced at $395,000 

Connie Poggensee 262-215-7644 

#1623419 – LAKE GENEVA - GENEVA             
NATIONAL:  Discover the finished lower level; 
walk the ''Village street'' &    experience ''St. 
Andrews Golf Club'', ''Billiards'', ''Lionel Train 
Hobby Shop'' & Bedroom.  Great Room with 
floor to ceiling field stone fireplace. The updated 
kitchen will delight with granite tops, island, & 
Thermador, Sub-Zero, & Bosch appliances. The 
Main Level Owner's Suite offer a Private Deck 
with Hot Tub, H&H WICs, & bath with Kohler tub 
& separate shower. Overlooking the 9th green of 
the Palmer Course.  $749,000  

Bob Rauland 262-949-5494 

S a l e m L a k e s E s t a t e . c o m  HighfieldGlenHome.com 
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MARK LARKIN
BROKER

mlarkin@keeferealestate.com
262.853.5576

lakegenevalakehomes.com

BRISTOL: Exceptional and expansive luxury estate set on nearly 20 acres w/12,000 sq ft custom 
built home. Picturesque grounds including massive pool and stocked ponds.

GENEVA LAKE:  Prestigious Snake Road lakefront 
property is an ideal location to build your dream 
lakefront estate! 2.5 acres w/gentle slope to the 
190 ft. of frontage.

BRIGHTON:  This one-of-a-kind country estate 
features 2 homes, barn, outbuildings, in-ground 
pool, tennis court, and more! Private setting on 
approximately 76 acres. 

MLS#1586438 • $2,400,000 • 5 bed | 6.5 bath

MLS#1567602 • $3,495,000 • 4 bed | 2 bath MLS#1646818 • $1,995,000 • 5 bed | 4.5 bath

GENEVA LAKE:  4BR/5BA lakefront home with 80 
ft of frontage, detached garage, boathouse and 
pier with two boat slips.

MLS#1642816 • $2,195,000 • 4 bed | 5 bath

year after the tornado passed through, the property would 
become the subject of much village debate. Following 
the railroad’s removal, the village approved two separate 
development plans for the land, including one that would 
have brought a marina several times larger than the 
current Abbey Marina to Williams Bay. However, neither 

development raised sufficient funds to proceed and the 
land sat empty until 1989, when the village leaders chose 
to purchase it, setting the parcel aside as a dedicated nature 
preserve. Today, KNC comprises 231 acres of wetlands, 
prairie, oak woods, meadow and deciduous forest and is 
open to the public.

THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
The upcoming village events surrounding 
the centennial will celebrate remarkable 
events like these, as well as many more 
moments from Williams Bay’s history. 
Beginning in September, the Williams Bay 
Historical Society will sponsor a temporary 
display at the Barrett Memorial Library 
covering the past 100 years of village history. 

Society President Pat Grove says that a 
centerpiece of their collection will be 
the newly restored 1906 Chicago & 
North Western Railroad map of the area 
recently donated to the society by Chris 
Pauley. “It was in poor condition [when 
we received it], so we’ve had the map 
restored and framed and we eventually 
hope to have it on permanent display in 
the Village Hall,” she explains. Also in 
September, the Williams Bay Business 

PHOTO COURTESY WILLIAMS BAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Just as it is today, Williams Bay was a popular vacation getaway, especially after  
the rail line was extended from Lake Geneva. Many resorts and inns dotted the  
lake shore, including the Ferndale Inn, shown in this circa 1920 photo. 
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W2795 Krueger Rd., Lake Geneva WI 53147
www.bandjlandscape.com • 262-248-3653 • office@bandjtree.com 

Landscape design and installation   ~  Lawn Management  ~  Retaining Walls 
Stone and Brick Patios and Driveways  ~  Tree Service with Certified Arborist 

Residential and Commercial Snow Removal  ~  Outdoor Lighting
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In 1915, before Williams Bay was incorporated, a new school opened on the corner of 
Congress and Collie streets. Today, the Williams Bay School District has state-of-the-art 
facilities for elementary, middle and high school students on the west end of the village. 
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Association is planning a community open house event to 
showcase local businesses.

The main centennial celebration will take place on Saturday, 
Oct. 19 in Edgewater Park and other locations throughout 
the village, and will feature a collaborative, community-wide 
roster of events. 

According to Duncan, the collaborative nature of the events 
will highlight Williams Bay’s tight-knit sense of community. 
“That’s kind of what the Bay is,” she explains. 

Soplanda agrees. “Williams Bay people care and share,” 
she adds. “The pioneering mentality that you ‘help your 
neighbor, and he’ll help you’ stands as true today as it did 
100 years ago.”

For more information on the history of Williams Bay, pick up 
“A Pictorial History of Williams Bay, Wisconsin on Beautiful 
Geneva Lake: 1836-1939,” published by the Williams Bay 
Historical Society. 

WHEN:  
Saturday, Oct. 19 

 

WHERE:  
Edgewater Park and other locations throughout 

Williams Bay 

 

A SAMPLING  
OF ACTIVITIES:  

Oktoberfest-style food festival sponsored  
by the Williams Bay Lions Club

Antique and classic car displays 

Children’s bike parade

Activity and information booths sponsored  
by local nonprofit organizations

Musical performances

Community-wide raffle 

Burial of a time capsule 

Boat tours of Williams Bay sponsored by  
Lake Geneva Cruise Line

The celebration also coincides with Williams Bay High 
School’s homecoming weekend and Calvary Community 

Church’s annual Harvest Festival.
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Fresh air and clean water brought many to the recreational and religious 
camps in Williams Bay beginning in the 19th century. 
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of Lake Geneva
      Meet Shatzie
  & Count Chocula at
Lake Geneva’s Only Winery

Studio Winery . 401 Sheridan Springs Road . Lake Geneva . 262.348.9100 . www.StudioWinery.com

Enjoy a Glass with your Pup on our Patio, or join us 
for Yappy Hour! Thursdays 4-6 June through October

WINE TASTING . LIVE MUSIC SATURDAYS 4-8 . SIP & PAINT . WINE . BEER . LIGHT BITES
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The Opal Man of Lake Geneva LLC
253 Center Street • Suite 200 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin 53147  

262.812.4076 

www.TheOpalMan.com

Voted #1  

by At The Lake reader  

online poll  

-June 2019
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//  PORTFOLIO  //

elcome to our sixth annual Lake Dogs portfolio. 
It’s our salute to lake-loving pups in the Geneva 

Lakes area, who capture the pure joy that lake 
living brings. 

Each year, as our photographer Holly Leitner 
captures these photos and we compile this 
portfolio of images, one lesson remains the same. 
Our four-legged friends are blissfully happy and 
completely carefree. They live in the moment — the 
next adventure lies just ahead and if it involves 
water all the better. 

So, sit back and enjoy our tribute to these ever-
devoted and always-entertaining family members 
— yes, they truly are a huge part of our families. If 
you’re interested in adding another pup to your pack, 
check out page 58 for Ava, Caleb and Jasper, who are 
currently residing at Lakeland Animal Shelter, but 
would love to find their forever homes at the lake! 

And don’t forget to check out our book, “Lake Dogs,” 
featuring over 100 full-color photos of dogs who call 
Geneva Lake home. Visit atthelakemagazine.com for 
more information and to order your copy. 

Wilson, White Labrador Retriever 
 
Family: Jeff and Jami Graves
Favorite Lake Activity: Swimming off the pier, retrieving his white bumper
Pet Peeve: Leaving the lake
Naughtiest Deed: Getting on the couch when he's wet

BY HOLLY LEITNER
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Priscilla, Pug 
 
Family: The Von Rabenaus
Favorite Lake Activities: Walking the path, lounging on the pier, cooling 
in the shade, swim time, listening to the quiet sounds of night 
Pet Peeve: Nothing! She's easygoing - she's on lake time! 
Naughtiest Deed: Grabbing her family's napkins off their laps and 
running away. Catch her if you can! 

Kallie, Boarder Collie-Retriever Mix 
 
Family: The Eppleys
Favorite Lake Activity: Running on the ice 
Pet Peeve: Going inside
Naughtiest Deed: Rolling in dead fish

Sadie, Rottweiler 
 
Family: The Reedys
Favorite Lake Activity:  
Blowing bubbles in the water
Pet Peeve: When her brother  
steals the toy
Naughtiest Deed: Visits the  
neighbors without an invitation 

Teddy, Rottweiler 
 
Family: The Reedys
Favorite Lake Activity: Chasing frogs
Pet Peeve: When his sister steals the toy
Naughtiest Deed: Ate his sister's collar
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Ellie, Maltipoo 
 
Family: Five loving humans
Favorite Lake Activity: People watching at Gordy’s 
Pet Peeve: Doorbell sounds on gameshows
Naughtiest Deed: Taking stuffed animals that 
don’t belong to me
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Cabo, Leonberger 
 
Family: Gregg and Jes Christenson 
Favorite Lake Activities: Swimming and 
chasing ducks
Pet Peeve: Family’s bed is too high to 
jump onto, and water without ice  
Naughtiest Deed: When she gets herself 
into the swamp in the backyard

Magic and Strider, Black Labradors 
 
Family: The Colmans 
Favorite Lake Activities: Swimming for Frisbees and “fishing” — which  
means staring at the fish off the pier then diving in to catch one. 
(They’ve never succeeded!)  
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Francis, Yellow Labrador Retriever 
 
Family: The Rigalis
Favorite Lake Activities: Jumping into Geneva Lake, swimming 
for a stick, floating and riding the waves   
Pet Peeve: When brothers Luke and Tony leave town
Naughtiest Deed: When he has to give up toys for playing catch

Gus, English Bulldog 
 
Family: Nathan and Meghan Quist
Favorite Lake Activity: Swimming! Unlike most bulldogs, 
he actually loves the water and once he’s in, it’s hard to 
get him out   
Pet Peeve: Others touching his tail
Naughtiest Deed: He’s very stubborn and sometimes if he  
doesn’t want to walk he won’t, so his family members  
have to carry him.  
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Mazy, Corgi 
 
Family: Jeff and Suzanne 
Favorite Lake Activities: Being lazy and people watching   
Pet Peeve: Mazy is a jealous little doggie. She often will try to get 
your attention if her sister is getting attention. She will also just 
push her out of the way because she is twice the size!
Naughtiest Deed: Unfortunately she loves to chew remote controls  
for the TV. No idea how many she has destroyed!

Daisy, Border Collie-Hound Mix  
 
Family: Best friend, Cheddar (Tiger cat); full-time human companion, 
Alisa Jaye; cousins Wrinkles (Shar Pei) and Bentley (Miniature 
Pincher); favorite humans, “Grandma” Laura; and Applewood family 
Favorite Lake Activities: Alternating from swimming to digging in the sand   
Pet Peeve: Doggies being euthanized. Daisy was rescued just one day 
before being put down.
Naughtiest Deed: Following her nose and running away when she 
catches the scent of something. 

Sprecher, Bernese Mountain Dog  
 
Family: The Kings
Favorite Lake Activity: Getting ice cubes  
out of the pier cooler
Pet Peeve: Getting his nails clipped 
Naughtiest Deed: Stealing his friend’s toys  
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AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION  

AT LAKELAND ANIMAL SHELTER!

CALL 262-723-1000 FOR MORE DETAILS 

AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION  

AT LAKELAND ANIMAL SHELTER!

CALL 262-723-1000 FOR MORE DETAILS 

AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION  

AT LAKELAND ANIMAL SHELTER!

CALL 262-723-1000 FOR MORE DETAILS 

Ava, German Shepherd, Age 9  
 
Favorite Thing To Do: Go on long  
walks with her favorite people   
Favorite Toy: Soft, snuggly bear
Pet Peeve: Cats!
Other Notable Attributes: Super sweet girl that  
is just looking for a friend to enjoy life with!

Jasper, Mini Dachshund Mix, Age 2  
 
Favorite Thing To Do: Play in the water
Favorite Toy: Squeaky bear
Pet Peeve: Not enough time to play in the water
Other Notable Attributes: If you want a playmate  
with boundless energy who also loves a good  
snuggle, Jasper is your man!

Caleb, Bull Terrier Mix, Age 3  
 
Favorite Thing To Do: Sit in the sunshine  
with my friends  
Favorite Toy: Peanut butter filled Kong
Pet Peeve: Not enough peanut butter in my Kong!
Other Notable Attributes: Caleb is a fun guy 
that loves to walk, explore and just sit with 
you on a bench and enjoy the sunshine!
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Buddy, Golden Retriever  
 
Family: Gail and Sam Ranzulla 
Favorite Lake Activity: Swimming
Pet Peeve: Not eating what you’re eating
Naughtiest Deed: Pulled the stuffing  
out of a sofa so it looked like it had  
snowed in the living room

Shorty, Cairn Terrier 
 
Family: Gail and Sam Ranzulla 
Favorite Lake Activity: Barking at dogs in the lake
Pet Peeve: His paws touched 
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Maggie, Golden Retriever 
 
Family: The O’Briens - Matt, Karen, 
Carly, Katelyn and Lauren
Favorite Lake Activity: Playing fetch in 
the lake in Williams Bay 
Pet Peeve: Waiting for sweet potatoes 
to come out of the oven
Naughtiest Deed: Stealing socks and 
all the cozy spots on the sofa

 

Cooper, Golden Retriever
 
Family: Kim Schaid and Andy Oja
Favorite Lake Activities: Swimming 
after his floaty toy, paddle boarding 
and boating
Pet Peeve: Walking on a leash to 
get to the lake. (Sprinting off leash 
towards the water is more his style.)
Naughtiest Deed: Stealing socks
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Millie, Cavapoo  
(Cavalier King Charles Spaniel-Poodle Mix)  
 
Family: The Foertsches  
Favorite Lake Activities: Lakeshore walks and 
swimming in the lake  
Pet Peeves: FOMO (fear of missing out) and when 
my family can’t take me everywhere with them.
Naughtiest Deed: Getting off the leash and 
running around the greens at Abbey Springs

Echo, German Shepherd  
 
Family: Six brothers and sisters - she is the baby 
Favorite Lake Activity: Watching people swim
Pet Peeve: She does not like to cuddle, unless she 
wants to cuddle 
Naughtiest Deed: Lounging on the couch and beds 
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696 Kenosha Street, Walworth (across from Sentry Foods)  |  262.275.5067  |  genevalakeundercovercanvas.com

PIER CANOPY SALES & SERVICE  
CUSTOM BOAT COVERS · PORCH CURTAINS  

MARINE UPHOLSTERY · CANVAS SEWING  
CONTRACT SEWING

 Fabricators of Custom Canvas Covers 

&

OPEN THROUGHOUT THE WINTER

262-812-4126 
www.TheBoatHouseLakeGeneva.com

2062 S LAKE SHORE DR

BAR    GRILL

CLASSIC AMERICAN CUISINE

LAKE GENEVA

CHICAGO BOAT SHOW
MILWAUKEE BOAT SHOW

JANUARY 9-13
JANUARY 18-20, 23-27

BEST BRANDS. FIRST CLASS SERVICE.

www.BoatHouseH2o.com2062 S Lake Shore Dr
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fall in love with the abbey

The perfect Lake Geneva experience starts at The Abbey Resort and 

Avani Spa. Whether you're relaxing at Avani's atrium pool after a day of 

rejuvenating spa treatments, boating on the beautiful lake or enjoying 

fresh fare and live entertainment at our outstanding restaurants, The 

Abbey Resort is your ideal Lake Geneva escape this fall season. 



A one-time office building is reimagined as 
a downtown Lake Geneva vacation home 

brimming with funky vintage décor 
 

BY SHELBY DEERING
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHANNA WOLF 
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S ince the early 20th century, a large building in 
downtown Lake Geneva, adjacent to the White 
River, has had a quiet presence. It’s experienced 
several incarnations over the years, including a 

bridal shop, an office, among others. Even though its 
location on West Main Street is one of the busiest areas 
in the city, many could not describe it. Once white and 
nondescript, with loose siding and visible wear and 
tear, it was an easy, unassuming drive-by. 

Today, the building is living out its next act, as an 
eclectic-chic vacation rental perfectly suited to sizeable 
groups and families. As you pass by, it’s now next to 
impossible to miss this modern masterpiece. 

Aptly-named The Downtowner, the vacation rental 
is the brainchild of Tisha Erdman and her husband, 
Doug, who have a lengthy and impressive history of 
breathing new life into old buildings. 
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A LOVE FOR VINTAGE PROPERTIES 
Tisha Erdman’s focus has been in retail for nearly two 
decades. While her husband, a real estate developer, restored 
and revived parts of his native Fort Atkinson, Tisha put her 
energy into creating shopping destinations with a vintage, 
funky vibe — hence the name of her retail venture, I Love 
Funky’s. Tisha first opened a location in Fort Atkinson that 
included a restaurant and then opened a second shop in 
Lake Geneva. Both boutiques were famous for their offbeat, 
quirky antique pieces. 

When business slowed after the recession, the couple 
decided they needed a change of pace. Over time, they 
closed the doors on their shops and the restaurant. Ever the 
go-getters, the two decided to pursue a new career together: 
creating, designing and overseeing vacation rentals. 

Since the couple had always loved Lake Geneva, they 
decided to purchase a local property that included an 
adjacent building. Tisha says, “It was just my husband and 
me. Our kids are grown, and we didn’t know what to do 
with that garage. That’s when I said, ‘You know, there’s this 
new thing called Airbnb.’” 

They converted the garage into two apartments, but the 
couple wanted to explore other possibilities. They sold 
that property with the hopes of discovering properties that 
better fit their personalities and goals.  

That’s when they bought Roses Bed & Breakfast on 
South Lake Shore Drive. Located only three blocks from 
downtown, the historic dwelling is now called South Shore 
House. In 2016, the home was completely renovated 
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262-245-5597 LAKEGENEVAWINDOWANDDOOR.COM

Custom Plantation Shutters
7 Custom louver sizes 
Custom paint or stain matching  
No maintenance 
Family owned since 1974
No subcontractors
FREE Quote
Professionally installed

Made in The USA
Designers Welcome

847-740-6790     
www.shutterhutinc.com 

#1 Custom Plantation Shutter Company

*Restrictions apply  - Prior sales 
excluded - ends 10/31/19 

Plantation Shutters

30% Off 
*

and overflows with Tisha’s flair for eye-
catching, vintage décor.  

The vacation rental bug had clearly bitten 
Tisha and Doug. Shortly after launching 
South Shore House, they began searching 
for a commercial building. Tisha says they 
spotted a “dilapidated office building” 
in the downtown business district and 
couldn’t get over its ideal location. “We 
thought, ‘Oh my gosh. How great would 
this be to put something right downtown 
where nobody has to drive?’ That’s how 
it started.”

RISING ABOVE CHALLENGES 
The Erdmans knew that restoring the 
downtown building wasn’t going to be 
a walk in the park. Over the winter, the 
heat had been shut off, which resulted 
in frozen pipes and flooding. There were 
partitions and dropped ceilings since it 
had once been an office building. “It was 
really a mess,” Tisha says. 

Architect Ryan Schultz of Madison’s 
OpeningDesign admits that it probably 
would have been easier to tear the 
building down. But there were parts of 
the structure that were worth keeping, 
like the striking ceiling rafters and 
sturdy iron beams. Tisha says, “We 
wanted to try to keep some of the 
history of the building. I think that’s a 
cool part of the story.” 

From the initial design to the last nail, 
the renovation process took 1½ years. 
Construction started in May 2017, and 
the team, which included several local 
tradesmen, knew they were in for some 
heavy lifting. 

With an objective to maintain the 
footprint of the 4,000-square-foot 
structure, Schultz explains that they 
removed the south, east and north 
exterior walls and replaced them with 
heavy timbers. The siding was removed 
and swapped with a layer of ash siding 
that created subtle patterning. 

Walls were knocked down inside, 
transforming the interior from a 
utilitarian office setting to a more open 
floor plan befitting a vacation rental. 
One of Tisha’s goals was to have a living 
room and kitchen on the second floor so 
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guests could enjoy views of the Samuel 
Donian Wetland Preserve and the White 
River, which they made a reality. 

The team also wanted to create interiors 
that would lend themselves to Tisha’s 
style and décor choices. According to 
Schultz, this was achieved by contrasting 
the modern exterior with the “salvaged 
chic” interior. 

He adds, “I wanted to create a modern 
tapestry of sorts, to highlight Tisha’s 
talent for interior design and her sensitive 
curation of salvaged goods.”

DÉCOR WITH A STORY 
With a total of nine bedrooms and 
3,500 square feet of finished space, Tisha 
had her work cut out for her when she 
set out to style The Downtowner. As the 
owner of I Love Funky’s, she knew where 
to score the best vintage around and 
successfully decorated the vacation rental 
top-to-bottom with eclectic finds. 

“We incorporated a lot of fun and funky 
antiques,” Tisha says. “We wanted to 
keep it really humorous and light.” 

The result is a decorative mix that delights 
the eye, a blend of what Tisha calls “urban 
industrial” and “cozy and fun.” She adds 
that the furnishings and antiques help to 
soften the industrial feel of the interiors. 

She elaborates, saying, “I’m always most 
comfortable doing things that are funky. 
I think that a funky mix of antiques is 
a great contrast to the industrial, hard-
edged interior.”

It’s likely that guests book The 
Downtowner for its convenient location 
and its charming décor. Ornate oil 
paintings grace the walls alongside stainless-
steel heat ducts and original wood beams. 
Well-loved vintage signs act as artwork. 
And the light fixtures, a combination of 
modern and retro, steal the show. 

Each bedroom has its own distinct 
atmosphere. Although Tisha says she’s 
not big on theming, she wanted to give 
the bedrooms their own personalities, 
something that clearly shines through 
with one-of-a-kind headboards. To make 
them look offbeat and visually-appealing, 
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she gathered atypical materials, such 
as gaudy, groovy records; boat oars; an 
antique fence; 1940’s linoleum flooring; 
and even a bygone sporting clays sign. 

Tisha uncovered many pieces of 
décor for the vacation rental at the 
Elkhorn Flea Market as well as Lake 
Geneva’s 281 Sheridan Springs, an 
estate consignment liquidator, that is a 
another vintage treasure trove.

Tisha and Doug were extremely inventive 
when it came to finding unexpected 
accents to bring into The Downtowner. 
For instance, the industrial light fixture 
above the dining room table was a DIY 
creation made by Doug using a hook he 
found near a barn and additional pieces 
discovered in the field of an industrial 
park. It hangs over a 16-foot-long table 
that Tisha covered with pennies. 

BELLS AND WHISTLES 
The Downtowner is geared toward large 
groups with something to celebrate. It 

can sleep up to 20 people, which is 
ideal for family reunions, corporate 
meetings, birthdays, weddings, and 
anniversary parties. 

“I would say that 50% of our guests 
book The Downtowner for family 
reunions,” Tisha shares. Guests have 
been known to travel from New York, 
California and even Switzerland to stay 
at the vacation rental. 

There are several amenities that create 
a comfortable experience for guests. 
Nearly every bedroom has a bathroom, 
a rarity in the vacation rental world. 
Showers are outfitted with luxe rain 
shower heads. Plus each bedroom has 
a flat-screen TV. There’s a full-service 
kitchen outfitted with two refrigerators, 
something that Tisha says is “really 
helpful for large groups of people.” In 
addition, you’ll find essentials like air 
conditioning, provided linens, wireless 
Internet, and a washer and dryer. The 
property is also pet-friendly. 
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Lakeside 
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Kitchens • Bathrooms • Mudrooms • Laundry Rooms • Entertainment Centers
Bars • Wine Rooms • Game Rooms • Bunk Rooms • And More

1049 Ann St., Delavan • 262.215.3769
www.LakesideCustomCabinetryLLC.com

Quality Without Compromise

For All Your Wood Flooring Needs

262.248.3276
timelessflooring.com

Locally Owned – Family Operated

Visit Our Showroom 750 Veterans Pkwy., Suite 110 Lake Geneva • 262.248.3276

Installation • Repairs
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Walworth Countyʼs Exclusive Stockist of

Annie Sloan Chalk Paint

A Shopping Adventure!
325 Kenosha St. (Hwy 67) Walworth, WI

414.815.6638
STORE HOURS:

Sun & Mon 10-4pm; Wed thru Sat 10-5pm

vintage and factory fresh 
combined to create the 

perfect living space

The Downtowner’s location is ideal, to say the least. Situated within walking 
distance of the lake and West Main Street shopping, it’s just over a five-minute 
walk to The Riviera, a popular wedding destination. Guests find that they 
infrequently need to use their cars during their stay. 

Visitors also soak up the outdoors while staying at The Downtowner. The 
White River runs alongside the vacation rental while the nearby wetland 
preserve is within eyeshot. A patio complete with colorful chairs and a grill 
was made for balmy summer nights. 

WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS 
As the owners of two vacation homes, the Erdmans have now set their sights 
on a third rental located on Highway 50 — the one-time White Swan Inn. 
With its serene, wooded surroundings, this vacation rental has a different feel 
from The Downtowner and will feature 11 bedrooms and 11 bathrooms. Its 
official opening is set for spring 2020.  

The couple is currently living in the inn as renovations are underway. They don’t 
have any plans to open additional vacation rentals, and they are enjoying their new 
lives in Lake Geneva. “We’d like to plant our feet here. This is going to be our 
future,” Tisha says. 

She goes on to say that she’s very proud of The Downtowner and everything 
that was accomplished through the project. She reflects on the vacation home, 
saying, “There just aren’t that many properties where you can sleep 20 people, 
and you can walk everywhere. The little creek that runs behind the building is 
really beautiful, too. It truly is a great place to spend a vacation.” 



Back in the day, thousands flocked to  
Walworth County movies theaters 

 
BY LISA SCHMELZ
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The Geneva Theater
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isit the historic Sprague Theatre in 
downtown Elkhorn and prop the door 
open. That’s what Warren Radtke, a 
member of the Lakeland Players, and 
Linda Kouzes, the group’s cofounder, did 
on a recent sun-kissed day. Their aim was 
to circulate some air in the acting troupe’s 

now permanent home, and passersby 
couldn’t keep from wandering in.  

“Hello,” called Kim Dugan of Elkhorn, 
downtown for a lunch date at the Elk 
Restaurant. “Can I come in? I just want to look 
around. It’s been years since I was here.” 
 

Radtke and Kouzes, seated in the lobby, nodded 
and smiled. Dugan reverently walked past and 
into the 240-seat theater. She returned awash 
in nostalgia. 

“Every Friday night, I came to a movie here,” 
she says softly, as though in a church. “We used 
to see movies here, musicals sometimes, and the 
next morning, my sister and I would sing all the 
songs. It was in the ‘60s and ‘70s. I’m pretty old, 
but I remember it so clearly.” 

Dugan is not alone. Our memories of motion 
pictures we viewed in old theaters like this are 
powerful. Locally, there was no shortage of places 
to take in a movie from the late 1920s through the 
1980s. East Troy, Elkhorn, Delavan, Lake Geneva 
and Walworth all had their own movie houses, many 
with their roots as opera houses or vaudeville stages. 
Delavan even had a drive-in on the east side of town. 

As time marched on, however, it took with it 
most historic movie theaters. Now, just three in 
the lakes area remain standing, and only one, the 
Geneva Theater, still shows motion pictures. So, 
join us as we raise the curtain on the history of 
local theaters. We can’t serve you popcorn, and 
this is by no means the complete story, but we 
hope you’ll enjoy these reels of the past. 
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TOP: Backstage at The Sprague Theatre reveals some of the facilities 
original rigging system consisting of a series of ropes used for the 
theater’s curtain and back drops. ABOVE: The Sprague, now the home 
of the Lakeland Players, has had a renaissance due to Linda Kouzes, 
cofounder of the theater troupe and Warren Radtke, one of its members. 
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THE GENEVA THEATER 
Movie stars often say they were in the right place at the right time when they were discovered and went on to make it big. The same  
could be said for the Geneva Theater and its longevity as a cinema. The only historic movie house in Walworth county still showing  
movies,  its location, boosted by year-round tourism, proves ideal. Opened in 1928, it is owned today by Shad Branen,  
who also owns the Plaza Theater in nearby Burlington.
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The interior of the Geneva Theater as it looked shortly after 
it opened in 1928. Current owner, Shad Branen, brought the 
theater back to life in 2017 after it sat idle for seven years, 
bringing first run films to the four-screen complex. 

The souvenir program dated June 6, 1928, announced 
“two De Luxe Performances at Seven and Nine P.M.” 
Prior to the premiere showing of the film “Telling The 
World” starring William Haines, the evening’s festivities 
included an overture by the Geneva Theatre Orchestra, 
an Andy Gump cartoon by Sidney Smith, an organ solo, 
a vaudeville presentation and a performance by the 
“Harmonica King of the Air,” Vent Callahan. 

To mark its 30th anniversary, 
the Geneva Theater enlisted the 
help of Hollywood celebrities to 
write congratulatory telegrams 
and send autographed photos. 
In this photo sent to Russell 
Wolter, the theater’s general 
manager, actress Sandra Dee 
poses with a copy of the Lake 
Geneva Regional News. 

When he purchased the long-neglected 
Geneva in 2016, Branen had his 
work cut out for him. The roof was 
leaking. The seats were prone to dropping 
to the floor. The grand vaudeville 
stage, which once hosted acts from  
around the country, needed shoring up. 
Still, Branen saw a happy ending in an era 
when many get their movie-fixes online. 

“We’re having a banner year,” he says 
in his lobby. “It’s a record year in  
the industry.”

Why is that? “The same reason that 
people want to go out to eat, it’s about 
going and being among people. It’s 
an experience. Millennials and young 
families, they want an experience. You 
can’t beat the experience of sitting down 
in our theater one, in our 1928 theater, 
and seeing a movie on that big screen.”

Branen and his marketing 
coordinator, Marie Frederick, 
say being a hometown 
movie theater still serves 
this four-screen theater 
well. People crave not only 
an experience, the duo 
says, but want to plug into  
the community. 

To that end, they 
sometimes host movie 
tie-in scavenger hunts. 
When the Lego movie 
came out, they had a 
Lego-build. Trivia games 
before a movie aren’t uncommon here, 
nor are nationally touring comedians 
seen on major cable networks.  “We 
want to involve the community. We 
want to bring people up on stage 
and introduce them,” says Branen. 
“That’s what it means to be a 
hometown theater.”
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GENEVA LAKEFRONT | $4,850,000
4BD, 4BA on 200 feet of frontage on Geneva’s Southern Shore & 1.5 wooded acres.     MLS#1630319

GENEVA LAKE | $1,710,000
The former Carriage House of an original Black Point Lakefront Estate in the Lindens.    MLS#1643064

FONTANA | $399,000
This meticulously maintained 3+bedroom 
2 bath Cape Cod has charm written all 
over it.                                 MLS#1645983

FONTANA | $575,000
1st floor corner unit 2BD/2BA 
LAKEFRONT condo w/amazing views 
of Geneva Lake.   MLS#1640016

FONTANA | $599,000
Start enjoying Geneva Lake this summer with this  
3BR 2.5BA Abbey Ridge condo.              MLS#1644376

FONTANA | $637,500
This completely re-built Mid Century marvel home 
has a contemporary flair.                           MLS#1637006

WALWORTH | $1,149,000
You will be wowed by 12’ ceilings & views of Geneva 
Lake from this 5200 sq ft home. MLS#1635900

TFORBECK@KEEFEREALESATE.COM | 262.745.1145
HOMESINL AKEGENEVA .COM

TRICIA FORBECK

FONTANA | $1,500,000
Looking for a retreat? This 6BR, 5BA private setting 
home on 5 acres of property is it!    MLS#1618929

FONTANA | $579,000
Completely redone. Beautiful yard that 
overlooks golf course in Country Club 
Estates.                            MLS#1509175

LINN | $579,000
3BD 2.5BA Ranch offers 10 private, 
wooded acres to give you the 
country feel.    MLS#1636156

LAKE GENEVA | $389,000
This 3000 sq/ft home boasts 4 bedrooms 
and 3 full bathrooms, 1st floor master on 
over 2 acres.                         MLS#1642743

FONTANA | $530,000
Don’t miss this wonderful 4BR,3BA 
ranch single family home located in The 
Cliffs of Fontana.                MLS#1639938

FONTANA | $399,000
Charming Country Club Estates 4BR/3BA 
ranch with open floor plans and great 
golf course views.    MLS#1515103

LINN | $399,000
2 houses from the Geneva Lake on 
quiet Sybil Lane awaits your next 
Summer place.            MLS#1631751

FONTANA | $450,000
Enjoy the character, detail and perennial 
gardens of this authentic Tudor home in 
Country Club Estates.     MLS#1648819

LYONS | $545,000
4 bed 2 bath storybook UPDATED 
Victorian farmette sitting on 5 
acres.       MLS#1632475
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Later this year, the theatre will be home 
to a 1927 pipe organ. Once a music 
bed for silent films, the organ is being 
restored and installed by the nonprofit 
Dairyland Theater Organ Society.   “It 
will be such a wonderful addition when 
it’s here and installed,” says Frederick. “It 
gives them a venue to play concerts and 
us a connection to what was once here.” 

THE SPRAGUE
When the Sprague Opera House in Elkhorn burned down 
in 1925, businessman Dan Kelliher saw an opportunity and 
commissioned a 400-seat theater with architect Alex Baur and 
designer John Yonk. Kelliher invited Edward Sprague to speak 
at the May 31, 1928, grand opening of the theater bearing 
his name. Less than a year later, Kelliher invested $6,000 in 
new “talking picture equipment.” On May 7, 1929, Elkhorn 
hosted its first talking picture, “Broadway Melody.”

Linda Kouzes, 82, wasn’t around then, but she did start 
teaching physical education at the high school in Elkhorn 
in 1958 and recalled The Sprague was always more than 
a movie house.  “He [Kelliher] always opened the theater 
for Halloween for free for the kids,” she says. “He was a 
real giver.” 

Today, the Sprague Theatre is home to the Lakeland Players. 
The projection booth is still accessible by a steep set of stairs, 
but now the show is live theater. Actors for the four shows 
annually are tapped through open-to-all auditions.

What does Kouzes, a movie usher in her teens, miss most 
about the movies once shown here?  “Movies used to be 
happier,” she says. “I used to go once a week. “You felt 
better when you left. You were happy. And the other thing 
nowadays is the price. They charge more for refreshments 
than they do for the movie.”  
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Shad Branen, current owner of the Geneva Theater, brought it back to life in 2017 
after it sat idle for seven years, bringing first run films to the four-screen complex. 

The Sprague Theatre opened in 1928, but it wasn’t until 1929 when 
new equipment was installed to permit showing new “talking 
pictures” or “talkies” as they were called. Today, the Lakeland 
Players perform four shows a year in the old theater. 
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THE DELAVAN THEATER
How’d you like to own your very own 
old-time movie theater? Well, look no 
further than downtown Delavan. For 
just $349,900, you can own a piece of 
cinema history.
 
Opened on May 15, 1929, by four local 
businessmen, it was dubbed a Temple of 
Happiness by the local paper. “The Glad 
Rag Doll,” starring Dolores Costello, was 
the premier, talking picture. The local 
paper went on to report that the film was 
“so new” that there were fears it wouldn’t 
be available for opening night. But “final 
arrangements were made with New York” 
and the print was “delivered at Delavan” 
on the afternoon of opening night. 

The theater appears to have ceased 
showing movies to the public in 1999. 
In 2006, it became the home of The 
River Church after members of the 
congregation, who had been meeting in 
a local school, decided to investigate the 
empty theater for their use. Five couples 
in the congregation purchased the 
Delavan Theater and the church moved 
in, leasing the space from the owners. 
The congregation recently moved to 
Community Park on Delavan Lake. 

The Delavan Theater was the city’s entertainment center during the 1930s-1950s, 
with two nightly features and matinees. The theater also hosted shows that drew 
performers such as Guy Lombardo and his orchestra. During World War II, the theater 
was a popular location to hold war bond drives. Note the marquee in the photo, above, 
advertising the 1942 classic “Holiday Inn,” starring Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire. 
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262.203.3952   |   balsitiscontractinginc.com
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553 Valley View Dr.  |  Fontana, WI 53125
(262) 275-6363  |  fontanadiamonds.com

Fontana-Ad-.indd   2 4/23/19   4:44 PM
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Although the Delavan Theater is vacant and for sale, the interior still features 
some of its original architectural details like the plastered walls, wall sconces and 
ornate decorative molding. 

That means this 9,000+-square-foot, 
239-seat theater, with original dressing 
rooms, fly system for scene backdrops 
and orchestra pit, needs a third act. Joan 
Kost is one of the 10 owners. 

“I’d love to see it show movies again 
or performances,” she says. “The 
projection room is still up there, there’s 
a stage. It would be such a wonderful 
asset to the community.”
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DUNN DUNN
A MOTHER DAUGHTER TEAM

Debra Dunn 414.630.4444 | ddunn@shorewest.com 
Jessica Dunn 414.477.9522 | jdunn@shorewest.com 

EHO

W1785 LAKE RD. 
EAST TROY | $675,900
4BR, 2BA, 136' FRONTAGE

N9194 EAST SHORE RD. 
EAST TROY | $699,000
5BR, 2.5BA, 25' FRONTAGE

N7242 COUNTRY SIDE LN. 
SUGAR CREEK | $799,000
4BR, 3.5BA, 400' FRONTAGE

N9232 WINDY WAY, EAST TROY | $1,850,000
5BR, 4.5BA, 8 ACRES, 150' FRONTAGE

REALIZE YOUR DREAMS OF LAKE LIVING...

THE DUNNS ARE YOUR LAKE LIVING REAL ESTATE EXPERTS!

STUNNING  
LAKE BEULAH  

ESTATE

FOR SALE!
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THE LAKES OUTDOOR THEATER 
This classic drive-in, located between 
Delavan and Williams Bay, opened in 
1954 and hosted up to 800 cars and 
countless movie fans a night in the spring 
and summer. Just don’t go looking for 
photos of this place or an exact closing 
date. We searched high and low for this 
story and came up with just a handful of 
poor-quality images from old newspapers 
and no specific last film date. Movies were 
shown here through at least the 1970s, 
and some residents think possibly the early 
’80s. Like drive-ins around the country, 
The Lakes Outdoor Theater fell victim to 
the modernization of indoor theaters. 

Though the paper trail on The Lakes, as 
locals called it, is scant, the best archival 
material we found comes from former 
Chicago Tribune film critic Michael 
Wilmington. His ode to the drive-in 
theater of his youth was titled “Empty 

Field of Dreams.” Published May 10, 
1998, in the Chicago Tribune, Wilmington 
offered these words as a eulogy:  

“The other day, I heard from an old friend 
that last remnants of The Lakes Outdoor 
Theater, where I saw hundreds of movies 
in my youth, had been torn down and the 
whole area turned into a compost plant…   
I felt a twinge. Somehow, I still see it there: 
that huge unmarred white square rising 
out of the fields and farmland all around 
it, shining in the night with its gigantic 
images of John Wayne and Jimmy Stewart 
in cowboy outfits or Cary Grant ogling 
Marilyn Monroe, visible for miles around 
in every direction, just as it was when I 
was 12.”

Yes, the once popular drive-in on 
Theater Road is the stuff of movie 
legends. If you spent any time at The 
Lakes, taking in its double features, 

and want to relive that, go online and 
search for Wilmington’s column. Or 
talk with a local like Ron Deschner. A 
retired builder, and current member of 
the Delavan-Darien School Board, he 
remembers it like it was yesterday. 

The first time he was there, he thinks he 
was 7- or 8-years-old. His folks popped 
their own corn, he says, and loaded the 
family up in their  ‘37 Chevrolet. As a 
teen, he drove himself.  

“We used to put a couple of people in 
the trunk,” he says. “We would pay for 
two and get four in. It was usually half 
to three-fourths full out there. You’d pull 
up to your spot, and it was ramped, just 
gravel, but ramped so you had a better 
view, and you got your speaker onto your 
window. We loved sitting out there. It was 
wonderful. Sometimes, we even sat there 
in the rain. We didn’t care. It was terrific.”

THE WALWORTH THEATER & SHOWETTE
Nancy Lehman is the president of the Historical Society of 
Walworth and Big Foot Prairie. Her memory of the past is 
razor-sharp and objective. Recalling The Walworth Theatre & 
Showette, however, her recollections tilt heavily toward wistful. 
The movie house in this village, she explains, was on the 
southern end of the village square, next to Walls Department 
Store. Today, it is a vacant lot. 

“We went usually on Saturday night, sometimes Friday,” she 
recalls. “That was the big thing. And then we’d have popcorn.”

Does she have a favorite movie?   “Oh, I don’t know. I saw 
them all,” she says. “It was the best theater in the area. Very 
modern.”
 
As theaters went, this one came later to the game in Walworth 

County. Opened on April 25, 1947, its seats “pushed back,” 
offering a more comfortable viewing experience. Built by 
Constantine Papas of New York, the theater was managed by 
Thomas Finn from 1948 to 1974. The Showette side, next to 
the lobby, was open for refreshments to moviegoers and those 
just hankering for something to eat. 

Like many historic theaters, The Walworth Theater & 
Showette fell victim to  new ways people could view motion 
pictures in their own homes. Operated successfully until 
about 1979, according to archives at the Historical Society 
of Walworth and Big Foot Prairie, the theatre gradually fell 
into disrepair. Following a roof collapse, it was razed.  

“It was such a great thing to have in our community, and it was 
beautiful,” says Lehman. “We were lucky to have it as long as 
we did.” 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WALWORTH AND BIG FOOT PRAIRIE
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Engerman Contracting is a 
full service custom home 
builder. Through a personal 
evaluation process 
Engerman Contracting 
will design a home that 
suits your personal tastes, 
preferences and dreams.

Quality
Going Forward

262.248.9210

WWW.ENGERMANCONTRACTING.COM

JERRY
KROUPA

JERRYK@KEEFEREALESTATE.COM
262.949.3618

FOR MORE LISTINGS & VIRTUAL TOURS, GO TO:
LAKEHOMESWI.COM

$599,700 |  3BD / 2BA
MLS#1648936

$419,000 |  4BD / 3BA
MLS#1647249

$997,700 |  4BD / 3.5BA
MLS#1636833

$569,000 |  3BD / 3BA
MLS#1596484

$299,900 |  3BD / 2.5BA
MLS#1611347

$429,900 |  3BD / 2.5BA
MLS#1639951

PLEASANT LAKE

EVERGREEN GC

130’ GREEN LAKE

60’ FRONTAGE

LAUDERDALE LAKES

BOAT SLIP

$675,000 |  3BD / 2BA
MLS#1582603

155’ MILL LAKE

$619,900 |  3BD / 2.5BA
MLS#1628353

20.94 ACRES
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Learn What It’s Like to Soar Through the 
Treetops at Lake Geneva Canopy Tours 

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY HOLLY LEITNER

 
long gravel road off Highway H on the north side of 
Lake Geneva leads you to a log building that appears 
as though it was plucked from the Northwoods. A 
feeling of seclusion emerges. Trees envelop. Crowds 
are gone. The sense of adventure sets in. 

Away from the hustle and bustle of downtown, this quiet 100-acre 
property is in the city’s backyard and it’s the place where birds and 
people soar through the trees: It’s Lake Geneva Canopy Tours (LGCT). 

Zip-lining has become a bucket list item for many in recent years. 
It’s a great eco-adventure that’s low-impact and generally not 
too physically demanding. Colleagues, friends and families have 
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MY SUGGESTIONS: 
+ Leave your phone and/or camera at home and let the 

guides take the pictures.

+ Do your homework. If you are nervous  
about heights or non-adventurous,  

sometimes learning about what you’re  
going to encounter may help calm your nerves. 

+ Don’t forget the bug spray in the summer!

+ Choose the long course. It takes a while  
to get into the “swing” of things,  

so give yourself time to really enjoy it.

discovered their inner Peter Pan as they 
learn what it’s like to “fly,” if only for a 
few hours, and secured by only the best 
safety measures. 

MOM AND ME 
When assigned this story, I was asked if 
I wanted someone to go along to share 
the experience. My first choice was my 
mom, who has always had a slightly 
adventurous side. For example, she wants 
to go tubing again this summer — an 
activity she thoroughly enjoys. She also 
repeatedly watches “The Hangover” and 
once loved watching “Jackass.” Some 
might say these are both irreverent 
selections for a middle-age woman, but 
that’s my mom. She’s got a quick wit and 
likes to take jabs at people in a fun way. 

Yet most days she’s busy taking care of 
her extended family and spending time 
as a go-to volunteer in the Geneva Lakes 
area. This little adventure, I thought, just 
might be perfect for her. 

When I asked her to go, she was thrilled, 
bragging to all her friends about how 
she was going zip-lining! The morning 
I picked her up, she was outfitted with 
modern-day camo clothes, a fresh water 
bottle and a big smile. 

NO TURNING BACK 
After gearing up at LGCT, we climb into the 
trailer behind “farmer” Taylor’s tractor and 
make our way to the trailhead. The rocky 
ride mirrors our nerves as we climb the hill 
with Lake Como behind us in the distance.

Yet, the relaxed, “get-r-done” attitude of 
our guides, Wally and Rick, helps to keep 
us on an even keel — at least for now. Both 
guides are knowledgeable, clicking and 
snapping the carabiners to our harnesses 
and to the zip line which seems second 
nature to them as if it’s become a function 
of muscle memory. They seem to feel more 
comfortable dangling from the trees than 
standing on the ground. This adds a layer 
of reassurance to me. It also helps that it 
is early morning and my coffee hasn’t hit 
my brain yet, so my nerves are still a little 
sleepy and not quite picking up that soon 
I’ll be over 30 feet above the ground. 

After going over a few short rules and 
practices, we step off the platform and fly 
through the trees. The shorter zip lines 



90   n   atthelakemagazine.com

are the first challenge and we breeze down them surprisingly no worse 
for wear. 

“Ankles crossed,” the guides say. “Remember to push on the line to slow down 
and try not to think of anything else.” This is the mantra repeating in my 
head. Except this is my biggest challenge. As it is for many of us, our always-
connected, digital world designed to make life easier has made our minds 
more pre-occupied. The more we multi-task, the more our brains churn and 
the harder it is to turn off the “worry and to-do lists center.” But this is the 
time to ditch the to-do list for the bucket list, or else I might just miss out on 
the thrill and sights of this amazing experience. 

LETTING THE EXPERIENCE TAKE OVER
Now that the two short lines are behind us, we’re on to “Espresso” — aptly 
named because it’s fast, long and designed to wake you up. That it did, and I 
finally managed to look around and down at everything I was flying over. A 
natural smile appeared on my face and stayed. I was ready for more. 

We kept soaring above the trees, and then the journey took us to another 
challenge. We encountered Swiss Family Robinson-style bridges and tree 

forts, albeit a bit more solidly constructed 
with chains and cables. Yet trust me, you 
probably won’t get too comfortable. The 
240-foot sky bridge has just enough give to 
keep you honest.  

Since the beginning of our adventure, almost 
two hours of cell phone-free, checklist-free 
bliss have lapsed and I’m loving the rush 
of air as I fly through the treetops. The last 
ride is a fast one: 45 mph as you descend to 
earth with Lake Como in the distance. I’ve 
decided this is one of the best ways to start 
the day in the Geneva Lakes area. 

So, zip-lining may or may not be on your 
bucket list. You may think you’re too old, 
too out of shape, too busy, too … whatever. 
But give it a try. It’s an adventure you’ll 
never forget. 

As for my mom, the experience was a bit 
more intense than she thought it would be. 
I’m not sure she’ll try it again, but at least 
she can brag to her friends that she’s a zip-
lining veteran. 

JUST THE FACTS  
ABOUT LGCT: 

Acres: 100

Number of Zip Lines: 9  
(You can do all nine, or the 4-line tour.)

Longest Zip Line: 841 FEET 

Highest Speed: 45 MPH 

Number of SkyBridges: 5

Number of Spiral Stairways: 4

Number of Platforms: 18

Longest SkyBridge: 240 FEET
Height of One-of-a-Kind Double Helix 

Stairway: 40 FEET

Duration of Canopy Tour: 2-2 ½ HOURS

 
OPEN YEAR-ROUND 

You can zip-line in the winter as well

ZIP-LINING 
AND SO MUCH 
MORE:
IN ADDITION TO ZIP-LINING, LGCT OFFERS:
 + High Ropes Course. The property 		
	 has 16 challenging obstacles at 		
	 18-32 feet above the ground. For 		
	 ages 7 and above.

+ Hiking. Over 12 miles of trails. 

+ Mountain Biking. Single track 	
	 mountain biking for beginner 	
	 through expert levels. Trails on 	
	 the intermediate and expert level 	
	 routes feature jumps, switchbacks 	
	 and ladders.

+ Team-building Adventures. LGCT 	
	 will design a program to fit any 	
	 size team. In addition to zip-line 	
	 tours, high ropes course, walking 	
	 and biking trails, the facility 	
	 includes an indoor meeting 	
	 space and an outdoor patio  
	 with tables, firepits and grills. 
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A NEW ADDITION TO 

FAMILY!

543 Valley View Dr, Fontana-On-Geneva Lake, WI 53125 
Phone: (262) 394-5658

HOME OF THE FONTANA FROG AND 
EXCLUSIVE FONTANA FROG SOUVENIRS
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//  LAKESHORE LIVING  //
SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Luxury  
   Lakeside Living

A stunning new-build combines South Shore Custom 
Homes’ belief in quality craftsmanship,  

collaboration and integrity 
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SOUTH SHORE CUSTOM HOMES
3 W. Geneva St. 
Williams Bay, Wisconsin 53191
262-245-5819   |   southshorehomesinc.com
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“We try to maintain integrity in both our 
business and personal lives, delivering on 
the promises that we make — promises 
like sincerity, stewardship, honesty, 
integrity, craftsmanship and teamwork,” 
says Troy Wise, project manager at South 
Shore Custom Homes. “We expect each 
of these promises to be held by every one 
of the hundreds of people whose skilled 
hands, thoughtful ideas and sweat go into 
creating a masterful home as part of the 
South Shore Custom Homes team.”

GRAND YET CASUAL 
One of South Shore’s newest creations is 
a stunning 12,000-square-foot, shingle- 

style luxury gem, designed and built 
with an eye toward casual livability and 
entertainment on a grand scale. Simple, 
rather than ostentatious, this home 
reflects its owners’ warm, inviting and 
comfortable style. 

In creating this home, South Shore 
Custom Homes partnered with Jason 
Bernard of Lake Geneva Architects, and 
Scott Price and Kathleen Peacock from 
Toms-Price Home Furnishings to create 
a home that met all of the clients’ visions.

“With input from so many others along 
the way, this home exemplifies our team 

approach to all of our projects: from the 
client and architect to the final cleaning, 
every one of the hundreds of people 
involved in delivering one of our homes 
is empowered to suggest improvements 
to the home and quality to the process,” 
Wise says. “This is part of what sets our 
homes apart from so many others.”

THE ULTIMATE LAKE HOME 
The approach to this luxury property 
is impressive and welcoming as 
guests are ushered through a custom-
designed gate that reflects the home’s 
architectural highlights, including 
delightful gas lamps. The driveway 

SOUTH SHORE CUSTOM HOMES
3 W. Geneva St. 
Williams Bay, Wisconsin 53191
262-245-5819   |   southshorehomesinc.com

For more than 20 years, Tony Osnacz, president of South Shore Custom Homes, has made a name for himself and his company 
in the luxury home building industry in Lake Geneva and the greater Chicagoland area. When Tony established his first home 
design and construction firm with another partner, called Platinum Development Group, in Bannockburn, Illinois, he earned 
multiple awards for his work, including Gold and Crystal Keys from the Builders Association of Greater Chicago — the award 
given to the single best new home in the greater Chicagoland area. In 2010, Tony moved his young family to Wisconsin and 
founded his own firm, South Shore Custom Homes, with a simple objective in mind: to focus on building a small number of 
truly extraordinary custom homes each year. And that’s exactly what he and his team have accomplished.
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passes through a verdant meadow, 
while a row of trees along a hillside 
leads to the elevated site and a dramatic 
reveal of the home. 

As you enter the home, the towering 
great room ceiling soars high above 
the expansive windows, which capture 
stunning lake views.  

Four bedrooms, a bunkroom and 
six-and-a-half baths, four fireplaces 
and a separate guest suite on the first 
floor, provide ample space to relax 
and unwind. Teeming with amenities 
aplenty, including an expansive stone 
patio with an infinity edge pool and gas 
firepit, the house seamlessly extends its 
outdoor living space. Another option 
for outdoor entertainment during the 
warmer months is a large, semi-attached 
screened porch.

The home’s finishes are truly one of a kind 
and include copper architectural details, 
custom doors, glasswork and iron railings, 
and 10 inch white oak flooring by Martin 
& Blum. Wisconsin split-faced granite, 
natural limestone and bluestone patios 
grace the home’s exterior.  

“As a designer and builder of custom 
homes that also works with architectural 
firms, we recognize that building a truly 
outstanding home takes a team of people 
who are dedicated to something more 
than just assembling sticks and bricks into 
a structure,” Wise says. “We recognize a 
fundamental difference between technical 
competency and craftsmanship.

“We also believe in empowering everyone 
involved in building a home — from the 
homeowners who spend time putting 
together their wish list, to the design phase, 
right through the building process and down 
to the cleaning crew — to take ownership 
and to have a voice in the project.” 

So, what does this mean in practical 
terms?

“When our clients contract with us, we see it 
as an invitation to become part of their lives. 
Building a home is an inherently intimate 
process, and treating them not as a contract 
but as people — no, more than that, as 
family — means that our team thinks 
seriously about each decision that goes into 

a home,” Wise says. “We pride ourselves on 
receiving hugs years after we’ve built a home. 
We pride ourselves on building inspectors 
asking to be put on our reference list. We 
pride ourselves on clients becoming friends 
for life. To us, that’s the difference between 
building houses and helping people create 
homes: when they honor us by starting as 
clients and finishing up as friends.” 

And the homeowner of this luxury 
property concurs. “The team at 
South Shore made the home building 
experience enjoyable and we are very 
pleased with the finished product. Every 
day we enjoy the lake experience created 
and built by these skilled and wonderful 
people. How many people say that about 
their builders?” 
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www.budgetblinds.com

Serving the area since 1999

1532 Fairway Ln., Elkhorn, WI
Phone: (262) 723-7020
tstepp@budgetblinds.com

support@CleanTLC.com
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Taste  
of  

Fall
AT THE LAKE MAGAZINE'S 

5TH ANNUAL DINING  
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CHAMPS SPORTS BAR & GRILL

CHAMPSLAKEGENEVA.COM

747 W. Main St., Lake Geneva

Sunday-Thursday 10:30 a.m.-1 a.m.
Friday and Saturday 10:30 a.m.-2 a.m.

262-248-6008

CUISINE: Burgers, sandwiches,  
gluten-free options

SETTING: Family-friendly, fun 
environment, regulation basketball 
indoor and outside, award-winning 
beer garden.

KIDS MENU: Yes.

ENTERTAINMENT: Live music every 
Friday night, DJ Saturday night, Sunday 
music in the beer garden 3-7 p.m.

PARKING: Street parking, back lot.

SPECIALS: Monday through Friday daily 
food specials: Monday $3.50 Nathan’s 
hot dogs and $3.50 portabella Swiss 
brats; Tuesday half-price appetizers 
and $2.50 Miller and Bud Light taps; 
Wednesday $3.50 half-pound burger, 
$2.50 quarter-pound, $4.50 prime rib 
burger, $3 seasonal beers; Thursday 
$3.50 grilled chicken sandwich and 
domestic beer special — bucket of five 
for $13.50; Friday fish fry.

STARTERS
Hand-rolled taquitos, cheese curds, 

nachos, quesadillas, wings.

CHEF SPECIALTIES
BADGER BURGER: Half-pound 

charbroiled burger topped with 
roasted red peppers, portabella 

mushrooms and provolone cheese 
served on a toasted bomber bun.

FISH TACOS: Lightly seasoned and 
deep-fried cod, cabbage, pico de 

gallo and shredded cheese drizzled 
with homemade chipotle aioli and 
served on three warm flour tortillas 

with homemade five-bean salad 
and lime wedges.

ON THE MENU

THE BOAT HOUSE BAR & GRILL

THEBOATHOUSELAKEGENEVA.COM 

N2062 S. Lake Shore Dr.,  
Lake Geneva

Open daily 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.  

262-812-4126

CUISINE: American pub food and 
healthier options.  

SETTING: Best sunset views on Geneva 
Lake featuring a patio that’s family- 
friendly, biker-friendly, dog-friendly, 
cyclist-friendly, and in full sun in the 
afternoon but with umbrellas at nearly 
every table. Boat slips provide easy 
access by water. Live music on the 
weekends. Fire pits. 

KIDS MENU: Chicken tenders, mac 
& cheese, grilled cheese, popcorn 
shrimp, kid’s cheeseburger. All served 
with fruit and choice of side.

PRIVATE ROOM OPTIONS: Private room 
upstairs overlooking Geneva Lake 
available this fall.

PARKING: 80-car parking lot and piers 
with three boat slips. 

SPECIALS: Happy hour Monday - Friday 
2 - 5 p.m. $3 Domestics, $4 Taps, $5 
Rail Doubles, $6 Deep Eddy Doubles, 
Friday fish fry featuring blue gill,  
perch and cod.

STARTERS
Cheese curds, fried pickles, 

calamari (all hand-battered to 
order), our giant baked pretzel as 
well as healthier options such as 

bruschetta and hummus.

CHEF SPECIALTIES
BEET SALAD: House roasted in citrus 

and herbs, served with a house-
made blood orange vinaigrette.

SPICY THAI SALAD: Fresh greens 
with peanut sauced linguini, crispy 
wontons, and a chili garlic sauce.

ON THE MENU

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

http://www.theboathouselakegeneva.com
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CHUCK’S LAKESHORE INN

CHUCKSLAKESHOREINN.COM

352 Lake St., Fontana

11 a.m. - 2 a.m. (2:30 a.m. on Fri. 
and Sat.) | Kitchen: 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

(pizza served all night)

262-275-3222 

CUISINE: Burgers, sandwiches, salads, 
vegetarian and gluten-free options. 

SETTING: Family-friendly (under 21 
must be accompanied by a parent) bar 
and grill by day, and the place to hang 
out and have fun for the-over-21-
crowd by night. Outdoor seating.

KIDS MENU: Kid-favorite foods with 
chips or fries, plus mac & cheese, ice 
cream sandwiches and more.

PRIVATE ROOM OPTIONS: The second 
floor Lakeshore Room offers a space 
with amazing lake views for your 
rehearsal dinner, family gathering, 
corporate outing — whatever the 
occasion, we are happy to help you 
plan the perfect event.

PARKING: Public parking access for 
cars and boats. 

SPECIALS: Daily food and drink 
specials. Taco Tuesday. Homemade 
clam chowder, cod dinner or shrimp 
basket every Friday.

STARTERS
Homemade chili and soup in  

the cooler months.

CHEF SPECIALTIES
CHUCK’S CHEESEBURGER: Hand-

made beef patty grilled on a flat 
top grill that has decades of good 

seasoning cooked into it. Served on 
a bakery bun.

SOGGIES: Think Italian beef without 
the meat and all the good au jus. 

Top it  with cheese and peppers — 
it’s a one of a kind treat!

ON THE MENU

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

FIDDLESTICKS BISTRO

FIDDLESTICKSBISTRO.COM

101 W. Evergreen Parkway,  
Suite 7, Elkhorn

Breakfast and Lunch: Monday - 
Tuesday 7:03 a.m. - 3:03 p.m. and 

Thursday - Sunday 7:03 a.m. - 3:03 p.m.
Dinner: Monday-Tuesday  
4:33 p.m. - 8:03 p.m. and  

Thursday - Saturday  
4:33 p.m. - 8:33 p.m. 

262-743-2233

CUISINE: American Bistro with  
worldly influences.  

SETTING: Comfortable,  
casual environment.  

FULL BAR: Yes.

KIDS MENU: Yes. 

PRIVATE ROOM OPTIONS: Yes. 

PARKING: Free public parking. 

CHEF SPECIALTIES
Chef Jonathan takes everyday 

ingredients to create one-of-a kind 
culinary masterpieces.   

Breakfast:
Fiddlesticks donuts, Fat Elvis crepes, 
French toast, garden fresh omelet, 

American classic omelet, traditional 
eggs Benedict, chorizo eggs 

Benedict, quiche, steak and eggs. 
 

Lunch: 
Starters - Crawfish wontons, Fiddlestix, 

roasted olives, fried goat cheese
 Salads - Fiddlesticks salad, 

avocado chicken salad  
Sandwiches - Pulled pork, turkey 

BLT, adult grilled cheese.
 

Dinner:  
Starters - Cheese board, Fiddlestix, 

fried goat cheese 
Salads - Bistro Salad, butter lettuce 

Caesar salad
Entrees – Salmon, duck, scallops, filet, 

ribs, wild boar chops, surf & turf 
Desserts – House made selections.

ON THE MENU
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Comfort 
Food

Fall flavors come 
alive in chef 

specialties created 
to warm the soul 

as cool autumn air 
settles in over the 
Geneva Lakes area. 
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

FLATIRONTAPLG.COM

FLAT IRON TAP

150 Center St., Lake Geneva 
262-812-4064

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-9 pm.
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

Closed Monday

CUISINE: Farm-to-table casual dining.

SETTING: Located in the heart of 
downtown Lake Geneva, just north of Flat 
Iron Park. Eclectic dining room featuring 
a 24-tap beer system built from a re-
purposed Case tractor grill, plus mounted 
antique motorcycles and local art and 
furniture made by the owner. 

KIDS MENU: Yes.

PRIVATE PARTIES: Yes.

ENTERTAINMENT: Live Music Weekly.

PARKING: Street.

SPECIAL EVENTS: “Meet the  
Makers Beer & Wine Dinners,”  
which feature one-night only  
menus highlighting the various 
products local vendors produce. 

STARTERS
Hill Valley Dairy beer-battered 
cheese curds, smoked shrimp 

cocktail, grilled brie, brat pops.

CHEF SPECIALTIES
THE WISCONSINNER:   

8 oz. Wisconsin Meadows grass-fed 
beef, Hill Valley Dairy griddle-fried 

cheese curds, buttermilk-fried 
onions strings and Hometown 

Sausage Kitchen bacon on a toasted 
pretzel bun.  

TOMAHAWK PORK CHOP:  
Duroc Truebridge tomahawk pork 

chop served on a bed of Yukon Gold 
fried potato salad with Hometown 

Sausage Kitchen bacon, pickled 
onions and cracked mustard sauce.   

SALMON BAHN MI:   
Verlasso salmon with ginger honey 
soy glaze, Simple Bakery & Market 
French bread, superfood coleslaw, 
cucumbers, cilantro, pickled red 

onions and jalapeño aioli.

ON THE MENU

GINO’S EAST

GINOSEASTLAKEGENEVA.COM

300 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva

Open daily at 11 a.m. 
Delivery available at 5 p.m.

262-248-2525

CUISINE: Italian specialties.

SETTING: Family-friendly, outdoor 
seating, full lake view dining.

KIDS MENU: Pizza, spaghetti marinara 
with meatballs, chicken fingers, 
buttered noodles.

PRIVATE ROOM OPTIONS: Private dining 
for 60 people, catering  
options available.

PARKING: On-site and street parking.

SPECIALS: Daily happy hour and 
appetizer specials.

STARTERS 
Homemade mozzarella and 

spinach sticks, fried calamari, 
chicken wings.

CHEF SPECIALTIES 
Deep dish and thin crust pizza, 

salads, pasta, appetizers  
and sandwiches and  
gluten-free options.

ON THE MENU
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Drink Up
Area restaurants 

embrace the change 
in seasons and offer 

fabulous fall cocktails 
infused with Mother 

Nature’s bounty. 
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

THE GRANDVIEW RESTAURANT

GENEVAINN.COM/DINING

N2009 S. Lake Shore Dr.,  
Lake Geneva

Open Daily for Breakfast,  
Lunch & Dinner

Breakfast: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Lunch: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Small Plates: 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Dinner: 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.

262-248-5690 | genevainn.com

CUISINE: Our seasonally inspired menus 
feature prime steaks, fresh seafood, and 
classic Wisconsin favorites. Now serving 
brunch 7 days a week!

SETTING: Relaxed, elegant service  
with a view of the lake that is  
second to none!

PARKING: On-site.

SPECIALS: Happy hour daily from 5-6 p.m. 
Five classic cocktails for $5.

ENTERTAINMENT: The Grandview hosts 
a variety of events throughout the year. 
Visit our website to learn more about our 
next wine dinner, cocktail workshop or live 
music events at genevainn.com/events.

CHEF SPECIALTIES
Known for the best views on 
Geneva Lake, The Grandview 

restaurant offers a truly 
memorable dining experience. 

Our menus are designed to echo 
the magnificence of the lake with 

simple, fresh ingredients that have 
been elevated to excite our diners’ 

palates.  Whether you’re in the 
mood for an intimate evening  
out or a casual brunch, we’ll  

satisfy any appetite. 

ON THE MENU

PIER 290

PIER290.COM

1 Liechty Dr., Williams Bay

Serving food from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Visit our website for fall and winter 

hours

pier290.com
262-245-2100

CUISINE: American

SETTING: Indoor and outdoor 
lakefront dining with fire pits.  
Warm, comfortable lake feel with 
repurposed antique nautical pieces 
including various doors, boards, bricks, 
fixtures and other recovered items 
from the Lake Geneva area.

KIDS MENU: Yes.

PRIVATE ROOM OPTIONS: Yes.

ENTERTAINMENT: Live music Friday 
through Monday.

PARKING: On-site, street parking, valet.

STARTERS
Charcuterie, ahi tuna tartare, 
flatbreads, ceviche, spinach 

artichoke dip.

CHEF SPECIALTIES
BRUNCH BURGER: Vermont maple-

glazed bacon, sunny-side egg, 
smoked gouda cheese and side 

of maple aioli sauce on a toasted 
brioche bun. A BURGER THROWDOWN 

PEOPLE'S CHOICE WINNER!
 

FRIDAY FISH FRY: North Atlantic Cod 
or Fresh Midwest Bluegill. Served 
with Chef’s tasty potato pancakes 
or home-made fries, tartar sauce, 

applesauce, coleslaw.

PESTO PASTA: Asparagus, sun-dried 
and cherry tomatoes, roasted garlic 

mushrooms, zucchini and yellow 
squash. Served with pappardelle 

pasta and pesto sauce.

SALMON: Pan seared 8 oz. 
Norwegian salmon with vegetable 
couscous and a citrus vinaigrette.

ON THE MENU
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Four fun family destinations 
to visit this fall

BY AMANDA N. WEGNER

Autumn afternoons are some of the 
best of the year. There’s a bite in the 
air, trees are ablaze with color, there are 
crisp apples and hayrides to enjoy plus 
there’s that perfect pumpkin to find, and 
luckily, there are multiple destinations in 
and near Walworth County for families 
to find fall fun. So here are four popular 
options to consider this season – check 
them out – and happy fall!  

THE ELEGANT FARMER
Whether you’re continuing a family 
tradition or starting a new one this fall, 
The Elegant Farmer near Mukwonago offers 
a family fun farm experience.

Home of the Smilin’ Barn, The Elegant 
Farmer invites visitors to its annual 
Autumn Harvest Fest, held Saturdays 
and Sundays, Sept. 7-Oct. 26, when the 
orchard is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and the market is open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

“Everyone is welcome to the orchard 
to pick from our 12 varieties of apples 
right from the tree or choose the 
perfect pumpkin from the patch,” says 
Penny Molina, who represents The 
Elegant Farmer. 

Enjoy  beautiful fall colors aboard a 
tractor-pulled hayride, pony ride or train 
ride, try the five-acre farm scene corn 
maze, or jump on the East Troy Electric 
Railroad’s historic trolleys or interurban 
railcars, which depart from and return to 
The Elegant Farmer Depot.

Of course, no visit to The Elegant 
Farmer would be complete without 
an award-winning apple pie in a 
bag. Named “best pie in America” by 
the  The Wall Street Journal, Gourmet 
magazine, Milwaukee Magazine, 
Food  Network  and generations of 
happy customers, the Apple Pie Baked 
in a Paper  Bag® features mounds of 
fresh, juicy, sweet-tart Ida Red apples.

“The method of baking in a paper 
bag creates a unique, crunchy, sugar 
cookie-like top crust and a light, 
flaky,  old-fashioned bottom crust,” 
says Molina. “This all combines to 
make this nationally acclaimed classic 
pie a taste treat.”

Another don’t-miss treat is The Elegant 
Farmer’s ever-popular cider donut, made 
fresh in the Donut Shack on Saturdays 
and Sundays.

1545 Main St., Mukwonago 
262-363-6770 | elegantfarmer.com
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PEARCE’S FARM STAND
Pearce’s Farm Stand, near Fontana, provides 
the opportunity to buy the very best locally 
grown produce and other goods. This 
season, notes Karen Pearce, that includes 
but is not limited to pumpkins; squash; 
potatoes; peppers of all types and colors; 
sweet corn; popcorn; jams and jellies; maple 
syrup; fall mums and other fall decorations; 
cheesy beer dip; and much, much more!

But Pearce’s is much more than a farm 
stand. The property features a 13-acre 
corn maze, free hayrides to the pumpkin 
patch on the weekends and plenty of 
free activities for children, including the 
chance to check out a real John Deere 
combine, human hamster wheel and tube 
rollers. And they certainly won’t want to 
miss Pearce’s famous “jumping bales” – a 
series of hay bales that kids can jump and 
play on.  

“We have music on weekends. Come enjoy 
a free hayride to the pumpkin patch with 
a cup of hot cider or hot chocolate, then 
enjoy the music while the kids are playing 
on the jumping bales or finding their way 
through the corn maze,” says Pearce, who 

helps run the farm stand with a number of 
other family members.

To fuel all the activity, Pearce’s offers its 
popular concession stand, which features 
brats and hot dogs, hot cappuccino, hot 
and cold apple cider and hot apple cider 
donuts. They also offer a variety of baked 
goods and other sweets. Make sure to try 
Pearce’s famous cranberry nut crunch 
cookies and don’t leave without a caramel 
apple, made by scratch in a copper kettle.

Pearce’s premier annual event is its Customer 
Appreciation Weekend, Sept. 14-15, which 
includes live music and dancers,  plus free 
cooked sweet corn on Sunday. 

In addition, Pearce’s is hosting two events 
featuring one of the most recognizable 
names in Wisconsin agriculture: Alice in 
Dairyland. Pearce’s will host an Alice in 
Dairyland farm-to-table dinner fundraiser 
on Sunday, Sept. 22 (tickets required), and 
Alice will visit the farm during Pumpkin 
Fest, which will be held Saturday, Oct. 19.

5740 N. Walworth Rd., Walworth 
262-275-3783 | pearcefarms.com
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ROYAL OAK FARM
Tucked just over the state line, Royal Oak 
Farm Orchard, near Harvard, Illinois, offers 
a little something for everyone. “Our farm 
is a fourth-generation, family run farm that 
really focuses on giving families the ability 
to grow their own memories here,” says co-
owner Sarah Bell. “Our desire is for this to be 
a place where families can come to get away  
from the business of life, spend quality 
time together and enjoy the beauty  
of creation.”

For children, the farm offers a free 
playground and petting zoo. There is 
also a train and carousel to keep kids 
occupied with rides just $3 each.

Royal Oak is also home to the country’s 
only apple tree maze, Amaze ‘N 
Apples. “Enjoy adventuring through 
three miles of trails planted entirely in 
apple trees and even pluck two apples 
to enjoy while you’re walking through,” 
says Bell. “Full of games, photo ops, 
and a climbing tower, this is a great 
family activity.”

For those who prefer shopping, there 
are three retail stores, including two 
that house fun food products such as 
delicious apples, cider and pumpkins. 
This year, adds Bell, Royal Oak is 
offering a new Sparkling Honeycrisp 
Cider and a new Apple Cider Vinegar 
produced from the farm’s cider. 
 
A gift shop and bakery offer fun for 
all ages with great shopping, smells 
and eats. An on-site restaurant, 

known for its down-home country 
cooking and chicken pot pies, serves 
lunch daily.

If that wasn’t enough, the grounds are 
impeccable, studded with more than 
20,000 trees offering 30 varieties 
of apples, including Honeycrisp, 
along with other new and heirloom 
varieties. “The orchard is beautiful. 
It’s very scenic here,” says Bell. “The 
orchard itself is gorgeous, but the 
grounds are full of rolling hills, open 
space, oak groves and gorgeous color 
in the fall.”

In addition to other harvest produce, 
Royal Oak also offers a pumpkin patch in 
October. 

“There is so much to do, it’s hard to 
pack it into an afternoon,” says Bell, 
“but it makes for a fun trip for sure.”

15908 Hebron Rd. 
Harvard, Illinois | 815-648-4141 
royaloakfarmorchard.com
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HARVEST FEST
FREE ADMISSION

Family Fun Simply the Best
Pony Rides

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

SEP 7-OCT 26
         10am-5pm

 APPLE PICKIN’ • PUMPKIN PATCH • CORN MAZE • HAYRIDES • PONY RIDES 
TRAIN RIDES  • CIDER DOUNTS • MAKE-YOUR-OWN-CARAMEL APPLE • MORE

Hwys ES & J, Mukwonago • 262 363 6770 • elegantfarmer.com

A Day on the Farm for a Lifetime of Memories
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Text-in code RUSHCREEK15  
to 40829 to receive $5 off 
your distillery purchase.

step outside?
how would you like to

Those are inviting words. Yes, we stepped right out of our comfort 
zone into a start-up distillery. It takes a spirit of adventure to craft 

The Adventurous Spirit. Spread the word. Around the campfire.  
Or down at your favorite watering hole.

Seek the creek 
wherever craft 
spirits are sold 
or served.

APPLE BARN WINERY & ORCHARD
Want a little fruit with that wine? Apple Barn Winery & Orchard near Elkhorn 
can accommodate both tastes with their abundance of apples and their varietals 
of wine. “Customers love our award-winning fruit wines made on site,” says Judy 
Jacobson, who owns the winery and orchard with her husband, Steve.

“They also love the taste and smell of cider donuts in the fall. And we have great 
tasting caramel apples made with our very own Holiday Apple,” says Jacobson. “Plus, 
families love our fresh apple cider … and there’s so much more to experience!”

Apple Barn offers pick-your-own apples on the weekends during the fall, with 
tractor rides through the orchard. Some great tasting apples to try, says Jacobson, 
are the Jona Gold, Autumn Gala, Holiday or Ginger Gold, in addition to the 
standard varieties such as McIntosh, Cortland, Honeycrisp and Ida Red.

While Apple Fest is held annually the last weekend of September, each 
weekend offers some sort of fall activity or event, says Jacobson. As an added 
bonus, entertainment is free, and the business doesn’t charge an admission or 
parking fee.

You can also pair your orchard visit with wine tastings, which are offered at 
scheduled times in the fall and can be found on the Apple Barn website. If you 
need a little more sustenance, Jacobson encourages visitors to stop by the new 
Duesterbeck Brewing Co., which just opened a “stone’s throw” from the orchard. 
“We will be working together to offer visitors a ‘Taste of Wisconsin,’” she says. 

W6384 Sugar Creek Rd., Elkhorn  |  262-728-3266  |  applebarnorchardandwinery.com
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Building your “Forever Dream Home” since 1974
 Ernie Tuchscherer • 900 South Wells, Lake Geneva, WI

  Cell: 262-275-6253 Office: 262-249-0009
gldreamhomes@gmail.com • www.genevalakedreamhomes.net

   Custom Homes • Remodeling • Additions

1720 ROYAL SAINT GEORGE COURT IN GENEVA NATIONAL
4 BEDROOM 3.5 BATHS - SCREEN ROOM - OVER 3,200 SQ. FT. OPEN FLOOR DESIGN

GOURMET KITCHEN WITH BUTLER PANTRY - ALL WOOD AND PORCELAIN TILE FLOORING
PREMIUM FINISHES - UNDER CONSTRUCTION - COMPLETED SEPTEMBER 2019

$629,900

ENJOY THE GENEVA NATIONAL LIFE STYLE
SECURITY - QUALITY - PRIVACY - BEAUTIFUL SWIMMING POOLS

TENNIS - PICKLE BALL - (3) GORGEOUS GOLF COURSES

WE HAVE SEVERAL FABULOUS SITES AVAILABLE TO BUILD YOUR CUSTOM 
DREAM HOME OR PREMIUM LOT & HOME PACKAGES FROM $499,000 TO $699,000

www.genevalakedreamhomes.net

A LUXURIOUS NEW RANCH HOME WITH 200’ OF GOLF FRONTAGE 
ON A SECLUDED CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION

262-249-0009                                                      262-275-6253

MAIN FLOOR LOWER WALKOUT



//  CUISINE  //

Almost 100 years ago the Caesar salad was born and it remains one of the most popular in the world  

BY BILL TURNER 

110   n   atthelakemagazine.com



AUTUMN 2019   n   AT THE LAKE   n   111

A fter WWI a young Italian named Caesar  
Cardini emigrated to America and settled in 
San Diego.  He worked in hotels while he 

learned English. However, like many Italians, Car-
dini’s love for food prompted him to get into the 
restaurant business, so he opened his own establish-
ment in San Diego in 1923. The restaurant business 
wasn’t easy in those days. Lest we forget, in January 
1920, the 18th Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion had taken effect and the country entered the 
era of Prohibition. Young Caesar wisely spotted this 
as an opportunity and he opened another restaurant 
in Tijuana, Mexico, just 15 miles south of San Di-
ego, where there were no restrictions about serving 
alcohol.  Caesar’s Place opened in 1924 and later 
Caesar’s Café and finally Hotel Caesar’s, which still 
exists today. 

INGENUITY AT ITS FINEST
There is a great story about how this recipe came 
into being.  Supposedly, on July 4, 1924, Caesar’s Place 
was packed all day and they started running out of food.   
Salad is an important part of Italian cuisine and Cardini’s 
vendors had failed to make deliveries. He was down to some 
romaine lettuce — no tomatoes, celery, peppers or anything 
resembling salad ingredients.   But, in true “never say die” 
spirit, he quickly invented his “special salad” using the few 
things that he did have. He prepared the dish at tableside 
with great flair and nobody noticed the paucity of traditional 
salad materials. And now, 95 years later, it is the most served 
salad in the whole world. Don’t you love it?!

MAKE IT FROM SCRATCH 
If you think about it, Caesar salad is incredibly simple in 
terms of the basic ingredients – lettuce, olive oil, garlic, 
eggs, toasted bread croutons and Parmesan cheese.  Add 
some anchovies and a few spices and you have a dish that is 
on everyone’s list of classic salads.

While there are certainly some restaurants that make a 
Caesar salad from scratch, they are few and far between. 
Make the true authentic recipe at home for some special 
friends and you will be amazed at how good it tastes and the 
accolades you will receive.  

The prep work – cleaning and breaking the lettuce, grating 
cheese, making homemade croutons – can all be done ahead 
of time. Take the time to make your own croutons – they 
will be fresh and warm, and everyone will ask how you  
did it.  

Be true to tradition and make the salad at tableside in front 
of your guests while you recount the story of a young Italian 
immigrant who was resourceful and inventive during the 
Prohibition era. I think there is something magical about 
telling stories about the history of classic dishes – maybe it’s 
a placebo effect, but the food tastes better to everyone.

Time Required:  One hour of prep time and 10 minutes 
tableside | Servings: 8

Ingredients:
3 heads of Romaine lettuce
¾ cup of Extra Virgin Olive Oil (¼ cup for the croutons and 
½ cup for the dressing)
6 cloves of garlic
6 slices of bread – preferably a heavy, whole-grain bread
1 lemon
4 anchovy filets, rinsed and chopped finely
1 Tbsp. Dijon mustard (brown mustard with white wine)
2 eggs
1½ cups of grated Parmigiano Reggiano cheese 
Tabasco sauce
Worcestershire sauce
Salt
Pepper

Directions: 

The Croutons:
• Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees.

• Smash two of the garlic cloves, put them in a small bowl  
and add ¼ cup olive oil.  Let the mixture sit for 15 
minutes. You will use this to baste the croutons.

• Take the smashed garlic cloves and rub on a baking 
sheet. Add some of the basting oil so it is well greased.

• Cut the bread into 1/2” cubes and put them on the baking 
sheet. If the crust is too heavy, remove before cutting the cubes.

• Using a brush, baste the bread cubes with the olive oil.

• Bake for 12 minutes or until toasty brown.



112   n   atthelakemagazine.com

(262) 394-5292   info@thymeonthelake.com

We’re here to make your life easier.

Soups, pot pies and special entrées are always available—come by to pick up anytime!

 www.thymeonthelake.com • 106 W. Main Street, Fontana, WI

MEALS-ON-THE-MOVE  Order-ahead, hassle-free, 
complete meals ready to pick up and enjoy at home, 
on your boat, or on a picnic. Call for our weekly menu. 
Homemade pot pies and soups always available.

CATERING  Enjoy your event while we do the work—
from family celebrations, holiday parties and other 
special gatherings, to office lunches and meetings.  
We specialize in small full service dinner parties.

GREAT GIFTS  Featuring foodie gifts, unique nautical 
and seasonal home goods, local artist note cards,  
stylish picnic totes and gift certificates.

The Lettuce:
• Break apart the leaves of the Romaine lettuce, wash 

and let dry in a dish drainer. You should be able to 
easily stack the leaves vertically.

• When dry, break the leaves into bite-size pieces, 
discarding the thick spines.

• Put into an open plastic bag or other container and 
keep in the refrigerator until ready to serve.

Prepping the Sauce:
• Finely mince the remaining four garlic cloves and put 

them in a container and add ½ cup olive oil. Cover 
and let sit until you are ready to serve the salad.

• Just before serving, coddle (put in boiling  
	water) the two eggs for exactly one minute. 

Tableside:
• Make sure you have a large, round, deep, wooden 

salad bowl and all of the ingredients on hand. You 
will also need a fork, a whisk and salad mixing/
serving spoons.

• Put the mustard and chopped anchovies in the salad 
bowl and mash well with a fork to create a paste. 
Take your time — tell everyone this is a slow, precise 

CARDINI’S LEGACY 
LIVES ON

Caesar’s Place and later 

Caesar’s Restaurant and Hotel 

Caesar’s were frequented by 

many well-known American 

movie stars, and even Julia 

Child, who grew up in Southern 

California.  She was taken there 

by her parents as a birthday 

present when she turned 12 

in August 1924. Even at that 

young age, she told her parents 

that she had to try “that salad.” 

Caesar died in 1956 and the 

hotel limped along and was 

completely closed down due to 

drug-related violence in Mexico. 

As part of then President Felipe 

Calderón’s anti-drug war, 

Tijuana and its famous tourist 

spot, Avenida Revolución, were 

rejuvenated and Hotel Caesar’s 

was rehabilitated and re-opened 

in 2010 by the Plascencia family. 
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process — tell everyone the story 
of Caesar Cardini and that fateful 
Fourth of July.

• Add the olive oil and garlic mixture, 
the two coddled eggs and the 
Parmesan cheese, saving about ½ 
cup of cheese for the final topping. 
Whisk well until the mixture is very 
creamy — about thirty seconds.

• Cut the lemon in half, insert the fork 
into each half, twist and squeeze the 
juice out. This should be done with 
some degree of flair.  

• Add 1 tsp. of Worcestershire sauce 
and three or four dashes of Tabasco 
sauce.  Throw in a good pinch of salt 
and some ground black pepper. Whisk 
the sauce well.

• Add the Romaine lettuce and the 
croutons and toss well. (Don’t forget 
the croutons!)

• Plate and add a spoonful of Parmesan 
cheese to each serving. Pass and enjoy.

I know you have had this dish in the past in restaurants, but it is nothing compared 
to this authentic, homemade version.   There is also something magical about 
preparing the dish at tableside, just like Caesar Cardini himself.  

Follow this up with a spaghetti alla carbonara or pasta Bolognese and you will 
really have a winner.

A SMALL TWIST ON THE ORIGINAL
A Caesar Salad is almost a meal in itself. Add a grilled chicken tender or a small piece 
of grilled tuna and open a nice bottle of Sancerre. You won’t need anything more. 
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WORRY 

MORE 
THANJUST 

 
Why is my heart racing? 
What’s wrong with me? 

Why are my palms sweating? 
Am I ever going to be OK? 

These might seem like alarming, or even 
dire, questions. But for the person with an 
anxiety disorder, questions like these move 
through the brain as quickly and frequently 
as cars on a well-traveled highway. 

We all worry. We wrestle with the thought 
that perhaps a door was left unlocked or an 

appliance left on after leaving the house. 
We wring our hands over our children’s 
grades. Work may continually course 
through a troubled mind. 

But there is a distinct difference between 
run-of-the-mill worry and a state of being 
that can be classified as an anxiety disorder. 

Anxiety is more common than you may 
think and has become especially prevalent 
in today’s always-connected, faster-than-the-
speed-of-Facebook world. According to the 
National Institute of Mental Health, 19% of 
adults in the United States have dealt with 
an anxiety disorder in the past year. 

Anxiety is more widespread among women 
— they experience it twice as often as 
men — which could be due to hormone 
imbalances or women’s tendencies to be 
more open with their feelings. An estimated 
31% of U.S. adults will face anxiety at 
some point in their lives. 

Adults aren’t the only ones with anxiety. 
Around 32% of adolescents have had an 
anxiety disorder. 

If you feel that your worries and racing 
thoughts have begun to interfere with your 
life, it might be time to seek help and a 
diagnosis for a potential anxiety disorder. 

//  WELL BEING  //

High-speed thoughts and nerve-wracked 
feelings may point to a deeper health 
condition known as anxiety  
BY SHELBY DEERING 
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THE MANY  
FACES OF ANXIETY

Anxiety is far from a 
universal condition. According 

to the “Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders” (DSM–5), 
there are nine mental disorders that can 
be classified as anxiety disorders. They 
can range from generalized anxiety 
disorder to separation anxiety to social 
anxiety, and they all follow similar, yet 
very different patterns of symptoms. The 
level of severity can vary from person to 
person as well. 

“Mental health disorders are not diagnosed 
based on a ‘feel’ a healthcare provider 
gets about what disorder a person may 
have,” says Erri Hewitt, PhD, Assistant 
Professor, Clinical Track, at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison Department of 
Psychiatry. “Rather, diagnoses are based 
on very specific clusters of symptoms 

people have to have in order to get an 
anxiety disorder diagnosis.” 

Hewitt provides a broader definition 
of anxiety, saying, “Anxiety disorders 
are common conditions that cause 
significant distress and dysfunction. 
They are generally characterized by 
excessive or irrational fear or worry.”  

Joseph Fairbanks, MS, LPC, NCC, 
an Outpatient Lead Psychotherapist 
at Elkhorn’s Aurora Behavioral 

Health Center, shares the standard 
symptoms of anxiety. He says 

that these can include worry, 
restlessness, fatigue, difficulty 

concentrating, irritability, 
muscle tension, sleep 

disturbances, distress and 
the inability to function. 

He says, “Generally, the body 
reacts to anxiety — or induces 

anxiety at times — through rapid heart 
rate, racing thoughts, sweating, tense 
muscles and quick, shallow breathing.”

Fairbanks recommends seeking 
treatment when the symptoms hinder 
your ability to function at home, in the 
community or at work. 

A MYRIAD OF CAUSES 
The sources of anxiety can be varied. 
Although Fairbanks says it’s not 
uncommon for anxiety disorders to “run 
in the family,” they can also be caused 
by health conditions. He lists thyroid 
issues, heart problems, diabetes, COPD 
and asthma as potential anxiety triggers. 
Anxiety can also be a byproduct of 
other mental health conditions, such as 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD), obsessive compulsive disorder 
(OCD) and Depression. 

The National Institute of Mental Health 
lists environmental factors that can 
contribute to anxiety in adulthood. They 
include temperamental traits, shyness, 
and stressful or negative life events 
experienced during childhood. 

Anxiety can be generated by several 
outside causes as well. Hewitt explains, 
“Some substances can cause anxiety 
while they are being taken, while 

others cause anxiety when people 
withdraw from them.” Caffeine, 
alcohol and certain medications, such 
as specific asthma medications, steroids, 
thyroid medications, stimulants and 
decongestants, can lead to anxious 
feelings. 

Lastly, a fast-paced, continually-connected 
lifestyle can contribute to anxiety. 

Fairbanks says, “There is no doubt that 
being always connected contributes to and 
exacerbates mental health problems such 
as anxiety and depression. Anxiety serves a 
purpose in keeping us safe from dangerous 
situations. Stimulating the brain can 
simulate the feeling that one needs to face a 
challenge immediately, escape the difficulty 
or freeze in place until the situation is 
passed by or resolved on its own.”   

He adds, “It is not entirely clear if anxiety 
is more common now than in the past, 
though it seems that it is according to 
different polls.”

Hewitt shares an example of when our 
digital culture can spark feelings of anxiety, 
which can lie in conditioned, unhealthy 
responses. She says, “A cell phone itself may 
or may not trigger anxiety depending on 
how a person thinks about it and responds 
to it. If a person thinks every time their 
cell phone registers an email, call or text 
that it could be an emergency and they 
have to check the phone immediately, 
they will likely behave in ways that trigger 
feelings of anxiety.” 

She says, “This is why it’s important to 
talk with a healthcare provider to better 
understand the causes of the anxiety so 
that treatment can be most effectively 
tailored to the specific type of anxiety 
one is experiencing,” Hewitt notes. 

HOW TO SOOTHE  
THE SYMPTOMS
When anxiety has begun to disrupt 
your life, it’s time to head to your 
primary care doctor. You may then be 
referred to a psychiatrist or another 
mental health professional for 
additional assistance. 

Medication is a viable solution to 
those who struggle with daily anxiety. 
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Epoxy & Polyurea Floor Coatings for Residential & Commercial Applications.  
We can transform any new or old concrete floor into a clean and bright area  

giving your home or work space an updated, luxurious feel.

ADVANCEDCOATINGSPLUS@YAHOO.COM
ADVANCEDCOATINGSPLUS.COM • 262.325.5871

KNOLL CRANE, INC.
2851 US Hwy. 12, Spring Grove, IL. 60081 • 815-675-9400

sales@knollsteelinc.com • www.knollcraneinc.com

Let us lift your heavy loads!
17 & 23 Ton Boom Trucks,  
30 & 40 Ton Hydro Cranes

Trusses, Beams, Steel, Precast,  
The list is endless....If you need it lifted we 

can get it there!

We have highly trained & certified operators

Merit Shop Contractor

We have been servicing your  
crane needs since 1987

Fairbanks shares that 8.3% of American 
adults are currently taking anti-anxiety 
medications, and you can discuss these 
options with your doctor. 

Hewitt says that anxiety disorders are 
most often treated with a combination 
of medication and psychotherapy 
— specifically, Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy (CBT), also known as “talk 
therapy.” Fairbanks adds that this 
form of therapy is considered the 
“standard approach of psychotherapy 
for mood disorders.”  

CBT fosters practical skills and 
allows anxiety sufferers to release 
their thoughts and feelings with a 
therapist. In fact, the Department of 
Psychology at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill cites that 
60% of those who engage in CBT 
see a noticeable improvement in their 
anxiety symptoms. 

There are also plenty of homeopathic ways 
to combat anxiety. Fairbanks recommends 
regular exercise, spending time outdoors, 
sufficient sleep, meditation, healthy 
eating, disconnecting from technology 
and a good social support network. He 
also advises avoiding alcohol, caffeine, 
nicotine and other stimulants. 

He says, “The best ways to treat anxiety 
are to prevent it. It’s also important to 
practice these good habits when one is 
not feeling anxious in order to obtain 
the greatest benefit in the moment and 
to prepare for moments when anxiety 
does occur.” 

“Anxiety is common,” Hewitt says. 
“When anxiety gets to the point 
that it interferes with a person’s daily 
life activities, which include work, 
relationships and hobbies, they should 
seek consultation with a healthcare 
professional such as a primary care 
physician or a mental health provider. 
Anxiety is treatable and there are a range 
of treatments that include medications, 
talk therapies, exercise and mindfulness 
activities. And people can work with 
their healthcare providers to tailor 
these treatments to their individual 
situations: their lifestyle, their available 
time and their values.” 
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Delavan Lake Resort is an all suite lakefront retreat. Spacious one and two bedroom suites offer guests 
the comforts of home with a kitchen, dining area, gas fireplace, private balcony or patio. Hotel amenities 
include an indoor and outdoor pool, hot tub, game room, laundry facilities and free wireless internet.

Delavan Lake Resort is a perfect getaway for couples, groups and families. Sneak away to enjoy stunning 
views of the lake and all that the Geneva Lakes area has to offer.

1505 South Shore Drive, Delavan, WI

262.728.2200 • 800.430.8164
reservations@lakedelavanresort.com

Luxury Lakefront reaL estate

GENEVA LAKEFRONT 
5BR, 2BA | MLS #1478982 | $2,350,000

BEULAH LAKEFRONT
4BR, 3BA | MLS #1467487 | $849,000

LAUDERDALE LAKEFRONT
5BR, 4.5BA | MLS #1418769 | $1,499,900

GENEVA NATIONAL
5BR, 4.5BA | MLS #1460466 | $795,000

LAUDERDALE LAKEFRONT
6BR, 3.5BA | MLS #1437273 | $1,250,000

WHITEWATER LAKEFRONT
3BR, 3BA | MLS #1485964 | $775,000

BEULAH LAKEFRONT 
5BR, 5BA | MLS #1487915 | $1,250,000

UPPER PHANTOM LAKEFRONT
3BR, 3BA | MLS #1475332 | $725,000

WHITEWATER LAKEFRONT
4BR, 5.5BA | MLS #1462985 | $1,175,000

WHITEWATER LAKEFRONT
3BR, 3BA | MLS #1486265 | $599,900

MICK BALESTRIERI
LAKEFRONT SPECIALIST

(262) 949-3996 | LakeGenevaRealty.com

Let me help you “Resort To A New Way of Living”

262.949.3996 | LakeGenevaRealty.com

GENEVA LAKE ACCESS
3BR, 2.5BA | MLS #1640539 | $799,900

LAUDERDALE SHORES CONDOS
MLS#1648747 $118,900 | MLS #1648934 $134,900

LAUDERDALE LAKEFRONT
2BR, 1BA | MLS #1600063 | $629,000

GENEVA LAKEFRONT CONDO
2BR, 2BA | MLS #1637996 | $495,000

ABBEY SPRINGS 
4 BR, 3.5 BA | MLS#1647294 | $539,900

WILLABAY SHORES CONDO
2 BR, 2 BA | MLS#1644921 | $210,000

LAUDERDALE LAKEFRONT
5BR, 5BA | MLS #1632184 | $1,895,000

GENEVA LAKE BOAT SLIP
5BR, 3.5BA | MLS #1628621 | $1,995,000

 LAKE BEULAH LAKEFRONT
4BR, 4BA | MLS #1647076 | $995,000

SUGAR CREEK 22 ACRES - POND & WOODS
3BR, 3.5BA | MLS #1641768 | $499,900

SUGAR CREEK 43 ACRES w/ 4 ACRE POND
5BR, 5.5BA | MLS #1587904 | $1,425,000

BLACK POINT FARM & STABLES
79.44 Acres | MLS #1620344 | $2,500,000
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Volunteering is not confined to a handful of “do-
gooders.” Instead, it is a massive force that is helping 
to build a better world, a better Wisconsin and a 
better Walworth County. In fact, according to 
Corporation for National and Community Service, 
Wisconsin has the third-highest volunteer rate 
in the nation, with more than 35% of residents 
committing 169 million hours of service annually.

In Walworth County, a portion of those hours are 
contributed through Volunteer Connection Inc., 
a  nonprofit charitable  organization that matches 
and supports volunteers with local nonprofit 
organizations throughout Walworth County. Since 
its founding, the organization’s volunteers have 
provided over 352,000 hours of service.

Volunteer Connection was established in July 
2010, explains Executive Director Patti O’Brien, 
when the federal funding for RSVP, the Retired 
Senior Volunteer Program, for Walworth County 
went away. “The organizations we serve are 
nonprofit organizations,” says O’Brien. “The 
people we serve are Walworth County low-
income residents. Many are seniors and veterans 
that cannot find help elsewhere.”

Most importantly, Volunteer Connection serves 
volunteers. As the Volunteer Connection website 
states: “Our community needs volunteers to share 

their experience, time and talents with others. By 
volunteering, you are sharing a precious gift — 
yourself! ​Volunteer Connection exists to serve you, 
its volunteers. Through your volunteer activities, 
you are joining other caring individuals throughout 
Walworth County. Together we can work to build a 
better life for our community.”

THE VALUE OF GIVING
Volunteer Connection has served approximately 
100 organizations in Walworth County. To put 
a monetary value on the organization’s impact, 
Wisconsin volunteers in 2018 were valued at $25.18 
per hour, according to Independent Sector, an 
organization that serves the charitable community. 
“If you average $20 per hour for 352,000 hours, 
that comes out to over $7 million contributed to 
Walworth County,” says O’Brien. And in that time, 
over 600 volunteers have provided essential services 
to 50,000 residents at no charge.

Retired Lt. Col. Nathan M. Bond, the Walworth 
County Veterans Service Officer, relies on Volunteer 
Connection to help his office fulfill its mission of 
providing assistance, advice and advocacy for the 
veterans of Walworth County and their children, 
spouses and survivors.  

“Without Volunteer Connection of Walworth 
County, it would be extremely difficult to 

[ CREATING connections TO A BETTER ]

WALWORTH 
COUNTY

//  SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT  //

-
Volunteer Connection helps match 

volunteers and organizations in need
BY AMANDA N. WEGNER
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fulfill my agency’s mission.  Rides to and from the VA and 
civilian facility medical appointments, small household — and 
sometimes not so small — maintenance jobs, and all sorts of 
other situations where a helping hand is required are provided 
by Patti O’Brien and her crew of volunteers,” says Bond. 
“Even the veteran service organizations like the VFW and 
the American Legion depend on Patti to connect them with 
community projects and members of the community where 
they can lend a hand.”

Adds Jean Raidl, president of the Elkhorn Food Pantry: 
“Volunteer Connection Inc. is very valuable to our Walworth 
County community. [Patti] helps the Elkhorn Food Pantry in 
many ways. She supplies volunteers to us and helps us whenever 
we need an extra hand.”

By connecting with so many organizations, Volunteer 
Connection offers a variety of options for volunteers of all ages, 
skills and abilities. “We want the volunteer to take pride in 
their experience and have fun, so we leave it up to them as to 
what time they have available and what they want to do,” says 
O’Brien. “Some volunteers want to do something one day each 
week on the same day at the same time.  Some want to only 
help with Toys for Tots, which would be a few weeks [each year] 
of picking up toys, organizing them and handing them out.”

While some organizations reach out to Volunteer Connection for 
assistance, Volunteer Connection also contacts organizations if it 
hears they are in need of volunteers.

In addition to providing volunteers for organizations, Volunteer 
Connection offers other opportunities as well. For instance, the 
organization has two groups of TeleCare volunteers that make daily 
wellness telephone calls to individuals in need to make sure they 
are OK.

The organization also runs a Quality of Life program that O’Brien 
and her board are proud of, as it has a direct impact on low-
income seniors, veterans and disabled Walworth County residents. 
Some examples of recent projects completed through the Quality 
of Life program include replacing a storm door for an elderly 
veteran in the winter; moving mailboxes for residents who had 
become disabled; installing insulation, drywall after pipes burst in 
a verteran’s home; assembling baby furniture for a family whose 
apartment had a fire; and more. Many different talents are needed 
for Volunteer Connection’s Quality of Life program. Referrals for 
this program, says O’Brien, come from nonprofit and governmental 
agencies when people need extra help in their homes. 

The organization also organizes the annual Day of Action, which 
is scheduled for September 14 this year.  With the assistance of 
Elkhorn Area High School sports teams and coaches, volunteers 
complete projects around the county. For instance, some healthcare 
facilities will have a ‘spa day,’ where residents receive hand and arm 
massages, get their nails painted, hair combed and play games like 
bingo. Some volunteers will help tidy up the inside and outside of 
organizations, helping with chores such as landscaping, painting 
and more. 

Volunteer Connection hosts an annual Day of Action in which 
Elkhorn Area High School students engage in activities to assist 
area nonprofits as well as seniors in healthcare facilities. Shown 
above are students at Kindred Hearts Senior Living Center, 
Lutherdale Ministries and Lakeland Health Care Center.
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Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 10-5  
Friday & Saturday 10-4 

Appointments available 262-728-8241 
 www.therusticrealm.com 

   

WE CARRY RUSTIC & 
TRADITIONAL FURNISHINGS 

   

Use coupon code  
at checkout:

LAKE 10

LAKE GENEVA 
ZIPLINE  
ADVENTURE

SAVE $10 ON A

lakegenevacanopytours.com/AtTheLake
N3232 Co Rd H, Lake Geneva, WI 53147

262.245.3560

“We do as much as we can, depending on 
the number of volunteers that we get signed 
up,” says O’Brien.

GETTING INVOLVED
Time, talent and experience are important 
things we all have that we can share with 
our neighbors. “I guarantee volunteers will 
discover that while community service 
improves the lives and the community 
around them, the greatest reward is 
the enrichment and new meaning it 
will bring them, how good it will make 
them feel that they’re helping people 
and organizations that need them,” says 
O’Brien.  

“Research has proven that volunteers 
enjoy better health and make new friends 
when they stay active and involved in their 
communities,” she adds. 

To volunteer with Volunteer Connection, 
an application is required, which can 
be found on the organization’s website. 
In turn for volunteering with Volunteer 
Connection, the organization provides 
accident, liability and excess automobile 
insurance while volunteering and traveling 
to and from a volunteer assignment at no 
cost. (Some limitations apply.) 

Volunteers also get individual preference 
on assignments. “It is important that 
you are comfortable with your volunteer 
assignment,” says O’Brien. “We are flexible 
and can make changes to accommodate 
your needs as a volunteer.”

Volunteers are required to submit their 
hours as proof of their service and to help 
assess Volunteer Connection’s performance. 

In addition to time, talent and experience, 
Volunteer Connection accepts tax-
deductible financial gifts to support its 
work, which is vital to many in Walworth 
County. “We care about them all — the 
individual as well as the organizations,” 
says O’Brien of the value Volunteer 
Connection Inc. brings to the community. 
“If we don’t do it, who will?” 
_
CONNECT WITH VOLUNTEER CONNECTION 
Website: volunteerwalworth.org   
Phone: 262-472-9632 
Email: volunteerwalworth@gmail.com
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//  Q & A  //

This year, WLKG-FM 96.1, Lake Geneva’s award-winning radio 
station, is celebrating its 25th anniversary. To recognize this on-
air achievement, At The Lake caught up with Tom Kwiatkowski, 
the station’s founder, owner and president to get his thoughts on 
the station’s success as well as his many career achievements. 

Kwiatkowski grew up on Chicago’s south side and is quick to 
point out the area’s industrial and blue-collar personality. He 
graduated from St. Rita High School, Chicago State University 
and received his master’s degree from Loyola University. 

Kwiatkowski started teaching in Burbank, Illinois, in 1968, 
but was a summer resident of Lake Geneva beginning in 1955. 
He started dating his wife, Barbara, in 1967 and the couple 
was married in 1970. They have three married daughters 
and five grandchildren. His teaching career in Lake Geneva 
began in 1970 at Eastview Elementary School and he served as 
principal of Star Center School from 1974-1994. In 1994 he 
started WLKG-FM 96.1 and continues to play an active role in 
the station’s success.

YOUR EARLY CAREER WAS IN EDUCATION. WHAT 
MADE YOU TAKE THE LEAP INTO RADIO?
I loved education, but to make money you really have to 
move to bigger school districts with bigger budgets and that 
means moving around the country. I was very content to 
live in Lake Geneva with an established family. One way to 
grow financially is to own a successful business. I met with 
Skip Bliss of Bliss Communications in 1990 and he and his 
team encouraged me to pursue radio license 96.1 FM with an 
assignment to Lake Geneva. The new business would allow me 
to stay in Lake Geneva, and in a way, still be in the education 
business through radio.

WLKG IS CELEBRATING 25 YEARS ON THE AIR. 
WHAT DOES THIS MILESTONE MEAN?
Barb and I are coming up on 49 years of marriage and we 
were reflecting on all the Lake Geneva businesses that we’ve 
frequented that no longer exist. WLKG-FM’s sales in the first 
15 months were pretty skimpy. We made changes and grew 
into success. Twenty-five years is a long time, and Barb and 
I are proud to have a business that has served Walworth and 
the surrounding counties, not only with music, but with news, 
weather, sports and information for a quarter century. 

WHAT DO YOU ATTRIBUTE WLKG’S MOST 
RECENT RECOGNITION BY THE WBA AS THE 
BEST MUSIC RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR?
We’ve done two things pretty well for 25 years. We have had 
talented program directors who have picked the right music 
for our adult contemporary format. We have to sound like the 
major market stations, and we do. 

Our second strength is the creativity of our commercials in house, 
and our sales staff led by General Manager Nancy Douglass, do 
an amazing job of making the commercials stand out.

YOU SERVED ON THE WATER SAFETY PATROL 
FOR OVER 50 YEARS. WHAT ARE YOUR PROUDEST 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS?
I wanted to be on the Water Safety Patrol since I was 10. I 
started as a lifeguard; in 1965 moved up to the boat crew; 
and in 1972 became one of Wisconsin’s first boating safety 
instructors. I was hired as operations director in 1978 and stayed 
until 1989. Then I was appointed to the board of directors in 
2017. While operations director, we moved into the computer 
age and improved our communications system. We went from 
two reliable boats to five. The Patrol advanced its training and 
expanded boat patrolling hours greatly. The Patrol and its board 
of directors are dedicated to making Geneva Lake the safest lake 
in Wisconsin, and the municipalities of the Town of Linn, Lake 
Geneva, Williams Bay and Fontana have been strong supporters. 

WHAT’S THE SECRET TO YOUR SUCCESS AS A 
BUSINESSMAN AND COMMUNITY LEADER?
There is no secret to success. You just work more hours than 
you thought and you spend more money than you thought. 
I’ve been fortunate to find a passion and desire in everything I 
have done. I loved teaching, I loved managing a school, I loved 
managing the Water Safety Patrol and love being in radio. None 
of my success would be possible without the help of hundreds 
of people over the years. The most important person has been 
my wife, Barbara, who is the wind beneath my wings. 

Q&A
TOM KWIATKOWSKI 
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AMERICAN / 
CONTEMPORARY
ALPINE VALLEY RESORT W2501 County Road 
D, Elkhorn; 262-642-7374. alpinevalleyresort.
com. Full menu in the Alpine Dining Room; 
sandwiches in the Valley View Lounge. B, L, D, 
$–$$. m e vbPR

B.J. WENTKER’S  230 Milwaukee Ave., Burling-
ton; 262-758-6112. bjwentkers.com. Innovative 
menu. Extensive wine list. Bar open past 10 
p.m. Closed Sun. L, D, $$–$$$. me vb&

THE BLACK SHEEP  210 W. Whitewater St., 
Whitewater, 262-458-4751; eatatblacksheep.
com. Menu and specials are updated regularly 
to incorporate fresh, in-season, local foods 
presented in a delicious new way. Poultry, fish, 
pork, lamb, gluten-free, and vegetarian entrées. 
Closed Sun. L, D, $-$$. m  & 

CLUBHOUSE SPORTS BAR & GRILL  Lake Lawn 
Resort, 2400 E. Geneva St. (State Hwy. 50), Dela-
van; 262-728-7950. lakelawnresort.com. Offering 
picturesque views of our golf course, and serving 
a classic bar and grill menu in a cozy and relaxed 
atmosphere. B, L, D, $.

CRAFTED AMERICANA  The Ridge Hotel, W4240 
State Hwy. 50, Lake Geneva; 262-249-3832,  
craftedamericana.com. Contemporary menu 
incorporates premium, locally sourced ingredients. 
B, L, D, $$-$$$. mbv&

THE DUCK INN  N6214 State Hwy. 89 (inter-
section of County Rd. A and State Hwy. 89), 
Delavan; 608-883-6988. duckinndelavan.com. 
Roast duck, filets, ribs. Closed Tues. D, $$-$$$. 
mvb

EGG HARBOR CAFÉ  827 Main St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-1207. eggharborcafe.com. Gourmet 
breakfast and lunch creations served from 6:30 
a.m. daily. B, L, $. 

FIDDLESTICKS BISTRO 101 W. Evergreen Parkway, 
Suite 7, Elkhorn; 262-743-2233. fiddlesticksbistro.
com. Casual American bistro featuring global 
influences and creative twists to menu items. 
Closed Wed., B, L, D, $-$$$. mv

FORK IN THE ROAD 215 N. Rochester St., 
Mukwonago; 262-363-7849. forkintheroad 
restaurant.com. A unique twist on American 
cuisine. Closed Sundays. L, D, $-$$ Umvb 

FRONTIER RESTAURANT  Lake Lawn Resort, 
2400 E. Geneva St. (State Hwy. 50), Delavan; 
262-728-7950. lakelawnresort.com. Innovative 
American Heartland Cuisine served in the style 
of New American Cooking, which takes familiar 
comfort foods and adds sophisticated culinary 

twists. Our menu features only the finest 
regional ingredients from local Wisconsin 
farms including our own homegrown herbs 
and fresh honey. L, D, Br (Sunday only), $-$$$. 
me vbzb

THE GRAND CAFÉ  Grand Geneva Resort, 
Lake Geneva; 262-249-4788. grandgeneva.
com. Contemporary American cuisine in a 
casual setting. Breakfast buffet seasonally; 
Fri. & Sat. night prime rib and seafood buffet. 
B, L, D, $–$$. mbPR

THE GRANDVIEW RESTAURANT  N2009 S. 
Lakeshore Dr., Lake Geneva; 262-248-5690. 
genevainn.com. Enjoy lakeside dining and 
spectacular sunsets. Offering perfectly 
prepared seafood, beef, poultry and pasta 
entrées. Menus are subject to change based 
on product availability and seasonality. B, BR, 
L, D, $$-$$$. mbU

JONATHAN’S ON BRICK STREET 116 E. Wal-
worth Ave., Delavan; 262-725-7715. jonathans 
onbrickstreet.com. Casual fine dining featuring 
small plates, appetizers and a diverse entrée 
selection of fresh fish, seafood, hand cut steaks 
and salads. Open daily. D, $$-$$$ mv

PIER 290 1 Liechty Dr., Williams Bay; 262-
245-2100. pier290.com. We focus on clean 
flavors and fresh ingredients. Heated indoor 
and outdoor bar. Accessible by land and 
water. Boat parking available. L, D, $-$$. 
m eb&bUPR

RED GERANIUM RESTAURANT  393 N. Ed-
wards Blvd. (State Road 50 and N. Edwards 
Blvd.), Lake Geneva; 262-248-3637. redgera-
niumrestaurant.com. Extensive wine list. Br, L, 
D, $$–$$$, dressy casual attire. mvb&PR

SIMPLE CAFÉ  525 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-3556. simplelakegeneva.com. Fresh 
farm-to-table food. B, L, $-$$.Ub

SOMEPLACE ELSE  1 W. Walworth St., Elk-
horn; 262-723-3111. someplaceelserestaurant.
com. Fresh seafood, sandwiches, soups. 
Closed Sun. L, D, $. mvbPR

SOPRA: AN AMERICAN BISTRO  724 Main St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-249-0800. soprabistro.
com. Contemporary American twist on  
Bistro classics.  
D, $$-$$$. mU

TUSCAN TAVERN AND GRILL  430 Broad 
St., Lake Geneva; 262-248-0888. thetus-
cantavernandgrill.com. Specializing in Italian 
classics, mouth-watering charbroiled steaks 
and artisan brick oven pizzas. L, D, $-$$. 
mb&PR

240o WEST  The Abbey Resort, 269 
Fontana Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-9034. 
theabbeyresort.com/dining. From small 
plates packed with flavor to unexpected 
entrées with an unexpected twist.  
B, D, Br on Sunday, $$-$$$. mb e

THE WATERFRONT The Abbey Resort, 269 
Fontana Blvd, Fontana; 262-275-9034. 
theabbeyresort.com/dining. Casual/Burgers, 
BBQ. L, D, $-$$. v b e U

YE OLDE HOTEL BAR & RESTAURANT  6070 S. 
Railroad St., Lyons; 262-763-2701. yeolde 
hotel.com. Traditional American. Extensive wine 
list. Closed Mon.-Tues. D, $–$$. m v &PR 

ASIAN
BEIJING GARDEN  464 S. Pine St., Burlington;  
262-767-1188. Chinese. Closed Monday. L, D, $. b

CHINA GARDEN  136 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan; 
262-749-3111. chinagardendelavan.com L, D, $, 
beer and wine. Closed Monday. bPR

CHINA HOUSE  1128 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-749-3111. Chinese cuisine. Closed Tues. L, D, 
NC, $.

CHONG YANG CHINESE RESTAURANT  541 Keno-
sha St., Walworth; 262-275-5200. Chinese. L, D, $.

DRAGON CITY  98 E. Geneva Square, Lake  
Geneva; 262-249-8867. Eat-in or take-out  
Chinese cuisine. Closed Tues. L, D, $.

GOLDEN DRAGON  2763 Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-5518. Closed Mon. L,D, $.m

HAPPY CAFÉ  526 S. Wells St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-8181. Chinese and American. B, L, D, $, 
beer and wine. vb

MOY’S RESTAURANT  3 N. Wisconsin St.,  
Elkhorn; 262-723-3993. moysrestuarant.com. 
Authentic Chinese cuisine. Dine-in and carry-
out. Closed Mon. L, D, $. mbz&PR

SABAI, SABAI  306 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-4114. Authentic Thai food. L, D, $$. Beer 
and wine.U

SU-WING’S CHINESE RESTAURANT  743 North 
St., Lake Geneva; 262-248-1178. Closed Mon. L, 
D, $–$$, cocktails. bPR

TWO SISTERS THAI RESTAURANT  207 N. Main 
St., Walworth; 262-394-5700. Tues.-Fri. lunch 
specials. L, D, $.

YO-SHI JAPANESE RESTAURANT 1823 E.  
Geneva St. (State Road 50), Delavan; 262-
740-2223. Hibachi cooking, sushi bar. Beer 
and wine. L, D, $$.  

Restaurants are listed by category. Information is subject to change. Please contact individual restaurants for hours of operation.  
Inclusion in this directory should not be considered an unqualified endorsement by At The Lake. Visit atthelakemagazine.com to browse 
this directory online, and to view locator maps for each restaurant.
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121 Kenosha St., Walworth, WI 53184
Ph: 262-394-4300 • www.10pinpub.com

Check our website for hours and specials!
Handmade pizzas, homemade tater tots, cosmic bowling Fri/Sat and 14 HD TVs!

Bowling, Dining & Spirits

SPECIALIZING IN ITALIAN CLASSICS AND DELICIOUS STEAKS & SEAFOOD

TheTuscanTavernAndGrill.com

HOST YOUR SPECIAL OCCASION IN ONE OF OUR PRIVATE ROOMS • GLUTEN FREE MENU
WE ACCOMMODATE LARGE GROUPS
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BARBECUE
CASUAL JOE’S  319 W. James St., Whitewater; 
262-458-4751. casualjoes.com. Farm to table 
dining featuring meats smoked onsite along 
with homemade barbecue sauces. Closed Sun.-
Mon. L, D, $. m

LD’S BBQ  2511 Main St., East Troy; 414-610-7675. 
ldsbbq.com. Roadside BBQ featuring slow 
smoked meats, including ribs, brisket, pulled 
pork, smoked sausage, chicken. Carry-out only. 
Open Wed.- Sun. $-$$.

NEXT DOOR PUB  411 Interchange North (Hwy. 
120), Lake Geneva; 262-248-9551. nextdoorpub.
com. Pizza, burgers, sandwiches, salads, soups, 
pastas. Dine-in, carryout, delivery. L, D, $. mbz

PAPA’S BBQ PIT STOP 502 Borg Rd., Delavan; 
262-725-2389. papasbbqpit.com. Apple and 
cherrywood smoked BBQ available for pickup, 
delivery or catering. Closed Sun. Open L, D, 
$-$$.

SMOKEY’S BAR-B-QUE HOUSE  Timber Ridge Lodge 
at Grand Geneva, State Rd. 50, Lake Geneva; 262-
249-3400. grandgeneva.com. B, L, D (hours vary 
throughout the year), $–$$. mb

CASUAL/BURGERS
ALE STATION FOOD & BREW  2645 Main St.,  
East Troy; 262-642-2739. alestation.com. (For-
merly the Grist Mill.) Pub food with 32 beers on 
tap. L, D, $-$$. m vB

ANNIE’S BURGER TOWN  645 N. Lincoln St., 
Elkhorn; 262-723-3250. anniesburgertown.com. 
Burgers, salads, sandwiches, appetizers, soups, 
ice cream. Local delivery. L, D, $.vb

BAR 55  The Ridge Hotel, W4240 State Hwy. 
50, Lake Geneva; 262-249-3800. ridgelake-
geneva.com. Outdoor restaurant with fire 
feature overlooking Lake Como. Specialty 
sandwiches, appetizers, salads. Live enter-
tainment on weekends. L, D, $-$$. b U  m e

BAR WEST  The Abbey Resort, 269 Fontana 
Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-9034. theabbeyre-
sort.com/dining. Featuring small plates, cock-
tails and musical entertainment Wed.-Sat. D, 
$-$$. m e z

BARLEY’S HOPS AND MALTS  N8720 County 
Road N, East Troy; 262-642-7811. Sandwiches, 
pizza. Open daily. L, D, $. m vbz

THE BIG HOUSE BAR AND GRILL N1320 S.  
Lake Shore Dr., Genoa City; 262-279-5700.  
thebighouselakegeneva.com. Burgers, wings, 
Italian beefs and more. L, D, $. m e z

THE BOAT HOUSE BAR & GRILL  2062 S.  
Lakeshore Dr., Lake Geneva; 262-812-4126.  
theboathouselakegeneva.com. Classic American 
dishes including burgers, pizzas, wraps, salads 
and more. Wrap-around deck and boat access. 
$$, U m  b b

BRASS RAIL  130 W. Main St., Whitewater; 262-
473-4038. Bar and grill. L, D, NC, ATM, $. m v

BRUISER’S  689 Milwaukee Ave., Burlington; 262-
763-6008. Subs, pizza, salads. L, D, NC, $.v

CHAMPS SPORTS BAR AND GRILL  747 W. Main 
St., Lake Geneva; 262-248-6008. champslake 
geneva.com. L, D, $. mv zU

THE CHARCOAL GRILL AND ROTISSERIE 580 
Milwaukee Ave., Burlington; 262-767-0000. 
charcoalgrill.com. L, D, $. m vbzPR 

CHUCK’S LAKESHORE INN  352 Lake St., 
Fontana; 262-275-3222. chuckslakeshoreinn.
com. Open daily. Burgers and sandwiches. 
Live entertainment some weekends. L, D, $. 
mUe vbzb

COFFEE CUP CAFE  192 Baldwin St., Sharon; 
262-736-4060. Broad menu, daily specials. B, L, 
D, $. vb

THE CORNER KITCHEN  100 Lake St., Twin Lakes; 
262-877-2456. B, L, D, $. vb

COUNTRYSIDE  W9695 Hwy. 14, Darien; 262-
882-3224. B, L, D (Fri. only), $. v

DELAVAN FAMILY RESTAURANT  505 S. 7th St., 
Delavan; 262-728-1715. B, L, D, $. vb

DJ’S IN THE DRINK  W3860 North Lake Shore 
Dr., Lake Como; 262-248-8855. View of Lake 
Como. L, D, Visa or Cash accepted, $. ATM, 
mvbzb

841 BREW HOUSE  841 E. Milwaukee St., 
Whitewater; 262-473-8000. 841brewhouse.
com. Full microbrewery. Open daily $–$$. 
mv &PR

ELK RESTAURANT  13 W. Walworth St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-4220. elkrestaurant.com. B, L, D, $. v

THE END ZONE BAR & GRILL  4112 Blue Gill Rd., 
Delavan; 262-728-2420. Appetizers, burgers, 
sandwiches. L, D, $. m e v z

EVERGREEN GOLF CLUB N6246 U.S. Hwy. 12, 
Elkhorn; 262-723-5722. Steaks, burgers, ribs. L, D, 
$-$$.

key B: Breakfast      Br: Brunch      L: Lunch      D: Dinner      NC: No Credit Cards Accepted      $: Mostly Under $10
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Pies made from scratch...
just like grandma made.

150 East Geneva Square  
Geneva Square Shopping Center

262-248-5100

Key Lime Pie 
4 out of 5 years

Award Winning

u Fruit Pies
u Cream Pies
u Soups, Seasonal
u Sandwiches
u Quiches
u Cappuccino & Coffees
u Chicken Pot Pie
u Cookies
u Muffins & Scones
u Catering
u Shipping Available

Eat in or Take it to go

Gluten-Free Pies Available

lgpie.com
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FITZGERALD’S GENOA JUNCTION  727 Main 
St., Hwy. B, Genoa City; 262-279-5200. 
fitzgeraldsfishboil.com. Ribs, fish boil, and 
chicken. Closed Mon.-Tues. D, NC, $. mv

FLAT IRON TAP  150 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-4064. flatirontaplg.com. Gourmet 
burgers, specialty sandwiches, soups and 
salads, over 100 beer and wine selections. 
Closed Mondays. L, D, $-$$ bz

FLIPPY’S  401 N. Pine St., Burlington; 262-763-
6754. flippysfastfood.com. Casual fast food. L, 
D, $. vb

FORK IN THE ROAD 215 N. Rochester St.,  
Mukwonago; 262-363-7849. forkintheroad 
restaurant.com. A unique twist on American  
cuisine. Closed Sundays. L, D, $-$$. Umvb 

FRED’S PARKVIEW  596 N. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-763-8370. freds-burgers.com. Meat and 
buns fresh from local grocer Gooseberries every 
day. L, D, $.mbz

GABBY’S PALACE  356 N. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-763-4363. Sandwiches, daily specials. NC, 
$. m vbPR

GORDY’S BOAT HOUSE  336 Lake Ave., Fontana; 
262-275-6800. gordysboats.com. Casual dining, 
Geneva Lake view. Steaks, pizza, seafood, sand-
wiches. Weekend Bloody Mary bar. Boat dock, 
valet parking. L, D, $–$$.me vbbPRz

THE GRAND CAFÉ  Grand Geneva Resort, Lake 
Geneva; 262-249-4788. grandgeneva.com. 
Contemporary American cuisine in a casual 
setting. Breakfast buffet seasonally; Fri. & Sat. 
night prime rib and seafood buffet. B, L, D, $–$$. 
mbPR

GREENIE’S CLUBHOUSE At Delbrook Golf  
Course, 700 S. 2nd St., Delavan; 262-728-1339.  
greeniesclubhouse.com. Pasta, steaks and  
sandwiches. $.mv

 

HARBORSIDE CAFE  100 Broad St., Lake  
Geneva; 262-248-3835. Late night happy hour. 
B, L, D, $$. m v Ub

HARPOON WILLIE’S PUB & EATERY  10 E. 
Geneva St., Williams Bay; 262-245-6906. 
harpoonwillies.com. Sandwiches, salads and 
house-smoked meats. L, D, $.mzb

HAWK’S VIEW GOLF CLUB W7377 Krueger Rd., 
Lake Geneva; 262-348-9900. hawksviewgolf 
club.com. Sandwiches, homemade soups. L, D, 
$-$$. v U

HEART & SÓL CAFÉ  264 Center St., Lake 
Geneva; 262-812-4035. Specializes in organic, 
non-GMO, locally sourced food, drinks and 
smoothies. L, $-$$. 

HOGS AND KISSES  149 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-7447. hogsandkisses.com. D.J. and 
dancing. Closed Mon. L, D, $. mbz

INN BETWEEN  1522 Beckman Dr., Delavan; 
262-728-9824. L, D, $.mbbUz

ISLE OF CAPRI CAFÉ  Lake Lawn Resort, 2400 E. 
Geneva St., (State Hwy. 50), Delavan; 262-728-7950. 
lakelawnresort.com. Choose from a variety of items 
including espresso drinks and made-from-scratch 
breakfast sandwiches in the morning, to gelato, 
Italian-inspired grilled sandwiches and sophisticated 
wood-fire pizzas into the evening. B, L, D. $.

JACKSON’S HOLE  1798 Genesee Rd., Spring-
field; 262-248-1995. Pizza, sandwiches, appe-
tizers, entrées. L, D, NC, ATM, $. mvbzPR

JO JO’S PIZZA & PASTA 308 State Hwy. 50, 
Delavan; 262-728-5656. jojospizzadelavan.com 
L, D, $-$$. 

KC’S CLUBHOUSE  W3731 Club House Dr., Lake 
Geneva; 262-203-5320. Appetizers, sandwiches, 
steaks, ribs, fish. L, D, $$, mv U

LAGRANGE GENERAL STORE  W6098 U.S. Hwy. 
12, Whitewater; 262-495-3327. Sandwiches, soups, 
salads, coffee, smoothies, ice cream. L, D, $.

LAKEHOUSE BREAKFAST BAR & GRILL  N7073 
State Highway 12/67, Elkhorn; 262-742-3300. 
lakehouseelkhorn.com. Closed Tues. B, L, D, 
$-$$. m vz

LAUDERDALE LANDING  W5625 West Shore Dr., 
Elkhorn; 262-495-8727. lauderdalelanding.com. 
Beautiful lake views, Waterfront Tiki Bar serving 
weekends and holidays. Access the restaurant 
via boat. Serving homemade pizza, sandwiches 
and burgers. Open 11 a.m. daily. L, D, $-$$. UBm 
bv z

LEFTY’S CHICAGO-STYLE HOT DOGS  N7033 
U.S. Hwy. 12, Elkhorn; 262-215-8266. Hot dogs, 
beef, brats. Carry-out. L, D, NC, $.

LINDEY’S ON BEULAH  W1340 Beach Rd., 
East Troy; 262-642-2600. Pub fare. D, 
$.m e vb&bUPRz

LOOKOUT BAR & EATERY  Lake Lawn Resort, 2400 
E. Geneva St. (State Hwy. 50), Delavan; 262-728-
7950. lakelawnresort.com. Offering picturesque 
views of the lakefront, and serving classic pub fare 
in a relaxed atmosphere. L, D, $-$$. mvbzb

LOPEZ’S ANCHOR INN 1325 Racine St., Delavan; 
262-728-2391. Burgers, Mexican food, ice cream. 
Carry-out only. Closed Mon. L, D, NC, $.v

LUKE’S MARKET STREET ITALIAN SANDWICHES   
117 W. Market St., Elkhorn; 262-723-4676. 
Sandwiches, shakes, burgers. L, D, $. U

MAD DAN’S RESTAURANT  200 Main St., Twin 
Lakes; 262-877-2586. maddans.com.  
L (weekends), D, $–$$. m vbb

MANNY’S SNACK SHACK  404 S. Lake Ave., Twin 
Lakes; 262-877-4442. Sandwiches, burgers, 
salads. B, L, $. bb

HOTEL

THE NEW SIDE OF LAKE GENEVA
RIDGELAKEGENEVA.COM
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MARS RESORT  W4098 S. Shore Drive, off State 
Rd 50 on Lake Como, Lake Geneva; 262-245-
5689. L, D, $–$$. m e v bUz

NEXT DOOR PUB  411 Interchange North (State 
Hwy. 120), Lake Geneva; 262-248-9551. nextdoor 
pub.com. Pizza, burgers, sandwiches, salads, soups, 
pastas. Dine-in, carryout, delivery. L, D, $. mbz

OAKFIRE RESTAURANT & PIZZERIA  831 Wrigley 
Dr., Lake Geneva; 262-812-8007. oakfirelakege-
neva.com. Specializing in wood-fired Napolet-
ana-style pizza. Also serving paninis, flatbreads 
and salads. B, L, D, $-$$. U bmb

PIER 290  1 Liechty Dr, Williams Bay; 262-245-
2100. pier290.com. Focus on clean flavors and 
fresh ingredients. Heated indoor and outdoor 
bar. Accessible by land and water. Boat parking 
available. L, D, $$-$$$. meb&zbUPR

POPEYE’S  811 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva; 262-
248-4381. popeyeslkg.com. Burgers, salads, 
ribs, chicken. Lobsters, steaks, sandwiches. L, D, 
$–$$$.mUvbb

RED DOGS  99 N. Walworth Ave., Williams Bay; 
262-245-1330. Chicago style sandwich shop 
that is dog friendly — even offering a dog menu 
so your pet can eat with you on the deck. Open 
Tues.-Sun $

SAMMY’S ON THE SQUARE  105 Madison St., Walworth; 
262-275-3739. Steaks, sandwiches. B, L, D, $. vb

SECOND SALEM BREWING COMPANY  111 W. 
Whitewater St., Whitewater; 262-473-2920. sec-
ondsalem.com. Brewery, full menu of appetizers 
and brew-house favorites. L, D, $. m v  zb

SEIMER'S CRUISE–IN BAR & GRILL  107 Kenosha 
St., Walworth; 262-275-9191. Sandwiches, pizza. 
L, D, $.m v z

SPERINO’S 720 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 262-
723-2222. sperinos.com. Full bar, wine, beer, 
pizza, burgers, sandwiches, salads. Closed Sun. 
L,D, $-$$. m

SPRECHER’S RESTAURANT & PUB  111 Center St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-248-7047. sprecherspub.com. 
Steaks, sandwiches, salads, pastas. Happy hour 
specials. L, D, $–$$.mUb&zbPR

SWEENEY’S PUB  103 Kenosha St., Walworth; 
262-275-5560. Pub snacks. L, D, NC, $. m

10 PIN PUB  121 Kenosha St., Walworth; 262-394-
4300. 10pinpub.com/pub. Nostalgic 8-lane bowl-
ing alley with pub food and handmade pizza. 
Closed Mon.-Tues. $ mPR

THE WATERFRONT The Abbey Resort, 269 Fon-
tana Blvd, Fontana; 262-275-9034. theabbey 
resort.com/dining. Casual/Burgers, BBQ. Live 
entertainment on weekends in the summer. Out-
door BBQ. Call for hours. L, D, $-$$. Uvb e  

 

2894 ON MAIN  2894 Main St., East Troy; 262-
642-9600. 2894onmain.com. Farm-to-fork café. 
Also offers take out. B, L, D, $-$$.m

TOUCH OF CLASS  121 S. Lake Ave., Twin Lakes; 
262-877-3340. Sandwiches. L, D, $. m e z

UPPER CRUST PIZZERIA AND PUB  N1070 
County Rd. H, Pell Lake; 262-279-2233. Pizza, 
sandwiches, appetizers. Closed Mon.-Tues., L, D, 
NC, ATM, $. mb

WATERFRONT  408 State Hwy. 50, Delavan; 
262-728-4700. waterfrontdelavan.com. Burgers, 
flatbreads, pasta, steaks, seafood and salads. L, 
D, $. m v e z

COFFEE HOUSE 
AVANT BICYCLE & CAFÉ  234 Broad St., Lake  
Geneva; 262-203-5141. Coffee bar with bakery 
items plus full-service boutique bicycle shop. 
Open daily, 6 a.m. – 8 p.m. $.

BEAN & VINE COFFEE BAR  The Ridge Hotel, 
W4240 State Hwy. 50, Lake Geneva; 262-249-
3800. ridgelakegeneva.com. Featuring coffee, 
tea, bakery treats, wine, beer and sandwiches. 
Open daily. B, L, D, $-$$.

BOXED & BURLAP 2935 State Hwy. 67, Delavan, 
262-374-5497. boxedandburlap.com. Custom 
roasted coffee, espresso bar plus a selection of 
tea and pastry items. Open daily. $. 

CAFÉ GELATO  Grand Geneva Resort, Lake Geneva; 
262-249-4788. grandgeneva.com. Serving Star-
bucks coffee, bakery treats and gelato. B, L, D, $.

CAFÉ LATTE  The Abbey Resort & Spa;  
269 Fontana Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-6811.  
theabbeyresort.com. Starbucks coffee, break-
fast treats and grab-and-go foods. B, L, $.

COFFEE MILL  441 Mill St., Fontana; 262-275-
0040. coffeemillfontana.com. Featuring Fair Trade 
certified Anodyne coffee, Rishi teas and baked 
goods from Swiss Maid Bakery in Harvard, Il. $.

GROUNDED  116 N. Dodge St., Burlington; 262-
763-8261. Coffee drinks, espressos, lattes & 
cappuccinos. $.

Award Winning Culinary Staff 
Located on the shores of scenic Geneva Lake in Fontana,   

Abbey Springs offers the most unique and versatile setting for 

your indoor or outdoor wedding.  Rely on the expertise from 

our professional wedding coordinator and outstanding  

culinary staff to  manage everything, down to the last detail. 

Remarkable Lakefront Setting 

Abbey Springs    262.275.6113    abbeysprings.org 
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PEDAL AND CUP  1722 N. State Hwy. 120,  
Springfield; 262-249-1111. pedalandcup.com.  
Coffee, smoothies, beer, snacks. Bicycle rental. L, $. 

PERKUP  27 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 262-723-
1287. perkupelkhorn.com. A variety of coffees, 
iced drinks, frappes, and smoothies. Colectivo 
and Door County coffee sold in bulk plus baked 
goods and cereals available. B, L, $-$.

REMEMBER WHEN COFFEE BAR  313 E.  
Walworth Ave., Delavan; 262-728-8670.  
rememberwhenllc.com. Serving coffee drinks, 
espressos, lattes & cappuccinos. Closed Wed. $.

STILLWATER COFFEE COMPANY  1560 N. Country 
Club Pkwy., Elkhorn; 262-723-2301. stillwatercof-
feecompany.com. Fresh roasted coffee, sweet 
treats and savory bakery items plus other light 
menu choices. Open daily. $

DINER 
DADDY MAXWELL’S  150 Elkhorn Rd., State Hwy. 
67, Williams Bay; 262-245-5757. daddymaxwells.
com. B, L, D (Fri.), Closed Tues., NC, $, beer. vb

ELIZABETH’S CAFE  322 E. Walworth Ave., Dela-
van; 262-728-3383. Steaks, salads, sandwiches. 
Breakfast served all day. B, L, D, $.bz

GUS’S DRIVE-IN  3131 Main St., East Troy; 262-
642-2929. gussdrivein.com. Cruise night with 
classic cars. L, D, $.

HARRY’S CAFE & PLACE  808 W. Main St., Lake  
Geneva; 262-248-3494. B, L, D (Fri.-Sat. only), 
$. mv

JESSICA’S FAMILY RESTAURANT  140 W. Main 
St., Whitewater; 262-473-9890. Breakfast all 
day, daily specials. B, L, D, $. vb

LAKE AIRE RESTAURANT  804 W Main St., Lake 
Geneva; 262-248-9913. Breakfast all day. Beer and 
wine, good selection of desserts. L, D, $. Ub

JONI’S DINER  111 Wells St., Lake Geneva; 262-
348-9565. jonisdiner.com. Full breakfast menu 
plus soups, salads, sandwiches and burgers.  
B, L, $. B

LUCKY STAR PUB AND EATERY  864 Milwaukee 
Ave., Burlington; 262-763-2155. eatatluckystar.
com. American, Tex-Mex, Mexican and Italian 
food. B, L, D, $-$$. vbU

OLYMPIC RESTAURANT  748 W. Main St., Lake 
Geneva; 262-248-6541. Open 24 hours Friday 
and Saturday. B, L, D, $. vb

PRINCESS CAFÉ  2695 Main St., East Troy; 262-
642-5905. B, L, D, $, beer and wine. vbz

FRENCH 
SOPRA: AN AMERICAN BISTRO  724 Main St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-249-0800. soprabistro.com. 
French, Italian and Spanish cuisine with the 
occasional Asian influence. D, NS, $$. mU

ICE CREAM/ 
FROZEN TREATS 
ADRIAN’S FROZEN CUSTARD  572 Bridge St., 
Burlington; 262-763-8562. Homemade custard 
since 1974. Hot dogs, desserts. Carry-out. L, D, 
NC, $.U

BLUE HEAVEN ICE CREAM 105 W. Main St., 
Fontana; 970-319-8911. Offering 24 flavors of 
hand-dipped, premium ice cream from Wiscon-
sin vendors: Chocolate Shoppe and Purple Door. 
Open daily 11 a.m. – 9 p.m., $.

COLD STONE CREAMERY  859 W. Main St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-248-4900. coldstonecream-
ery.com. Ice cream, ice cream cakes, shakes 
and smoothies. $.

DIP IN THE BAY  105 N. Walworth Ave., Williams 
Bay; 262-607-3032. dipinthebay.com. Offering 
over 25 dairy fresh real hand-dipped ice cream 
flavors. $.

FUNKY KUP  120 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
facebook.com/funkykup. Over 50 toppings 
and revolving yogurt flavors. Open daily  
11 a.m. – 10 p.m., $.

J. LAUBER’S ICE CREAM PARLOR  2010 Church 
St., East Troy; 262-642-3679. Authentic 1920's- 
style ice cream parlor with old-fashioned ice 
cream treats. Accepts credit cards. $.

KILWINS CHOCOLATE AND ICE CREAM 
SHOP  772 W. Main St., Lake Geneva; 262-
248-4400. kilwins.com/lakegeneva. Home-
made fudge, candies and ice cream. Open 
daily. $.

YOGEEZE FROZEN YOGURT 253 Center St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-203-5550. yogeeze.com. Build 
your own yogurt creation using 15 changing 
yogurt flavors and over 40 different toppings. $.

IRISH 
FOLEY’S  W3905 State Hwy. 50 (at Hwy. 50 and 
Chapin Rd.), Lake Geneva; 262-245-6966. Full 
Irish fare Wed.-Sun. in the dining room, Pub open 
7 days a week. L, D, $-$$. m

ITALIAN 
CAFE CALAMARI  10 E. Geneva St., Williams 
Bay; 262-245-9665. cafecalamari.com. Up-
scale Italian. Extensive wine list. D, $$–$$$, 
dressy casual attire requested. m&bU

724 Main Street • Downtown Lake Geneva
262.249.0800 • soprabistro.com

hours
Open For Dinner
7 days at 5 p.m.

“Sopra, an American 
Bistro, opened in the 
spring of 2008 with 
the goal of serving 
fresh and delicious 

Italian-American bold 

fun and lively setting 
that makes our guests 
feel at home from the 
moment they walk in 

the door. 

Located on Main 
Street in the heart 
of downtown, Sopra 
Bistro combines the 
laid back atmosphere 
of Lake Geneva with 
the dynamic feel of 

Lincoln Park, Chicago.” 

1254215-1

Check website for winter hours
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CALI RISTORANTE ITALIANO  10 W. Evergreen 
Parkway, Elkhorn; 262-723-1430. caliristorante.
wixsite.com. Traditional Italian cuisine. D, $-$$ mU

GENOA PIZZA  2678 E. Main St., East Troy; 262-
642-9775. Dine-in, carryout, delivery. L, D, $. z

GINO’S EAST  300 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-2525. ginoseastlakegeneva.com. 
Chicago’s original deep dish pizza, Italian sand-
wiches, salads and entrées. L, D, $–$$. mbU

GUS’ PIZZA PALACE  139 W. Center, Whitewater; 
262-473-3562. Pizza, chicken, gyros. Dine-in, 
carryout, delivery. D, $-$$.

HOLI CANNOLI N7065 U.S. State Hwy 12,  
Elkhorn; 262-742-2500. holicannoli.com. Home-
made, gourmet, Italian cuisine, brick oven pizza. 
Closed Tues. D, $-$$. m

LARDUCCI PIZZERIA  20 S. Washington St., 
Elkhorn; 262-723-6668. larducci.com. Carry-out 
only. D, NC, $-$$.

LUIS’S PIZZA  W3410 S. Lakeshore Drive, Lake 
Geneva; 262-248-6810. luisspizza.com. Carryout 
or delivery of pizza, Italian beef, burgers, wings, 
and more. Open 7 days a week. (Hours may 
vary in winter.) L, D. $-$$

MAMA CIMINO’S  131 N. Wells St., Lake Geneva; 
262-348-9077. mamaciminos.net. Pizza, pasta, 
sandwiches and wings. L, D, $-$$. z

NAPOLI’S RESTAURANT  132 N. Pine St., Burling-
ton; 262-763-8390. napoliburlington.com. Dine-
in, carryout, delivery. Closed Tues. L (Wed.– Fri.), 
D, $-$$. mvbz&

NEXT DOOR PUB  411 Interchange North (Hwy. 
120), Lake Geneva; 262-248-9551. nextdoorpub.
com. Pizza, burgers, sandwiches, salads, soups, 
pastas. Dine-in, carryout, delivery. L, D, $. mbz

OAKFIRE RESTAURANT & PIZZERIA  831 
Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva; 262-812-8007. 
oakfirelakegeneva.com. Specializing in 
wood-fired Napoletana-style pizza. Also 
serving paninis, flatbreads and salads. B, L, 
D, $-$$. U  bmb

PAISANO’S ON BROADWAY  5614 Broadway, 
Richmond, IL; 815-678-4500. paisanosonbroad 
way.com. Authentic Italian cuisine in a casual yet 
elegant bistro setting. Closed Mon. D, $ - $$. m &

PINO’S LAST CALL  545 Kenosha St., Wal-
worth; 262-275-6698. pinoslastcall.com. Pizza, 
pasta. Dine-in, carryout, delivery. Closed Mon. 
L (Fri.-Sun.), D, $.

PIZZA RANCH  28 W. Hidden Trail, Elkhorn; 262-723-
7880. pizzaranch.com. Our menu includes pizza, 
fried chicken, and a full buffet. L, D, $.

RIGA-TONY’S  5576 State Hwy. 50, Delavan; 
262-740-2540. rigatonysdelavan.com. Pasta, 
sandwiches, soups, breads and desserts. Deli. 
Open Wed.-Sun. L, D, $.

RISTORANTÉ BRISSAGO  Grand Geneva Resort 
and Spa, Lake Geneva; 262-249-4788. grand-
geneva.com. Upscale Italian. Extensive wine list. 
Open Tues-Sat. D, $$-$$$. mb& PR

ROMA’S RISTORANTÉ   N8416 County Rd. ES, 
East Troy; 262-642-5353. romaswi.com. Pizza 
and pastas. L, D, $–$$. mvzbUPR

ROSA’S ITALIAN RESTAURANT  180 W. Main St., 
Whitewater; 262-472-9857. eatrosas.com. Italian 
entrees, pizza. Carryout or delivery. D, $. z

SOPRA: AN AMERICAN BISTRO  724 Main St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-249-0800. soprabistro.com. 
Contemporary American twist on Bistro classics. 
D, $$. mU

SPERINO’S  720 N. Wisconsin Ave., Elkhorn; 
262-723-2222. sperinos.com. Italian cuisine. 
Local delivery. Closed Sun. L, D, $$. mv 

b  PR

SWEET AROMA RISTORANTÉ  W7404 County 
Rd. X, Delavan; 262-728-6878. Authentic Italian 
cuisine. Closed Mon.-Tues., D, $$-$$$. &m

10 PIN PUB  121 Kenosha St., Walworth; 262-
394-4300. 10pinpub.com/pub. Nostalgic 8-lane 
bowling alley with pub food and handmade 
pizza. Sat.-Sun. L, D; Mon.-Fri. D, Closed Mon.-
Tues. $ mPR

TOPPER’S PIZZA  325 W. Center St., Whitewater; 
262-473-4343. Grinders, pizza, salads. Carryout, 
delivery. L, D, $. z

TUSCAN TAVERN AND GRILL   
430 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 262-248-0888.  
thetuscantavernandgrill.com. Specializing in 
Italian classics, mouth-watering charbroiled 
steaks and artisan brick oven pizzas. L, D, 
$-$$. mb&PR

VESUVIO’S LITTLE ITALY  617 E. Washington 
St., Delavan; 262-740-1762. delavanpizza.com. 
Carry-out, local delivery. (Open at 3 p.m. 
Tues.-Sun.) $.

ZUMPANO’S RISTORANTE & PIZZERIA  180 E. 
Chestnut St., Burlington; 262-767-0581.  
zumpanospizza.com. Closed Tues.  
Sandwiches, ribs, pizza. D, $–$$. mb

MEDITERRANEAN
MEDUSA GRILL AND BISTRO  501 Broad St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-249-8644. medusagrilland 
bistro.com. Mediterranean Cuisine. Beer and 
wine. Lounge. Open Tues.-Sat. D, $-$$.&me

MEXICAN/SOUTHWESTERN
DOS AMIGOS 2  2678 Main St., East Troy; 262-
642-6446. Southwestern, Mexican. Margaritas 
and beer. L, D, $.b

HERNANDEZ EL SARAPE  212 S. 7th St., Delavan; 262-
728-6443. hernandez-restaurant.com. L, D, $. mU

LOS COMPADRES  725 N. Milwaukee Ave., 
Burlington; 262-763-6018. loscompadresbur 
lington.net. Mexican cuisine. L, D, $.bU PR

LOS TRES HERMANOS  31 N. Wisconsin St.,  
Elkhorn; 262-379-1658. los3hermanos.com. 
Authentic Mexican cuisine. L, D, $$ bm

LUCKE’S CANTINA  220 Elkhorn Rd., Williams 
Bay; 262-245-6666. luckescantina.com. Mexi-
can cuisine. B, L, D, $. mU

SPECIALTY
BARRIQUE WINE & BREW BAR  835 Wrigley Dr., 
Lake Geneva; 262-248-1948. barriquewinebar.com. 
Specializing in wines, appetizers, soups, salads, 
flatbreads, desserts. Dog-friendly. D, $-$$. bU

BITTNER’S BAKERY  495 Interchange N., Lake Ge-
neva; 262-248-1740. bittnersbakery.com. Featuring 
traditional bakery favorites, brownies, cupcakes, 
European pasteries, cakes for all occasions. Open 
Wed.-Sat., 7 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

BODI’S BAKE SHOP  306 E. Main St., Twin Lakes; 
262-877-8090. Specialty cakes, full service 
bakery. Open daily until 3 p.m.

THE BOTTLE SHOP  617 W. Main St., Lake Geneva; 
262-348-9463. thebottleshoplakegeneva.com. 
Wine, craft beer and spirits store carries a selection 
of over 400 unique wines from over 20 different 
countries, casual tastings on Saturday afternoons, 
wine bar offers a selection of wines available by the 
glass or bottle. eU

ELEGANT FARMER  1545 Main St., Mukwonago; 
262-363-6770. elegantfarmer.com. Home of the 
award-winning Apple Pie Baked in a Paper Bag. 
Offering a wide variety of baked goods, deli 
items and fresh cider. $.

GREEN GROCER  24 W. Geneva St., Williams 
Bay; 262-245-9077. greengrocergenevalake.
com. Deli menu, dinners to go, catering, 
boutique wines and beer. L, D, $.

LAKE GENEVA PIE COMPANY  150 E. Geneva 
Square, Lake Geneva; 262-248-5100. lgpie.com. 
Catering, fresh soups, sandwiches, and pies. 
Zero trans-fat pies available. Closed Sun. B, L, 
$-$$. 

LAKELAND BAKERY  421 N. Wisconsin St., 
Elkhorn; 262-723-2923. lakelandbakery.com. A 
Walworth County favorite since 1957. Open Tues.-
Fri. 6:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sat. 6:30 a.m.-3 p.m., Sun. 
8 a.m.-1 p.m., Mon. 6:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. $.

RIVER VALLEY RANCH  39900 W. 60th St., 
Burlington (State Rd 50 and County P); 262-235-
2555. rivervalleykitchens.com. Pickled mushrooms, 
specialty sauces, and produce. Open daily.

SIMPLE BAKERY & MARKET  521 Broad St., Lake 
Geneva; 262-248-2190. simplebakeryandmar 
ket.com. Fresh food and baked goods made 
with ingredients from local farmers. B, L. $. b
THYME ON GENEVA LAKE  106 W. Main St., 
Fontana; 262-394-5292. thymeonthelake.com. 
Offering order-ahead, hassle-free complete 
meals ready to pick up. Call for our weekly 
menu. Closed Sun. and Mon.

WISCONSIN KRINGLE COMPANY  W4724 S.  
Lakeshore Dr., Fontana; 262-394-5888. 
welovekringle.com. B, L, D, carryout or delivery, $$

STEAKHOUSE
ANTHONY’S STEAK AND SEAFOOD 
HOUSE  W3354 State Hwy 50, Lake Geneva; 
262-248-1818. D, $$$. m vbPR

GENEVA CHOPHOUSE  Grand Geneva Resort, 
Lake Geneva; 262-249-4788. chophouse411.com/
geneva. Seafood, chops and steak. Br., D, $$$. m&

THE HUNT CLUB STEAKHOUSE AT GENEVA  
NATIONAL  555 Hunt Club Court, Lake Geneva; 
262-245-7200. huntclubsteakhouse.com. 
Steaks, chops, seafood, award-winning cuisine, 
fresh pheasant, duck, salmon. D, $$$. mbPR&

THE VILLAGE SUPPER CLUB  1725 S. Shore 
Dr., Delavan; 262-728-6360. villagesupper 
clubdelavan.com. Italian, steaks, chops. L, D, 
$$-$$$. me vbz&bUPR

240o WEST  The Abbey Resort, 269 Fontana Blvd., 
Fontana; 262-275-9034. theabbeyresort.com/
dining. Steaks, chops, seafood, BBQ, small plates 
and salads. B, D, Br on Sunday, $$-$$$. mb e

Visit atthelakemagazine.com to browse  
our directory online.  

key B: Breakfast      Br: Brunch      L: Lunch      D: Dinner      NC: No Credit Cards Accepted      $: Mostly Under $10

$$: Mostly Under $20      $$$: Mostly Under $30      m : Full Bar      e : Entertainment      v : Fish Fry      z: Late Night (10 p.m. & later)

PR: Private Room      &: Reservations Requested      b: Lake View      U : Outdoor Dining      b : Kids’ Menu
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General Contractor • Construction Management • New Home Construction 
Additions • Remodeling • Painting • Tiling & Anything in between 

Moe Le Roux
(262) 903-1775 • mlrconstruct@aol.com

“No Job too Big,  
No Job too Small.” 

Bathrooms • Kitchens • Steam Rooms
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ONGOING EVENTS
AUTUMN HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Every weekend from Sept. 7-Oct. 26 enjoy 
a fun farm experience in the apple orchard, 
pumpkin patch, on a hayride or in the farm 
kitchen bakery, deli and market, 10 a.m.–5 
p.m., Elegant Farmer, Mukwonago; 262-363-
6770 or elegantfarmer.com.  
 
FALL FUN ON THE FARM  
Share traditions of autumn, including 
harvesting and preserving the bounty of the 
summer. Every weekend, Sept. 7–Oct. 13, 
Old World Wisconsin, Eagle; 262-594-6301 
or oldworldwisconsin.wisconsinhistory.org.  
 
BELFRY MUSIC THEATRE  
Enjoy a full line-up of tribute bands and 
performers every weekend through Oct. 26 
plus special holiday performances beginning 
Dec. 5 at the Belfry Music Theatre located 
between Williams Bay and Lake Geneva. To 
purchase tickets, visit belfrymusictheatre.com.   
 
BLACK POINT NOOKS & CRANNIES TOUR  
View areas of Black Point Estate which are 
normally off-limits, including the basement, 
third floor, root cellar and more. Tours depart 
from Grand Geneva Resort at 9:30 a.m. every 
Friday from Aug. 30–Oct. 25. For tickets visit 
blackpointestate.wisconsinhistory.org or call 
262-248-1888.  
 
DINNER TRAIN  
Sept. 14 and 28 and Oct. 5, 19, 26. Two-hour 
dinner tour on East Troy Electric Railroad, East 
Troy; 262-642-3263 or easttroyrr.org for details.  
 
GENEVA LAKE AREA  
MUSEUM OF HISTORY  
Learn more about the history of the Geneva 
Lake area at this informative museum. Open 
10 a.m.–4 p.m. Mon., Tues., Fri., and Sat.; 
11 a.m.–3 p.m. Sun. Beginning in November, 
open 11 a.m.–3 p.m. Tues., Fri., Sat. and Sun. 
For more information, call 262-248-6060 or 
genevalakemuseum.org.  

HISTORIC BEER BREWING  
The following Saturdays: Aug. 24, Sept. 
14, Sept. 28 and Oct. 12 learn about the 
19th century beer brewing process, 11 
a.m.–3 p.m., Old World Wisconsin, Eagle; 
262-594-6301 or oldworldwisconsin.
wisconsinhistory.org. 
 
KNC WALKS WITH HAROLD  
Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy Chairman 
Harold Friestad is your guide, 9 a.m. every 
Friday, Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy, 
Williams Bay; kishwauketoe.org.  
 
LAKE GENEVA AREA GOLF TRAIL  
Enjoy more than 240 holes at 19 courses 
located on nine golf clubs throughout 
Walworth County. Golf Trail Passports include 
golf deals as well as special offers for lodging, 
dining, shopping, and attractions. Visit 
lakegenevagolftrail.com. 
 
LIVE MAGIC SHOWS  
Enjoy 60 minutes of world-class magic, 
comedy and illusion at the Tristan Crist Magic 
Theatre in downtown Lake Geneva. Call 262-
325-5567 or visit lakegenevamagic.com. 
 
TUESDAYS @ TWO PROGRAMS  
Hosted by the Geneva Lake Museum, these 
informative programs highlight local history as 
well as events that shaped the region, nation 
and the world. Every Tuesday at 2 p.m., 
Geneva Lake Museum, Lake Geneva. Visit 
genevalakemuseum.org for program details. 
 
WORKSHOPS & CLASSES  
Geneva Lake Arts Foundation offers a 
series of workshops, classes and a gallery 
of exhibits. Gallery 223, 223 Broad 
St., Lake Geneva; 262-249-7988 or 
genevalakeartsfoundation.org.

 
FARMER'S MARKETS  
BURLINGTON: Thursdays, 3-7 p.m., through 
October. Wehmhoff Square, Burlington; 262-
210-6360 or burlingtonwifarmersmarket.com.

DELAVAN: Thursdays, 3-7 p.m., through 
September. Tower Park, Delavan; 262-728-
6000 or visitdelavan.com.  
 
EAST TROY: Fridays, 2-6 p.m., through Oct. 
4. East Troy Village Square, East Troy; 
262-642-3770 or easttroy.org. 
 
ELKHORN: Saturdays on the Square, 
featuring local handmade products, fresh 
locally grown produce and food vendors,  
9 a.m.-1 p.m., through Oct. 12. Veteran’s Park, 
Elkhorn; elkhornchamber.com. 
 
LAKE GENEVA: Thursdays, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., 
through Oct. 24. Horticultural Hall; 262-745-
9341 or horticulturalhall.com.  
 
WHITEWATER: Tuesdays, 4-7 p.m., through 
October. Historic Train Depot, Whitewater; 
downtownwhitewater.com.  
 
WOODSTOCK: Tuesday and Saturday,  
8 a.m.-1 p.m., through October. Historic 
Woodstock Square, Woodstock, IL; 
woodstockfarmersmarket.org. 
 
 
WATER SKI SHOWS    
Through Labor Day  
 
BROWN’S LAKE AQUADUCKS: Every 
Thursday night, beginning with the junior 
show at 5 p.m., followed by the main show at 
6:30 p.m., Brown’s Lake. Viewing from 
Fischer Park, Burlington; aquaducks.org. 
 
SOUTHERN WAKES UNITED: SWU is a 
merger of the Lauderdale Aqua Skiers and the 
Whitewater Lake Sports Club (Minneiska). 
Performance sites: Elkhorn Lake, Whitewater 
Lake and Middle Lake. Visit southernwakesunited.
com for show times and locations. 
 
TWIN LAKES AQUANUTS: Every 
Wednesday and Saturday, 6 p.m., Twin Lakes. 
Viewing from Lance Memorial Park, Twin 
Lakes; aquanutwatershows.com. 

While we do our best to ensure a comprehensive, accurate listing of events, we recommend that you contact each event host ahead 
of time. If you’d like to include an event in our upcoming calendar, please send the date, time, location and cost, along with a brief 
description and phone number to bhowell@ntmediagroup.com. Submission deadline for the winter edition is October 25, 2019.

A birds-eye view of Geneva Lake's fall foliage from the north shore.
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AUGUST  
[23-25] MAXWELL STREET DAYS  
Sales, food and crafts in downtown Lake 
Geneva; 800-345-1020 or visitlakegeneva.com. 
 
[24-25] SIMPLY THE BEST  
CHEESE TASTING AND SALE  
Award-winning cheeses from the state fair 
available to taste and buy. 11 a.m.–3 p.m., The 
Elegant Farmer, Mukwonago; 262-363-6770 
or elegantfarmer.com. 
 
[24, SEPT. 14] LEGENDS & 
LANDMARKS: WALKING TOUR  
A 90-minute walking tour of downtown Lake 
Geneva and the historic Maple Park 
neighborhoods departs from the Riviera at 
11:30 a.m. For tickets, call 262-248-1888 or 
visit blackpointestate.wisconsinhistory.org.  
 
[25] TREADFAST  
An annual off-road series bicycle race at Grand 
Geneva Resort & Spa. Visit treadheadcycling.
com/treadfest/.    
 
[28-SEPT. 2] WALWORTH  
COUNTY FAIR  
Walworth County Fairgrounds, Elkhorn;  
262-723-3288 or walworthcountyfair.com. 
 
[30] SYMPLI TRUNK SHOW  
Meet a representative of Sympli, the beautiful, 
packable clothing line designed for effortless 
fashion, Cornerstone Shop & Gallery, Lake 
Geneva; 262-248-6988 or 
cornerstoneshoppe.com.  

[31] PLEIN AIR INVITATIONAL  
Stroll the gardens and watch artists as they 
create new works of art, then relax on the 
veranda and enjoy hors d’oeuvres, wine and 
live music, 4–8 p.m., Black Point Estate & 
Gardens, Lake Geneva; blackpointestate.
wisconsinhistory.org or 262-248-1888. 
 
[31] STATELINE FARM CRAWL  
Learn about sustainable farming practices 
at Highfield Farm, where they make 
cave-aged cheeses from milk from their 
grass-fed Jersey cows and Alden Hills 
Organic Farm, where they raise grass-fed 
beef, chicken and laying hens. Both farms 
will have products available for purchase. 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Visit highfieldfarm.com or 
aldenhillsorganicfarms.com.  
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
[6-8] DARIEN CORNFEST  
Celebration of the super starch and all things 
corn, Darien; dariencornfest.us.  
 
[7] BEER TRAIN  
Enjoy the 14-mile trip through the 
countryside, while tasting a variety of brews. 
East Troy Electric Railroad, East Troy; 262-642-
3263 or easttroyrr.org. 
 
[7-8] AUTUMN ART TOUR  
Artists and fine craftsmen open their studios to 
display and sell their work, 10 a.m.–4 p.m., 
Woodstock. Maps available at Material Things 
Artisan Market on the Woodstock Square  
and wpbw.org.  

[7-8] EAST TROY  
BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL  
The 26th annual event will feature top 
Bluegrass bands, fiddle, banjo, mandolin  
and guitar competitions plus food and craft 
vendors. East Troy village square, East Troy; 
easttroy.org.  
 
[8] THE WHO: MOVING ON TOUR  
Hall of fame rock band is including East Troy 
as part of its 2019 North America “Moving 
On” tour, 7:30 p.m., Alpine Valley Music 
Theater. East Troy; visit livenation.com or 
easttroy.org. 
 
[14] FAT TIRE MEMORIAL RIDE  
Bicycle tour on 21.5 miles of paved roads 
around Geneva Lake with rest stops at taverns 
throughout the course. To register, visit 
fattireride.com. 
 
[14] MAPLE PARK LANTERN TOUR  
Stroll through Lake Geneva’s Maple Park 
neighborhood and learn why it’s on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Tour departs 
at 5:30 p.m. from the historic Steppingstone, 
817 Wisconsin St., Lake Geneva. For 
information and tickets, call 262-248-1888.  
 
[14] SCARECROW FEST  
Music, flea market, carnival, craft show, duck 
raffle, build-a-scarecrow event, food, street 
dance and more, 9 a.m.–10 p.m., downtown 
Delavan; 262-728-6000 or visitdelavan.com. 
 
 
 

Step aboard six of our beautiful boats 
showcasing over 40 local wedding vendors

SEPTEMBER 29 •  10AM-1PM
R I V I E R A  D O C K S ,  L A K E  G E N E VA

PRE-REGISTER ONLINE: CRUISELAKEGENEVA.COM/BRIDAL-SHOWCASE

Bridal Showcase
DISCOVER LAKE GENEVA

•  F R E E  T O  A T T E N D  •
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[14-15] PEARCE’S CUSTOMER 
APPRECIATION DAYS  
Pumpkin patch, fresh produce, straw- or 
hay-bale maze, hayrides, helicopter rides, live 
music and more, Pearce’s Farm Stand, W5740 
North Walworth Rd., Walworth; 262-275-
3783 or pearcefarms.com. 
 
[15] JON MEACHAM–SUNDAYS AT 4  
Presidential historian and Pulitzer Prize-
winning author speaks about his book, 
“Destiny And Power: Lessons in Global 
Leadership from the Life of George W. Bush,” 
4 p.m., Ferro Pavilion, George Williams 
College Campus, Williams Bay; 262-245-8501 
or sundaysat4.org. 
 
[20] DEREK BYRNE  
AND PADDYGRASS  
Some of Wisconsin’s best Irish musicians take 
the stage with an energetic mix of Irish, 
Bluegrass and Gospel music. 7:30 p.m.,  
Young Auditorium, UW-Whitewater;  
262-472-2222 or uww.edu. 
 
[21] BOOK SIGNING  
In conjunction with the Lake Geneva’s Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s, authors Deborah 
Harwood and Regina Olson will be signing 
their book “Losing Mother Twice: Facing the 
Alzheimer’s Journey,” Cornerstone Shop & 
Gallery, Lake Geneva; 262-248-6988 or 
cornerstoneshoppe.com. 
 
 
 
 

[21] FONTANA TRIATHLON  
ON GENEVA LAKE  
Two-day event will consist of pre-race activities, 
course talks and optional pasta dinner on 
Friday, followed by the sprint distance and 
Olympic distance races on Saturday. For 
information, visit fontanatriathlon.com. 
 
[21] MILWAUKEE DAY  
Marvel at the fleet of museum cars at this 
special event. East Troy Electric Railroad,  
East Troy; 262-642-3263 or easttroyrr.org.  
 
[21] THE JIMMYS  
This seven-piece band has been ripping up 
stages with their blend of blues, soul, funk and 
R&B for nearly 10 years, and they’ve just been 
named a “Best in Madison 2019” winner in 
the Blues category,  7 p.m., Big Foot High 
School, Walworth; 262-275-2117 or 
bigfootfinearts.org. 
 
[21] WALK TO END ALZHEIMERS  
Raise awareness and funds to enhance 
Alzheimer’s care and support. Registration 
begins at 8:30 a.m., walk at 10 a.m.,  
Library Park, Lake Geneva; 414-479-8800  
or act.alz.org. 
 
[23] YOGA AT BLACK POINT  
Celebrate the autumnal equinox with  
a yoga session while watching the sunset, 
5-8 p.m., Black Point Estate and Gardens, 
Lake Geneva. Class is limited to 40 and 
reservations required. Visit blackpointestate.
wisconsinhistory.org or call 262-248-1888. 
 

[25] GENEVA LAKE CONSERVANCY 
FALL EVENT  
A Geneva Lake Estate with a conservation 
easement will host this event where guests 
can stroll the grounds, enjoy dinner and learn 
about sandhill cranes from Buddy Huffaker of 
the Aldo Leopold Foundation. For more 
information, call 262-275-5700. 
 
[25] HIPLET BALLERINAS  
Hiplet fuses classical pointe technique  
with African, Latin, hip-hop and urban 
dance styles. 7:30 p.m., Young Auditorium, 
UW-Whitewater; 262-472-2222 or  
uww.edu. 
 
[28] WHISKER WALK  
Fetch your sneakers and grab a furry friend 
for a scenic walk to raise funds for Lakeland 
Animal Shelter. Registration is at 10 a.m., 
walk at 11:30 a.m., Lakeland Animal 
Shelter; 262-723-1000 or 
lakelandanimalshelter.org. 
 
[28-29] ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC  
BOAT SHOW  
Spectacular classic and vintage boats from all 
over the U.S. will be on display. Boat parade at 
4 p.m. Saturday, The Abbey Resort, Fontana; 
genevalakesboatshow.com. 
 
[28-29] 28TH ANNUAL APPLE FEST  
Pick your own apples, buy fresh apple 
cider, fresh cider donuts and sample a 
variety of fruit wines. The Apple Barn 
Orchard & Winery, Elkhorn; 262-728-
3266 or applebarnorchardandwinery.com. 

LEARN, EXPLORE + PLAY TOGETHER

JANUARY 4
10 am - 4 pm
Badger High School

ADVANCE TICKETS ONLINE NOW: $7.00 ADULTS • $4.00 KIDS

LakeGenevaKidsExpo.com • 262-729-4471 ext. 102

• Bouncy Houses & P laygrounds!
• Face Painting, Arts & Crafts, 

P hoto Booth, Caricatures

• Stage performances, meet  
& greet by Fairytale Princesses

• And so much more! 

 An entire day for families to play!

EDUCATION SPONSOR
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The Tattered Butterfly Shop
HOME DECOR & PAINTED FURNITURE

Custom 
painting 
for your 
kitchen 

cabinets and 
furniture

THETATTEREDBUTTERFLY.BLOGSPOT.COM  |  262.248.3800

830 Williams St., Lake Geneva, WI   
OPEN: Wednesday-Sunday

Relax. It’s Done. 

Bonded & Insured

merry 
maids®

merry  
maids®

© Merry Maids L.P. 
All rights reserved

Sign Up & Save up to $300  
Merry Maids Advantage Program

OR

$30 off
Your First Cleaning

New or Former customers only. 
Can’t be combined with any other 
offer or discount.  Additional 
restrictions may apply. Offers are 
non-transferrable. Cash Value  
1/100 of 1 cent. Expires 11-25-19

Celebrating 30 Years  
In Business!!

Call for free estimates
262.642.3230

or text 262.533.0014 
merrymaids.wi@gmail.com

merrymaids.com

[29] ANTIQUE FLEA MARKET  
7 a.m.–3 p.m. Walworth County Fairgrounds, 
Elkhorn. 
 
[29] DISCOVER LAKE GENEVA 
BRIDAL SHOWCASE  
Step aboard Lake Geneva Cruise Line 
yachts decorated by top wedding 
professionals. Premier vendors will be  
on hand, including caterers, florists, 
photographers, musicians, bridal wear, 
stationers, salon services and more, 10 a.m. 
–1 p.m., Riviera Docks, Lake Geneva; 
262-248-6206 or cruiselakegeneva.com/
bridal-showcase. 
 
[29] MCHENRY COUNTY  
FARM STROLL  
Visit 12 diverse family-owned farms, including 
Highfield Farm Creamery south of Walworth, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. For information, visit 
mchenrycfb.org or call 815-338-1520.  
 
 
OCTOBER  
[4-5, 11-12] WHEN ANGELS CARRIED 
THEM AWAY  
A presentation about Victorian funeral and 
mourning customs, a first floor house tour of 
Black Point Estate and a narrated Lake Geneva 
Cruise Line boat tour of maritime mishaps on 
Geneva Lake, 5:30-8:30 p.m. For reservations, 
call Lake Geneva Cruise Line, 262-248-6206 
or visit cruiselakegeneva.com. 
 
 
 

[5] TRUCKS & TREATS AT KNC  
Food trucks, live entertainment, bonfire, 
guided KNC hikes, 3-7 p.m., Kishwauketoe 
Nature Conservancy, Williams Bay; 
kishwauketoe.org. 
 
[5, 12, 19] OAK HILL CEMETERY WALK  
This walking tour will highlight some of the 
notable Lake Geneva residents interred in 
this beautiful cemetery, and guests will  
learn about cemetery designer Horace  
W.S. Cleveland, 5-6:30 p.m., Oak Hill 
Cemetery, Lake Geneva. For tickets call 
262-248-1888 or visit blackpointestate.
wisconsinhistory.org. 
 
[5, 12, 19] SORDID AND SCANDALOUS: 
A WALKING TOUR OF LAKE GENEVA 
Hear the historic gossip of Lake Geneva, 
including its 1950’s bank robbery, the 
town’s tie to prohibition gangsters, tales of 
the Lake Geneva sea serpent and more. 
Tours depart from the Riviera at 11 a.m. For 
tickets, call 262-248-1888 or visit 
blackpointestate.wisconsinhistory.org. 
 
[8] RHAPSODIE QUARTET  
More than a string quartet, this ensemble 
from the Madison Symphony Orchestra 
represents award-winning musicians who 
bring a fusion of talent, passion and heart  
to their performances. 7:30 p.m.,  
Young Auditorium, UW-Whitewater; 
262-472-2222 or uww.edu. 
 
 
 

[10-13, 17-20] NEVERMORE  
The Haylofters present this unique and wildly 
theatrical musical that combines haunting 
music and poetic storytelling to chronicle the 
fascinating life of iconic American writer Edgar 
Allan Poe. Malt House Theater, Burlington; 
262-763-9873 or thehaylofters.com. 
 
[11-13, 18-20] EVITA  
The Tony Award-winning performance by the 
Lakeland Players features the music of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber and lyrics by Tim Rice. Walworth 
County Performing Arts Center, Elkhorn; 
262-728-5578 or lakeland-players.org.  
 
[12-13] LAKE GENEVA OKTOBERFEST  
Family fall festival includes music, food, craft 
booths, restaurant and shopping specials, 
wagon hayrides, pony rides, and more.  
11 a.m.–5 p.m., Lake Geneva; 
streetsoflakegeneva.com. 
 
[13] THE LEGEND OF SLEEPY HOLLOW  
Not too scary for kindergarteners, but still  
fun for older children, this performance is one 
the whole family can enjoy. 3 p.m., Young 
Auditorium, UW-Whitewater; 262-472-2222 
or uww.edu. 
 
[15] SHAUN BOOTH: THE 
UNAUTHORIZED BIOGRAPHY SERIES 
This musical project celebrates the  
world’s greatest cultural icons through 
biographical hip-hop songs. 7:30 p.m., 
Young Auditorium, UW-Whitewater; 
262-472-2222 or uww.edu. 
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[17] SPECIAL OLYMPICS SUPPER 
Enjoy dinner out while helping raise funds for 
Walworth County Special Olympics. Three 
seatings: 5 p.m., 6 p.m., 7 p.m., Simple Café, 
535 Broad St., Lake Geneva. For more 
information, call 262-248-3034. 
 
[18-19, 25-26] HALLOWEEN  
LEGENDS AND LORE  
Supernatural tales brought to Wisconsin over 
the generations come to life as you explore the 
Crossroads Village after dark. 5:30–9:30 p.m., 
Old World Wisconsin, Eagle;  
262-594-6301 or visit oldworldwisconsin.
wisconsinhistory.org. 
 
[19] ANIMAL QUEST  
Get up-close and personal with some of 
nature’s most amazing creatures in this 
hands-on animal experience. 3 p.m., Young 
Auditorium, UW-Whitewater; 262-472-2222 
or uww.edu. 
 
[19] DELAVAN OKTOBERFEST  
Free community festival offers live music, 
authentic German food and beer, Community 
Park, Delavan Township; 262-728-3471 or 
townofdelavan.com.  
 
[19] ELKHORN OCTOBERFEST  
Featuring wine and beer tasting, chili 
cook-off, crafts, car show and other 
activities, 9 a.m.–5 p.m., Veterans and 
Pocket Parks, Elkhorn; 262-723-5788  
or elkhornchamber.com. 
 
[19] MILES FOR SMILES BENEFIT  
5K WALK RUN  
5K walk-run benefits the SMILES riding 
program, 9 a.m., SMILES facility, Darien; 
262-882-3470 or smilestherapeuticriding.org.  
 
[19] WILLIAMS BAY CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION 
Celebrate Williams Bay’s 100th birthday with 
Oktoberfest-style food, music, antique and 
classic cars, boat tours and more, Edgewater 
Park, Williams Bay; williamsbay.org 
 
[22] LADIES DAY LUNCHEON  
Geneva Lakes Women’s Association 17th 
annual luncheon featuring silent auction, raffle 
followed by author and historian Leslie 
Goddard in “Becoming Queen Elizabeth II,” 
Geneva National Resort & Club; Lake Geneva. 
For information, visit glwa.net.  
 
[22] SOUTH CHICAGO  
DANCE THEATRE  
Through elements of contemporary  
dance and theater, this immersive 
performance explores themes of comedy, 
loss, beauty, and memory. 7:30 p.m.,  
Young Auditorium, UW-Whitewater; 
262-472-2222 or uww.edu.  
 
[25-26] BOO IN THE BAY EVENTS  
Annual Halloween celebration in Williams Bay 
featuring enchanted and spooky walks on 
Friday night and pumpkin races on Saturday. 
For more information, call 262-245-2720 or 
visit wbrecdept.com. 
 
 

[26] AN EVENING WITH  
AGATHA CHRISTIE  
Agatha Christie is brought to life by local 
historian and actress Chris Brookes, who will 
discuss Christie’s literary career while you 
enjoy a glass of wine, 6–7:30 p.m., Black Point 
Estate & Gardens, Lake Geneva; 262-248-
1888 or blackpointestate.wisconsinhistory.org. 
 
[26] SCARE ON THE SQUARE  
Fall fun with kids’ activities like bounce 
houses, costume contest and more, 2–4 p.m., 
Jackson Elementary School, Elkhorn; 
262-723-5788 or elkhornchamber.com. 
 
[27] HAUNTED HALLOWEEN BALL/
TRICK OR TREAT FOR HUNGER  
Enjoy cocktails, dinner and dancing at Geneva 
National Resort & Club. Silent auction,  
treat or treat raffle and so much more. A $250 
prize will be awarded for the best costume 
(costumes are not required). Tickets $75  
and proceeds to benefit the Walworth  
County Food Pantry and Diaper Bank.  
Visit walworthcountyfoodpantry.org or  
262-581-3389. 
 
[27] KIDS HALLOWEEN PARTY  
Free food and drinks available for kids, ages 12 
and under, in costume, Community Park, 
Delavan Township; 262-728-3471 or 
townofdelavan.com. 
 
[31-DECEMBER 22]  
A CHRISTMAS STORY  
This musical adaptation of the classic  
1983 movie is sure to delight children and 
grown-ups alike. Performance dates and show 
times vary, Fireside Theatre, Fort Atkinson; 
800-477-9505 or firesidetheatre.com.  
 
 
NOVEMBER 
[1] THE ROOSEVELTS  
Adam Lindquist, as Teddy Roosevelt, is back 
by popular demand along with Gary Stamm 
portraying Franklin D. Roosevelt. Learn what 
made these fifth cousins tick, their similarities 
and their differences, and their styles of 
governing as our 26th and 32nd presidents,  
7 p.m., Big Foot High School, Walworth; 
262-275-2117 or bigfootfinearts.org. 
 
[1-10] DINE AROUND THE LAKES  
The Walworth County restaurant week features 
prix fixe three course menus at participating 
area restaurants. Call 262-728-6000 or visit 
dinearoundthelakes.com.  
 
[2] PAM TILLIS ACOUSTIC TRIO  
Enjoy an intimate acoustic performance by 
country music superstar Pam Tillis. 7:30 p.m., 
Young Auditorium, UW-Whitewater; 
262-472-2222 or uww.edu.  
 
[2-3, 9-10] HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE  
Don’t miss the Cornerstone Shop & Gallery’s 
biggest event of the year, the annual Holiday 
Open House, featuring holiday décor, 
giveaways, treats and special guests on both 
weekends. Call 262-248-6988 or visit 
cornerstoneshoppe.com for details.  
 
 

[6] 1984 - AQUILA  
THEATRE COMPANY  
George Orwell’s science fiction classic “1984” 
is explored by one of the nation’s premier 
theatre companies. 7:30 p.m., Young 
Auditorium, UW-Whitewater; 262-472-2222 
or uww.edu.  
 
[9] HOLIDAY AFFAIR CRAFT FAIR  
“Round robin” craft show featuring  
over 250 crafters, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. at  
six locations in Elkhorn; 262-723-3228  
or elkhornchamber.com.  
 
[9-10] HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE  
Lake Geneva’s downtown stores will 
have festive treats plus music and holiday  
offerings to kick off the holiday season.  
Visit streetsoflakegeneva.com.  
 
[15] JUDY MOODY AND STINK  
In this new musical, Judy Moody and Stink,  
a dynamic sister and brother duo, take 
audiences on a hilarious adventure. 7 p.m., 
Young Auditorium, UW-Whitewater; 
262-472-2222 or uww.edu. 
 
[16] LAKE GENEVA  
BEER & SPIRITS FESTIVAL  
Take part in the area’s only beer and distilled 
spirits tasting event. Unlimited sampling from 
more than 35 breweries and distilleries, plus 
enjoy food samples, music and more. 1-5 
p.m., The Ridge Hotel, Lake Geneva. For 
tickets, visit lakegenevabeerandspirits.com  
or call 262-729-4471. Special overnight 
packages available. 
 
[17-DEC. 31] CHRISTMAS  
IN THE COUNTRY  
On Nov. 17, watch as a display of more than 
two million lights are illuminated, followed by 
a Grand Fireworks display. Or enjoy the lights 
and other festive happenings throughout the 
holiday season. Grand Geneva Resort, Lake 
Geneva; 262-248-8811 or grandgeneva.com. 
 
[24] O SOLE TRIO–SUNDAYS AT 4  
Classical cross-over ensemble breathes new  
life into familiar favorites with their unique  
and innovative arrangements, 4 p.m.,  
Ferro Pavilion, George Williams College 
Campus, Williams Bay; 262-245-8501  
or sundaysat4.org. 
 
[29-JAN. 4] SANTA CRUISE  
Embark on a magical Christmas cruise to 
Santa’s North Pole Hideaway. Along your 
lake tour, enjoy the twinkling lights and 
displays along the shoreline of Geneva Lake. 
Cruises run every evening with the 
exception of Dec. 24 and 25. Lake Geneva 
Cruise Line, Gage Marine Winter Harbor, 
Williams Bay; 262-248-6206 or 
cruiselakegeneva.com. 
 
[30-December 1, DECEMBER 7-8,  
14-15, 21-22] CHRISTMAS EXPRESS  
Ride the rails with Santa and his helpers. 
Departures begin at 9 a.m. with some night 
departures on select dates, East Troy Electric 
Railroad, East Troy; 262-642-3263 or 
easttroyrr.org.
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nnual         Lake Geneva
THE RIDGE HOTEL, LAKE GENEVA WI

16
1:00-5:00 P.M.

Unlimited Samplings from  
35+ Breweries & Distilleries  

DJ Felix Entertainment • Photo Booth   

Hotel Packages Available at The Ridge Hotel

LGBEERFEST.COMLGBEERFEST.COM

GET A TASTE OF THE L AKE LIFE

GET A TASTE OF THE L AKE LIFE
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TRIMMING
REMOVAL

STUMP GRINDING
LANDSCAPE
HARDSCAPE

BOULDER WALLS
INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL

LAND CLEARING
FREE ESTIMATES!

www.doublektreeservice.com

Locally  Owned
& Operated

25 years  
experience

Military and Senior Discounts
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Fancy Fair Mall
830 West Main St, Lake Geneva, WI • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Welcome to our collection of unique stores

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW

New World Wine Shop
262-812-4080

Galerie Matisse
262-248-9264 

Bath, Body & Soul
847-899-6311

Queen Bee Artisan Market
262-812-4099

Matisse Too
262-248-8652 

The Birdhouse
262-248-8652

Noure’s Oriental Rug Inc.
262-248-2222 
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//  LIFE AT THE LAKE//  

©HOLLY LEITNER

“Every leaf speaks bliss to me,  
fluttering from the autumn tree.”

― EMILY BRONTË



AUTUMN 2019   n   AT THE LAKE   n   139

201 Geneva National Ave. S, Lake Geneva, WI

www.genevacabinet.com   |   262.245.9600

Designed by Natalie Spiniolas

BEAUTIFULLY BOLD
Visit Our Showroom Today & Be Inspired For Tomorrow

SHOWROOM HOURS  Mon–Fri: 9am–4pm; Sat: 9am–2pm  OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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Let Joe help you fall in love  
with your fireplace  

all over again!

FIREPLACE FLIPS

oonlightasonryM


