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Carpet & Rug 
Cleaning Specialists

Contact us today to get in our schedule.

(262) 248-8204 • ArtisticCleaners.net

CARPET.  FURNITURE.  AREA RUG WASHING.

SPOT & ODOR.  TILE & GROUT.  VCT & LINOLEUM. 

LEATHER.  FLOOD EXTRACTION.

“We clean it all, just call!”

Dear Readers, 

Since spring 2015 I’ve had the privilege of guiding the editorial direction of At The Lake. And what an honor 
it’s been. Before I joined Nei-Turner Media Group, I had a long career in marketing and communications, 
and I was an avid reader of this magazine. I loved its content and design; I was especially drawn to its emphasis 
on local history — something that is still important to its mission. 

As 2020 drew to a close, my husband and I started talking more and more about stepping away from our 
professional lives to discover what the next chapter might hold. The pandemic and a year in lock down had 

given us more time to think and to ask, “What’s next?” It was clear our priorities had shifted and our personal to-do lists had 
grown. So, after six years and 26 issues this is my last at the helm of At The Lake, which would not be the magazine it is without 
our team of talented writers, designers, photographers, digital and social media directors, a tireless advertising sales manager and 
ad coordinator and a publisher, who has been supportive every step of the way. Thanks to all.      

This issue of the magazine just might be one of my favorites. As I was reviewing our editorial lineup, I realized there is a recurring 
theme in many of the stories we are presenting: the everlasting impact of Geneva Lake on a variety of individuals. 

First, there is our long overdue profile of Harry “Buddy” Melges, a legend in the sailing world, who fine-tuned his know-how 
of the sport on Geneva Lake’s waters. We also shine a spotlight on Norman Barr Camp and the individuals who have made 
pilgrimages to the lake every summer, not only for family time but to assist with the camp’s faith-based mission. Then, there’s our 
story about two local water ski clubs that performed everything from ski jumps to water ballet from the 1940s to 1960s. We talked 
to some of the stars of those shows who shared their fond memories of that time. 

My guess is that Geneva Lake has had an impact on your life as well. I know it has on mine. As always, thank you for reading.

 
 
Barb Howell, Editor 

//  EDITOR'S PAGE  //



JANIS HARTLEY
Creating Superior Real Estate Experiences…

On the Lake, at the Golf Course and in the Country. 

Let my success be the Key to your success.  

Top 5 Keefe Real Estate 2020 • # 1 Geneva National Agent, 2020, 2019, 2018, 2017 

Top 45 Metro MLS Agents and Top 5 Walworth County Sales 2020

OVER $35,000,000 SOLD IN 2020!

262.745.3630 | SELLINGLAKEGENEVA.COM
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CHRISTINE FOX & ASSOCIATES
The Team that Sells with Heart & Knowledge  •  24/7/365

262.903.0717 cell   262.728.1013 direct
cfox@shorewest.com  •  christinefox.shorewest.com

#1 Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Dollar Volume Sold 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 & 2020 
Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Units Sold 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 & 2020 
Shorewest REALTORS® Delavan Office Units Sold & Dollar Volume 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 & 2020  
Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Team 2017, 2018, 2019 & 2020 

Awarded RealTRENDS Top 1% of All Practicing Agents Nationwide 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 & 2020 

CHRISTINE FOX IS RECOGNIZED AS

WELCOME HOME TO BAILEY ESTATES — WILLIAMS BAY, WI

MAKE YOUR HOME EXACTLY WHAT YOU WANT — CALL TODAY!

3 EASY STEPS:
1.  Pick your lot and home design — ranch or two-story. 

Choose from six ranch styles and six two-story styles

2. Visit the design center to pick the finish details.

3. Relax while we build your dream home.

THEN come to the closing table and MOVE IN!

• NO CONSTRUCTION LOAN NEEDED
• BUILDER FINANCED UNTIL CLOSING

Lender pre-approval required at time of down payment. 
See sales agent for lender recommendations.

ADDITIONAL QUALITY, CUSTOM HOME SUBDIVISIONS AVAILABLE TO YOU FROM GERSTAD BUILDERS

McHenry, IL Richmond, IL Poplar Grove, ILWilliams Bay, WI

$5,000 DOWN TO HOLD A SPECIFIC LOT
+

$15,000 DOWN TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION
$20,000 TOTAL DOWN FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION



PROPRIETARY CLEANING SOLUTIONS
Delivering results 4-5X more effective 

than pressure washing!

“Way beyond what was 
promised ... 
House Shampoo  
is an exceptional  
company...” 
M.R. - Woodstock, IL

“Cedar shake roof 
looks great, as does 

the rest of the house.”
Dr. Navabi - 

Barrington, IL

“House looks amazing  
again! The roof looks  
perfect and our stone  
walkway looks cleaner  
than when it was  
installed.”
D. Wickstrom - 
N. Barrington, IL

(815) 585-4745  •  www.houseshampoo.com
SERVING THE GREATER NW CHICAGO, IL & LAKE GENEVA, WI AREAS

“IF IT NEEDS CLEANING, HOUSE SHAMPOO HAS THE SOLUTION!”

LOW-PRESSURE - GENTLE

“Our backyard hasn’t looked  
so good since we put every-

thing in. The results were 
unbelievable and I could not 

be happier. If I could give you 
more than 5 stars I would!”

B. Cutler - Long Grove, IL

“These guys are unbelievable! 
We went with the ‘full monty.’ 
The work was spectacular - 
WOW!” 
G. Storandt -  
Lauderdale Lakes, WI

“We just could not be happier! Our 
cedar roof, stonework and patios… 

everything was cleaned to  
perfection. We have told at least 
a dozen friends and can’t wait to 

work with them again.”
Dr. Michael & Ruth Ramsey 

- Lake Geneva, WI

ALGAE, LICHEN, MOSS, MOLD, MILDEW IS A LIVE AND GROWING PROBLEM

ROOFING - CEDAR - ASPHALT - SLATE - CLAY TILE – COMPOSITE        SIDING - VINYL - HARDY PLANK - DRYVIT - STUCCO - ALUMINUM                                                                                                                                         
HARDSCAPES - PAVERS -SANDING - SEALING - BLUESTONE - LIMESTONE - BRICK - CONCRETE 

OTHER - DECKS - BALUSTERS - FENCING - DOCKS - FURNITURE - AWNINGS - MONUMENTS

DRASTIC SAME DAY 
RESULTS!

Algae & lichen 
infestation

Restored 
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RETAIL PRODUCTS AND MORE.
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Visit our website and sign up for our e-newsletter at
www.atthelakemagazine.com; follow us on ...

	 @AtTheLakemag	 or become a Facebook Fan

No portion of this magazine may be reproduced without prior 
written permission by the publisher. ©2021  Nei-Turner Media  
Group, Inc. All rights reserved. Prepress services and printing by  
LSC Communications, Pontiac, IL.

Unsolicited material must be accompanied by return postage.  
At The Lake® magazine assumes no liability for damage or loss. 
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FOR ALL YOUR BOATING NEEDS!

• New Boat Sales

• Maintenance / Repair Services

• In / Out Valet Service

• Boat Club

• Off-Season Storage

• Pier / Lift Services

GageMarine.com  •  262-245-5501

MAKE YOUR MEMORIES ON THE WATER!

Timeless design, exquisite details and 
authentic craftmanship
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9307 S RT 12, RICHMOND, IL • 815-678-4558
STORE HOURS: TUE 9AM-6PM • WED-FRI 9AM-5PM • SAT 10AM-2PM • CLOSED SUN-MON

Indoor • Outdoor Lighting
LEDs • Bulbs • Fans

Lamp Repairs • Shades

Visit our huge showroom 
for personalized service
Shop with us online at 

www.caravellelight.com

Come pour with us, enjoy a beverage 
and create your own custom fragrance!

Our in-store candle bar is one of a kind. 
Let our scent experts help you design 

a blend of premium oils from our 
selection of over 90 options. 

Create a candle from our large jar 
selection or craft a room & body spray, 

diffuser, or wax tarts. 

 262.203.5557

 info@TheCandleMercantile.com  
870 West Main Street

Lake Geneva

TheCandleMercantile.com



Let me introduce you to my team to bring your 
current home to market or to create your new dream home.

Luxury, Renovation SpecialistLuxury, Renovation Specialist

262.581.6554 | dbrongiel@keeferealestate.com | LakeGenevaLifestyle.com

With limited inventory, 
let me help you creatively find 

The Home of 
your Dreams!



Live Life Boldly

101 PARK PLACE | DELAVAN, WI
262-725-7181

A Boutique Design Studio

bedspoke furnishings  |  cabinetry  |  lighting  |  upholstery  |  interior design

.

Luxury Interiors

New Look Coming 2021



Be’ Jeweled

Cold Stone Creamery

Drink Wisconsinbly

Egg Harbor Café

Inspired Coffee

Paws for Treats

Potbelly Sandwich Works

Rock Garden for Lake Geneva

So-Ho Boutique 

Summer Made

Northeast Corner of Main & Cook Streets

Property managed by Inland Commercial Real Estate Services LLC 
The Inland name and logo are registered trademarks being used under license.

Looking for shop space? Join the best in retail!  
Join Inland. Call 866-214-7500.
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MARBLE  -  QUARTZITE  -  GRANITE  -  QUARTZ

LEADING STONE FABRICATOR AND INSTALLER

2200 CARLSON DRIVE, NORTHBROOK, IL
MARBLE-EMPORIUM.COM

847-205-4000



WEEKEND 
GETAWAYS 
LAKESIDE
LODGING | DINING | SPA | PACKAGES

Set along two miles of Delavan Lake’s shoreline just 10 minutes west of Lake 
Geneva, Lake Lawn Resort is a historic Wisconsin landmark. Our full-service resort 
offers spacious guest rooms, three pools, 18-hole championship golf, a luxury spa, 
boat tours, a marina, water sport rentals, cross-country skiing & ice-skating, and 

multiple dining options. Come explore and make lasting memories.

L A K E L A W N R E S O R T . C O M   |   2 6 2 . 7 2 8 . 7 9 5 0



20   n   atthelakemagazine.com

//  CURRENTS  //

REMEMBERING RICHARD 
DRIEHAUS: A GREAT FRIEND  
TO LAKE GENEVA 
Kind, gentle and generous are the words 
Grace Eckland, long-time president 
and now vice-president of the Lake 
Geneva Beautification Committee, 
used to describe Richard H. Driehaus, 
who passed away unexpectedly March 
9, at the age of 78. Although Driehaus’ 
name is often associated with his palatial 
Geneva Lake estate, Glanworth Gardens, 
and the highly successful investment firm 
he founded, most who knew him would 
agree that the true measure of the man 
was not his material possessions, but his 
philanthropic endeavors. 

One of those beneficiaries was the 
city’s Beautification Committee, which 
Eckland says may not have been formed 
without him. “Richard absolutely loved 
Lake Geneva,” she says. “He saw the 
beauty in the city and wanted to enhance 
it.” Before the Beautification Committee 
was formed, Driehaus told Eckland 
he wanted to gift Lake Geneva with 
tulip bulbs from his estate for planting 
throughout the city. That project didn’t 

come to fruition but instead a strategic 
plan was put in motion. “Richard was 
very thoughtful and said, ‘Let’s form a 
beautification committee and determine 
what types of projects we can do,’” 
Eckland remembers. 

The mayor at the time identified several 
government representatives to join the 
committee, then asked Eckland to find 
community members with the highest 
level of applicable talents and experience 
to become members. Once the committee 
was formed, a master plan was developed. 
“Richard’s whole idea was to help people 
help themselves, so the Committee 
worked within Richard’s matching grant 
model for project funding,” Eckland 
states. She says Driehaus embraced their 
ideas and generously supported them, 
and in doing so, “it gave the Committee 
incentive [to raise matching funds] for 
those projects,” she explains. “He derived 
a lot of satisfaction from getting people 
to be inspired.” 

Carol Wyant, president, Pathfinder Con-
sulting and Lake Geneva Beautification 
Committee member, representing Drie-

haus, echoes Eckland’s sentiments saying, 
“Reflecting his love of beauty Richard 
instigated the creation of the Lake Gene-
va Beautification Committee, agreed to 
serve as honorary chair and supported it 
for years with his challenge grants.” 

The Driehaus Family Plaza, a focal 
point in front of the city’s iconic 
Riviera ballroom, includes a replica 
of the Angel of the Waters fountain in 
New York City’s Central Park, donated 
by Driehaus in 2004. The fountain, 
according to Eckland, was the 
beginning of the rebirth of the Riviera. 
Since its addition, the Beautification 
Committee has developed the plaza 
by adding signature bricks, benches, 
planters and up-lighting. Currently, 
through Driehaus’ matching grant 
model, the committee is providing all 
new exterior lighting for the Riviera. 

“Richard always was seeking ways to make 
things even better or more beautiful,” 
says Wyant. “The idea of signature bricks 
adjacent to the Riviera was his, knowing 
the Beautification Committee could use 
the funds for other projects.” 
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Diane Krause
262.215.4893

Kevin Krause
262.745.1447

Life is Simple...Just Add Water

*MLS stats 1/1/19-1/1/20 **Flexmls®, based on closed sales data 2020. Stop looking, start finding® 

KRAUSETEAM@ATPROPERTIES.COM

39408 Bloomfield Rd 
Powers Lake • $599,000

900 N Susan Ct 
Elkhorn • $319,900

1654 Woodland Dr 12-55 
Geneva National • $245,000

560 N Stone Ridge Dr 
Lake Geneva • $540,000

W3703 Lake Shore Dr 
Lake Geneva • $325,000

424 Chesterfield Ct  
Williams Bay • $370,725

58 FT WATERFRONTAGE

your new
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Just a few of those projects include entry 
monuments to the city; Sailboat Plaza, 
adjacent to the Lake Geneva Utility 
Commission;  restoration of the Three 
Graces Fountain; the Bertil and Ulla 
Brunk Pavilion; Library Park design 
and landscaping; and the Geneva Lake 
Museum south gardens. To date, the 
Lake Geneva Beautification Committee 
has gifted over $1.5 million in capital 
improvements to the city. 

Although Driehaus’ support of beauti-
fying Lake Geneva was substantial, he 
also was passionate about preservation 
of classical architecture. After the 1998 
purchase of his Geneva Lake estate, 
which was built in 1906 by Norman 
Wait Harris,  the entire home and prop-
erty underwent a 16-month renovation 
using the original architectural plans 
to painstakingly return it to its former 
glory. 

“As Richard was restoring the estate, 
he told the hundreds of mostly local 
people working on it of his intention 
to share it with the community,” says 
Wyant. “It was completed in time for a 
weekend of parties celebrating the turn 
of the millennium; shortly afterwards he 
hosted an event for the workers and their 
families so all could enjoy the beauty 
they had created.” 

Eckland points to Driehaus’ lavish birth-
day parties, where he welcomed 1,000 
or more guests to the estate each July. 
“I think his greatest thrill was sharing 
with others and that was the reason for 
the parties. He loved to provide them for 
people to have fun.” But he didn’t limit 
the fun to just the people who attend-
ed his parties, Eckland explains. “After 
his circus-themed birthday party, Rich-
ard decided to bring the Circus World 
Museum’s wagons from Baraboo to Lake 
Geneva for all to enjoy.”

Driehaus also opened his estate to a wide 
array of Walworth County nonprofits for 
benefits every year. “All proceeds from 
ticket sales were kept by the charity and he 
would pay for everything … he basically 
hosted parties for each organization,” 
says Eckland, adding, “He truly derived 
his sense of accomplishment and pleasure 
from seeing what he could do for other 
people and that is a rare gift.” 
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CARPET • VINYL • CERAMIC
NATURAL STONE • HARDWOOD
Serving the lakes area for 29 years.

Professional designers on staff.

5530 STATE RD 50 DELAVAN, WI 53115 • 262.728.6200
www.fourseasonsflooringinc.com

"WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED"

GLLEA OPENS NEW 
HEADQUARTERS IN FONTANA
After an unexpected and abrupt end to its 
lease in Williams Bay, the Geneva Lake 
Law Enforcement Agency (GLLEA) had 
58 days to find a new headquarters and a 
place to dock its pair of patrol boats.

Fortunately, Village of Fontana President 
Pat Kenny knew of a former restaurant 
space that was being used for storage. 
The space, in a village owned building 
at 478 Lake St., is adjacent to Fontana 

Beach, and is currently leased to Kevin 
Kirkland, owner of Lake Geneva Marine 
Co. The GLLEA will share the building 
with Lake Geneva Marine Co., and the 
agency’s boats will be docked at the 
village pier next to the beach.  

“We were welcomed with open arms 
into Fontana, without a doubt,” GLLEA 
Cmdr. Tom Hausner says.

Started in 1969, GLLEA is a certified 
police department recognized by the 

state of Wisconsin tasked with patrolling 
Geneva Lake from April 15 to Oct. 15. 
Hausner, who became commander in 
2005, says most officers are retired or 
work for other local jurisdictions full 
time. He estimates the agency occupied 
its previous office in Williams Bay for at 
least 25 to 30 years. 

From the time GLLEA vacated its 
Williams Bay office in December until 
the new office's opening this spring. 
Hausner has continued to conduct 
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business remotely. “We’re excited to start 
new, so to speak, with a new office, fresh 
season and some new officers,” he says. 
“We’re hoping to provide the same high 
quality of service, but we’ll be doing it 
from a new location.”

Several local businesses helped transform 
the space into a newly remodeled office, 
all of them donating labor or providing 
a discount to GLLEA, according to 
Hausner. “I wanted to keep everything 
as local as I could,” he says. “That’s who 
we are.”

The Village of Fontana Public Works 
Department demolished much of the 
old office, while Le Roux Construction 
helped complete the renovations. Adams 
Power installed a brand-new HVAC 
system, and significant contributions 
also came from Brown Electric Inc., the 
Geneva Lake Plumbing Co., Moonlight 
Masonry, Anderson Brothers Inc., Four 
Seasons Flooring, Northrop Awning Co. 
and Ackman Glass & Mirror. 

Hausner says the contractors arranged 
their schedules to accommodate GLLEA’s 
strict timeline. “In a very short time 
frame this all came together, and we’re 
moving forward,” he says.

CALVARY COMMUNITY 
CHURCH CELEBRATES 
CENTENNIAL
Calvary Community Church is 
marking its 100th anniversary, and 
Senior Pastor Chuck Cervenka has 
been a part of the parish for more than 
half of those years. Cervenka began 
attending services at the church as 
early as 1962 and joined the Calvary 
ministry in 2015 as an associate pastor.

Calvary was founded in 1891 as the Free 
Evangelical Lutheran Church on the 
corner of Geneva and Williams streets 
in Williams Bay, but it marks its history 
from 1921, when it reorganized and 
became the Williams Bay Free Mission 
Church. The church was renamed 
Calvary Community Church in 1961 
and 10 years later voted to relocate to a 
larger site at the corner of Highway 50 
and Harris Road.

“Through all the seasons that have come 
and gone for the past 100 or even 50 
years since we moved out here, to think 

of all the things that have happened in 
our culture and society, the scripture 
and gospel have really stayed the same,” 
Cervenka says.

Calvary will host a weeklong 100th 
anniversary celebration July 6-11, with 
an emphasis on different parts of the 
ministry. The festivities kick off with a 
family night, followed by youth night 
and a comedian. Friday will feature 
music through the ages, and Saturday 
will include a brunch and vow renewal 
for anyone previously married at 
Calvary. A special service Saturday 
will feature the return of past Calvary 
pastors, while traditional services and 
a parish picnic will cap the celebration 
on Sunday.

“Our theme is ‘Jesus is our heritage and 
our hope,’” Cervenka says. “What’s really 
held us together all these years is people 
celebrating their love for Jesus, so this is a 
chance to prove Jesus is our heritage and 
our hope as we go forward.”

Parishioners are asked to contribute to a 
commemorative centennial celebration 
book featuring personal stories and 
photos from the week. Copies are 
expected to be available in August.

“I’m just one of many who have 
experienced life changes here at 
Calvary,” Cervenka adds. “There are 
so many others whose heritage is so 
rich here.” 

The Calvary community is multigenera-
tional, incorporating families who have 
been around for years and brand-new  
parishioners, which Cervenka says is 
part of what makes the church special.  
“There’s a blend of old and new coming 
together, and it’s really fun to be a part of 
that,” he says.

To ensure the church is around for the 
next generation, Calvary is working 
on a major renovation project that 
began about six years ago but was never 
completed. In this phase, the children’s 
and youth areas will be remodeled, 
lobbies will be slightly expanded and the 
parking lot will be repaved.

WILLIAMS BAY OPENS  
DOG PARK 
Williams Bay’s population of furry friends 
has a new space to call their own. After 
five years of discussions, the Williams Bay 
Recreation Department opened a dog 
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– Managed by Lake Lawn Resort Management Company –

park on an acre of land at Lions Park.

Named Rex Park after a Williams Bay 
police dog who died in January 2019, 
the dog park features separate areas for 
large and small dogs.

“We have a huge population of dogs in 
the area, and we didn’t have a resource 
for them to get off the leash and run, and 
to do whatever they wanted in terms of 
having fun with other dogs,” according to 
Dave Rowland, recreation director at the 
Williams Bay Recreation Department.

The project was spearheaded by 
the rec department with assistance 
from the Williams Bay Public Works 
Department. It required installing 
fences and dog waste stations, as well 
as obstacles and play stations. Trees, 
water fountains and chairs also were 
added, all at a cost of about $25,000 to 
the village, Rowland says. There is no 
cost associated with using the park for 
village residents or visitors. The only 
stipulation is that dogs that are at least 
five months old are licensed through 
the community in which they live. 

The village board and residents who 
provided positive feedback really 
transformed the concept from an idea 
into reality, according to Rowland. “It’s 
a tremendous idea that we’ve had for a 
long time,” Rowland says. “There’s a lot 
more to come in Williams Bay, but this is 
one step forward.”

ELEGANT FARMER  
MARKS 75 YEARS 
From humble beginnings as a roadside 
farm stand run by Elmer and Dave 
Scheel in 1946, The Elegant Farmer is 

commemorating its 75th anniversary 
with a yearlong celebration featuring 
family-fun events and various specials.

The market, located just outside 
Mukwonago, is best known for its Apple 
Pie Baked in a Paper Bag, but it continues 
to thrive with its supply of fresh produce 
as well as its deli, bakery and specialty 
food items. When the Scheel family 
contemplated selling in 2006, longtime 
employees John Bauer and Keith 
Schmidt expressed interest, and John’s 
brother, Mike, joined the venture.
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Current owners Keith Schmidt, John Bauer and Mike Bauer shown with 
The Elegant Farmer's famous Apple Pie Baked in a Paper Bag.
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“Dave’s son, Dan Scheel, had a few offers 
[for the market], but he didn’t have peace 
about it,” John Bauer says. “With it being 
in the family for so many years, he worried 
about where it would go. I had some of 
the same beliefs as they did about what we 
wanted the Elegant Farmer to be.”

Though the Bauers and Schmidt have 
overseen some changes throughout 
the years, including the addition of 
new products, the Elegant Farmer still 
resembles the business that stood decades 
ago. “A lot of it is a tradition,” John Bauer 
says. “It’s a tradition for us and a lot of the 
families that come here, especially in the 
fall, to come pick apples and pumpkins 
and go on hayrides. We’ve added a corn 
maze. It’s just built on traditions that 
have been successful, and we’d like to 
carry that on for years to come.”

Families especially enjoy the market 
experience incorporating a ride on the 
East Troy Electric Railroad which makes 
a stop at The Elegant Farmer. 

In mid-May, The Elegant Farmer kicked  
off its anniversary celebration in con-
junction with National Apple Pie Day 
when it offered its famous 8-inch apple 
pie at a discount as well as  other promo-
tional coupons and free gifts.

Open daily from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., the 
market will continue to offer addi-
tional weekly price specials and events 
throughout 2021, including the Wis-
consin Blue Ribbon Cheese Fest, 
June 5-6; Wisconsin Simply the Best 
Cheese Sale, Aug. 28-29; and Autumn 
Harvest Fest on Saturdays and Sun-
days, Sept. 11 - Oct. 24. For informa-
tion, visit elegantfarmer.com. 
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Buddy Melges speaks during the Lake Geneva Yacht Club's 2012 "Legacy of Sailing" 
celebration. The event saluted Melges as well as fellow yacht club members Jane Pegel 
and the late Bill Bentsen, Melges' longtime friend and fellow Olympian.
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A SAILOR’S LIFE

I

Fontana’s Buddy Melges looks back on a truly legendary sailing career  
BY ANNE MORRISSY 

t is a sunny and very cool March 
day when I meet sailing legend and 
Fontana resident Harry C. “Buddy” 
Melges Jr. at the Lake Geneva Yacht 
Club. The ice has just recently 

gone out, signaling the beginning of the 
seasonal transition from Melges’ lifelong 
winter hobby — iceboating — to his 
primary passion: sailing. I arrive a little 
early and find myself wandering through 
the first floor of the building, which 
houses the world-class sailing school that 
now bears his name: the Buddy Melges 
Sailing Center, rebuilt and renamed in 
2015 in honor of its most famous and 
accomplished graduate.

Pictures of Melges are everywhere 
— framed magazine covers; shots of 
sailboats in motion with Melges at the 
helm; photos of Melges posing with 
trophies, posing with Olympic medals, 
posing with the prestigious America’s 
Cup trophy itself. Melges has been 
sailing for more than eight decades now, 
and in that time, he has amassed an 
incredible record of accomplishments 
at the national and international levels. 
But he is quick to point out that his 
lifelong love of sailing started right here 
in Walworth County.

AN EDUCATION ON THE WATER
“We lived on Delavan Lake when I was 
growing up,” Buddy remembers wistfully. 
“I started sailing there when I was 6 years 
old, in a little dinghy. Pretty quickly, I got 
good enough in it that for 10 cents, I’d take 

you for a ride,” he laughs. Melges’ father, 
Harry Melges Sr., worked for the Palmer 
Boat Company in Fontana at the time and 
was an accomplished sailor and iceboater 
himself. Melges says he took to sailing 
from a young age because of his father’s 
passion for the sport and his eagerness to 
pass that love on to his children.

Around 1940, Harry Melges Sr. 
took a job working for local Fontana 
businessman Bill Grunow Jr. at his  
Val-o-Will Chicken Farm (later Majestic 
Ski Hill), and moved the family to a 
former golf clubhouse on the Grunows’ 
property. On Geneva Lake, Grunow and 
his wife Val sailed a competitive racing 
boat called a “C scow,” and around the 
age of 11 (he guesses), Buddy Melges 
began crewing for them. 

He also enrolled in the Geneva Lake 
Sailing School, which was then under 
the direction of a man named Herb 
Taylor, a former Olympic swimmer and 
water polo player. “The [school] had a 
24-foot boat and there were eight or 
nine kids on that one boat,” Melges 
remembers. “That was the whole basis 
of how instruction was put forth. As 
we sailed, Herb would be talking and 
instructing and commenting about 
what goes on, what a ‘luff’ is and what 
a ‘jib’ is and what a ‘main’ is, and the 
attitudes of the wind. That’s how we 
learned.”

A RACING PHENOM
Following World War II, Harry C. 
Melges Sr. decided to invest in his love 
for sailing. He had developed a new 
design for a C Scow that he felt improved 
on the old models and went on to make 
three boats as prototypes, giving one to 
his son Buddy to sail. Those first three 
boats proved to be a huge success that 
helped to establish Harry Melges’ name 
as a premier boatbuilder, giving lift to 
Melges Boatworks, his newly established 
boat-building company headquartered in 
Zenda. (Today it is Melges Performance 
Sailboats.) 

Around the same time, the Geneva Lake 
Sailing School hired Buddy Melges as the 
new sailing instructor for the summer, 
filling Herb Taylor’s old position. He 
was only 16 years old, but he was already 
on his way to greatness.

“I STARTED SAILING THERE 
[DELAVAN LAKE] WHEN I WAS 

6 YEARS OLD, IN A LITTLE 
DINGHY. PRETTY QUICKLY, I 

GOT GOOD ENOUGH IN IT THAT 
FOR 10 CENTS, I’D TAKE YOU 

FOR A RIDE.”

− SAILING LEGEND BUDDY MELGES
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Through the late 1940s and into the 
1950s, Melges dominated the club 
racing at the Lake Geneva Yacht Club 
and the regional Inland Lake Yachting 
Association, while traveling around the 
U.S. with his Melges Boatworks C Scow, 
competing in (and often winning) races 
and regattas. The purpose of those trips 
was multifold: in addition to honing his 
skills and racking up trophies, Melges 
also worked as a salesman and brand 
ambassador for his father’s company. 

“When my dad got into the boatbuilding 
business, sailing fast became even 
more important,” Melges explains. His 
numerous wins provided a personal 
satisfaction, but they also helped elevate 
the name of Melges Boatworks around 
the country, as competitors clamored to 
get their hands on the same kind of boat 
they saw Melges sailing. 

It was one such trip to the Columbia 
Yacht Club in Chicago in the early 
1950s that would change his life forever. 
Docking his boat after a race on Lake 
Michigan, he spotted another returning 
boat with a beautiful sailor on board. 

He watched, entranced, as she deftly 
balanced on the rails of the moving 
boat and then tied up near him. He 
was smitten. “She captured my heart,” 
he remembers. Not long after that, he 
asked her on a date, and in 1954, he 
and his wife Gloria were married. “I was 
fortunate to meet a gal who was sailing 
before we met,” he says. Over the next 
several years, they had three children: 
two sons and a daughter.

GOING FOR THE GOLD
Around the time his children were young, 
Melges says he was approached at the 
Lake Geneva Yacht Club by Bill Bentsen, 
a friend and expert sailor. Bentsen had 
been researching the trials for the 1964 
Olympic sailing events and discovered that 
the International Olympic Committee 
had selected a type of boat called a Flying 
Dutchman for that year’s competition. 
Bentsen realized that the Flying Dutchman 
was not unlike the scow boats sailing on 
Geneva Lake, so he and Melges decided to 
team up and try out. 

“In our very first regatta in the Flying 
Dutchman, we ended up placing third 

against some really experienced sailors,” 
Melges explains. “So that gave us the 
confidence to keep going.” The pair 
ended up not only qualifying for the 
1964 Tokyo Olympics, but winning a 
bronze medal. “That was pretty neat, 
getting to stand up on the podium and 
see your flag above you like that,” he 
remembers.

In 1972, Melges and Bentsen decided to 
try out for the Olympics again, this time in 
a three-person boat called a Soling. They 
added sailor Bill Allen from Minnesota’s 
Lake Minnetonka to their team and 
found a recipe for success. “The trials were 
a little easier the second time around, and 
we had built up a lot of respect from the 
other sailors,” Melges says. 

At that year’s Munich Olympics, Melges’ 
team was so dominant that they were 
assured of winning the gold medal even 
before the final race was sailed. Melges 
describes the memory of the 1972 medal 
ceremony as “a thrill.” He followed up 
his Olympic successes with back-to-back 
world-championship wins in 1978 and 
1979 in the Star Boat class.
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Following in his grandfather’s footsteps, Melges’ grandson, Harry 
C. Melges IV, (“Harry 4”) and his sailing partner, Finn Rowe, are 
currently training at an elite, world-class level as members of the 
U.S. Sailing team. At just 19 and 20 years old, respectively, they 
are two of the youngest members of the team, but they have 
already achieved successes that motivate them to keep training 
at the highest level, including a top-25 finish at the World 
Championships in Auckland, New Zealand, in February 2020. 

Despite the global COVID-19 health crisis, Melges and 
Rowe have continued to train (when possible) with their 
U.S. Sailing squad over the past year, spending several 
weeks with the team in Miami last winter and relocating 
to Spain’s Canary Islands for nearly two months this 
spring, where they lived and trained together with 
the other members of the squad and their U.K.-
based coach. 

Due to the ever-changing situation surrounding 
the pandemic, the regatta schedule for the rest 
of the year remains uncertain, but Melges and 
Rowe are carefully monitoring the opportuni-
ties. They hope to be able to compete in the 
Junior World Championships in Poland in 
July and the World Championships in Oman 
in November.

A New Generation Sails On
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BIGGEST POOLS, LARGEST SUITES, AND BEST LOCATION

AMERICA’S CUP CHAMPION
Over the next decade, Melges assumed 
leadership of Melges Performance 
Sailboats, building on his father’s 
successes to position the company as 
one of the top boatbuilders of racing 
sailboats in the country. His expertise 
and knowledge earned him the 

nickname “The Wizard of Zenda” in the 
sailing world. 

Thanks in part to this well-earned 
reputation, Melges was approached 
in the early 1990s by billionaire Bill 
Koch, an avid sailor who was looking 
to organize a new team to compete 
for the prestigious America’s Cup, 
the oldest and most respected sailing 
competition in the world, held every 
three years. Knowing Melges’ abilities 
and past accomplishments, Koch asked 
him to join the team as the co-skipper 
of his boat, the America3. Under Melges’ 
experienced hand, the team successfully 
defended the title and won the 1992 
America’s Cup Trophy.

Since 1961, U.S. Sailing, the national 
organizing body for the sport of sailing, 
has bestowed the U.S. Sailor of the Year 
award on the person determined to have 
that year’s most outstanding on-the-
water achievements. By the time of the 
America’s Cup win, Melges had already 
won the award several times (in fact, he 
was the very first recipient of the award 
in 1961).

He was inducted into the America’s Cup 
Hall of Fame in 2001 and the Inland 
Lake Yachting Association Hall of Fame 
in 2002. In 2011, Melges was honored 
with induction into the National Sailing 
Hall of Fame in Newport, Rhode Island.

Reflecting on all of the awards and ac-
colades he has received during a truly  
exceptional sailing career, Melges is charac-
teristically understated. “I think it’s quite an 
honor,” he says. He credits his experience 
on Geneva Lake with setting him up for a 
lifetime of success, adding, “We’re so fortu-
nate to live on such a beautiful sailing lake.” 

Despite his many impressive accom-
plishments, Melges isn’t one to dwell on 
his past successes. As he talks, he scans 
the newly open water of the lake spread 
out in front of us. He is still eagle-eyed; 
spotting the wake of a speedboat across 
the lake, he calls me over to his side of 
the table to marvel at the early-season 
ride. It’s a skill that has served him well 
in his long and storied sailing career. “In 
sailing, you always want to be looking a 
quarter-mile ahead of you to spot where 
the wind is going to be,” he explains. 

“THAT WAS PRETTY 
NEAT, GETTING TO 
STAND UP ON THE 
PODIUM AND SEE 

YOUR FLAG ABOVE 
YOU LIKE THAT.”

− BUDDY MELGES ON WINNING  
THE BRONZE MEDAL AT THE 1964 

TOKYO OLYMPICS
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For decades, a famous bicycle-
making family made a brick mansion 
on Geneva Lake their summer home

BY ANNE MORRISSY

Schwinn 
Built
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It is a name that is instantly recognizable, 
immediately conjuring memories of beloved childhood 
bicycles for millions of Americans. On Geneva Lake, the name 
is also indelibly connected with a large piece of property on 
the north shore just east of Cedar Point, where the Schwinn 
family summered for nearly 70 years in a red-brick mansion 
constructed in the 1920s. Though the original house was 
demolished in the 1990s and replaced with a graceful French 
country-style home, the current owners say that people still 
frequently ask them if they live on “the Schwinn property.” 
“We don’t mind,” laughs homeowner Georgia Athans. “It’s 
such a famous name. But we do wonder how many years we’ll 
have to live here until they call it the Athans’ property.”

In fact, they almost purchased a different Lake Geneva home 
with connections to a famous name. When the Athanses were 
looking to buy on Geneva Lake in the 1990s, they went under 
contract several times on Casa del Sueño, the Spanish Colonial-
style home that was owned for many years by Chicago TV 
personality Lee Phillip Bell and her producer husband Bill 
Bell. However, the deal for the historic home repeatedly fell 
through, and ultimately, the Athanses decided to look for a 
property where they could build a new home. “The Schwinn 
property was very lovely. It was one of the bigger pieces of 
property available at the time, and we have over 300 feet of 
lake frontage,” Athans explains. “It’s just a beautiful view, and 
we have quite a bit of space on either side of the house.” 

Demolishing the original Schwinn house turned out to be a 
bigger challenge than they anticipated, however. “The house 
was solid brick,” Athans says. “And behind the brick were 
concrete walls. I don’t want to exaggerate here — they had to 
be at least 12 inches thick!” But then, Schwinn bicycles always 
were known for their quality and durability.

Schwinn:
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THE WORLD’S FINEST BICYCLES, 
QUALITY GUARANTEED
Most people today know that Schwinn 
bicycles were the biggest sellers of the 
mid-century, but in fact the company’s 
history goes back much further than 
that. Company founder Ignaz Schwinn 
was born in Germany in 1860 and 
worked in the fledgling bicycle industry 
there before coming to America in 
1891. Four years later, Schwinn, along 
with partner Adolph Arnold, formed 
Arnold, Schwinn and Company in 
Chicago, to capitalize on the cycling 
craze that was sweeping the country 
at that time. In the beginning, the 
company’s competition was steep — in 
the late 1800s, America boasted around 
300 bicycle manufacturers, two-thirds 
of which had factories within 150 
miles of Chicago. But Schwinn built 

his company’s reputation on superior 
design and quality, manufacturing some 
of the best racing bikes available at the 
time, as well as sturdy, everyday bikes 
for a variety of needs. In 1908, Schwinn 
bought Arnold’s interest, becoming sole 
owner of the company.

By the early 20th century, the 
automobile began stealing business 
away from the bicycle manufacturers, 
so in 1911 Schwinn diversified his 
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In 1895, Ignaz Schwinn partnered with Adolph Arnold to create 
the Arnold, Schwinn and Company in Chicago. In 1908, Schwinn 
purchased Arnold’s interest, becoming the sole owner.

Ignaz Schwinn, who emigrated from 
Germany to the U.S. in 1891 capitalized 
on the cycling craze that was sweeping 
the nation. Here, he is shown with wife, 
Helen and son Frank W. (F.W.) on a 
Schwinn-built family tandem, circa 1896.
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The lakes area’s trusted

LAKEFRONT PARTNER
since 1943

Headquartered in Lake Geneva, WI since 1943, Keefe Real Estate has worked with lakefront property buyers 
and sellers for decades. In the past 25 years, Keefe has closed 3,394 lakefront transactions, totaling a sales 
volume of $3.1B. Keefe’s sales team, marketing channels and reputation have made us number one year after 
year. If you are looking for a home away from home, or are considering selling your property, contact us today 

to learn how Keefe can help you.

262.249.5450KEEFELAKESIDE.COM
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company. First he acquired the Excelsior 
motorcycle company and then the 
Henderson motorcycle company, and 
then he built an almost 300,000-square-
foot factory to produce motorcycles. 
With the addition of Excelsior and 
Henderson, Schwinn became the third-
largest motorcycle manufacturer in the 
world for a time, behind only Harley-
Davidson and Indian motorcycles. 

Schwinn’s great-grandson, Richard 
Schwinn, owner of Waterford Precision 
Cycles, says it was the motorcycle arm of 
the Schwinn business that provided the 
funds for Ignaz and his wife Helen to 
build a summer home on Geneva Lake 
in the 1920s. “My great-grandfather was 
at the heyday of his commercial life at 
that time,” he explains. “And the really 
successful business [in the 1920s] was 
his motorcycle business.”

The stock market crash in 1929 and 
the Great Depression of the 1930s 
took a toll on Schwinn. The company 
ceased production of motorcycles 
in 1931 but continued to innovate 
its bicycle business. Then under the 
leadership of Ignaz Schwinn’s son 
Frank W. (F.W.) Schwinn, the Schwinn 
company extended its reputation as a 
leader in bicycle design, technology and 
manufacturing. During WWII, Schwinn 
made 10,000 bicycles per year for the 
U.S. military as part of the company’s 
extensive defense contracts — they also 
produced military casings and other 
supplies for the U.S. Navy and Army in 
their factory, eventually earning them 
recognition for excellence in wartime 
manufacturing. 

Ignaz Schwinn died in 1948 at the age 
of 88, but under F.W.’s leadership, the 

The Schwinn Bicycle Company was an impressive manufacturing facility 
in the heart of Chicago. By the 1950s, one in four bicycles sold in the 
U.S. was a Schwinn.

The leadership team of the Schwinn Bicycle Company gather in their 
Chicago headquarters at 1718 Kildare Ave. In the front row, at the far 
right, are F.W. Schwinn and son, Frank V. Schwinn.

In a telegram from the secretary of the Navy, dated June 8, 1944, 
the Schwinn Bicycle Company is honored with the Army-Navy 
E-Award for excellence in production of equipment to support the 
military during World War II. During a ceremony, company officials 
receive the "E" banner to display in the factory.
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GENEVA LAKEFRONT: Lakefront Living on Geneva at its Best in 11 acre Dartmouth 
Woods on near level frontage with awesome lake views, private swim pier & hydraulic boat 
lift! Welcome home to beautiful landscaping, soaring ceilings, full wall of windows & custom 
designer finishes throughout. A special hideaway to relax & enjoy light rooms, open layout 
with stone fireplace, built in cabinets, hardwood floors, loft master bedroom, LL family 
room with English windows & door opening to the lake. The DeGuilio Designer kitchen is 
a custom piece of art! Boasts Nickel/Stainless Steel, Glass/Marble/Wood finishes with Wolf 
stove, walnut top island, & awesome grand marble table with imported leather chairs & 
seating for 10! Enjoy outdoor dining under lighted pergola and built-in table surrounded 
by stone landscaping. MLS#1729021                                                $3,036,000

LINDA TONGE
262.949.6419 | Ltonge@keeferealestate.com

GenevaLakefronts.com

2 3  Y E A R S  O F  E X P E R I E N C E

LINDA TONGE
#1 AGENT AT KEEFE REAL ESTATE IN 2019

GENEVA LAKEFRONT: Views-Balcony & 24ft Boat Slip!! Spectacular 3BD, 2BA 
end unit 604 is Immaculately updated - Rooms opened to create “BEST” Lakeview, 
& sunlight filled rooms! HW floors throughout, FP, new baths, new chefs kit w white 
cabinets/quartz tops & huge island Includes Indoor Garage!
MLS#1737703                                                      $1,350,000

GENEVA LAKEFRONT: Geneva Lakefront boaters dream w 24 ft Boat Slip! Ready 
for summer fun!!  Great lake views from 3BD, 2 BA end unit 301 with 3 sides of 
windows, new master bath, great rm opening to balcony spanning the lakefront & 2nd 
balcony off kitchen is great for grilling!
MLS#1737854                                                        $799,000
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company was about to get a huge lift 
thanks to the post-war baby boom. In 
1950, one in every four bicycles sold 
in America was a Schwinn. Through 
aggressive advertising and an innovative 
authorized dealership arrangement, 

Schwinn bicycles only rose in popularity 
from that moment forward, becoming 
a status symbol among America’s youth 
and a ubiquitous sight in mid-century 
America. From the 1950s through the late 
1970s, Schwinn dominated the bicycle 

sales market in the United States. In 1974, 
at the peak of their success, Schwinn sold 
more than 1.5 million bicycles in a single 
year. Today, Pacific Cycle, an American 
division of Canadian conglomerate Doral 
Industries, owns the Schwinn brand. 

Colorful ads were 
a trademark of 
Schwinn's mid-
century marketing 
campaigns. The 
Corvette, Fair 
Lady, Continental, 
Varsity and Racer 
were just a few 
of the models 
promoted through 
their authorized 
dealership 
program.

By 1974, at the height of their success, Schwinn was selling more than 1.5 million bicycles in a single year.

During World War II, the Schwinn factory in Chicago 
was under military contract, making bicycles as well 
as items unrelated to cycling. As with many industries, 
women became a big part of the workforce.
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 • Custom & Lake Home Builders
 • Luxury Home Remodelers
 • Additions
 • Kitchens
 • Bathrooms

901 Maxwell Street, Suite 1
Lake Geneva, WI 53147

262-203-3952 • BalsitisContracting.com

COME HOME TO QUALITYCOME HOME TO QUALITY
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CONSTRUCTING A  
SOLID SUMMER GETAWAY
According to Richard Schwinn, his 
grandfather F.W. Schwinn was the first 
Schwinn to fall in love with Geneva Lake. 
Not long after marrying his wife Gertrude 
in 1918, F.W. bought a home in Congress 
Club on Williams Bay. Shortly after that 
in 1921, F.W.’s parents, Ignaz and Helen, 
purchased four acres of land adjacent to 
the still-undeveloped Cedar Point Park 

subdivision and hired an architect to 
build a house overlooking the lake. 

Ignaz Schwinn was extremely concerned 
about fire; as a result, he tasked the 
architect with designing a home that 
was nearly fire-proof by 1920s standards. 
“The story goes that my great-grandfather 
instructed the architect that he wanted 
to be able to pour 1,500 gallons of fuel 
oil into the basement and set it on fire 

and still have at least two-and-
a-half hours for everyone to 
get out of the house safely,” 
Richard Schwinn explains. 
Athans points out that Ignaz 
Schwinn was perhaps wise to 
be concerned about fire – many 
lake homes burned in the first 

few decades of the 20th century. 

To achieve the fire-proofing, the 
architect’s plans called for technology 
more commonly found in skyscrapers of 
the era, including a steel-beam structure 
and thick concrete walls. He designed 
the exterior of the six-bedroom, six-
bathroom house in a loosely Victorian 
style with a central tower and widow’s 
walk, boxy in shape and finished in red 

The Schwinn home was designed to be nearly fire-proof. It was constructed using 
techniques found in skyscrapers of the 1920s, with steel beams, thick concrete 
walls and an exterior faced with brick.
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Christopher  
Mulka 
Broker
708.738.9289 
cmulka@atproperties.com

With over $200 million in sales* the Martha Cucco Team is ready to help with any real estate needs in both Illinois and Wisconsin.

Martha  
cucco 

broker associate
262.949.4493 
martha@atproperties.com licensed in wisconsin & illinois

*MRED, LLC, based on closed sales data, 1/1/1989-9/15/2020.

Selling  your home this Summer?
Let us help you!

brick. “It was kind of a German design, 
understated by mansion standards,” 
Richard Schwinn describes. A matching 
boathouse at the waterfront, a six-car 
garage, a greenhouse and a caretaker’s 
cottage completed the property. Inside, 
the Schwinns filled the home with 
Persian rugs, English walnut chairs and a 
Chickering grand player piano. Richard 
Schwinn believes his great-grandparents 
moved into the home around 1926. 

Following Ignaz Schwinn’s death in 
1948, F.W. and Gertrude moved into the 
house. F.W. was an avid fisherman. In the 
summers, he would live at the family’s 
Humboldt Park home in Chicago and 
go to work at the factory during the 
week, and then hurry to catch the train 
to Lake Geneva on Friday afternoons for 
a weekend of fishing and relaxation. As 
they got older, F.W.’s wife Gertrude had 
difficulty walking the steep path from 

the house to the pier, so F.W. installed 
an innovative tram on a track that could 
transport them to and from the lake. 
Because the tram tracks crossed the public 
lakeshore path, it became a memorable 
part of the property, remaining in place 
until the Athanses purchased the land 
decades later. 

A CHATEAU RISING  
FROM THE RUBBLE
The home stayed in the Schwinn 
family until the 1990s. According to 
Athans, by the time the family put it 
up for sale, the house was extremely 
dated and showed heavy signs of wear 
and tear. Athans and her husband 
loved the property but had a different 
vision for their dream home. The first 
step was to demolish the old brick 
mansion, which was no small task. 
Athans remembers the crew they hired 
hauling away endless loads of brick 
and concrete. “It was a challenging 
house to tear down,” she says.

Next, they hired Lake Geneva architects 
McCormack + Etten to design their 
new home. “We wanted a French-style 

In the mid-1990s, the Athans purchased the Schwinn property and tore down 
the original house. They worked with the architectural firm of McCormack + 
Etten to design a home that has a distinctly French-influenced style. H
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o n  b r o a d  s t r e e t

Make a statement this summer.
253 Broad Street

Lake Geneva, Wisconsin
262.248.7700

haberdapper.com

Carrying the finest in men’s clothing and accessories.

p e t e r  m i l l a r  |  j o h n n i e - o  |  s o u t h e r n  t i d e  |  t o m m y  b a h a m a  |  3 4  h e r i t a g e  |  s t o n e  r o s e

blackpointestate.org
P L A N YOUR V I S I T  O NL INE  AT

house,” Athans explains. “I just love 
French things. I like French designers, 
French clothes, French everything … 
it’s just something I gravitate to.” The 
home the architects and the Athanses 
designed echoes the famous chateaus of 
the French countryside. “We also moved 
the footprint of the house a little further 
from the lake, to get the best view,” 
she explains. “It’s just a beautiful piece 
of property and now the house is high 
enough that we can see across the lake, 
all the way to Black Point. We love it 
because we live on enough property to 
feel private but without feeling secluded.” 

They moved into the new home in 1997. 
Athans says she chose the finishing 
touches to suit the home’s inspiration: 
painted French country furniture beside 
dark-wood tables, French doors with 
curved and beveled glass, a chandelier 
meant to mimic gaslight. “I was going 
for an overall look that was French, 
but not so formal,” she explains. They 
chose to keep the original boathouse 
Ignaz Schwinn had built in the 1920s, 
maintaining a connection with the 
home’s previous owners, but updated 
the interior to use as guest quarters and 
matched the exterior finishes to those of 
the new house.

Today the Athanses enjoy hosting 
the families of their two children — 
including five grandchildren — in the 
home. Reflecting on the property’s 
history, Athans marvels: “We all had 
Schwinn bicycles when the kids were 
growing up — myself, my husband, my 
daughter … and I think my son had 
every Schwinn bicycle that ever came 
out. Who would have guessed back 
then that we’d be living on the Schwinn 
property someday?”  

The Athans chose to keep the 
original Schwinn boathouse 
built in the 1920s.
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//  PORTFOLIO  //

Treat yourself to the beauty of long-lasting 
blooms that burst with color, form and fragrance

STORY AND PHOTOS BY HOLLY LEITNER

Garden
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Exploding azaleas, punches of 
marigolds, wisps of dill and a 

dash of oregano intertwined in a bouquet 
from Pipsypop Flowers is like a walk in 
the garden. Your senses come alive as you 
take in the beauty of another bouquet 
with a beaming sunflower accented by 
wild mint, wine-colored amaranth, bay 
leaves and jasmine. Each bouquet, just 
like each walk in the garden, is a bit 
different from the next. 

Customers who visit Pipsypop Flowers’ 
roadside stand at the corner of Highway 
120 South and Bloomfield Road, on the 
southeast side of Lake Geneva, have a 
difficult time choosing one bouquet over 
the other. But at $5 each, it’s easy to take 
home a few. 
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“Every week she has a new favorite 
flower,” jokes Mike Lasch, referring to 
his wife, Lisa. The Lasches are the owners 
and the heart and soul behind Pipsypop 
Flowers. Their farm is located in the Town 
of Bloomfield and boasts three acres of 
flowers with more than 100 different 
species of annuals and perennials. 

Their cut flower business began in 2015 
after Lisa submitted a floral arrangement 
to the Walworth County Fair. It was there 
that her trademark style was noticed by 
a floral designer who told her there was a 
big market for fresh cut, quality flowers. 
From there, the business took off. 

“We make a great team,” says Lisa. 
Both grew up on farms and say growing 
flowers comes naturally to them. Mike 
is the agronomist and is excellent at 
maintaining soil health. Lisa is the 
floral designer and learned her craft at 
Gateway College and a specialty school 
in Madison. She’s a registered nurse by 
day (and often night), yet the couple can 
be found in the fields most mornings 
picking flowers together. 

“It’s very labor-intensive work,” says Lisa. 
She explains that picking happens in hot 
and humid weather, with mosquitoes 
swirling around and an occasional snake 
spiraling up a sunflower. Yet after each 
restorative winter, they find themselves 
eager to get back to the flowers.

48   n   atthelakemagazine.com
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Garden flowers are different from flowers typically sold in 
grocery stores, such as long-lasting carnations, but the Lasches 
go to extra lengths to ensure longevity. They cut the flowers and 
immediately place them in pails filled with water and flower 
food, then store them in a walk-in cooler. Their clients attest to 
their flowers’ hardiness and beauty but also how they provide 
an immediate emotional boost. 

“During the pandemic, flowers became really popular,” says 
Lisa. “People wanted comfort at home.” Because of this, seed 
companies have had a hard time meeting consumer demand. 

The local flower movement encourages people to support their 
local farmers, which results in these  gorgeous, one-of-a-kind 
arrangements unique to the area. “Using beautiful and locally-
grown Pipsypop flowers every season makes us happy,” says 
Stephanie Atwell, co-owner of Forget Me Not Flower Market 
in Walworth.

Pipsypop flowers are used in bouquets at many other area florists 
as well, including Pesches Greenhouse; Lilypots Fresh Flowers 
and Gifts; Frontier Flowers of Fontana; Tommi’s Garden 
Blooms; Treasure Hut Flowers; and Burlington Garden Center. 
In addition to the flower bouquets sold at Pipsypops’ roadside 
stand, you can also purchase flowers by the pail upon request. 

“Flowers are there for the big moments in life, but I say flowers 
should be there for our small daily moments too,” says Lisa. 

For more information, visit pipsypopflowers.com or call 262-
749-8374 or 262-749-8370. 
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cool breeze off the water, music of every 
genre drifting through the air, friends 

and families gathered together, this summer 
tradition in the Geneva Lakes area means just 
one thing: Music by the Lake. The popular 
concert series in an idyllic setting on the 
campus of George Williams College of Aurora 
University, in Williams Bay, offers a truly 
unparalleled music experience. But last year 

A

After a one-year absence, 
Music by the Lake returns  
to celebrate summer 
BY RACHEL WISINSKI

52   n   atthelakemagazine.com

In 2008, Music by the Lake dedicated the Ferro 
Pavilion, a new, permanent venue.

TheThe 
Music 
Plays 
On
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due to 
the global 
p a n d e m i c , 
the beautiful venue 
was quiet and the 
20th anniversary of the 
festival’s revival came and went without the 
celebration it so deserved. 

“I haven’t had a quiet summer in 20 
years,” says Aurora University President 
Rebecca Sherrick, who is responsible 
for the concert series’ revival. “It took 
me some time to adjust to heading to 
the garden rather than jumping in the 
car to head north.”

The idea behind Music by the Lake 
began in 1951 after a group of 
community members congregated the 
year prior at College Camp to form 
the George Williams College Summer 
Music Association. This marked the 
start of 19 seasons of live summer 
performances from some of the world’s 
most talented artists. The first season 
featured a lineup of De Paur’s Infantry 
Chorus, Williams Kappel, Elena 
Nikolaidi and Patricia Travers. From 
1951 to 1969, music lovers gathered to 
hear the likes of violinist Isaac Stern, 
pianist Christoph Eschenbach, the 
New York City Opera and the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, among many 
others.

Following the 1969 season, however, the 
music stopped due to escalating costs.

THE NEW MILLENNIUM  
BRINGS A REBIRTH
Sherrick says shortly after she was named 
Aurora University’s 13th president in 

	
Live performances 

have been held at George 
Williams College since the early 20th 	
century, first in the tabernacle, later renamed Lewis Auditorium.

This year, the Music by the Lake season has moved 
to Sunday afternoons at 4 p.m. and includes the 
following dates:

MUSIC BY THE LAKE PREVIEW2
0
2
1

July 25  
Straight No Chaser 

August 8  
Chicago Philharmonic     

August 22  
Irish tenor Ronan Tynan

August 29 
The Bacon Brothers 

The first two “Sundays at 4” events will follow:

September 12 
Lake Geneva Symphony Orchestra  
(title coming soon)

September 26 
Susan Frontczak performing her one-woman show 
“Erma Bombeck – By Your Side”

Tickets go on sale to the public June 22.  
For information, visit musicbythelake.com.



TFORBECK@KEEFEREALESTATE.COM | 262.745.1145
HOMESINL AKEGENEVA .COM

TRICIA FORBECK

FONTANA | $1,675,000
Spectacular views of Geneva lake from virtually every room in this newly renovated 
5 BR, 4 BA home just steps from Fontana’s Lakefront.  MLS#1724687

FONTANA | $499,500
Walk in and say WOW! Great Northern Wisconsin Rustic Retreat flooded with 
natural light!!  MLS#1736152

FONTANA | $549,800
Nothing like this available ANYMORE! Won’t Last Long! Fabulous Geneva Lake 
views with this 4+ acre parcel situated high above Fontana. MLS#1704415

FONTANA | $149,900
Harbor View Double Queen makes for a great investment 
as well as resort getaway for the family! MLS#1735163

FONTANA | $99,500
This Double Queen unit on the 1st floor of The Abbey 
Resort offers pool views. MLS#1733344

FONTANA | $215,000
Enjoy this Abbey Condotel Upper King Suite with resort Views and 2 sofa sleepers! 
Available adjoining Double Queen Unit - MLS#1709718  MLS#1707700

FONTANA | $110,000
This double queen unit on the 2nd floor of the Abbey offers 
resort views and adjoining King Suite.   MLS#1709718

FONTANA | $94,500
A great income opportunity or weekend getaway w/this 
1st floor double Queen unit in The Abbey. MLS#1730319 

WALWORTH | $169,000
Starter home, Investment property or Weekend 
getaway, take your pick.         MLS#1722991

FONTANA | $108,000
This pool view King unit on the 1st floor at the Abbey 
Resort offers amenities abound.         MLS#1733319

OVER $400 MILLION  IN SALES HOMESINLAKEGENEVA.COM



56   n   atthelakemagazine.com

HOME DECOR, GIFTS  
AND ACCESSORIES

@summermadelg

239 Cook St.  
Lake Geneva, WI 

 
shopsummermade.com

 262.203.5531

LAKE GENEVA WINDOW & DOOR

202 N. ELKHORN RD. WILLIAMS BAY, WI 53191
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262-245-5597 LAKEGENEVAWINDOWANDDOOR.COM

2000 she visited the archives to learn 
about the history of the Illinois and 
Wisconsin campuses. As a lifelong 
fan of summer music venues such as 
Ravinia in Highland Park, Illinois, The 
Lake Superior Big Top Chautauqua in 
Bayfield, Wisconsin, and Tanglewood in 
Lennox, Massachusetts, she was thrilled 
to read about the history of Music by 
the Lake and began thinking about a 
revival.

“I love the arts. I truly understand the 
arts as a source of spiritual sustenance. 
As a new president, I saw reclaiming our 
past as important to both the Williams 
Bay and Aurora campuses,” according 
to Sherrick. “We were about to embark 
upon a new chapter in our institutional 
story, so it seemed particularly important 
to celebrate prior achievements and to 
draw inspiration from this heritage.”

World-class music began to resonate 
from the lakeshore once again in 2001, 
with the first performance featuring 
Grammy award-winning soprano Sylvia 
McNair. That season marked the first 
in a pavilion tent gifted from the Allyn 
Foundation that was erected on the 
former site of Lewis Auditorium, where 
Music by the Lake had previously held 
performances. 

The Allyn Pavilion showcased artists until 
2008, when the festival’s new, permanent 
venue, the Ferro Pavilion, was dedicated 
following a leadership gift from the Ferro 
Family Foundation and contributions 
from more than 130 individuals and 
groups. The open-air setting offers 
concertgoers an up-close experience with 
a backdrop of Geneva Lake.

Average attendance reached more than 
6,500 by the fifth season of the revival, and 
that number has continued to rise steadily, 
topping 7,044 concertgoers in 2019.

Since its revival, Music by the Lake 

In 2001, a pavilion tent gifted by the 
Allyn Foundation was erected.
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Public ticket sales begin June 22 at musicbythelake.com or call 262-245-8501.

MMuussiicc  bbyy  tthhee  LLaakkee is presented by George Williams College of Aurora University on its Geneva Lake campus,  

just seven miles from downtown Lake Geneva in Williams Bay, Wisconsin.

Sunday, July 25  |  4 p.m.

STRAIGHT NO CHASER

This all-male vocal phenomenon 
reinvents the idea of a cappella on 
the modern pop landscape, making 
extraordinary music that is moving 
people in a fundamental sense … and 
with a sense of humor.

Sunday, August 8  |  4 p.m.

CHICAGO
PHILHARMONIC

Called “one of the country’s finest 
symphonic orchestras” by the 
Chicago Tribune, the celebrated 
Chicago Philharmonic is comprised 
of the highest-level classical musicians 
performing in the Chicago area.

Sunday, August 29  |  4 p.m.

THE BACON BROTHERS

Award-winning actor Kevin Bacon
and brother, Emmy-winning composer
Michael Bacon, have made music for
more than 20 years, resulting in eight
albums spanning rock, soul, folk, and
Americana, and tours across the U.S.
as well as overseas.

Sunday, September 26  |  4 p.m.

SUSAN MARIE 
FRONTCZAK
“Erma Bombeck – By Your Side”

Storyteller Frontczak celebrates one 
of the 20th century’s most prolific 
writers and humorists in this one-
woman presentation.

Sunday, August 22  |  4 p.m.

RONAN TYNAN,
IRISH TENOR

Member of the famed group The Irish 
Tenors, the singer is known for his 
versatile repertoire, including operatic, 
oratorio, and popular music genres, 
earning his albums platinum status.

Sunday, September 12  |  4 p.m.

LAKE GENEVA
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Experience an afternoon of 
orchestral melodies, performed 
by talented musicians, under the 
leadership of Music Director
David Anderson.

S U N D AY S  AT  4  E V E N T S
Events in the Sundays at 4 series are free, 
but registration is required.

M U S I C  B Y  T H E  L A K E  E V E N T S

Artists and dates are subject to change.
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WILLIAM NELSON ART

PAINTINGS & PRINTS AVAILABLE AT THE CORNERSTONE SHOP & GALLERY  
MEET & GREET ON JULY 3, 2021 FROM NOON TO 3 P.M. 

214 BROAD STREET  l  LAKE GENEVA  •  262.248.6988  •  CORNERSTONESHOPPE.COM

William Nelson • 847-394-8325 • williamnelsonart@gmail.com • commissions accepted

has welcomed performances from 
a mix of local and national artists 
spanning various genres, including big 
band, classical, musical theater, classic 
rock and family shows. Recent years 
have featured appearances by Kenny 
Loggins, Peter Frampton, Cheap Trick, 
the Beach Boys, Michael Bolton, the 
Duke Ellington Orchestra, the Chicago 
Philharmonic and more.

Opera was first offered in 2002 with a 
young artist performance of Puccini’s 

“La Boheme.” Sherrick initially intended 
to create a summer learning destination 
akin to Chautauqua and offered a 
workshop setting for several years. 

Then the program evolved. “Over time, 
it became clear that local audiences were 
more interested in popular entertainment 
during the summer months,” she says. 
“Our program focus today is lighter.” 

Aurora University still offers a free 
series called Sundays at 4 during the 
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Private Event Space | Catering
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262.245.9077 | greengrocergenevalake.com

23 W. Geneva Street, Williams Bay, WI 53191

Creating Experiences Since 2005

734 W Main St.
Lake Geneva, WI 53147

262-248-2444

18 W Geneva St.
Williams Bay, WI 53191

262-245-2444

Cut & Style, Color • Nail Services • Massage
Facials • Body Treatments • Make-up

Elos Laser Hair Removal • Elos Sublative

clearwatersalonspa.com

academic year, which Sherrick says 
fulfills larger educational purposes.

“Music has the potential to elevate and 
unite,” she says. “I can’t imagine more 
important purposes these days. We should 
try always to focus our eyes on something 
higher and to celebrate those experiences 
and values shared in common.”

20 YEARS:  
TRANSITIONING ON THE FLY
A lot of uncertainty surrounded the 
Music by the Lake festival in 2020 
before organizers called off the anniversary 
celebration with eyes on ensuring the 
safety of alumni, community members, 
volunteers and performers.

Sarah Russe, vice president for communi-
ty relations at Aurora University, says the 
decision wasn’t easy, and neither was tran-
sitioning to 2021. 

Sherrick says she tried to find ways to work 
in a single concert “in a responsible way” 
in 2020, but officials eventually settled 
on delivering Music by the Lake picnic 
baskets over Fourth of July weekend 

to thank donors who have contributed 
throughout the years. 

“As the pandemic unfolded, we just knew it 
wasn’t going to be safe for artists, guests and 
volunteers, and we put that into forward 
thinking and decided to move on to this 
summer,” says Russe.

Though some unknowns lingered regarding 
whether a 2021 season would be feasible, 
Russe, Sherrick and other university 
officials who make up an unofficial Music 
by the Lake committee pushed back the 
festival’s usual start date and will hold four 
performances at the Ferro Pavilion this year.

All performers who committed to take 
part in the 2020 festival agreed to return 
in 2021, but since this season will be 
condensed, some will instead be slotted 
into the 2022 lineup.

Booking talent takes some strategy, 
according to Russe. She typically attends 
an annual conference in New York, 
allowing her to work on-site with agents 
for more well-known names. However, if 
an act is booked somewhere within a 60- 
to 90-mile radius of the university, such 
as Ravinia or Milwaukee’s Summerfest, 
they wouldn’t normally sign on for a 
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Music by the Lake show due to venue 
restrictions.

Russe credits the agents she worked with 
to make the 2021 season possible, noting 
the entertainment industry as a whole 
took a hit during the pandemic, with 
some agencies not surviving and others 
merging to stay afloat.

She talked to many different people and 
even looked at new artists for 2021 who she 
says likely will be booked for next season.

For now, there are no formal plans to 
mark the 20th anniversary, according to 
Russe. “We’re just celebrating the fact 
that we’re going to be together again 
finally,” she says.

Changes made due to the pandemic 
resulted in at least one trend that may 
be for the better when it comes to Music 
by the Lake. This spring, the university 
offered several virtual events, inviting 
the Music by the Lake and Sundays at 4 
audiences to participate from home.

Music by the Lake staff decided to 
livestream popular performances from 
the past for an additional cost, according 
to Russe, but the performances were not 
available on-demand afterward.

“With the pandemic, a lot of performers 
and venues are allowing that now,” 
she says. “We saw there were so many 
people who were thankful to have that 
experience.”

YEAR 21 AND BEYOND
This year, most of the familiar traditions 
return to Music by the Lake. Friends 
and families will still be able to enjoy 
picnics on the lawn, ice cream will be 
served from the College Inn as usual, 
and beer and wine will be sold for 
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2012 - 2020

2020

BEST OF

Geneva Lake

people with a ticket to the 
pavilion or terrace, but due 

to COVID-19 restrictions, food 
likely will not be sold on-site this 

season, according to Russe.

Since all performances will take 
place Sunday afternoons, she says 
about 500 to 1,000 people for each is 
a reasonable expectation to maintain 
proper social distancing requirements at 
the venue, which can comfortably hold  
about 2,000 people.

Of course, these events wouldn’t 
be possible without the numerous 
volunteers who dedicate their time 
driving buses to and from the remote 
parking lots at Williams Bay High 
School,  driving golf carts for people 
with disabilities, handing out programs 
or helping with seating.

“We have really valued the volunteers 
who keep coming back year after year,” 
says Russe, adding a lot of them support 
the Sundays at 4 series and attend events 
during the academic year.

Generous donors and community 
volunteers make the festival possible, 
Sherrick says, but all financial and operating 
responsibilities fall to the university. “At 
some point, I will retire and enjoy watching 
my successor build upon this tradition or 
create something new,” she says. “A great 
deal will depend upon ongoing support 
from the lake community.”

Sherrick says someone asked her years ago 
why Music by the Lake is so important, 
and she “laughingly” said such a program 
is what separates the Lake Geneva 
community from other communities. 

“Music, friendship, moonlight by the 
lake. It’s all magical to me.” 
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Making a

K I
From the 1940s to the 
1960s, two water ski 
show clubs performed 
tricks and thrills on the 
waters of Geneva Lake
BY ANNE MORRISSY

Last fall, people throughout the Upper Midwest were stunned 
to learn that after nearly 70 years of entertaining crowds in the 

Wisconsin Dells area, the Tommy Bartlett Water Ski Show 
would close permanently, the latest victim of the COVID-19 

pandemic. Water skiing is a longstanding and popular 

SplashSplash
Making a
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summer sport throughout Wisconsin, 
partly due to the exposure it received 
from the impressive feats of daring and 
complicated choreography on display 
in the massively popular Tommy 
Bartlett show. 

Thankfully, closer to home, three 
water ski show teams still practice 
and compete in the lakes area —  
the Brown’s Lake Aquaducks, the 
Southern Wakes United Water Ski 
Show and the Twin Lakes Aquanuts. 
But many people don’t remember that 
Geneva Lake itself once served as the 
home of two water ski show teams, 
and from the 1940s into the 1960s, 
their practices and performances were 
a highlight for visitors and locals alike.

THE 1940S AND 1950S:  
THE AQUA CLUB
By the late 1940s, with the invention 
of faster speedboats and better 
equipment, water skiing began to 
rapidly gain popularity in the Lake 
Geneva area, especially among 
teenagers and young adults. On 
Thursday, June 19, 1947, a column 
in the local paper declared, “As water-
ski designs improve, and as riders and 
drivers learn more of the technique, 
this sport is becoming less difficult to 
master... Consequently, waterskiing is 
spurting in popularity.” 

At the end of the 1948 summer season, 
HC “Pat” Paterson, then the director of 
the Water Safety Patrol, saw the rising 
number of water skiers as a potential 
safety hazard on busy Geneva Lake. 
Taking stock of the situation, Paterson 
decided it would be advantageous to 
form a group to “promote safety, skill 
and good fellowship among Lake 
Geneva’s water skiers.” He called it 
the Aqua Club. Paterson’s club turned 
out to be a very popular idea — by 
July 1949, the Aqua Club boasted 60 
members.

The club met on Friday afternoons, 
rotating between group members’ 
private piers to practice everything 
from ski jumping to water ballet acts. 
Around 30 members of the group 
debuted their talents for the first time 
during the 1949 summer season when 
they staged an elaborate water ski 
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Lake Geneva’s Venetian Festival featured a water ski show each year in 
Geneva Bay. In this photo from the Aug. 31, 1950 Lake Geneva Regional 
News, Chris Borg Abelmann of Lake Geneva performs a jump in the ski 
show. In the photo on the previous page, from the same newspaper edition, 
Abelmann is shown speeding backwards up a high jump.   

The photo at top of the previous page is from the July 16, 1953 edition of the 
Lake Geneva Regional News and features unidentified “aquatic acrobats” 
from the Lake Geneva Aqua Club practicing for that year’s Venetian Festival.
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NEW & USED BOAT SALES
BOAT CLUB & RENTALS
262-745-2761
www.BoatHouseH2o.com

BOAT HOUSE BAR & GRILL
RESTAURANT & RECEPTIONS

262-812-4126
www.TheBoatHouseLakeGeneva.com

LAKE GENEVA

N2062 SOUTH LAKESHORE DR  |  LAKE GENEVA, WI 53147

show as part of that year’s Venetian 
Festival. “Definitely the most novel 
feature of the entire Venetian Festival 
this year was the water ski pageant…” 
enthused the Lake Geneva Regional 
News. “Thrilling ski jumps, fancy 
acrobatic stunts and clown acts — all 
atop the waves — were maneuvered to 
the delight of the spectators.” 

Future Majestic Ski Hill owner Bill 
Grunow, Jr., served as one of the star 
jumpers for the performance, alongside 
Chris Borg Abelmann, a Lake Geneva 
summer resident and “internationally 
known water skier” (according to the 
Janesville Gazette). In addition to the 
ski jumping, slalom skiing and clown 
performances, a mock wedding on 
skis was a highlight of the Venetian 
Festival performance, complete with a 
bride, groom, minister, flower girl and 
ring bearer — all on water skis.

Over the next several summers, water 
skiing only grew more popular on 
the lake. The Aqua Club continued 
to attract members, and the group 
performed annually as part of Lake 

This photo captioned "Big Top Antics" appeared in the August 7, 
1952 Lake Geneva Regional News to promote the Lake Geneva 	
Aqua Club’s ski show during the city’s annual Venetian Festival.
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251 Host Dr. Lake Geneva, WI 53147  |  streblowcustomboats.com  |  262.728.6898

Call us today to custom build your own Streblow or test 
drive one of these pre-owned boats for sale. We’re also 
here for your restoration and storage needs!

Building Memories...

...Since 1950!

At Streblow, our handmade custom wooden boats create  
multi-generational experiences for the whole family. We have crafted 

Streblows to last for a lifetime of happiness on the water. Since 1950, our 
craftsmen have used a timeless design and the finest materials to build 

Streblow boats. Our custom-building technique sets Streblow apart 
from any other watercraft. The flawless mahogany exterior is sure to 

turn heads, along with the throaty roar of the engine. Sit back and relax! 
Enjoy our superior craftsmanship as you glide through the water.
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Geneva’s Venetian Fest activities throughout the early 1950s. 
Their performances over five summers included ski jumping, 
pyramid acts, over-and-under acts, skiers riding on each 
other’s shoulders and 360-degree turns on skis, as well as 
slalom exhibitions, water ballets, aquaplaning, disc riding and 
clown acts. However, by 1953, the club’s relationship with 
Paterson, its founder, had soured. That year, Paterson became 
so concerned about the rise in safety violations on the lake due 
to water skiing that he proposed banning the sport altogether. 
(His suggestion was never implemented.) He retired as director 
of the Water Safety Patrol and left the area shortly afterward. 
The Aqua Club dissolved after the 1953 summer season.

THE 1960S: THE GENEVA LAKE JUMPERS
A few years later in 1960, Tom Whowell was a junior at Wabash 
College in Indiana. Whowell had grown up in Fontana, where his 
father, Gordy, ran a popular boat rental business, which included 
water ski rentals and lessons. Thanks to growing up around the 
family business, Tom Whowell was an experienced water skier by 
the time he went to college. That summer, he brought two of his 
college buddies (and fellow water ski enthusiasts) home with him 
to help out at Gordy’s, and together, they devised a plan to bring 
ski jumping back to the lake. 

“Gary [Jouris] and Jim [Hampsher] kept talking about building 
a jump,” Whowell explains. “So we built the ski jump between 
building 1 and 2 right here on the lakefront at Gordy’s. Poor 
Gordy complained every inch of the way. He couldn’t get 
anybody to work because we were all building this ski jump!” 

 Poor Gordy 
complained every 

inch of the way. 
He couldn t get 

anybody to work 
because we were 
all building this 

ski jump!"
 

– Tom Whowell, the first president of 
the Geneva Lake Jumpers
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Whowell chuckles at the 
memory. The wooden 
jump could be adjusted 
from four to six feet high 
and could be towed to 
different locations around 
the lake.

As soon as the jump was 
built, they started recruiting 
people to join a new club 
they called the Geneva Lake 
Jumpers. Whowell served 
as the first president. Joel 
Bikowski, an early joiner, 
estimates they had around 
20 members during their first 
summer; they often used the 
pier at Gordy's as a meeting 
place for their informal morning 
practices. “It seemed like I woke 
up in the morning and I was more 
or less in the boat until I went to 
bed,” Bikowski remembers. “It was 
swimming, skiing, boating ... every 
day.” 

By the end of summer 1960, the 
Geneva Lake Jumpers felt ready to 
perform some of their tricks in front of 
the Fontana Beach. “We all got to the 
point where we were good enough to 
have a show,” Whowell remembers. The 
hour-long show included ski jumping, 
a six-person pyramid, a clown act and a 
water ballet, among other tricks. 

Patty (Tannehill) Buchholtz and Sally 
(Bartels) Jouris were two of the performers 
and remember the first show as a huge 
thrill. “There were five of us in the water 
ballet,” Buchholtz remembers. 

“We’d start up on two skis and then we 
reached out and took one of the skis off and 
put our foot in the ski rope to do the ballet 
moves,” Jouris adds. “We really had to practice. 
For the six-person pyramid, there were four of 
us on the bottom, two on the next level and 
one on top. When you’re practicing, you have 
to fall down a lot before you get it right.” She 
and Buchholtz laugh. “It’s not so bad if you’re 
the base, except that those girls have to crawl up 
on your thighs to get up to the next level. I don’t 
know how they did it.”

The next summer, the Geneva Lake Jumpers 
expanded to 40 members, and reprised their show 
in front of the Fontana Beach. Bill Williamson was Clips taken from a video of the 

Geneva Lake Jumpers ski shows 
in the 1960s.
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Participating in the 
Geneva Lake Jumpers 
instilled a lifelong 

love of water skiing in 
every member.
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15 years old that summer, and lived for the time spent 
practicing with the Geneva Lake Jumpers. “The shows that 
we had were really neat; we had the most talented people,” 
he remembers. “And then, at the very end of the show, we’d 
take Gordy’s ski boats; get them up to planing speed, and 
then right in front of the beach, we’d all slam it in reverse 
and the bows would go down, and we’d do it simultaneously 
like we were taking a bow and the people on the beach 
would cheer.”

Whowell says some of the Geneva Lake Jumpers also began 
training to compete in a handful of water ski tournaments 
around the upper Midwest, even setting up a slalom course 
on the calmer waters of Lake Como to practice. “When 
you’re into that sport, there is probably a tournament every 
week somewhere,” he explains. “There’s recognition involved 
and trophies. We went to a few of those tournaments and 
had varying degrees of success. I think it was eye-opening 
for us, to see how good some of the competition was.”

ALL GOOD THINGS MUST COME TO AN END
In the summer of 1962, the Geneva Lake Jumpers added a 
performance at that year’s Venetian Festival, delighting the 
crowd with everything from trick skiing and ski jumping to 
a clown act and another attempt at a water ballet, though 
Buchholtz and Jouris say the water was too rough that night to 

do much of the choreography. “It turned out to be hard, not 
only to ski in that heavy water but hard to tow the big jump 
all the way down [to Lake Geneva],” Whowell remembers. 
The Venetian Fest show turned out to be the last big show the 
Geneva Lake Jumpers performed. 

After three summers of heavy use, the ski jump was beginning 
to break down. Plans to build a new one fell through and 
several of the club’s founders were new college graduates with 
more responsibilities. Lacking organizational leadership and 
a ski jump, the Geneva Lake Jumpers disbanded. However, 
the legacy of the club lives on. Jouris met her husband Gary 
in the Geneva Lake Jumpers, and several of the club members 
remain friends to this day. Some of the alums still proudly 
sport their custom Geneva Lake Jumpers’ jackets. Candie 
(Davis) Feurstein even hand-embroidered hers. 

Above all, participating in the Geneva Lake Jumpers 
instilled a lifelong love of water skiing in every member. 
In fact, Buchholtz says she only gave up water skiing a 
few years ago. Two Geneva Lake Jumpers reunions have 
brought alums back to Gordy’s to reminisce and relive the 
excitement and the memories. Looking back on his time 
with the Geneva Lake Jumpers, Williamson echoes the 
feelings of many of the alums, summing it up simply: “It 
was just so much fun.” 
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Some of the members of the Geneva Lake Jumpers gathered at the lakefront in Fontana last summer. From left: Joel Bikowski; 
Patty (Tannehill) Buchholtz; Sally (Bartels) Jouris; Candie (Davis) Feurstein; and Tom Whowell.
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Lake Breeze

BY SHARON ANNEN AND BARB KRAUSE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHANNA WOLF

VODKA:

Readers, we are back again, 
serving up creative drink ideas for 
the season. The recipes featured 
here were crafted with spirits 
from our three local distilleries: 
AeppelTreow Winery & Distillery, 
Rush Creek Distilling and Studio 
Winery + Geneva Lake Distilling. 
You’ll want to plan a visit to each 
of them, so check out page 84 for 
all the details.

Cocktail recipes featuring locally-produced spirits

There are several local vodkas to choose from: Rush 
Creek and Studio Winery each craft their own. 
And technically, Leap Vodka and Tito’s have local 
ties as well (more on that later).

We went against our better judgment and opted 
for a recipe using Blue Curaçao, to create that 
summery-resort-type blue drink. To our surprise 
it received high marks from our testing team. For 
the Lake Breeze, combine 1 ounce each of vodka, 
Blue Curaçao and simple syrup, plus a 1/2 ounce 
of lemon juice. Squeeze a little orange or add a 
slice for garnish. (For simple syrup, combine 1 cup 
sugar with 1 cup water, bring to boil, then remove 
from heat, cover and let cool.

Easy Breezy



78   n   atthelakemagazine.com78   n   atthelakemagazine.com

Bee’s Knees
GIN:

We were excited about gin because each of the three 
distilleries offer one. Studio Winery’s Genever Style Gin is 
more of a cross between a gin and a whiskey, so that will 
give you a slightly different taste. 

Our version of a Bee’s Knees combines 2 ounces of gin 
with 3/4 ounce of lemon juice and 3/4 ounce of honey simple 
syrup. For the honey simple syrup, stir together 1/2 cup 
honey with 1/2 cup water, warm it on the stove (no boiling!), 
and then let cool.
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Open 7 days a week at 9 am (curbside pickup available)

Come visit us!
Allocated Liquors and Wines 

Assorted Cheeses 
Special Orders • Helpful Staff

LOCATED just minutes from The Abbey Resort! (1.8 mi)  

690 E Kenosha St., Walworth • 262.394.5600 • wine@walworthcellars.net

Established in 2009

LAKE GENEVA COUNTRY MEATS
Brats and Beef Sticks

TIMELESS HOME FURNISHINGS, VINTAGE AND GIFTS
158 Fontana Blvd.  §  Fontana, WI  §  262-394-5088  §  www.Fontana-Home.com
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Lazy 
Cloud 
Lodge

Boutique Hotel and Wedding Venue

Voted as #1 Couples Getaway in Lake Geneva Area

Hosting Small Weddings for over 20 years!

Romantic Wedding Venue with up to 25 guests

Wedding Packages from the simple to extravagant

Budget Minded Options for the perfect day

Two Unique Properties in Lake Geneva & Fontana

Updated Rooms with Rustic Decor  
& Modern Amenities: Fireplace Suites,  

Whirlpool tub, Fridge, Microwave, Keurig,  
Free Wi-Fi, Complimentary Breakfast

W4033 WI-50, Lake Geneva   |   262.275.3322   |   lazycloud.com
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Whiskey Mojito
WHISKEY:

All three distilleries have whiskey; Rush Creek’s varieties 
include wheat and rye bourbons (we tried the American 
Gold). First, lightly muddle 5 mint leaves (farmer’s market 
anyone?), 1 ounce of honey simple syrup and the juice from 
1/2 of a lime in each glass. Fill with ice, pour in 11/2 ounces 
of whiskey and top with ginger ale.
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Chocolate Martini
BRANDY:

Both Studio Winery and AeppelTreow produce brandy (AeppelTreow has peach and 
apple varieties). 

We know we featured a chocolate martini in the winter issue, but we had to share this 
version, too. Combine 1 ounce each of brandy and an Irish cream liquor (such as Bailey’s), 
then add 1/2 ounce of Kahlua and 1/2 ounce of butterscotch schnapps. We topped ours with 
chocolate shavings, which was surprisingly easy to do (chocolate bar plus cheese grater).
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Proud Supporters Of 

#1714148 – DELAVAN:  Build the home of your 
dreams on this gorgeous, corner lot across the 
street from new million dollar lakefront homes 
with partial lake views of Delavan Lake. Select 
your Shodeen Homes floor plan and elevations.  

$530,000 Shari Rauland Mohr 262-745-2956 

#1648555 - TWIN LAKES: This spacious, lakefront 
home in move in condition beckons one to enjoy 
life on 60' level lakefront on gorgeous Lake   
Elizabeth. 3+ bedroom ranch includes numerous 
amenities, design features & upgrades.  

Connie Poggensee 262-215-7644 

 The Rauland Agency, Inc. -REALTORS® 
www.raulandagency.com   262-275-2185 

#1700870 – FONTANA:  An Understatement to 
say this is a Rare Find within the Village of    
Fontana. Large Chalet Style Home on 2.67 
Wooded Acres. Open Concept Main Level w/ a          
Beautifully Updated Kitchen, Dining Area, & 
Great Rm.  $748,500 Harry Mohr 262-745-2953 

SOLD 

#1671868 – HIGHFIELD GLEN –                         
WALWORTH:   Don't miss this opportunity to 
build your dream home on this 4.08 AC home-
site. Highfield Glen offers a pond & walking 
trails. Near Geneva Lakes area & the IL/WI 
border.  $112,990 Bob Rauland 262-949-5494 

#1712344 – LAUDERDALE LAKE:  Remodeled 
home inside & out w/ this 3 BR, 2 BA home w/ 
a boat slip in Cool Hill Park Assoc. Floors, paint, 
kitchen, bathrooms, laundry rm, trim, front 
porch.... you name it this family probably redid 
it.  $459,000 Connie Poggensee 262-215-7644 

WilliamsBayHome.com 
#1723363 – WILLIAMS BAY:  This 4 BR, 2.5 
bath Contemporary, Prairie-Style 2-Story home 
w/ 3 car garage is everything you've been 
dreaming of! Entertain & relax on the patio 
and in the big back yard lined by spruce trees.   

$435,000 Shari Rauland Mohr 262-745-2956 

401 Sheridan Springs Road, Lake Geneva . www.StudioWinery.com . 262-348-9100401 Sheridan Springs Road, Lake Geneva . www.StudioWinery.com . 262-348-9100

and Brandy, Whiskey,
Moonshine, Vodka, 

Genever, Wine,  
& Coming in June, 

Bourbon!

and Brandy, Whiskey,
Moonshine, Vodka, 

Genever, Wine,  
& Coming in June, 

Bourbon!
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Seek the creek 
wherever craft 
spirits are sold 
or served.

Indulge your passion for the unexpected. It takes a spirit of adventure  
to fully appreciate The Adventurous Spirit. Spread the word. Around  
the city. Or down at your favorite watering hole.  Step Outside.

Just a short country drive 
from Lake Geneva.

Rush Creek Distilling 
Harvard, IL | rushcreekdistilling.com
Craft vodka (also jalapeño and vanilla 
infused), botanical and barrel rested gins, 
whiskeys (many varieties) and Malabar
Rush Creek was started by four local guys 
in 2017 with a passion to make the finest 
craft spirits. The distillery tour is not to be 
missed, along with some merch browsing 
in their gift shop. And if you have more 
time, we love their tasting room, with huge 
screened-in windows letting in the fresh air, 
plus an outdoor patio for warmer days.

Studio Winery + Geneva Lake Distilling, 
Lake Geneva | studiowinery.com
Genever Style Gin, vodka, brandy, moon-
shine, whiskey, rum (and wine!)
The tasting room at Studio is a great space 
for sipping and listening to live music 
on weekends. Studio offers signature 
Old Fashioneds made with most of their 
spirits, including the Genever Style Gin, a 
cross between gin and whiskey, and a very 
creative drink menu for their other spirits, 
plus more than a dozen wine varietals, all 
crafted on-site.

AeppelTreow Winery & Distillery
Burlington | appletrue.com
Wisconsin Peach Brandy, Wisconsin Apple 
Brandy, Kettle Geneva Gin, Brown Dog 
Whiskey
AeppelTreow uses local crops to make draft 
hard ciders, wines and spirits. It’s located 
on the grounds of Brightonwoods Orchard, 
offering more than 150 varieties of apples 
in the fall (not a pick-your-own orchard,  
however). The winery and distillery is 
open Saturdays and Sundays, May through 
December (and 6 days a week in September 
and October).

Leap Vodka
leapspirits.com
Released in January, Leap is owned by local 
residents Steve Schulz and Chris Welch, 
along with Jason Quenzer and of course, 
former Green Bay Packer LeRoy Butler.

Tito’s Handmade Vodka
titosvodka.com
Although Tito’s Handmade Vodka is a 
Texas brand, they recently sponsored Lake 
Geneva’s Restaurant Week, donating $9,000 
in total to the local participating charities. 

The Players



Memories for a Lifetime!
Our family has been a part of the Lake Geneva community for almost 100 years. Come see why 

generation after generation we have been called to the shores of Geneva Lake year after year.  
 

CONTACT ME, WHETHER YOU ARE BUYING OR SELLING, 
AS OUR TEAM CAN HELP YOU MAKE YOUR DREAMS A REALITY!

Senior Broker, ABR, ASP

Office: 262.348.0200 
Mobile: 773.968.4550

brandie@atproperties.com
BRANDIE HAS BEEN A FREQUENT CONTRIBUTOR ON:

LAKE GENEVA  •   NORTH SHORE  •   CHICAGO



L A K E  G E N E V A



Explore your Possibilities...

Creating Spaces
Inside & Out

BRICK & MORTAR HOME AND OUTDOOR
222 Center St • Lake Geneva, WI 53147

BRICK & MORTAR HOME
”The House”

222 Center St • Lake Geneva, WI 53147

brickandmortarhome.com
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A grand yet comfortable north shore home is the perfect backdrop for enjoying Geneva Lake  
STORY BY CANDICE WAGENER  |  PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHANNA WOLF, UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE

Lake Living
at Its Best

88   n   atthelakemagazine.com
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Lake living is a lifestyle. For most it evokes relaxation, where the beauty of your 
surroundings is the touchstone that sets the stage for all that follows. Geneva Lake, 
with its crystal-clear waters, has drawn generations of families and friends to rest and 
recharge, and of course, to entertain and play. 

Nestled along the north shore of the lake, at the end of a long, winding driveway, the 
Athans’ home greets visitors to lake living with every imaginable amenity. At 12,000 
square feet, the home is a showstopper to be sure, but the subtle mix of elaborate yet 
comfortable is felt throughout. Owners Dean and Eilena Athans worked with Tony 
Osnacz and Troy Wise and their team at South Shore Custom Homes; Jason Bernard 
of Lake Geneva Architects; and Scott Price and Kathleen Peacock of Toms Price 
Interiors to design and craft a home that was built with the purpose of entertaining 
and welcoming guests and enjoying life at the lake to its fullest. 

“We wanted the house to be a place for our son to have his friends spend time and 
enjoy the lake. We also enjoy having family and friends over,” says Dean Athans.

Like many things, however, the massive building project started as something 
completely different and that’s where the story gets interesting. For 20 years, the 
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Athans had lived in the home next door to their 
current property, which they had always admired. 
When they decided it was time for a home renovation, 
it necessitated a conversation with their neighbor 
about acquiring some of their property. The families 
ultimately decided to swap homes and properties, and 
as a result, a much more ambitious scope of work got 
underway. Over the course of 16 months, demolition 
of the existing home occurred and the new home was 
built. 

This spot on the north shore is clearly home to 
the Athans family, and now they’re fully settled on 
approximately four acres and 290 feet of lake frontage, 
with a beautiful new house to take it all in.

During construction, South Shore Custom Homes 
made sure to take into consideration environmental 
issues surrounding the size and position of the new 
home, which created a lot of exposed soil. They worked 
quickly to protect the exposed soil, “so we didn’t create 
any type of environmental risk to the lake we all live 
around and love so much,” says Wise. “We needed to 
make sure our storm water protection plans were very 
carefully maintained and adhered to,” he adds. 

ATTENTION TO DETAIL FROM  
THE MOMENT YOU ARRIVE
As you approach the grand entry of the home, you’ll 
notice a number of architectural details, beginning with a 
combination of white shingle-style siding and matching 
corbels plus fieldstone accents and arched windows that 
create a cottage-like feel. The home’s many complex roof 
lines culminate in just a slight eyebrow curve over the 
entryway that is finished with copper cladding to shield 
the weather. Welcoming gas lanterns illuminate your 
way to the magnificent front door. 



Home Furnishings & Interior DesignHome Furnishings & Interior Design
Paper Dolls Paper Dolls 

138 E. Geneva Square, Lake Geneva, WI 53147 • 262-248-6268 • paperdollsinteriors.com

We have the Largest Selection of  
Home Furnishings & Accessories in the Area

Interior Design Services – Custom Window Treatments, Blinds and Shades – Wallpaper
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Upon entering the home, the stunning 
view from the foyer takes your breath 
away. The visual appeal continues as you 
notice the intricate staircase with custom 
details on the banister and railings as 
well as decorative raised panels on the 
walls. The extraordinary amount of 
millwork throughout the house is one 
of the home’s most impressive features 
and it was all completed on-site by a 
team that South Shore commissions, 
according to Wise. 

The long hallways on either side of 
the foyer make the home feel light 
and airy, with sunshine pouring in 
from the abundance of windows. The  
10-inch wide, white oak plank flooring 
by Martin & Blum throughout the 
house brings warmth to every room.

Off the hallway to the left of the foyer is 
Athans’ office, a quiet space to retreat. 
The whole room has a distinctive 
masculine vibe, starting at the entryway 
marked by leaded glass doors. Dark 
wood surrounds the walls, and a sailing 
theme comes through in several art 
pieces depicting seaside moments, a 
large sailboat model on display above 
the fireplace and deep, sea blue accent 
pillows.
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CUSTOM WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

PLANTATION SHUTTERS
SHADES & BLINDS

MOTORIZATION
UPHOLSTERY

SCOT GRUNOW
262.903.9282

KIRSTEN LARSEN
262.203.1966

LAKEGENEVABLINDS.COM
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ENTERTAINING  
SPACE ABOUNDS
The spacious chef ’s kitchen 
provides the ideal spot 
for gathering, with yet 
more stunning views of 
the lake and easy access to 
the expansive back patio. 
Crisp white cabinets and 
contrasting countertops create 
a feeling of simple elegance. 
Plus Wolf, Sub-Zero and 
ASKO appliances ensure 
entertaining ease. Despite 
the spaciousness, Athans 
admits, “I actually wish 
I would have made it a 
little bigger. It seems no 

matter what the occasion, everyone still seems to 
congregate in the kitchen.”

Guests can easily move from the kitchen through 
the breezeway to the screened porch, a majestic 
spot with 20-foot vaulted ceilings and 540 square 
feet of space to unwind, mingle or put your feet 
up in front of the floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace. 
While it’s hard to settle on one favorite room, 
this porch is definitely on that list. “Certainly 
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1532 Fairway Ln., Elkhorn, WI 
Phone: (262) 723-7020 

tstepp@budgetblinds.com

www.budgetblinds.com

Enlightened Style Dual Shades

Serving our community since 1999 with 88 years of combined experience

...More Than Just A Nursery
Breezy Hill Nursery 

Landscape Design, Installation & Maintenance
Flowers ∙ Hanging Baskets ∙ Landscape Garden Plants 

Gifts & Home Decor ∙ Bulk Mulch & Stone
Salem & Menomonee Falls 

Landscape Design & Installation | Maintenance | Irrigation | Nursery | Garden Center

www.breezyhillnursery.com | 262-537-2111 | Find Us On:  



96   n   atthelakemagazine.com

Geneva Lakes’ 
premier supplier of 
landscape products.
• Brick Pavers
• Retaining Walls
• Natural Stone
• Mulch and Compost
• Fertilizers
• Much More!

Our knowledgeable customer service staff 
can help with your landscape project.

W363 Walworth St, Genoa City, WI 53128
Located 10 minutes south of Lake Geneva at Hwy 12 & County Rd H

262.279.6500 • www.high-prairie.com
Delivery Available

Photos courtesy of Unilock.
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C E L E B R AT I NG

Y E A R S

Only the Best

Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry  

Home theaters

Libraries

Office furnishings

Nautical Furniture

Custom Furniture  

Architectural Millwork

Church Furnishing

Design Services

Furniture Repair and Restoration

Wood Boat Restoration 

6035 State Road 50, Lake Geneva 

262.249.0576

langecustomwoodworking.com

39

See us on Houzz.com 
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the screened porch is a favorite 
spot on summer nights. It’s very 
relaxing,” says Athans.

When you step out onto 
the patio, you’ll note the 
spaciousness of the area and the 
multiple seating arrangements, 
which create an ideal setting 
for large parties and events. The 
infinity pool with Geneva Lake 

as a backdrop takes this entertaining space 
to the next level. 

Also stunning is a large, one-of-a-kind 
mosaic that hangs on a wall just outside 
the screened porch. Made locally by 
mother-daughter team Patricia and 
Samantha Strenger, the piece was 
meant to be a part of this home. As 
Athans recalls, the family wandered 
into Revive Studio in Lake Geneva and 
met the Strengers as they were working 
on the mosaic. “This was a year before 
we bought it,” he says. “Scott, my 
interior designer, has an assistant, 
Kathleen, who is the sister of the lady 
that created the mosaic. When we were 
getting ready to have a big party a 
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couple summers ago, Scott said he had this really cool piece of 
art in mind for us.”

And so the mosaic found its way to the Athans’ home. It is a beautiful 
depiction of Geneva Lake created using blue agate slices, hand-cut 
stained glass, mirror, several feet of stainless ball chain, glass beads, 
two carved wooden fish, lake stones and a shimmering star marking 
the Athans’ property. 

It’s not the first time that Athans has been drawn to something that 
would have a greater meaning and eventually find a place on the family’s 
property. A few years earlier on a trip to Minocqua, he spotted an old 
truck on the side of the road. It was a 1949 Ford F6, which turned out 
to be a former Lake Geneva Fire Department truck. Now it is a part of 
the vehicle collection in the Athans’ stately garage. “I’m a big car guy, 
so I spend a lot of time in the garage, tinkering around,” he explains.

SECOND STORY SANCTUARY 
Back inside the home, the soothing color palette of blues and grays 
found on the first floor is carried throughout the sleeping quarters 
upstairs. The master bedroom suite is a charmer with its arched, 
beadboard wrapped ceiling. Beneath it is a perfectly proportioned 
arched window sitting atop a set of French doors, which provide a 
panoramic view of the lake and an entry onto a private balcony. A 
fireplace, adorned with blue-glazed bricks surrounding the fire box 
highlights the fabric in an adjacent oversize chair and ottoman and 
the coordinating area rug and bedding. 

The most impressive feature, however, is the 1,200-square-foot 
master closet, complete with a mini coffee bar, two islands and retail-
sized shelving and storage. Originally slated to be a guest bedroom, 
the exceptionally large closet area is the ultimate indulgence, and 
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www.NicksUpholstery.com • www.Lidia-Design.com
543 Valley View Dr. Fontana, WI • 262.298.5800

NICK’S UPHOLSTERY & LIDIA DESIGN 
Custom Furniture Upholstery and Interior Design Services

HOME OF 
FONTANA C FROG

543 Valley View Dr., Fontana-On-Geneva Lake, WI 53125 • (262)394-5658

Follow Us on 
Social Media!

Exclusive Fontana  
Frog Souvenirs
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the master bath with marble throughout and a large 
soaking tub complete this one-of-a-kind master suite. 

“The switch of the guest bedroom with the current 
master closet was a huge change that gave them a really 
world-class master closet,” says Wise. “This afforded a 
better flow, a much more comfortable dressing space 
and it’s just cool.”

Down the hall, a bunk room is set up for multiple 
overnight guests with custom-made ironwork beds 
crafted locally. A bonus room above the garage is designed 
with ample space for friends to gather and is equipped 
with a bar area, popcorn machine and multiple TVs.

GOAL ACHIEVED: A FAMILY-FRIENDLY  
HOME FOR ALL TO ENJOY  
While the process of planning and building involved 
hiccups, as is to be expected, the overall sentiment from 
all parties involved was one of overwhelming satisfaction 
with the end result.

“Our builders were fantastic,” says Athans. “It was a great 
experience. Our goal was to enjoy the lake, and to keep our son at 
the house and have his friends at the house. It’s worked. During the 
summer months, there’s always kids sleeping over.”

Even the interior design planning process, which involved the 
Athanses meeting weekly for a year with Scott and Kathleen of 
Toms Price, is remembered positively. “Scott’s firm warehoused 
everything so that when move in day started, everything was ready 
— it was a great experience,” says Athans.

“This is an extraordinary house,” adds Wise. “They’re an 
extraordinary family. It sounds like hyperbole to say that, but it’s 
not. The house is grand without being ostentatious, somehow still 
cozy even though it’s huge. It’s a great entertaining house.”

The Athans family has certainly created an elegant yet intimate 
home on Geneva Lake’s shores, with various spaces to unwind as 
well as to gather and entertain — a home that truly represents lake 
living at its best. 
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We are now located in the old 
McCullough's building at  

547 Kenosha St. Walworth, WI.

We look forward to you visiting our new 
and expanded space offering more of  

the following items.

thecashmerecompass.com 
thecashmerecompass@gmail.com 

262.394.5858

Looking to Sell or Buy?
Let realtors Ruta and Carla help you get the most  

for your property or help you find the perfect one!

Knowledgeable, trustworthy, reliable.

With 30+ years of experience, we are the team for you!
Call us for a free market analysis today!

Ladies Apparel
Ladies Shoes

Jewelry
Peepers Eyeglasses

Novelty Items

Furniture
Home Decor

Voluspa Candles
Gifts

We've Moved!

CARLA TANNER
carlatanner@atproperties.com

262.903.1450

RUTA SYVERSON
rsyverson@atproperties.com

262.949.2820



Synthetics•Cedar•Asphalt•Metal•Restoration
License #104-003386

•               •        •      
Cedar Rooong Company, LLC
www.CedarRooongCompany.com
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Whether it is your permanent residence or your lakeside getaway, our goal is to create a  
compelling space, that no matter where life takes you, home is always your favorite place to be…

theresahanseninteriors.com | theresa@theresahanseninteriors.com | 815-942-5486 | Fontana, WI |

New Build | Home Remodel | Kitchen | Bathroom | Basement | Custom Cabinetry | Custom Window Treatments | Custom Furniture

THERESA HANSEN INTERIORS
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Picking your own berries is  
a summertime tradition that  

yields sweet results 
STORY AND PHOTOS BY HOLLY LEITNER

In the early days of summer, with temperatures on 
the rise, kids just out of school and the lake starting 
to get busy, there’s a small window of time — if you 
catch it just right — that’s bursting with one of 
the best flavors of the season. If you look carefully, 
you’ll see signs dotting the roadside advertising 
“Strawberries for Sale,” a sure indication you’ve 
discovered a true summertime treat. 

The pick-your-own-strawberry season can be 
notoriously short-lived. Usually the berries appear 
in early June and prime picking time is mid-June, 
which of course, is weather-dependent. These early 
producing plants are June-bearing strawberries. 
They grow in the cooler weather, when the days are 
shorter, producing strawberries that are bright red 
and bursting with sweet flavor. These berries make 
for excellent preserves, or can be used in a variety 
of recipes, including the selection on the following 
pages, or simply a refreshing snack.

Strawberry

Season
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Thompson Strawberry Farm 
14000 75th St., Bristol, WI 
thompsonstrawberryfarm.com

Blue Clay Berry Farm 
5154 State Hwy. 50, Delavan, WI 
blueclayberryfarm.com

Apple Barn Orchard & Winery 
W6384 Sugar Creek Rd., Elkhorn, WI 
applebarnorchardandwinery.com

Cody's Farm & Orchard 
19502 River Rd., Marengo, IL 
codysfarm.com

Heider’s Berry Farm 
1106 N. Queen Anne Rd., Woodstock, IL 
heidersberryfarm.com

Check out this list of farms to plan a day and begin your own strawberry picking tradition. Each location’s 
website will provide up-to-date information regarding when strawberries are ripe and ready to pick.

Places to Pick Your Own Berries
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Ingredients:
•	 1 cup finely diced strawberries
•	 1 Tbsp. chopped fresh mint 
•	 2 tsp. extra-virgin olive oil 
•	 Sea salt 
•	 10 toasted baguette slices
•	 1 cup ricotta cheese 
•	 Balsamic vinegar (preferably one that 

is thick and syrupy), for garnish

Directions: 
1.	In a small bowl, toss the strawberries, mint, olive oil and a 

pinch of sea salt. 
2.	Spread each slice of baguette with ricotta cheese. 
3.	Top with a spoonful of strawberry mixture.
4.	Drizzle with balsamic and sprinkle with more sea salt.
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STRAWBERRY RICOTTA BRUSCHETTA

STRAWBERRY-BASIL ICE CREAM

Ingredients:
•	 1 ½ cups whole milk
•	 1 (5-oz.) can evaporated milk
•	 1 (14-oz.) can sweetened condensed milk
•	 2 Tbsp. sugar
•	 ⅛ tsp. salt
•	 1 (16-oz.) container fresh strawberries, coarsely chopped
•	 2 ½ Tbsp. chopped fresh basil
•	 2 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice

Directions: 
1.	Whisk together first five ingredients. Cover and chill 2 hours.
2.	Meanwhile, pulse strawberries, basil and lemon juice in a 

food processor until finely chopped. 
3.	Stir strawberry mixture into chilled milk mixture.
4.	Pour milk mixture into freezer container of a 1-qt. electric 

ice-cream maker and freeze according to manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

5.	Remove container with ice cream from ice-cream maker and 
freeze another 30 minutes.

6.	Transfer mixture to an airtight container or a loaf pan 
covered tightly with aluminum foil; freeze 3 to 4 hours or 
until firm.
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mlarkin@keeferealestate.com
262.853.5576

lakegenevalakehomes.com

LINN: Nestled on wooded & private 1/2 acre off of prestigious Basswood Drive awaits your 
4BR/2BA home with views of Geneva Lake.

WILLIAMS BAY: Enjoy Cedar Point Park 
lake access with this open floor plan 3 
bedroom/2bath home with loads of updates!! 
Cedar Point Park offers 8 swim piers & parks.

LAKE GENEVA:  Charming 3 BR/3 ½ BA home 
w/ wrap around deck on a quiet tree-lined 
street. Spacious kitchen offers hardwood 
flooring, granite counters, and a pantry.

MLS#1714741 • $785,000 • 4 bed | 2 bath

MLS#1730791 • $550,000 • 3 bed | 2 bath MLS#1723740 • $450,000 • 3 bed | 3.5 bath

LAKE GENEVA:  Lot and home package with 
amazing lake views & prime location. Your lake life 
awaits you in the heart of Lake Geneva!

MLS#1724494 • $1,375,000 • 4 bed | 2.5 bath

STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE IN A JAR

Ingredients:
•	 1 quart fresh strawberries mixed  

with ¼ cup sugar
•	 1 box yellow cake mix, baked  

according to directions
•	 1, 8 oz. container whipped topping
•	 1 can vanilla frosting

Directions: 
1.	Crumble the yellow cake into large 

pieces. 
2.	Press a small amount of the crumbled 

cake mix into the bottom of 4 small 
canning jars. 

3.	In a small bowl, mix together the 
whipped topping and frosting; spoon a 
small amount on top of the cake layer. 

4.	Spoon a few strawberries on top of the 
frosting layer.

5.	Add another layer of cake, frosting and 
strawberries. 

6.	Top each jar with a lid and ring. 

Refrigerate up to 8 hours before serving.

E
njoy the Sw

eetness of the Season
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BERRIES WITH TEQUILA CREAM

Ingredients:
•	 1 ¼ pounds strawberries, chopped
•	 2 mini cucumbers (or 1/2 English 

cucumber), chopped
•	 3 Tbsp. red onion, chopped
•	 2 Tbsp. cilantro, chopped
•	 1 small jalapeño pepper, chopped 

(optional)
•	 1 Tbsp. fresh lime juice
•	 1 Tbsp. olive oil
•	 Salt and pepper to taste

Directions: 
1.	Chop the five fresh ingredients and 

combine in a bowl.
2.	Add the lime juice, olive oil, and salt 

and pepper and mix. 

Note: Change amount of ingredients to 
your taste.

Ingredients:
•	 ½ cup sugar
•	 8 egg yolks
•	 ½ cup tequila 
•	 1 cup heavy cream
•	 6-8 cups assorted fresh berries (strawberries, blueberries,  

blackberries or raspberries)
•	 Fresh mint sprigs for garnish

Directions: 
1.	Whisk together egg yolks and sugar in a 2-qt. heavy 

saucepan; whisk in tequila.
2.	Cook over medium-low heat, whisking constantly, 10 

to 15 minutes or until tequila mixture thickens and 
coats back of a spoon. (Be careful not to boil.)

3.	Place saucepan in a large bowl filled with ice. Let 
tequila mixture stand, stirring occasionally, until 
chilled, approximately 30 minutes.

4.	Beat 1 cup heavy cream at high speed with an electric 
mixer until soft peaks form. Fold whipped cream 
gently into chilled tequila mixture just until blended.

5.	Arrange assorted berries in 8 serving dishes; top with 
tequila cream. 

6.	Garnish, if desired, and serve immediately.

Note: To make ahead, cover and chill whipped cream 
and tequila mixture up to 24 hours.
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From One 
Generation 

A tradition of uniting returning cottagers and deserving kids at  
Norman B. Barr Camp reinforces a faith-based mission

BY LISA SCHMELZ

PHOTOS COURTESY NORMAN B. BARR CAMP, UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE
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hen Nancy Samuelson and her husband eloped in 1952, her 
parents took the news of their secret nuptials remarkably well. 

But her father did take her new husband aside for a brief tête-à-tête: 

“He said to him ‘You’ve got to promise me just one thing, and that is 
you will bring her to camp every summer.’ So Sam did that,” recalls 
Samuelson. “It was not Sam’s camp, but he grew to love that place.” 

That place is Norman B. Barr Camp. The 112-year-old slice of Americana 
is a nonprofit, six-acre camp that sports 190 feet of Geneva Lake 
shoreline in Williams Bay and has an operating model like no other. 

W
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Its members feature families who’ve 
been coming to “camp” for generations. 
In the early 1900s, they stayed in tents. 
Over the years, humble cottages were 
added. However, families at Barr Camp 
don’t own their cottages. Instead, their 
nominal seasonal fees support a faith-
based mission: To provide a free, week-
long camp experience to deserving 
children. In addition to continuing 
a family tradition, these “cottagers,” 
as they call themselves, also provide 
hundreds of volunteer hours to keep 
the camp running.  

Samuelson’s parents, Stephen and 
Pearle (Bladle) Poyten, were among 
the first children campers here, coming 
from an immigrant neighborhood in 

Chicago. Nancy is 89 today, widowed 
by her beloved Winfield, who 
everyone called Sam, and has outlived 
two of her three sons. Still, she rattles 
off the history of her family’s ties to 
this storied spot with a heartfelt and 
matter-of-fact ease. 

“My parents brought me to camp when 
I was 6 months old and they’re original 
camp people. They came through Olivet 
church in Chicago, through Dr. Norman 
Barr. Camp was not like it is now … My 
dad came when he was 9 and that meant 
my mother was also 9. They were with 
the children being served there. They 
were neighborhood kids and Dr. Barr 
brought the kids up to camp. He wanted 
them out of the city for the summer.” 

IMPROVING CHICAGO 
FAMILIES’ LIVES 
Dr. Norman B. Barr was born in Mount 
Palatine, Illinois, on January 27, 1868, 
the son of Lawrence Clay and Harriet 
Amanda (Ferry) Barr. After earning 
a bachelor’s degree in 1893 from the 
University of Nebraska, he entered 
the Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
in Chicago. Ordained as a minister 
in the Presbyterian Church in 1897, 
he assumed pastoral duties at Olivet 
Presbyterian Church on Chicago’s 
near north side and remained until his 
retirement in 1937. 

From the start, Barr had an eye on 
improving local lives. His congregation 
was in a neighborhood known as “Little 

Nancy Samuelson has been to Olivet 
and Barr camps every summer since 
she was an infant.

In the early 1900s, families visiting the camp stayed in tents. Over the years, modest cottages were added. 
In 1979, the Burton F. Vogel Children’s Building was constructed, creating a dorm for campers.
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Open Daily 10-3

Hell” or “Hell’s Kitchen,” depending on 
who you talked to. Its name, says Barr 
Camp board member Chuck Erickson, 
came from a nearby factory that covered 
the area in soot. Layer the soot with 
poverty and crime and you had what 
many new European immigrants were 
facing. Instead of finding streets of gold 
in America, they found crowded cities 
and squalid tenements. 

“The neighborhood where the Olivet 
Institute (a social services program run 
by the Olivet Church) was located was a 
rough neighborhood, but the churches 
there worked to change that. Norman 
Barr was a person in the mold of Jane 
Addams,” says Erickson.

Nancy Brown, who oversees children’s 
programming at Barr Camp, adds that 
the conditions Barr’s parishioners were 
living in steered his ministry. “Norman 
B. Barr, at the turn of century in Chi-
cago, hung out with all the Progressives 
in that area, who were thinking about 
how [they] could provide some recre-
ation and respite from the effects of the 
industrialization that was happening in 
Chicago,” she says. Brown of Darien, 
Illinois, still spends summers in the cot-
tage her parents, Hank and Pat French, 
brought her to when she was a child.  

As the story goes, Barr was familiar 
with Geneva Lake and was a speaker in 
1908 at  a conference at what was then 
the YMCA camp and is now George 
Williams College of Aurora University. 
He took a walk west on the shore path 

Dr. Norman B. Barr established 
Olivet Institute Camp in 1909.
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CALL TODAY FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS
262.949.3996 | MickB@keeferealestate.com | LakeGenevaRealty.com
Keefe Career Sales Leader |  REALTRENDS  Top WI Agent
$1/2 Bil l ion+ Career Sales |  600+ Career Lakefront Sales 

MICK BALESTRIERI
CELEBRATING 30+ YEARS MARKETING FINE LAKE HOMES LIKE YOURS

“
”

From professional marketing to skillful negotiations, Mick 
delivers... We used Mick on both the purchase and sale of a lake 
home, both were excellent experiences. Do not waste your time 
with just any agent, hire Mick and get the results you deserve! 

He is by far, a cut above the rest!!He is by far, a cut above the rest!!

Lakefront Buyer & Seller

The Olivet and Barr camp experience began 
for many Chicago children when they arrived in 
Williams Bay by train, and then were transported 
to camp by boat.
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Abbey Springs          262.275.6113         abbeysprings.org 

Experience Abbey Springs 

and happened on the Vralia Heights Metaphysical School. It’s 
possible he knew its owner, Dr. Alice B. Stockham, needed 
to sell quickly. The fifth licensed woman medical doctor in 
America, Stockham — who was also a prolific author and 
suffragist — founded Vralia Heights as a venue for those 
embracing new ways of thinking. For eight years under the 
Vralia banner, lectures and seminars here focused on “nature, 
the esotericism of Beethoven ... and sex,”  according to the book 
“Lake Geneva: Newport of the West.” But when Stockham, 
was found guilty of indecency for sending her books on sex 
and reproduction through U.S. mail, she was forced to close 
her successful publishing company and liquidate her assets. 

A NEW GENEVA LAKE CAMP EMERGES 
Stockham’s need to sell Vralia quickly meant Barr was able to 
purchase the property for a reported $9,000, renaming it Oliv-
et Institute Camp. The only building that came with the sale 
was near the lakeshore and it eventually became the camp din-
ing hall and office. Today, the camp also includes a chapel for 
weekly services, children’s dorm, camp store and a rec room. 

Samuelson recalls hearing that it was the boys of Hell’s Kitchen 
who were shuttled up to camp first in 1909. How long they 
stayed, she does not know. She does know her mother also 
made it up here in that inaugural wave of children. Early 
camp lodging consisted of tents on platforms. Water was 
transported from a spring at nearby Holiday Home Camp. 

When Samuelson’s parents married, they continued coming to 
camp each summer, eventually bringing their own daughters. 

Olivet Camp, later renamed Norman B. Barr Camp after its 
founder, has always offered deserving children, along with 
generations of families who support it, recreation and respite 
from city life with its location on Geneva Lake's north shore.
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Most everyone who summers here has a 
similar story. Deedy Payne, whose sister 
is Nancy Brown, says they first came to 
camp in the early ‘60s. Her parents were 
East Coast natives, living in the Chicago 
area, and her father made inquiries after 
they arrived on where folks went for the 
summer. 

“One of his work colleagues said, ‘Well, 
we go to this camp on Lake Geneva. It’s 
a Christian camp, a church camp, and 
you are more than welcome to go up 
and use our cottage for a week.’ So we 
went up there, we kids, myself, my sister 
and my brother and my parents, and 
we fell in love with it and begged our 
parents to not go home,” says Payne.

Instantly, the family was hooked on Barr 
Camp. “We would leave the day after 
school got out and not go back until the 
day before school started,” Payne says.

Payne and Brown both continued the 
tradition with their own husbands, 
children and now grandchildren. Times 
change, but summer doesn’t. 

“What do you need in summer when 
you’re a kid?” asks Brown. “All we 

needed was to throw some shorts on 
and a tee shirt and run outside. We were 
outside all the time. It’s still the same.”

A TIMELESS MISSION  
Also still the same is the camp’s 
mission. Summer after summer, kids 
from various Chicago-area nonprofits, 
churches and schools make their way to 
Geneva Lake’s shores. For the week they 
are here, they, too, are family, enjoying 
everything the lake has to offer. Asked 
to explain a typical day, Brown says it’s 
a lot like a vacation Bible school only 
with dorms. 

“The kids come on Monday morning 
and we have a full program and 
activities all day and all evening. They 
have great camp food,” says Brown. 
“Because we are faith-based, we do have 
a devotional they participate in, in the 
morning. There is hiking, swimming, 
a lot of swimming, kayaking, fishing. 
We have vespers on Tuesday night, 
and that’s been forever that we have 
had that, and the whole camp comes 
together. We have a talent show and 
a movie night, where they bring their 
sleeping bags down to the lake and 
watch a movie outside.”

“It’s a playground. 
It’s a dream place 
for a kid, really … 
and it’s a dream 
place for my 
grandkids and the 
other kids that  
come here.”
– NANCY BROWN, CHILDREN'S 
PROGRAMMING DIRECTOR, 
NORMAN B. BARR CAMP

From its earliest days, those visiting Olivet and Barr camps made lasting 
friendships, and many returned to the lake each summer, some with their 
children and grandchildren, to share this unique camp experience.
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Commercial • Athletic Fields

Residential • Installation & Service

sdldelavan@sbcglobal.net

PO BOX 311 
DELAVAN, WI 53115 

Office • 262-728-6400  
Cell • 262-749-0722

262.348.9463 
617 W. Main St, Lake Geneva

TheBottleShopLakeGeneva.com

Wine & Whiskey Flights • Craft Beer & Spirits
Outdoor Patio • Live Music • Dog Friendly
Stand Up Comedy in Grapevine Theatre

We have 
something 

for everyone. 

Join us to sip at our wine bar,  
beautiful patio, cozy lounge or find 

something to take home.

Mixed in are other opportunities Barr 
Camp arranges like art or drumming 
classes, magic shows, or even kite festivals. 
In some cases, child campers later become 
camp counselors. The camp also serves 
adults with developmental disabilities. 

“It’s a playground,” Brown says of the 
camp’s draw. “It’s a dream place for a 
kid, really … and it’s a dream place for 
my grandkids and the other kids that 
come here.”

It’s also a dream place for “kids” entering 
their ninth decade of life. Samuelson 
says she can’t wait for camp to open 
every year — especially this year. Camp 
was open last year, but the pandemic 
meant no communal dining, no chapel 
services with visiting pastors on Sundays 
and no children from the city in the 
camp’s dorms. Just the cottagers who 
felt safe enough to make their annual 
pilgrimage. This summer, Barr Camp 
will again serve deserving children, but 
in a day camp format due to COVID-19 
precautions. 

Samuelson will be there, too, sitting on 
the pier, enjoying her ritual 3 p.m. ice 
cream cone, attending chapel, visiting 
with people she’s known her whole life 
and baiting fishhooks for kids on the pier. 

“Oh, yes,” she exclaims. “I will be there 
if I have to crawl. I’m using a walker now 
and it’s a permanent attachment, but I 
don’t care. Just so long as I can get to 
camp. That whole camp is my family.” 

Experience Barr 
Camp Yourself

If you know of a children’s 
program that would like to 
inquire about being part  
of Norman B. Barr Camp, 
the price is right: Free.  
To inquire about possible 
day use this season, or 
overnight use next summer, 
visit normanbarrcamp.org 
for more information.  
During the season, you  
can call 262-245-5544.
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DO IT ONCE.
DO IT RIGHT.
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SOBERGWINDOWS.COM

(262) 275-2150

Soberg Window & Door Company
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W5820 County Road B

Walworth, WI 53184
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//  LAKESHORE LIVING  //
SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Embracing Exceptional 
Architecture of the Past

Stebnitz Builders’ skill and craftsmanship is tapped to 
revitalize this Delavan Lake home
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eminiscent of the European gems of yesteryear, this grand manor house, 
built on Delavan Lake’s south shore, features 125 feet of stunning lakefront 

property. The traditional exterior pays homage to an era when stucco and stone 
outfitted some of the area’s finest estates. A large turret features elongated windows 
and the delightful window boxes add to the home’s historical feel.

When you find this level of old-world charm in a home of this magnitude, many 
homeowners are eager to reconnect with its original, classic design. And that’s exactly 
what transpired during the interior and exterior renovations by Stebnitz Builders 
of this beautiful, five-bedroom English Tudor. The homeowner’s affinity for classic 
architecture and their confidence in the Stebnitz team, created a collaborative 
partnership that introduced modern amenities while maintaining the home's 
integrity. The result: exquisitely crafted renovations to the kitchen, great room, mud 
room, two bathrooms, office, solarium and new, detached garage. 
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STEBNITZ BUILDERS INC.
Serving Southern Wisconsin and Northern Illinois 

204 Commerce Ct. #3, Elkhorn, WI 53121
262-723-7232  | stebnitzbuilders.com



CHARACTER THROUGHOUT 
The home’s interior is accented by 
many rich details including intricate 
crown moldings, stunning tile, extensive 
hardwood floors, a custom glass solarium 
imported from England and character 
aplenty. The interior of the home is 
well-balanced; harmonious yet varied. 
Although the rooms are generous in 
size, the unique combination of dark 
wood and stone elements create a feeling 
of intimacy and warmth. Maintaining 
these old-world characteristics of the 
home's original design was the driving 
force behind this current renovation. 

In fact, throughout all facets of the 
home’s renovation, the Stebnitz team’s 
main goal was to ensure any changes 
didn’t appear obvious but rather a 
seamless integration with the original 
architecture.

EXTENSIVE CHANGES  
INSIDE AND OUT 
The home’s abundance of custom 
windows allow light to pour in and 
illuminate a rich combination of stained 
floors, millwork and cabinetry, and warm 
wall and ceiling colors.

LAKESHORE LIVING: SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION
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STEBNITZ BUILDERS INC.
Serving Southern Wisconsin and Northern Illinois 

204 Commerce Ct. #3, Elkhorn, WI 53121
262-723-7232  | stebnitzbuilders.com

And while the large, remodeled gourmet 
kitchen features state-of-the-art amenities 
and professional-grade appliances, the 
overall design of the space features such 
handcrafted quality that you simply forget 
you are in the 21st century. Functional 
yet exquisitely designed, the kitchen’s 
oversized center island graciously seats six 
and acts as the focal point for the heart of 
the home.

To ensure the overall architectural 
schematics remained intact, the Stebnitz 
team worked painstakingly to build five 
new arched doorways and doors that 
were equal in design and craftsmanship 
to the home’s original arched pine doors. 
To accomplish this, Stebnitz handcrafted 
each doorway, including the door jamb, 
casing and door. And because each door 
opening was not of equal size, slight 
modifications were meticulously made to 
each door to ensure a perfect fit. 

In addition, the renovations made to 

the home’s solarium and garage required 
the Stebnitz team to ensure the home’s 
exterior perfectly matched the home’s 
chimney stone, stucco pattern and 
wood trim gracing the home’s facade. 
The deliberate architectural landscaping 
extends the home’s interior design to 
the  outside — integrating nuances in 
style and form with the property and its 
beautiful views of Delavan Lake. 

EXPERIENCE IS  
THEIR TRADEMARK
As evidenced throughout this home 
renovation, Stebnitz Builders exudes an 
award-winning ability for flexibility as 
their craftsmen tap their skills to suit 
whatever design challenge awaits. 

While Stebnitz Builders is well known 
for its distinctive renovations, the 
company also prides itself on blending 
form and function in the homes it 
renovates. Throughout its long history, 
the company has efficiently managed 

complex construction projects while 
remaining sensitive to the human 
elements of designing and renovating a 
family’s home. And as a result of Stebnitz 
Builders’ tremendous experience and 
industry know-how, customers have 
learned to trust in the company’s focus 
and acute attention to detail.  

By meeting and exceeding quality 
assurance industry standards as well as the 
expectations of customers, the Stebnitz 
Builders’ team provides homeowners 
with the ultimate satisfaction of their 
newly renovated home as soon as they 
open the front door. 
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COOKING
SOUS VIDE

Not just a fad, this cooking technique is chef-tested and gives  
you perfect results every time 

BY BILL TURNER 
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ou’ve probably heard of the 
cooking technique called sous 
vide. It’s been used in restaurants 

for years, but it’s now catching on rapidly 
at home. 

“Sous vide” is French for “under 
vacuum,” and it refers to vacuum-sealing 
food in plastic bags and then cooking it 
in a temperature-controlled water bath. 
Wholesale food distributors commonly 
deliver their products to restaurants 
in vacuum-sealed packages to ensure 
freshness. Cooking them with the sous 
vide method gives you consistent results.

In a nutshell, here’s how you can cook 
this way at home. First, go online to 
Amazon and buy a sous vide immersion 
cooker — you’ll spend about $90, but it’s 
well worth it. You can set this device to 
heat water to a specific temperature, with 
most models being accurate within 0.5 
degrees. 

Next, clamp the sous vide to your largest 
pot, fill the pot with water and set the 
temperature to 129 F. Take a sirloin strip 
steak and seal it in a quart zip-lock bag 
and throw it in the pot for at least 1 hour, 
30 minutes or leave it in all day. Time 
doesn’t matter because that steak will 
never cook beyond 129 F, which is perfect 
if you like your steak cooked medium. If 
you want rare, set the immersion cooker 
to 125 F; for well-done, it's 156 F.  

When the steak is done, heat your grill 
as hot as you can. Remove the steak from 
the plastic bag, dry with a paper towel 
and add salt, pepper, garlic or whatever 
strikes your fancy. Now, throw it on the 
hot grill for one minute each side, serve 
and listen to everyone laud your work.  
Tell them that you cooked the steak 
“sous vide” and they will think that you 
are really cool.  

All of the major steakhouses use this 
method. They usually have three or four 
sous vide setups, each with a different 
temperature.    

If you have been paying attention so far, 
you are probably scratching your head 
wondering whether you should spring 
for this crazy new gadget. Stop thinking 

and just do it! You won’t regret it and you 
and your family will have a ball. With 
any of the devices, you will get an online 
source of recipes, temperatures and 
cooking times, or just Google a sous vide 
recipe for anything that you can think of.  
Check out lakegenevacountrymeats.com 
for a selection of beef recipes. 

SOUS VIDE MEATS  
AND SEAFOOD
Sous vide works best on meats and 
seafood, all of which can be finished on 
your gas or charcoal grill. Sous vide is 
perfect for summertime. Here are some 
of my favorite entrees:

•	 Pork tenderloin: This is one of my 
favorite cuts of pork: it is inexpensive, 
lean and very tasty. However, it often 
turns out dry because we are always 
worried about undercooking pork and 
getting trichinosis, which is extremely 
rare. Sous vide eliminates all risk. 
Cook the tenderloin with your sous 
vide for at least 1 hour, 30 minutes 
at 140 F and it will be perfect. My 
favorite way to finish the tenderloin is 
to coat it with hoisin sauce and throw 
it on a hot grill for 2 minutes each 
side. Cut the loin in medallions, add a 
little more hoisin sauce and the crowd 
will go wild. 

•	 Beef brisket: In sous vide, the cooking 
time varies depending on the type of 
meat. While a pork tenderloin takes 
only 1 hour, 30 minutes, a brisket 
takes 48 hours at 135 F!  While that 
may seem crazy, it simply means that 
you have to plan ahead in order to 
have the best brisket you have ever 
tasted. I like to thinly slice it and serve 

Y
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it with a good barbecue sauce. You can 
also add a dry rub and smoke it for 1 
hour at the end.   

•	 Strip sirloin or filet mignon: Sirloin  
is the obvious choice for sous vide 
because of the degree of temperature 
control you can achieve. As 
mentioned previously, a setting of 
129 F for 1 hour, 30 minutes cooks 
the meat to a perfect medium; a 
setting of 125 F will give you rare and  
156 F produces a steak that’s well-
done. The only confusion is when 

you are having a party and 
everyone wants their steak cooked 
differently. Obviously, we are not 
going to buy two or three sous vide 
cookers to solve the problem. You 
have two options: First, cook the 
steaks to 125 F for rare and then 
cook them longer on the grill for 
medium and well-done. Second, 
and my preferred technique — just 
cook them at 129 F for medium 
and don’t give anyone a choice. 

•	 Calamari, scallops and octopus: 
These are the most difficult seafood 

dishes to make since they are so easy to 
overcook, turning rubbery and tough 
quickly. I once complimented a chef 
on an octopus appetizer and he told 
me the secret was sous vide.  Octopus 
is very dense and requires 5 hours at 
175 F in a sous vide cooker. Calamari, 
a little less dense, requires 2 hours at 
138 F. Scallops, the most delicate of 
all, only requires 30 minutes at 123 F. 
Finish any one of these treasures for 
1 minute in a hot cast iron pan with 
olive oil or butter and chopped garlic, 
stirring continually.  

SOUS VIDE VEGETABLES
Although meats are the usual choice for 
sous vide cooking, vegetables are also 
a great choice and produce far better 
results than steaming. How often have 
you ended up with mushy broccoli 
or undercooked potatoes? That never 
happens with sous vide. Here are some 
of my favorite recipes:

•	 Potatoes: Put red or Yukon gold 
potatoes in a quart or gallon zip-lock 
bag and cook for 1 hour at 190 F. 
Remove, smash and add butter, salt 
and pepper. You will be amazed at 
how perfect they are.

•	 Broccoli: I can’t stand mushy broccoli 
and that is often the result when 
steaming this vegetable. Use the sous 
vide instead: 20 minutes at 194 F. 
Remove and add olive oil, lemon juice, 
chopped garlic, salt and pepper, and 
you have a real treat.

TREATS IN MASON JARS 
Another whole world of sous vide opens 
up when you bring 4 oz. Mason jars 
into the picture.   Go buy a dozen at the 
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hardware store now. Here are two of my 
favorite recipes to get you started:

•	 Cheesecake: Holy cow, this one is 
so easy. Set the sous vide to 175 F. 
Combine 16 oz. cream cheese, ½ cup 
sugar, ¼ cup heavy cream, 1 tsp. vanilla 
and 2 eggs. Use your electric hand 
mixer to beat into a rich cream. Add 
½ cup berries while you are mixing 
if you wish. (Strawberry cheesecake 
is especially good.) Fill 8 Mason jars, 
not too full, and just barely tighten 
the lid. Use tongs to put them in the 
sous vide water bath and cook for 2 
hours. Take out, cool and put into the 
refrigerator for another 2 hours to set.  
This is a great dinner party dessert or 
late-night snack.      

•	 Egg bites: You may have noticed 
these at Starbucks. They are easy to 
make at home and provide the perfect 
quick breakfast for adults and kids. 
Here is an easy recipe to start, but 
you can experiment endlessly. Sauté 
1 chopped red pepper with 1 pound 
of breakfast sausage. Allow to cool for 
10 minutes while you beat 12 eggs in 
a mixing bowl with salt and pepper. 
Add the sausage and red pepper, mix 
well and fill 12, 4-oz. Mason jars. 
Cook in the sous vide for a minimum 
of 1 hour at 172 F.  Remove and allow 
to cool. Serve immediately or store 
in the refrigerator. When ready to 
eat, remove the lid and pop into the 
microwave for one minute.

Try sous vide – you will love it. 
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//  SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT  //

other Nature works in 
mysterious ways — which 
now includes a reimagining 

of the guest experience at Old World 
Wisconsin.

Since 1976, Old World Wisconsin has 
brought the history and characters 
of Wisconsin’s early years to life. The 
largest outdoor museum of rural life in 
the United States, Old World Wisconsin 
is a hands-on exploration of Wisconsin’s 
ancestors and how they lived between the 
1840s and 1920s. With 60 meticulously 
restored historic structures on more 
than 600 acres of rolling landscape in 
Eagle, just 35 minutes north of Lake 
Geneva, Old World Wisconsin is an 
authentic showcase of our past that 
offers something for all ages.

But even old times are a-changin’. In 
June 2010, explains site director Dan 
Freas, a tornado barnstormed Old World 
Wisconsin’s front entrance, ripping out 
2,500 Norway pines and causing some 
damage to buildings in the process. 
At the time, museum staff had been 
considering changes to the site’s master 

plan, but the tornado changed the game, 
and now Old World Wisconsin and the 
Wisconsin Historical Foundation are 
engaged in an ambitious multi-phase 
fundraising project called the New 
Arrivals campaign. The funds raised will 
support projects to reconfigure the site’s 
entrance, expand meeting spaces and 
amenities, add a Brewing Experience 
building and beer garden, and complete 
restoration of its latest building 
acquisition, a historic tavern.

“So many people know Old World 
Wisconsin and recall going to the site 
with their families or on a school field 
trip,” says Julie Lussier, executive director, 
Wisconsin Historical Foundation. 
“Reimagining the guest entry experience 
breathes new life into the site, and in 
particular with the Brewing Experience, 
allows us to expand the story we are 
telling about Wisconsin history.  It will 
give people more reason to visit the site, 
stay awhile and return often!”

Prepare for New Arrivals

M

An ambitious fundraising campaign and new transformative projects will help Old World 
Wisconsin expand its history and future
BY AMANDA N. WEGNER
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Construction of the Brewing Experience building will be completed later this year.

A rendering of the bar inside the Brewing Experience building.
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A BREWING STORY  
IN PROGRESS
Fundraising for the New Arrivals 
campaign at Old World Wisconsin 
started quietly in 2015, explains Lussier, 
and encompasses three phases. To 
date, over $2 million has been secured, 
allowing the society and museum to start 
construction of phase one, the Brewing 
Experience building.

The Brewing Experience building is part 
of an effort to fill an important gap in 
Old World Wisconsin’s story — the 
importance of brewing in the state, says 
Freas. The entire beer and brewing life 
cycle from growing to making to enjoying 
will be covered.

The story starts near an existing timber-
framed, mid-19th-century German 
immigrant farmhouse. To introduce 
brewing as an extension of farming, a 
garden featuring heirloom hops and 
barley, key ingredients in the brewing 
process, will be added near the farmhouse 
as part of the final landscaping plan.

With the sights and smells of the 
garden in mind, the second stop is the 
Brewing Experience building, which 
is currently under construction. The 
Brewing Experience building features 
two large masonry fireplaces that 
volunteer brewers will use to brew small 
batches of historically inspired beer, 
some will include ingredients grown 
on-site. The beer will be available for 
guests to purchase. With a large bar 
area and gathering space, the building 
will also offer brewing demonstrations, 
workshops, tastings and other activities.

“The plan is to do some sort of brewing 
activity every day we’re open,” says Freas. 
Some days that will include working with 
volunteers from Milwaukee’s Museum of 
Beer and Brewing to make historic brews 
and showcase various cultural brewing 
traditions.

Next in the chronology is a celebration of 
Wisconsin’s tavern culture, which comes 
in two parts: a new outdoor beer garden 
and more notably, Wittnebel’s Tavern, 
the first historic structure to be relocated 
to Old World in 25 years. 

Wittnebel’s will soon make the trip 

to Eagle from Old Ashippun, near 
Oconomowoc. Founded in 1906 and 
operated until 1987 by two generations 
of the Wittnebel family, this two-
story building will be placed on a new 
foundation at Old World Wisconsin and 
lovingly restored.

“It is intended to be a functioning 
tavern,” says Freas. “We’ll be providing 
samples in the brewhouse, but the actual 
serving of beer — and root beer — will 
take place in tavern. It will be a fully 
immersive experience, like stepping back 
to the 1930s when Prohibition ended.”

A 1930’s beer delivery truck parked 
outside, backed up to the tavern’s cellar 
doors, is anticipated to be a popular 
place for photos. Given that Old World 
Wisconsin’s current interpretive history 
ends around 1920, the addition of the 
Wittnebel Tavern “brings what we offer 
closer to present day and within memory 
of some guests,” says Freas.

The final component, a new beer garden 
will serve as an extension of the historic 
but small space of Wittnebel’s Tavern as 
well as the Brewing Experience.

Construction of the Brewing Experience 
will be completed later this season, 
but it will not open to the public until 
the 2022 season. Lead donors for the 
Brewing Experience include Bob Kern 
of Waukesha and the Cleary-Kumm 
Foundation of La Crosse, along with 
other generous families and foundations 
around Wisconsin.  

Wittnebel’s Tavern was moved to Old 
World Wisconsin in May and placed on 
its new foundation. However, additional 
funding is needed for its restoration as 
well as the building of the beer garden.

“Over the next year,” says Lussier, “we 
need to secure at least $2.5 million 

in order to complete the Brewing 
Experience with the restoration of the 
historic Wittnebel’s Tavern and creation 
of a beer garden.  We have been so 
grateful to receive such generous support 
for this project, but need help spreading 
the word so we can successfully raise the 
remaining amount … we want to secure 
funds quickly so we can complete the 
Brewing Experience and share it with 
guests as soon as possible!”

Phase two fundraising is currently under-
way. See information above for details on 
how to contribute to the campaign. 

A NEW WELCOME
Once the funding for phase two is 
secured, the Foundation and Old 
World Wisconsin will set their sights 
on fundraising for phase three, which 
includes amenities that welcome guests 

SUPPORT  
NEW ARRIVALS

Old World Wisconsin and 
the Wisconsin Historical 
Foundation couldn’t 
create wonderful 
experiences without the 
support of individuals, 
families, foundations and 
organizations.

Contributions of any 
amount can be made 
online at support.
wisconsinhistory.org/
newarrivals.

There are also 
opportunities to make 
an impact with your gift 
through naming and 
sponsorship; connect 
with Julie Lussier, 
Wisconsin Historical 
Foundation executive 
director at 608-261-
9587 or julie.lussier@
wisconsinhistory.org  
to explore the 
possibilities. “Your 
commitment will help 
us make unforgettable 
experiences for years to 
come!” says Lussier.
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and set them up for their visit to Old 
World Wisconsin. “When Mother 
Nature decided we needed to move the 
front step of Old World Wisconsin,” 
says Freas, referring to the 2010 tornado, 
“we brought in a firm to help us decide 
our path. That includes an entirely new 
entrance plaza.”

The new complex features two buildings 
connected by an open-air plaza. One 
building includes a retail store, ticket 
windows with day planning services and 
staff offices. There will also be a new 
bank of restroom facilities.

Phase three also includes improvements 

to help Old World Wisconsin become 
more self-sustaining through the 
addition of meeting spaces and amenities 
to support special events and private 
events such as weddings and corporate 
events. For instance, the signature 
1890’s Clausing Barn will be renovated 
to create space for larger groups and 
expand food and beverage capabilities. 
The Ramsey Barn, which currently 
houses ticketing and a small retail 
shop, will be repurposed into space for 
educational programs, special events and 
private functions with support facilities.

“We have so many great things planned 
for Old World,” says Freas. “This is tru-

ly a reimagining, and we can’t wait to 
move these projects forward and expe-
rience them with you. And the public’s 
support of the New Arrivals campaign, 
big or small, will help make that hap-
pen!”

The summer season at Old World Wis-
consin will start June 16. On Wednes-
days, the site will be open for small-
group guided tours; Thursday through 
Saturday, the entire site will be open 
for self-exploration. For more infor-
mation, including this season's events, 
public health protocols and ticket  
information, visit oldworldwisconsin.
wisconsinhistory.org. 
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The proposed Old World Wisconsin Entry Plaza is in phase 3 of the New Arrivals campaign.
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What’s a health condition that initially 
shows no symptoms but we all become 
prone to it after a certain age? If you 
guessed bone loss, you’re right. It’s 
something that might not be top of 
mind for you right now but as we age, 
bone loss — commonly referred to as 
osteoporosis — should be given a high 
priority, just like cardiovascular and 
neurological conditions. 

“There are typically no symptoms in 
the early stages of bone loss,” says Dr. 
Bradley Fideler, an orthopedic surgeon 
at Mercyhealth. “But once your bones 
have been weakened by osteoporosis, 
you might have signs and symptoms that 
include back pain caused by a fractured 
or collapsed vertebra, loss of height over 
time, stooped posture and a bone that 
breaks much more easily than expected.” 

PREDISPOSITIONS  
TO BONE LOSS
While all people are prone to bone loss, 
there are some risk factors to take into 
account. 

“Just getting older is the biggest risk factor 
for bone loss or for getting fractures 
from bone loss,” says Anthony R. Ricci, 
DO, FAOAO, FAAOS, an orthopedic 
surgeon and director of sports health for 
Advocate Aurora Health System. 

Dr. Ricci adds that bone is a living 
organ. It is constantly breaking down, 
while new bone replaces it. “In our mid-
30s, bone mass stops increasing; in our 
40s and 50s, more bone may be broken 
down than is built up,” he says.      

Both doctors share a number of risk 
factors for bone loss. They include: 

•	 A family history of osteoporosis
•	 Low calcium intake
•	 Excessive alcohol consumption: “Two or 

more alcoholic drinks a day increases your 
risk of osteoporosis,” Dr. Fideler says. 

•	 Tobacco use
•	 Chronic steroid use: “This affects bone 

metabolism and places patients at a 
higher risk for osteoporosis and bone 
loss,” says Dr. Ricci.

•	 Long-term use of oral or injected 
corticosteroid medications

•	 Eating disorders
•	 A sedentary lifestyle
•	 Gastrointestinal surgery: According to 

Dr. Fideler, procedures that reduce the 
size of one’s stomach or in which part 
of the intestine is removed can limit 
the amount of surface area available to 
absorb nutrients, including calcium.

 
Also, although osteoporosis is something 
that can affect both men and women, 
women tend to experience bone loss at a 
younger age than men due to menopause. 

Dr. Fideler explains this process: “When 
you’re young, your body makes new bone 
faster than it breaks down old bone and 
your bone mass increases. After the early 
20s, this process slows, and most people 
reach their peak bone mass by age 30. As 
people age, bone mass is lost faster than 
it’s created. Lowered sex hormone levels 
tend to weaken bone. The reduction of 
estrogen levels in women at menopause 
is one of the strongest risk factors for 

BONE UP ON OSTEOPOROSIS PREVENTION
Discover ways to prevent and lessen the effects of bone loss beginning with  

lifestyle tweaks recommended by two area physicians 
BY SHELBY DEERING 

//  WELL BEING  //
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developing osteoporosis. Men have a 
gradual reduction in testosterone levels 
as they age.” 

Additionally, Dr. Fideler says that one is 
at a greater risk of osteoporosis if they are 
white or of Asian descent. 

Genetics can also come into play, which 
is why it’s key to share your family 
history with your doctor. Having a 
parent or sibling with osteoporosis puts 
you at greater risk, and that risk is even 
higher if your mother or father fractured 
a hip.

Lastly, “Some diseases can affect bone 
metabolism and calcium absorption, 
inhibiting a patient’s ability to perform 
weight-bearing exercises,” says Dr. Ricci. 

THE RISKS
“The big risk is fractures,” says Dr. Ricci. 
“If bones are weak, minor injuries can lead 
to bigger problems, including fractures 
and breaks. These fractures and breaks 
most commonly occur in the wrist, hip 
and spine. These fractures can result in 
surgical procedures or chronic pain.” 

Dr. Fideler says that hip fractures are 
often caused by a fall and can result in 
disability and even an increased risk of 
death within the first year after the injury. 
He goes on to say that the bones that 
make up your spine, or the vertebrae, can 
weaken to the point of crumpling, which 
can result in “back pain, lost height and a 
hunched forward posture.” 

PREVENTATIVE MEASURES
While all of this might sound dire, there 
is good news: there are things you can do 
to prevent bone loss from happening in 
the first place, thanks to lifestyle changes 
and help from your doctor. 

“A well-balanced diet is the most import-
ant thing,” says Dr. Ricci. “It should con-
sist of foods that contain good calcium 
sources and vitamin D.” 

Dr. Fideler lists calcium-packed foods, 
like low-fat dairy products; dark, green, 
leafy vegetables; canned salmon or 
sardines with bones; soy products like 
tofu; and calcium-fortified cereals and 
orange juice. 

You can also take calcium and vitamin D 
supplements. “Vitamin D improves your 

body’s ability to absorb calcium and 
improves bone health in other ways,” 
Dr. Fideler says. He suggests that to get 
enough vitamin D to maintain bone 
health, “it’s recommended that adults ages 
51 to 70 get 600 international units (IU) 

and 800  IU  a day after age 70 through 
food or supplements.” 

Keep in mind that people without oth-
er sources of vitamin D and especially 
with limited sun exposure might need a 
supplement. “Most multivitamin prod-
ucts contain between 600 and 800 IU of 
vitamin D,” says Dr. Fideler. “Up to 
4,000 IU of vitamin D a day is safe for 
most people.” 

Supplement dosing can vary from 
person to person, which is why it’s wise 
to consult with your doctor first before 
taking vitamin D. 

Exercise is another way to combat 
bone loss, and in the process, it can 
help you maintain an appropriate body 
weight, something else that can stave 
off osteoporosis. Think weight-bearing 
exercises like weight training, walking, 
hiking and jogging — activities that have 
been proven to build strong bones. 

Another preventative measure is a 
bone density test, which uses x-rays to 
measure grams of calcium and other 
bone minerals. Dr. Ricci says that 
since women are more affected, it’s 
recommended that they be screened at 
age 65 or older, or sooner if they have 
increased risk factors. 
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“The best way to prevent osteoporosis 
when you are older is to start when 
you are young by living a good, healthy 
lifestyle which includes weight-bearing 
activities,” Dr. Ricci notes. “No smoking, 
limited alcohol consumption plus a well-
balanced diet that includes calcium and 
vitamin D is the key,” he adds. 

CAN BONE LOSS BE REVERSED?
Let’s say that you’ve already been 
diagnosed with osteoporosis. Can you 
reverse it? Not completely, but you can 
prevent further bone loss. 

Dr. Ricci says, “Treating osteoporosis 
involves healthy lifestyle choices such 
as a well-balanced diet and exercise. The 
goal is to stop bone loss and rebuild 
bone to prevent fractures. At times, 
further treatment with medications may 
be necessary. Some medications can help 
slow bone loss and others can help to 
rebuild bone.” 

If you have an increased risk of fracture, 
Dr. Fideler says that the most widely 
prescribed osteoporosis medications 
are called bisphosphonates. Or there 
are monoclonal antibody medications 
which produce similar or better bone 
density results when compared to oral 
medications and are delivered via an 
injection every six months. Hormone-
related therapy can be used as well.

The bottom line: whether you’re aiming 
to prevent osteoporosis from happening 
in the first place or trying to stop further 
bone loss, there are plenty of viable and 
effective options to explore with your 
doctor. 
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//  Q & A  //

This summer, the hospitality industry is gearing up for pent-
up demand from pandemic-weary travelers, so who better to 
provide insight into this essential element of Walworth County’s 
economy than Dave Sekeres, long-time general manager of 
Lake Lawn Resort. Dave is also chairperson of VISIT Lake 
Geneva, chairperson for Delavan’s tourism commission and on 
the board of directors for Walworth County Visitors Bureau 
and the Wisconsin Hotel & Lodging Association. Additionally, 
he has taught hospitality classes at Gateway Technical College 
and is the committee chair for their Hospitality Management 
Advisory Committee. 

How has the Lake Lawn team pivoted during the 
pandemic to welcome guests safely?
A high level of safety and cleanliness have always been two 
key indicators of a successful restaurant, hotel or resort. Now 
during the pandemic, guests have taken notice of the increased 
safety measures taken. It starts with a strong education 
of the employees and awareness of how the virus could be 
transmitted. Strict mitigation efforts such as employee mask-
wearing and social distancing is only the beginning. It involves 
finding clever ways to interact with guests without physically 
being close to them. This may include more personal calls, 
social media interaction or special, meaningful gifts and 
acknowledgments.

Will the hospitality industry operate differently going 
forward due to changes implemented in the last year?
As with most businesses, the ability to adapt with the times is 
a must. I think we can all agree that this pandemic has been 
incredibly difficult for most, even life altering for some, on 
both personal and professional levels. With that said, there 
are some aspects of change that can be perceived as positive. 
For years, the industry has pushed increased safety for room 
attendant staff or other positions who may enter guest rooms 
alone. The removal of daily stay-over service will most likely 
continue. Also, more flexibility with employees’ schedules 
when ill or with those who just have personal needs or 
struggles to attend to.

What’s the biggest challenge the lakes area faces as a 
tourist destination?
The biggest challenge is employment. Tourism is such a 
vital part of our local county economy and just like in 
many other heavy tourist areas the visitors in peak season 
greatly outnumber the available workforce. In fact, for some 
businesses the available workforce is a major constraint on 
continued growth. As large groups return, this is a great 
opportunity for employment. We will continue to face this 
challenge with increased awareness of the hospitality industry 
and career development in local schools and nearby areas.

How have guests’ expectations changed over the years? 
Early on guests were satisfied with whatever service or 
choice you were offering. That has evolved over the years 
into managing the flexibility of guest wants and needs. This 
involves being open to making changes quickly to dining 
menu items for allergies or specific dietary needs or being 
flexible with meeting spaces to create a unique experience for 
groups. Creating an easier reservation experience with one 
point of contact for all your resort experiences, accommodates 
guests like never before.

In your 24 years at Lake Lawn, what do you consider 
your greatest accomplishment?
During my long tenure at Lake Lawn I’ve been proud of 
many things. One example is the creation of large events 
like Sky Circus on Ice, which showcases the resort and the 
beauty of the Delavan lakefront for thousands of visitors to 
the community.  When an event such as that creates lasting 
family memories, it’s something the entire team feels proud 
of. More importantly, being the leader of a resort team in 
which you have created a culture of fun, laughter and love for 
each other is the greatest accomplishment.

What’s the most satisfying part of your job?
I love being part of this industry and being able to contribute 
to its growth on a state and local level. The development and 
mentoring of students and employees interested in hospitality 
is daily satisfaction. Seeing team members advance and grow 
in their career development is the greatest reward. Working 
with employees to find positive solutions to a challenge 
hopefully gives them the experience and confidence to be the 
next group of leaders for our community. 

Q&A
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AMERICAN /	
CONTEMPORARY
ALPINE VALLEY RESORT  W2501 County Rd. 
D, Elkhorn; 262-642-7374. alpinevalleyresort.
com. Full menu in the Alpine Dining Room; 
sandwiches in the Valley View Lounge. B, L, D, 
$–$$. m e vbPR

THE BAKER HOUSE  327 Wrigley Dr., Lake 	
Geneva; 262-248-4700. bakerhouse1885.
com/restaurant. Fine dining with a variety 
of menu options, including fresh seafood 
and steaks as well as craft cocktails and an 
extensive wine list. Brunch served on Sunday. 
Closed Mon. and Tues., D, $$$-$$$$. m&b 

B.J. WENTKER’S   230 Milwaukee Ave., Burling-
ton; 262-758-6112. bjwentkers.com. Innovative 
menu. Extensive wine list. Bar open past 10 
p.m. Closed Sun. L, D, $$–$$$. me vb&

THE BLACK SHEEP  210 W. Whitewater St., 
Whitewater, 262-458-4751. eatatblacksheep.
com. Menu and specials are updated regularly 
to incorporate fresh, in-season, local foods 
presented in a delicious new way. Poultry, fish, 
pork, lamb, gluten-free and vegetarian entrées. 
Closed Sun. L, D, $-$$. m  & 

CLUBHOUSE SPORTS BAR & GRILL  Lake Lawn 
Resort, 2400 E. Geneva St. (State Hwy. 50), 	
Delavan; 262-728-7950. lakelawnresort.com. 
Offering picturesque views of our golf course, and 
serving a classic bar and grill menu in a cozy and 
relaxed atmosphere. B, L, D, $.

CRAFTED AMERICANA  The Ridge Hotel, W4240 
State Hwy. 50, Lake Geneva; 262-249-3832. 	
craftedamericana.com. Contemporary menu 
incorporates premium, locally sourced ingredients. 
B, L, D, $$-$$$. mbv&

THE DUCK INN   N6214 State Hwy. 89 (intersec-
tion of County Rd. A and State Hwy. 89), Dela-
van; 608-883-6988. duckinndelavan.com. Roast 
duck, filets, ribs. Closed Tues. D, $$-$$$. mvb

EGG HARBOR CAFÉ   827 Main St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-1207. eggharborcafe.com. Gourmet 
breakfast and lunch creations served from 6:30 
a.m. daily. B, L, $. 

FIDDLESTICKS BISTRO   101 W. Evergreen 
Parkway, Suite 7, Elkhorn; 262-743-2233. fid-
dlesticksbistro.com. Casual American bistro fea-
turing global influences and creative twists to 
menu items. Closed Wed., B, L, D, $-$$$. mv

FIRE2FORK  2484 S. County Rd. O, Delavan; 
262-725-7388. fire2fork.com. Farm-to-table 	
cuisine featuring wood-fire oven and grill. 
Closed Mon. and Tues. D, $$-$$$. m

FORK IN THE ROAD 215 N. Rochester St., 
Mukwonago; 262-363-7849. forkintheroad 
restaurant.com. A unique twist on American 
cuisine. Closed Sundays. L, D, $-$$ Umvb 

FRONTIER RESTAURANT  Lake Lawn Resort, 
2400 E. Geneva St. (State Hwy. 50), Delavan; 
262-728-7950. lakelawnresort.com. Innovative 
American heartland cuisine served in the style 
of new American cooking, which takes familiar 
comfort foods and adds sophisticated culinary 
twists. Our menu features only the finest 
regional ingredients from local Wisconsin 
farms, including our own homegrown herbs 
and fresh honey. L, D, Br (Sunday only), $-$$$. 
me vbzb

THE GRAND CAFÉ   Grand Geneva Resort, 
Lake Geneva; 262-249-4788. grandgeneva.
com. Contemporary American cuisine in a 
casual setting. Breakfast buffet seasonally; 
Fri. & Sat. night prime rib and seafood buffet. 
B, L, D, $–$$. mbPR

THE GRANDVIEW RESTAURANT   N2009 
S. Lake Shore Dr., Lake Geneva; 262-248-
5690. genevainn.com. Enjoy lakeside dining 
and spectacular sunsets. Offering perfectly 
prepared seafood, beef, poultry and pasta 
entrées. Menus are subject to change based 
on product availability and seasonality. B, BR, 
L, D, $$-$$$. mbU

JONATHAN’S ON BRICK STREET  116 E. Wal-
worth Ave., Delavan; 262-725-7715. jonathans 
onbrickstreet.com. Casual fine dining featur-
ing small plates, appetizers and a diverse en-
trée selection of fresh fish, seafood, hand-cut 
steaks and salads. Open daily. D, $$-$$$ m v

PIER 290 1 Liechty Dr., Williams Bay; 262-
245-2100. pier290.com. We focus on clean 
flavors and fresh ingredients. Heated indoor 
and outdoor bar. Accessible by land and 
water. Boat parking available. L, D, $-$$. 
m eb&bUPR

SAVOY  W4190 West End Road, Lake Geneva; 
262-394-3700. savoylakegeneva.com.  Mod-
ern American fine dining with an emphasis 
on garden to table menu selections. Features 
a full pastry shop on the premises. Open 
Wed.-Sun. D, $$$. bU m &

SIMPLE CAFÉ  525 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-3556. simplelakegeneva.com. Fresh 
farm-to-table food. B, L, $-$$.Ub

SOMEPLACE ELSE   1 W. Walworth St., Elk-
horn; 262-723-3111. someplaceelserestaurant.
com. Fresh seafood, sandwiches, soups. 
Closed Sun. L, D, $. mvbPR

SOPRA: AN AMERICAN BISTRO   724 Main St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-249-0800. soprabistro.
com. Contemporary American twist on 	
Bistro classics. D, $$-$$$. mU

TUSCAN TAVERN AND GRILL   430 Broad St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-248-0888. thetuscan 
tavernandgrill.com. Specializing in Italian clas-
sics, mouth-watering charbroiled steaks and 
artisan brick oven pizzas. L, D, $-$$. mb&PR

240o WEST  The Abbey Resort, 269 
Fontana Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-9034. 
theabbeyresort.com/dining. From small 
plates packed with flavor to unexpected 
entrées with an unexpected twist. 	
B, D, Br on Sunday, $$-$$$. mb e

THE WATERFRONT The Abbey Resort, 269 
Fontana Blvd, Fontana; 262-275-9034. the 
abbeyresort.com/dining. Casual setting and 
menu featuring burgers and BBQ. L, D, $-$$. 
v b e U

YE OLDE HOTEL BAR & RESTAURANT   6070 S. 
Railroad St., Lyons; 262-763-2701. yeolde 
hotel.com. Traditional American. Extensive 
wine list. Closed Mon.-Tues. D, $–$$. mv &PR 

ASIAN
BEIJING GARDEN   464 S. Pine St., Burlington; 	
262-767-1188. Chinese. Closed Monday. L, D, $. b

CHINA GARDEN   136 E. Walworth Ave., Dela-
van; 262-749-3111. chinagardendelavan.com L, 
D, $, beer and wine. Closed Monday. bPR

CHINA HOUSE   1128 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-749-3111. Chinese cuisine. Closed Tues. L, 
D, NC, $.

DRAGON CITY  98 E. Geneva Square, Lake 	
Geneva; 262-249-8867. Eat-in or carryout 	
Chinese cuisine. Closed Tues. L, D, $.

GOLDEN DRAGON   2763 Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-5518. Closed Mon. L,D, $.m

HAPPY CAFÉ   526 S. Wells St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-8181. Chinese and American. B, L, D, 
$, beer and wine. vb

KING DRAGON  101 Kenosha St., Walworth; 
262-275-3309. kingdragonwa.com. Chinese 
cuisine. Closed Mon., L, D, $.

MOY’S RESTAURANT   3 N. Wisconsin St., 	
Elkhorn; 262-723-3993. moysrestuarant.com. 
Authentic Chinese cuisine. Dine-in and carry-
out. Closed Mon. L, D, $. mbz&PR

SABAI, SABAI  306 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-4114. sabaisabailakegeneva.com. Au-
thentic Thai food. L, D, $$. Beer and wine. U

Restaurants are listed by category. Information is subject to change. Please contact individual restaurants for hours of operation.  
Inclusion in this directory should not be considered an unqualified endorsement by At The Lake. Visit atthelakemagazine.com to browse 
this directory online, and to view locator maps for each restaurant.
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Farm-to-Table

Wood-Fire Oven and Grill

Casual Upscale Fine Dining

Indoor and Outdoor Seating

2484 S. County Rd. O
Delavan, WI 53115

262.725.7388

fire2fork.com
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150 CENTER ST.
LAKE GENEVA, WI 53147

262.812.4064

flatirontaplg.com
flatirontap@gmail.com

Local Farm to Table
Biggest Beer List in the County

Late Night Menu on Friday & Saturday

key B: Breakfast      Br: Brunch      L: Lunch      D: Dinner      NC: No Credit Cards Accepted      $: Mostly Under $10

$$: Mostly Under $20      $$$: Mostly Under $30      m : Full Bar      e : Entertainment      v : Fish Fry      z: Late Night (10 p.m. & later)

PR: Private Room      &: Reservations Requested      b: Lake View      U : Outdoor Dining      b : Kids’ Menu

SU-WING’S CHINESE RESTAURANT   743 North 
St., Lake Geneva; 262-248-1178. suwinglg.com. 
Closed Mon. L, D, $–$$, cocktails. bPR

TWO SISTERS THAI RESTAURANT  207 N. Main 
St., Walworth; 262-394-5700. Tues.-Fri. lunch 
specials. L, D, $.

YO-SHI JAPANESE RESTAURANT  1823 E. 	
Geneva St. (State Hwy. 50), Delavan; 262-740-
2223. yoshidelavan.com. Hibachi cooking, sushi 
bar. Beer and wine. L, D, $$.  

BARBECUE
LD’S BBQ  2511 Main St., East Troy; 414-610-7675. 
ldsbbq.com. Roadside BBQ featuring slow 
smoked meats, including ribs, brisket, pulled 
pork, smoked sausage, chicken. Carryout only. 
Open Wed.- Sun. $-$$.

NEXT DOOR PUB   411 Interchange North (Hwy. 
120), Lake Geneva; 262-248-9551. nextdoorpub.
com. Pizza, burgers, sandwiches, salads, soups, 
pastas. Dine-in, carryout, delivery. L, D, $. mbz

PAPA’S BBQ PIT STOP  502 Borg Rd., Delavan; 
262-725-2389. papasbbqpit.com. Apple and 
cherrywood smoked BBQ available for pickup, 
delivery or catering. Closed Sun. Open L, D, $-$$.

SMOKEY’S BAR-B-QUE HOUSE  Timber Ridge Lodge 
at Grand Geneva, State Hwy. 50, Lake Geneva; 262-
249-3400. grandgeneva.com. B, L, D (hours vary 
throughout the year), $–$$. mb

CASUAL/BURGERS
ALE STATION FOOD & BREW  2645 Main St., 
East Troy; 262-642-2739. alestation.com. 	
(Formerly the Grist Mill.) Pub food with 32 	
beers on tap. L, D, $-$$. m vb

ANNIE’S BURGER TOWN   645 N. Lincoln St., 
Elkhorn; 262-723-3250. anniesburgertown.com. 
Burgers, salads, sandwiches, appetizers, soups, 
ice cream. Local delivery. L, D, $. vb

BAR 55  The Ridge Hotel, W4240 State Hwy. 	
50, Lake Geneva; 262-249-3800. ridgelake 
geneva.com. Outdoor restaurant with fire 
feature overlooking Lake Como. Specialty sand-
wiches, appetizers, salads. Live entertainment 
on weekends. L, D, $-$$. b U  m e

BAR WEST  The Abbey Resort, 269 Fontana 
Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-9034. theabbeyresort.
com/dining. Featuring small plates, cocktails and 
musical entertainment Wed.-Sat. D, $-$$. me z

BARLEY’S HOPS AND MALT N8720 County Rd. 
N., East Troy; 262-642-7811. Sandwiches, pizza. 
Open daily. L, D, $. mvbz

THE BIG HOUSE BAR AND GRILL N1320 S. Lake 
Shore Dr., Genoa City; 262-279-5700. thebig 
houselakegeneva.com. Burgers, wings, Italian 
beefs and more. L, D, $. m e z

THE BOAT HOUSE BAR & GRILL  2062 S. Lake 
Shore Dr., Lake Geneva; 262-812-4126. theboat 
houselakegeneva.com. Classic American dishes 
including burgers, pizzas, wraps, salads and 
more. Wrap-around deck and boat access. $$. 
U m  b b

BRASS RAIL   130 W. Main St., Whitewater; 262-
473-4038. Bar and grill. L, D, NC, ATM, $. m v

BRUISER’S   689 Milwaukee Ave., Burlington; 262-
763-6008. Subs, pizza, salads. L, D, NC, $. v

CHAMPS SPORTS BAR AND GRILL   747 W. Main 
St., Lake Geneva; 262-248-6008. champslake 
geneva.com. L, D, $. mv zU

THE CHARCOAL GRILL AND ROTISSERIE    580 
Milwaukee Ave., Burlington; 262-767-0000. 
charcoalgrill.com. L, D, $. m vbzPR

CHUCK’S LAKESHORE INN   352 Lake St., 
Fontana; 262-275-3222. chuckslakeshoreinn.
com. Open daily. Burgers and sandwiches. 
Live entertainment some weekends. L, D, $. 
mUe vbzb

COFFEE CUP CAFE   192 Baldwin St., Sharon; 
262-736-4060. Broad menu, daily specials. B, L, 
D, $. vb

THE CORNER KITCHEN   100 Lake St., Twin 
Lakes; 262-877-2456. B, L, D, $. vb

COUNTRYSIDE   W9695 U.S. Hwy. 14, Darien, 
262-882-3224. B, L, D (Open daily.), $. v

DELAVAN FAMILY RESTAURANT   505 S. 7th St., 
Delavan; 262-728-1715. B, L, D, $. vb

DJ’S IN THE DRINK  W3860 North Lake Shore Dr., 
Lake Como; 262-248-8855. View of Lake Como. L, 
D, Visa or Cash accepted, $. ATM, mvbzb

EAST TROY BREWERY  2905 Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-2670. etbrew.com. Fresh, made-from-
scratch menu items plus house-brewed beers. 
Closed Tues. L, D, $-$$. U

841 BREW HOUSE   841 E. Milwaukee St., White-
water; 262-473-8000. 841brewhouse.com. Full 
microbrewery. Open daily. $–$$. mv&PR

ELK RESTAURANT   13 W. Walworth St., Elk-
horn; 262-723-4220. elkrestaurant.com. B, L, 
D, $. v

THE END ZONE BAR & GRILL   4112 Blue Gill Rd., 
Delavan; 262-728-2420. Appetizers, burgers, 
sandwiches. L, D, $. m e v z
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Enjoy Chicago’s Original Gino’s East Pizza 
in Downtown Lake Geneva
        

Choose between our famous 
Deep Dish or Thin Crust pizza

Huge menu of many favorites - 
sandwiches, salads, and entrees

Dine in with spectacular lake view

Open for lunch at 11am

ASK ABOUT OUR BANQUET ROOM OR 

CATERING FOR YOUR NEXT PARTY!

EVERGREEN GOLF CLUB N6246 U.S. Hwy. 12, 
Elkhorn; 262-723-5722. evergreengolf.com. 
Steaks, burgers, ribs. L, D, $-$$. 

FITZGERALD’S GENOA JUNCTION   727 Main 
St., Hwy. B, Genoa City; 262-279-5200. 	
fitzgeraldsfishboil.com. Ribs, fish boil, and 
chicken. Closed Mon.-Tues. D, NC, $. mv

FLAT IRON TAP  150 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-4064. flatirontaplg.com. Gourmet 
burgers, specialty sandwiches, soups and 	
salads, over 100 beer and wine selections. 
Closed Mondays. L, D, $-$$. bz

FLIPPY’S   401 N. Pine St., Burlington; 262-763-
6754. flippysfastfood.com. Casual fast food. 
L, D, $. vb

FORK IN THE ROAD 215 N. Rochester St., 	
Mukwonago; 262-363-7849. forkintheroad 
restaurant.com. A unique twist on American 	
cuisine. Closed Sundays. L, D, $-$$. Umvb

FRED’S PARKVIEW   596 N. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-763-8370. freds-burgers.com. Meat and 
buns fresh from local grocer Gooseberries 
every day. L, D, $.mbz

GABBY’S PALACE   356 N. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-763-4363. Sandwiches, daily specials. 
NC, $. mvbPR

GORDY’S BOAT HOUSE   336 Lake Ave., 
Fontana; 262-275-6800. gordysboats.com. 
Casual dining, Geneva Lake view. Steaks, 
pizza, seafood, sandwiches. Weekend Bloody 
Mary bar. Boat dock, valet parking. L, D, $–$$. 
m e vbbPRz

THE GRAND CAFÉ   Grand Geneva Resort, Lake 
Geneva; 262-249-4788. grandgeneva.com. 
Contemporary American cuisine in a casual 
setting. Breakfast buffet seasonally; Fri. & Sat. 
night prime rib and seafood buffet. B, L, D, 
$–$$. mbPR

GREENIE’S CLUBHOUSE At Delbrook Golf 	
Course, 700 S. 2nd St., Delavan; 262-728-
1339. greeniesclubhouse.com. Pasta, steaks 
and sandwiches. $.mv

HARPOON WILLIE’S PUB & EATERY   10 E. 
Geneva St., Williams Bay; 262-245-6906. 
harpoonwillies.com. Sandwiches, salads and 
house-smoked meats. L, D, $. mzb

HAWK’S VIEW GOLF CLUB W7377 Krueger Rd., 
Lake Geneva; 262-348-9900. hawksviewgolfclub.com. 
Sandwiches, homemade soups. L, D, $-$$. vU

HEART & SÓL CAFÉ  264 Center St., Lake 
Geneva; 262-812-4035. Specializes in organic, 
non-GMO, locally sourced food, drinks and 
smoothies. L, $-$$. 

HOGS AND KISSES   149 Broad St., Lake Gene-
va; 262-248-7447. hogsandkisses.com. D.J. 
and dancing. Closed Mon. L, D, $. mbz

INN BETWEEN   1522 Beckman Dr., Delavan; 
262-728-9824. L, D, $. mbbUz

ISLE OF CAPRI CAFÉ  Lake Lawn Resort, 2400 E. 
Geneva St., (State Hwy. 50), Delavan; 262-728-7950. 
lakelawnresort.com. Choose from a variety of items, 
including espresso drinks and made-from-scratch 
breakfast sandwiches in the morning to gelato, 
Italian-inspired grilled sandwiches and sophisticated 
wood-fire pizzas into the evening. B, L, D. $.

JACKSON’S HOLE   1798 Genesee Rd., Spring-
field; 262-248-1995. Pizza, sandwiches, appetiz-
ers, entrées. L, D, NC, ATM, $. mvbzPR

JO JO’S PIZZA & PASTA 308 State Hwy. 50, 
Delavan; 262-728-5656. jojospizzadelavan.com 
L, D, $-$$. 

LA GRANGE GENERAL STORE  W6098 U.S. Hwy. 
12, Whitewater; 262-495-3327. Sandwiches, 
soups, salads, coffee, smoothies, ice cream. 
L, D, $.

LAKE CITY SOCIAL   111 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-7047. Steaks, sandwiches, salads, 
pastas. L, D. mUbbPR

LAKEHOUSE BREAKFAST BAR & GRILL  N7073 
State Hwy. 12/67, Elkhorn; 262-742-3300. lake-
houseelkhorn.com. Closed Tues. B, L, D, $-$$. 
mvz

LAUDERDALE LANDING   W5625 West Shore Dr., 
Elkhorn; 262-495-8727. lauderdalelanding.com. 
Beautiful lake views, Waterfront Tiki Bar serving 
weekends and holidays. Access the restaurant 
via boat. Serving homemade pizza, sandwich-
es and burgers. Open 11 a.m. daily. L, D, $-$$. 
Ubm bvz

LEFTY’S CHICAGO-STYLE HOT DOGS   N7033 
U.S. Hwy. 12, Elkhorn; 262-215-8266. Hot dogs, 
beef, brats. Carry-out. L, D, NC, $.

LINDEY’S ON BEULAH   W1340 Beach Rd., 
East Troy; 262-642-2600. Pub fare. D, $. 
m e vb&bUPRz

LOOKOUT BAR & EATERY  Lake Lawn Resort, 2400 
E. Geneva St. (State Hwy. 50), Delavan; 262-728-
7950. lakelawnresort.com. Offering picturesque 
views of the lakefront, and serving classic pub fare 
in a relaxed atmosphere. L, D, $-$$. mvbzb

LOPEZ’S ANCHOR INN  1325 Racine St., Delavan; 
262-728-2391. Burgers, Mexican food, ice cream. 
Carry-out only. Closed Mon. L, D, NC, $. v

LUKE’S MARKET STREET ITALIAN SANDWICHES  	
117 W. Market St., Elkhorn; 262-723-4676. 
Sandwiches, shakes, burgers. L, D, $. U

MAD DAN’S RESTAURANT   200 Main St., Twin 
Lakes; 262-877-2586. maddans.com. 	
L (weekends), D, $–$$. m vbb

MANNY’S SNACK SHACK  404 S. Lake Ave., Twin 
Lakes; 262-877-4442. Sandwiches, burgers, salads. 
B, L, $. bb
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Chuck’s lakeshore inn

Open at 11 am everyday • 352 Lake Street, Fontana
262.275.3222 • www.chuckslakeshoreinn.com

IT’S ALL ABOUT OUR CUSTOMERS!

We want to thank our  
loyal customers for their 
support during the last year. 
We are happy to be serving 
you in 2021!

“Chuck’s is a must stop. Go as  
a stranger, leave as a friend!”
 – Customer Comment 

BOOK YOUR PRIVATE EVENT!
262.903.4432

Photo Credit: Customer Julann Taylor

Pies made from scratch...
just like grandma made.

150 East Geneva Square  
Geneva Square Shopping Center

262-248-5100

Key Lime Pie 
4 out of 5 years

Award Winning

u Fruit Pies
u Cream Pies
u Soups, Seasonal
u Sandwiches
u Quiches
u Cappuccino & Coffees
u Beef Pot Pies 
u Chicken Pot Pies
u Cookies
u Muffins 
u Shipping Available

Eat in or Take it to go

Gluten-Free Pies Available

lgpie.com
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MARS RESORT   W4098 S. Shore Drive, off State 
Hwy. 50 on Lake Como, Lake Geneva; 262-245-
5689. mars-resort.com. L, D, $–$$. m e v bUz

NEXT DOOR PUB   411 Interchange North (State 
Hwy. 120), Lake Geneva; 262-248-9551. nextdoor 
pub.com. Pizza, burgers, sandwiches, salads, soups, 
pastas. Dine-in, carryout, delivery. L, D, $. mbz

OAKFIRE RESTAURANT & PIZZERIA  831 Wrigley 
Dr., Lake Geneva; 262-812-8007. oakfirelake 
geneva.com. Specializing in wood-fired Napole-
tana-style pizza. Also serving paninis, flatbreads 
and salads. B, L, D, $-$$. U bmb

PIER 290  1 Liechty Dr, Williams Bay; 262-245-
2100. pier290.com. Focus on clean flavors and 
fresh ingredients. Heated indoor and outdoor 
bar. Accessible by land and water. Boat parking 
available. L, D, $$-$$$. meb&zbUPR

POPEYE’S   811 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva; 262-
248-4381. popeyeslkg.com. Burgers, salads, 
sandwiches, ribs, chicken, lobster and steaks. 
L, D, $–$$$. mUvbb

SAMMY’S ON THE SQUARE  105 Madison St., Walworth; 
262-275-3739. Steaks, sandwiches. B, L, D, $. vb

SECOND SALEM BREWING COMPANY  111 W. 
Whitewater St., Whitewater; 262-473-2920. 	
secondsalem.com. Brewery, full menu of appetiz-
ers and brew-house favorites. L, D, $. m v  zb

SIEMER’S CRUISE–IN BAR & GRILL   107 Kenosha 
St., Walworth; 262-275-9191. Sandwiches, pizza. 
L, D, $.mvz

SPEEDO’S HARBORSIDE CAFÉ   100 Broad St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-248-3835. speedosharborside.com. 
Lake-view, family-friendly, casual dining with home-
made specialties. Open daily, B, L, D, $.mUbvb

SPERINO’S 720 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 262-723-
2222. sperinos.com. Full bar, wine, beer, pizza, burg-
ers, sandwiches, salads. Closed Sun. L, D, $-$$. m

10 PIN PUB  121 Kenosha St., Walworth; 262-394-
4300. 10pinpub.com/pub. Nostalgic eight-lane 
bowling alley with pub food and handmade 
pizza. Closed Mon.-Tues. $ mPR

THE WATERFRONT The Abbey Resort, 269 Fon-
tana Blvd, Fontana; 262-275-9034. theabbey 
resort.com/dining. Casual/Burgers, BBQ. Live 
entertainment on weekends in the summer. Out-
door BBQ. Call for hours. L, D, $-$$. Uvb e 

2894 ON MAIN  2894 Main St., East Troy; 262-
642-9600. 2894onmain.com. Farm-to-fork café. 
Also offers take out. B, L, D, $-$$.m

TOUCH OF CLASS   121 S. Lake Ave., Twin Lakes; 
262-877-3340. Sandwiches. L, D, $. m e z

UPPER CRUST PIZZERIA AND PUB  N1070 County 
Rd. H, Pell Lake; 262-279-2233. uppercrustpizze-
riapub.com Pizza, sandwiches, appetizers. Closed 
Mon.-Tues., L, D, NC, ATM, $. mb

WATERFRONT   408 State Hwy. 50, Delavan; 262-
728-4700. waterfrontdelavan.com. Burgers, flatbreads, 
pasta, steaks, seafood and salads. L, D, $. mvez

COFFEE HOUSE 
AVANT BICYCLE & CAFÉ  234 Broad St., Lake 	
Geneva; 262-203-5141. Coffee bar with bakery 
items plus full-service boutique bicycle shop. 
Open daily, 6 a.m. – 8 p.m. $.

BEAN & VINE COFFEE BAR  The Ridge Hotel, 
W4240 State Hwy. 50, Lake Geneva; 262-249-3800. 
ridgelakegeneva.com. Coffee, tea, bakery treats, wine, 
beer and sandwiches. Open daily. B, L, D, $-$$.

BOXED & BURLAP  2935 State Hwy. 67, Delavan, 
262-374-5497. boxedandburlap.com. Custom 
roasted coffee, espresso bar plus a selection of 
tea and pastry items. Open daily. $. 

CAFÉ GELATO   Grand Geneva Resort, Lake 
Geneva; 262-249-4788. grandgeneva.com. 
Serving Starbucks coffee, bakery treats and 
gelato. B, L, D, $.

CAFÉ LATTE   The Abbey Resort & Spa; 	
269 Fontana Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-6811. 	
theabbeyresort.com. Starbucks coffee, break-
fast treats and grab-and-go foods. B, L, $.

COFFEE MILL  441 Mill St., Fontana; 262-275-
0040. coffeemillfontana.com. Featuring Fair 
Trade certified Anodyne coffee, Rishi teas 
and baked goods from Swiss Maid Bakery in 
Harvard, Il. $.

GROUNDED  116 N. Dodge St., Burlington; 262-
763-8261. Coffee drinks, espressos, lattes and 
cappuccinos. $.

INSPIRED COFFEE  883 W. Main St., Lake 	
Geneva; 262-683-8604. inspiredcoffee.org. 	
Coffee, coffee drinks, tea and locally baked 
goods. Open daily. $.

PEDAL AND CUP   1722 N. State Hwy. 120, 	
Springfield; 262-249-1111. pedalandcup.com. 	
Coffee, smoothies, beer, snacks. 	
Bicycle rental. L, $. 

PERKUP  27 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 262-723-
1287. perkupelkhorn.com. A variety of coffees, 
iced drinks, frappés, and smoothies. Colectivo 
and Door County coffee sold in bulk plus 
baked goods and cereals available. B, L, $-$.
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724 Main Street • Downtown Lake Geneva
262.249.0800 • soprabistro.com

hours
Open For Dinner
7 days at 5 p.m.

“Sopra, an American 
Bistro, opened in the 
spring of 2008 with 
the goal of serving 
fresh and delicious 

Italian-American bold 
flavored foods, with 

global influence, in a 
fun and lively setting 
that makes our guests 
feel at home from the 
moment they walk in 

the door. 

Located on Main 
Street in the heart 
of downtown, Sopra 
Bistro combines the 
laid back atmosphere 
of Lake Geneva with 
the dynamic feel of 

Lincoln Park, Chicago.” 

1254215-1

REMEMBER WHEN COFFEE BAR  313 E. 	
Walworth Ave., Delavan; 262-728-8670. 	
rememberwhenllc.com. Serving coffee drinks, 
espressos, lattes & cappuccinos. Closed Wed. $.

STILLWATER COFFEE COMPANY  1560 N. 
Country Club Pkwy., Elkhorn; 262-723-2301. 
stillwatercoffeecompany.com. Fresh roasted 
coffee, sweet treats and savory bakery items 
plus other light menu choices. Open daily. $

DINER 
DADDY MAXWELL’S   150 Elkhorn Rd., State 
Hwy. 67, Williams Bay; 262-245-5757. daddy-
maxwells.com. B, L, D (Fri.), Closed Tues., NC, 
$, beer. vb

ELIZABETH’S CAFE   322 E. Walworth Ave., Dela-
van; 262-728-3383. Steaks, salads, sandwiches. 
Breakfast served all day. B, L, D, $. bz

GUS’S DRIVE-IN   3131 Main St., East Troy; 262-
642-2929. gussdrivein.com. Cruise night with 
classic cars. L, D, $.

HARRY’S CAFE & PLACE   808 W. Main St., Lake 	
Geneva; 262-248-3494. B, L, D (Fri.-Sat. only), $. mv

JESSICA’S FAMILY RESTAURANT   140 W. Main 
St., Whitewater; 262-473-9890. Breakfast all 
day, daily specials. B, L, D, $. vb

LAKE AIRE RESTAURANT  804 W Main St., Lake 
Geneva; 262-248-9913. lakeairelg.com. Breakfast 
all day. Beer and wine, good selection of desserts. 
L, D, $. Ub

JONI’S DINER   111 Wells St., Lake Geneva; 
262-348-9565. jonisdiner.com. Full breakfast 
menu plus soups, salads, sandwiches and 
burgers. B, L, $. b

LUCKY STAR PUB AND EATERY   864 Milwaukee 
Ave., Burlington; 262-763-2155. eatatluckystar.
com. American, Tex-Mex, Mexican and Italian 
food. B, L, D, $-$$. vbU

OLYMPIC RESTAURANT   748 W. Main St., Lake 
Geneva; 262-248-6541. olympicrestaurant 
lakegeneva.com. Open 24 hours Friday and 
Saturday. B, L, D, $. vb

PRINCESS CAFÉ   2695 Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-5905. B, L, D, $, beer and wine. 
vbz

FRENCH 
SOPRA: AN AMERICAN BISTRO   724 Main St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-249-0800. soprabistro.
com. French, Italian and Spanish cuisine with 
the occasional Asian influence. D, NS, $$. mU

ICE CREAM/	
FROZEN TREATS 
ADRIAN’S FROZEN CUSTARD  572 Bridge St., 
Burlington; 262-763-8562. Homemade cus-
tard since 1974. Hot dogs, desserts. 	
Carry-out. L, D, NC, $. U

BLUE HEAVEN ICE CREAM 105 W. Main St., 
Fontana; 970-319-8911. Offering 24 flavors 
of hand-dipped, premium ice cream from 
Wisconsin vendors: Chocolate Shoppe and 
Purple Door. Open daily 11 a.m. – 9 p.m., $.

COLD STONE CREAMERY   859 W. Main St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-248-4900. coldstone-
creamery.com. Ice cream, ice cream cakes, 
shakes and smoothies. $.

DIP IN THE BAY  105 N. Walworth Ave., Wil-
liams Bay; 262-607-3032. dipinthebay.com. 
Offering over 25 dairy fresh real hand-dipped 
ice cream flavors. $.

J. LAUBER’S ICE CREAM PARLOR  2010 Church 
St., East Troy; 262-642-3679. jlaubers.com. 
Authentic 1920’s-style ice cream parlor with 
old-fashioned ice cream treats. Accepts 
credit cards. $.

KILWINS CHOCOLATE AND ICE CREAM 
SHOP   772 W. Main St., Lake Geneva; 262-248-
4400. kilwins.com/lakegeneva. Homemade 
fudge, candies and ice cream. Open daily. $.

YOGEEZE FROZEN YOGURT 253 Center St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-203-5550. yogeeze.com. Build 
your own yogurt creation using 15 changing 
yogurt flavors and over 40 different toppings. $.

IRISH 
FOLEY’S   W3905 State Hwy. 50 (at Hwy. 50 and 
Chapin Rd.), Lake Geneva; 262-245-6966. Full 
Irish fare Wed.-Sun. in the dining room, Pub open 
7 days a week. L, D, $-$$. m

ITALIAN 
CAFÉ CALAMARI   10 E. Geneva St., Williams 
Bay; 262-245-9665. cafecalamari.com. 	
Upscale Italian. Extensive wine list. D, $$–$$$, 
dressy casual attire requested. m&bU

CLOCK TOWER PIZZA  272 Broad St., Lake 	
Geneva; 262-729-5577. clocktowerpizza.com. 
Pizza, Chicago-style hot dogs, Italian beef, ham-
burgers, gyros and ice cream. L, D, $.  U

ENZOS PIZZA  464 East Geneva St., Elkhorn; 
262-379-2022. facebook.com/Enzos-Pizza.	
Homemade pizza dough and sauce plus 	
salads, wings, Italian beef sandwiches and 
more. Open daily. $.

FANATICO  162 W. Main St., Whitewater; 262-
472-0747. fanaticowhitewater.wixsite.com. Au-
thentic Italian cuisine. Closed Mon., L, D, $-$$ m

GENOA PIZZA   2678 E. Main St., East Troy; 262-
642-9775. Dine-in, carryout, delivery. L, D, $. z

GINO’S EAST   300 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-2525. ginoseastlakegeneva.com. 
Chicago’s original deep dish pizza, Italian sand-
wiches, salads and entrées. L, D, $–$$. mbU
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GUS’ PIZZA PALACE   139 W. Center, Whitewater; 
262-473-3562. Pizza, chicken, gyros. Dine-in, 
carryout, delivery. D, $-$$.

HOLI CANNOLI   N7065 U.S. Hwy 12, Elkhorn; 
262-742-2500. holicannoli.com. Homemade, 
gourmet, Italian cuisine, brick oven pizza. Wed.-
Sun., D, $-$$. m

LARDUCCI PIZZERIA   20 S. Washington St., 
Elkhorn; 262-723-6668. larducci.com. Carry-out 
only. D, NC, $-$$.

LUIS’S PIZZA  W3410 S. Lake Shore Dr., Lake 
Geneva; 262-248-6810. luisspizza.com. Carryout 
or delivery of pizza, Italian beef, burgers, wings, 
and more. Open 7 days a week. (Hours may 
vary in winter.) L, D. $-$$

MAMA CIMINO’S  131 N. Wells St., Lake Geneva; 
262-348-9077. mamaciminos.net. Pizza, pasta, 
sandwiches and wings. L, D, $-$$. z

NAPOLI’S RESTAURANT   132 N. Pine St., Burling-
ton; 262-763-8390. napoliburlington.com. Dine-
in, carryout, delivery. Closed Tues. L (Wed.– Fri.), 
D, $-$$. mvbz&

NEXT DOOR PUB   411 Interchange North (Hwy. 
120), Lake Geneva; 262-248-9551. nextdoorpub.
com. Pizza, burgers, sandwiches, salads, soups, 
pastas. Dine-in, carryout, delivery. L, D, $. mbz

OAKFIRE RESTAURANT & PIZZERIA  831 
Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva; 262-812-8007.	
oakfirelakegeneva.com. Specializing in 
wood-fired Napoletana-style pizza. Also 
serving paninis, flatbreads and salads. B, L, 
D, $-$$. U  bmb

PAISANO’S ON BROADWAY  5614 Broadway, 
Richmond, IL; 815-678-4500. paisanosonbroad 
way.com. Authentic Italian cuisine in a casual 
yet elegant bistro setting. Closed Mon. D, $ - 
$$. m &

PINO’S LAST CALL  545 Kenosha St., Walworth; 
262-275-6698. pinoslastcall.com. Pizza, pasta. 
Dine-in, carryout, delivery. Closed Mon. L (Fri.-
Sun.), D, $.

PIZZA RANCH  28 W. Hidden Trail, Elkhorn; 262-723-
7880. pizzaranch.com. Our menu includes pizza, 
fried chicken, and a full buffet. L, D, $.

PRIVATO PIZZA BISTRO  2 W. Geneva St, Williams 
Bay; 262-729-3016. privatopizzabistro.com. Pizza, 
calzones, salads and more. Closed Mon. and Tues., 
D, $-$$. mU

RIGA-TONY’S   5576 State Hwy. 50, Delavan; 
262-740-2540. rigatonysdelavan.com. Pasta, 
sandwiches, soups, breads and desserts. Deli. 
Open Wed.-Sun. L, D, $.

RISTORANTÉ BRISSAGO   Grand Geneva Resort 
and Spa, Lake Geneva; 262-249-4788. grand-
geneva.com. Upscale Italian. Extensive wine list. 
Open Tues-Sat. D, $$-$$$. mb& PR

ROMA’S RISTORANTÉ    N8416 County Rd. ES, 
East Troy; 262-642-5353. romaswi.com. Pizza 
and pastas. L, D, $–$$. mvzbUPR

ROSA’S ITALIAN RESTAURANT   180 W. Main St., 
Whitewater; 262-472-9857. eatrosas.com. Italian 
entrees, pizza. Carryout or delivery. D, $. z

SOPRA: AN AMERICAN BISTRO   724 Main St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-249-0800. soprabistro.com. 
Contemporary American twist on Bistro classics. 
D, $$. mU

SPERINO’S   720 N. Wisconsin Ave., Elkhorn; 
262-723-2222. sperinos.com. Italian cuisine. 
Local delivery. Closed Sun. L, D, $$. mv 
b  PR

SWEET AROMA RISTORANTÉ  W7404 County 
Rd. X, Delavan; 262-728-6878. Authentic Italian 
cuisine. Closed Mon.-Tues., D, $$-$$$. &m

10 PIN PUB  121 Kenosha St., Walworth; 262-
394-4300. 10pinpub.com/pub. Nostalgic 8-lane 
bowling alley with pub food and handmade 
pizza. Sat.-Sun. L, D; Mon.-Fri. D, Closed Mon.-
Tues. $. mPR

TOPPER’S PIZZA   325 W. Center St., Whitewater; 
262-473-4343. Grinders, pizza, salads. Carryout, 
delivery. L, D, $. z

TUSCAN TAVERN AND GRILL   	
430 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 262-248-0888. 	
thetuscantavernandgrill.com. Specializing in 
Italian classics, mouth-watering charbroiled 
steaks and artisan brick oven pizzas. L, D, 
$-$$. mb&PR

VESUVIO’S LITTLE ITALY   617 E. Washington 
St., Delavan; 262-740-1762. delavanpizza.com. 
Carry-out, local delivery. (Open at 3 p.m. 
Tues.-Sun.) $.

ZUMPANO’S RISTORANTE & PIZZERIA   180 E. 
Chestnut St., Burlington; 262-767-0581. 	
zumpanospizza.com. Closed Tues. 	
Sandwiches, ribs, pizza. D, $–$$. mb

MEDITERRANEAN
MEDUSA GRILL AND BISTRO   501 Broad St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-249-8644. medusagrilland 
bistro.com. Mediterranean Cuisine. Beer and 
wine. Lounge. Open Tues.-Sat. D, $-$$. &me

MEXICAN/SOUTHWESTERN
ARANDAS MEXICAN GRILL  322 S. 7th St., Dela-
van; 262-725-6518. Extensive menu featuring 
Mexican cuisine as well as margaritas and 
beer. Open daily, L, D, $. 

DOS AMIGOS 2   2678 Main St., East Troy; 262-
642-6446. Southwestern, Mexican. Margaritas 
and beer. L, D, $. b

HERNANDEZ EL SARAPE  212 S. 7th St., Delavan; 262-
728-6443. hernandez-restaurant.com. L, D, $. mU

LOS COMPADRES   725 N. Milwaukee Ave., 
Burlington; 262-763-6018. loscompadresbur 
lington.net. Mexican cuisine. L, D, $. bU PR

LOS TRES HERMANOS  31 N. Wisconsin St., 	
Elkhorn; 262-379-1658. los3hermanos.com. 
Authentic Mexican cuisine. L, D, $$. bm

LUCKE’S CANTINA   220 Elkhorn Rd., Williams 
Bay; 262-245-6666. luckescantina.com. 	
Mexican cuisine. B, L, D, $. mU

SPECIALTY
BARRIQUE WINE & BREW BAR  835 Wrigley Dr., 
Lake Geneva; 262-248-1948. barriquewinebar.com. 
Specializing in wines, appetizers, soups, salads, 
flatbreads, desserts. Dog-friendly. D, $-$$. bU

BODI’S BAKE SHOP   306 E. Main St., Twin Lakes; 
262-877-8090. Specialty cakes, full service 
bakery. Open daily until 3 p.m.

CONSTANT CRAVINGS   152 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-8450. constantcravings.net. Gourmet popcorn 
and confections. Open daily. Hours vary by season.

THE BOTTLE SHOP  617 W. Main St., Lake Geneva; 
262-348-9463. thebottleshoplakegeneva.com. 
Wine, craft beer and spirits store carries a selection 
of over 400 unique wines from over 20 different 
countries, casual tastings on Saturday afternoons, 
wine bar offers a selection of wines available by the 
glass or bottle. eU

ELEGANT FARMER  1545 Main St., Mukwonago; 
262-363-6770. elegantfarmer.com. Home 
of the award-winning Apple Pie Baked in a 
Paper Bag. Offering a wide variety of baked 
goods, deli items and fresh cider. $.

GREEN GROCER  24 W. Geneva St., Williams 
Bay; 262-245-9077. greengrocergenevalake.
com. Deli menu, dinners to go, catering, 	
boutique wines and beer. L, D, $.

LAKE GENEVA PIE COMPANY   150 E. Geneva 
Square, Lake Geneva; 262-248-5100. lgpie.
com. Catering, fresh soups, sandwiches, and 
pies. Zero trans-fat pies available. Closed Sun. 
B, L, $-$$. 

LORELEI BITTNER'S BAKERY  495 Interchange 
N., Lake Geneva; 262-248-1740. bittnersbak-
ery.com. Featuring traditional bakery favor-
ites, brownies, cupcakes, European pastries, 
cakes for all occasions. Open Wed.-Sat., 7 
a.m. – 5 p.m.  

RIVER VALLEY RANCH   39900 W. 60th St., 
Burlington (State Hwy. 50 and Cty. Rd. 
P); 262-235-2555. rivervalleykitchens.com. 
Pickled mushrooms, specialty sauces, and 
produce. Open daily.

SIMPLE BAKERY & MARKET  521 Broad St., 
Lake Geneva; 262-248-2190. simplebakery-
andmarket.com. Fresh food and baked goods 
made with ingredients from local farmers. B, 
L. $. b

TOPSY TURVY BREWERY 727 Geneva St., Lake 
Geneva; 262-812-8323. topsyturvybrewery.
com. Brewery and tap room plus non-	
alcoholic beverages and snacks. Hours vary 
depending on season. $. U

THYME ON GENEVA LAKE  106 W. Main St., 
Fontana; 262-394-5292. thymeonthelake.com. 
Offering order-ahead, hassle-free complete 
meals ready to pick up. Call for our weekly 
menu. Closed Sun. and Mon.

WICKED POKE HUT  120 Broad St., Lake 	
Geneva; 262-812-8041. wickedpokehut.com.  
Hawaiian cuisine showcasing fresh ingredi-
ents in a signature bowl or in custom poke 
creations. Closed Monday, L, D, $$

STEAKHOUSE
ANTHONY’S STEAK AND SEAFOOD HOUSE   	
W3354 State Hwy 50, Lake Geneva; 262-248-
1818. D, $$$. mvbPR

GENEVA CHOPHOUSE  Grand Geneva Resort, 
Lake Geneva; 262-249-4788. grandgeneva.
com/restaurants/geneva-chophouse. Sea-
food, chops and steak. Br., D, $$$. m&

THE HUNT CLUB STEAKHOUSE AT GENEVA  
NATIONAL   555 Hunt Club Court, Lake 
Geneva; 262-245-7200. huntclubsteakhouse.
com. Steaks, chops, seafood, award-winning 
cuisine, fresh pheasant, duck, salmon. D, $$$. 
mbPR&

THE VILLAGE SUPPER CLUB   1725 S. Shore 
Dr., Delavan; 262-728-6360. villagesupper 
clubdelavan.com. Italian, steaks, chops. L, D, 
$$-$$$. m e vbz&bUPR

240o WEST  The Abbey Resort, 269 Fontana 
Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-9034. theabbey 
resort.com/dining. Steaks, chops, seafood, 
BBQ, small plates and salads. B, D, Br on 
Sunday, $$-$$$. mb e

Visit atthelakemagazine.com to browse 	

our directory online.  
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SAVOY RESTAURANT AND VIOLETTE PATISSERIE
W 4190 WEST END ROAD

LAKE GENEVA WISCONSIN 53147

ELEGANT AL FRESCO DINING

SAVOYLAKEGENEVA.COM | (262) 394-3900 | 



T H E  L A K E  G E N E V A

experience

THEABBEYRESORT.COM | 269 FONTANA BLVD. FONTANA, WI 53125 |  (800) 709 -  1323

your ideal lake geneva escape

The perfect Lake Geneva experience starts at The Abbey Resort and 

Avani Spa. Whether you're relaxing at Avani's atrium pool after a day of 

rejuvenating spa treatments, boating on the beautiful lake or enjoying 

fresh fare and live entertainment at our outstanding restaurants, The 

Abbey Resort is your ideal Lake Geneva escape this summer season. 
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GilbertsonGilbertson’’s Stained Glass Studios Stained Glass Studio
Designers and creators of art glass windows, sculptures and gifts. For your home, business or place of worship. 

Entryways, bathroom windows, transoms, cabinets & room dividers.

Liturgical & historical restoration 

We also do fusing, etching, beveling and bending of glass.

705 Madison St., Lake Geneva, WI 53147
262-248-8022

www.stainedartglass.com

Visit our showroom and studio where we have many 
stained glass panels, ornaments and gifts for sale. 

 
Or let us create a custom stained glass piece to suit your 

fancy and your pocketbook. 

Creating Beautiful Custom Creating Beautiful Custom 
Stained Glass since 1975Stained Glass since 1975
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"Oh, the summer night, has 
a smile of light, and she sits 

on a sapphire throne."
 BRYAN WALLER PROCTOR
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