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YOUR LAKEFRONT EXPERTS
Whether you are looking for the perfect property to buy or you’re ready 
to sell the home you’ve invested in all these years, choosing the right 
real estate agent to represent you is the most critical factor you face. 

You need an expert you can trust. Choose a local lakefront expert.



880 West Main Street, Lake Geneva 

262.348.0200

wisconsin

WE’RE BLAZING TRAILS 
IN LAKE GENEVA

As one of Southeast Wisconsin’s fastest growing brokerage 

firms, and the #1 firm in Chicagoland, @properties has 

become the go-to choice for Lake Geneva area home buyers 

and sellers looking for the best results in local real estate.  

Source: BrokerMetrics LLC, Closed Sales Volume, Residential Properties, Chicagoland, 1-1-2020 to 12-31-2020



880 West Main Street, Lake Geneva 

262.348.0200

wisconsin

WE’RE BLAZING TRAILS 
IN LAKE GENEVA

As one of Southeast Wisconsin’s fastest growing brokerage 

firms, and the #1 firm in Chicagoland, @properties has 

become the go-to choice for Lake Geneva area home buyers 

and sellers looking for the best results in local real estate.  

Source: BrokerMetrics LLC, Closed Sales Volume, Residential Properties, Chicagoland, 1-1-2020 to 12-31-2020



6   n   atthelakemagazine.com

 
Dear Readers, 

Many years, winter is my favorite season. I love it when the world gets quiet and still outside, and we give 
ourselves license to stay wrapped up and warm inside our houses with a good book, a new recipe or a long-
delayed project. Especially in the Lake Geneva area, which can feel so overwhelmingly bustling, absolutely 
bursting with activity during the summer, winter provides a pleasant pause — an opportunity to take a breath, 
to catch up and to dream new things.

Winter can also be a deeply beautiful time of year, as our Digital Editor and Photographer Holly Leitner captured on page 42 in 
her photo essay “Frozen Beauty,” a series of photographs taken last year during a once-in-a-lifetime weather event that left the area 
glistening like a fantasy land. And speaking of Holly, she and her husband, Sean Marquis, have some great suggestions to share about 
creating a cozy retreat similar to their charming log cabin vacation rental in “Cozy Chalet Getaway,” on page 88. If you’re looking 
for a good article to curl up with under a blanket, check out “Spying the Skies” on page 32, where we dig into the history of a nearly 
forgotten military installation between Williams Bay and Elkhorn that played a vital role in the nation’s Cold War military defense 
strategy in the 1950s. And finally, if your winter project is planning your wedding (congratulations!), then our 12th annual Wedding 
Guide, “Getting Married At the Lake,” on page 55, will give you plenty of inspiration.

Here at At the Lake, we will be spending the winter dreaming up some new ideas for 2022 — I can’t wait to share them with you 
over the next several months. And don’t forget to order your 2022 At the Lake calendars, available in our online store, full of gorgeous 
photography of the Lake Geneva area and reminders of the most popular local events and festivals in every season. Because love it or 
hate it, winter doesn’t last forever.

 
 
 
Anne Morrissy, Editor 

//  EDITOR'S PAGE  //

Carpet & Rug 
Cleaning Specialists

Contact us today to get in our schedule.

(262) 248-8204 • ArtisticCleaners.net

CARPET.  FURNITURE.  AREA RUG WASHING.

SPOT & ODOR.  TILE & GROUT.  VCT & LINOLEUM. 

LEATHER.  FLOOD EXTRACTION.  HARDWOOD.

“We clean it all, just call!”
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JANIS HARTLEY

A Leader in Luxury Sales On the Lake,
In the Country, & On the Golf Course Since 2003. 

Top 5 Keefe Real Estate 2020 • # 1 Geneva National Agent, 2020, 2019, 2018, 2017 

Top 45 Metro MLS Agents and Top 5 Walworth County Sales 2020

OVER $35,000,000 SOLD IN 2020!

262.745.3630 | SELLINGLAKEGENEVA.COM
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CHRISTINE FOX & ASSOCIATES
The Team that Sells with Heart & Knowledge  •  24/7/365

262.903.0717 cell   262.728.1013 direct
cfox@shorewest.com  •  christinefox.shorewest.com

#1 Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Dollar Volume Sold 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 & 2021
Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Units Sold 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 & 2021
Shorewest REALTORS® Delavan Office Units Sold & Dollar Volume 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 & 2021 
Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Team 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 & 2021

Awarded RealTRENDS Top 1% of All Practicing Agents Nationwide 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 & 2021 

CHRISTINE FOX IS RECOGNIZED AS

WELCOME HOME TO BAILEY ESTATES — WILLIAMS BAY, WI

MAKE YOUR HOME EXACTLY WHAT YOU WANT — CALL TODAY!

3 EASY STEPS:
1.  Pick your lot and home design — ranch or two-story. 

Choose from six ranch styles and six two-story styles

2. Visit the design center to pick the finish details.

3. Relax while we build your dream home.

THEN come to the closing table and MOVE IN!

• NO CONSTRUCTION LOAN NEEDED
• BUILDER FINANCED UNTIL CLOSING

Lender pre-approval required at time of down payment. 
See sales agent for lender recommendations.

ADDITIONAL QUALITY, CUSTOM HOME SUBDIVISIONS AVAILABLE TO YOU FROM GERSTAD BUILDERS

McHenry, IL Richmond, IL Poplar Grove, ILWilliams Bay, WI

$5,000 DOWN TO HOLD A SPECIFIC LOT
+

$15,000 DOWN TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION
$20,000 TOTAL DOWN FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION



STUDIOMDESIGNCENTER.COM       763.717.8500
Lake Geneva        300 Sage Street
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Visit our website and sign up for our e-newsletter at
www.atthelakemagazine.com; follow us on ...

	 @AtTheLakemag	 or become a Facebook Fan

No portion of this magazine may be reproduced without prior 
written permission by the publisher. ©2021 Nei-Turner Media  
Group, Inc. All rights reserved. Prepress services and printing by  
LSC Communications, Pontiac, IL.

Unsolicited material must be accompanied by return postage.  
At The Lake® magazine assumes no liability for damage or loss. 
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To get the most recent real estate statistics & market evaluations, 
please contact me for all of your lake/lakefront buying & selling needs.

I have lakefront buyers looking for homes. 
Please contact me to sell yours quickly!

Ranked in the top 1% of Wisconsin AgentsRanked in the top 1% of Wisconsin Agents
Luxury, Renovation Specialist, Full Service Real Estate AgentLuxury, Renovation Specialist, Full Service Real Estate Agent

262.581.6554 | dbrongiel@keeferealestate.com | LakeGenevaLifestyle.com

Let me help you find 

including off market homes!

The Home of 
your Dreams!
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Indoor • Outdoor Lighting
LEDs • Bulbs • Fans

Lamp Repairs • Shades

Visit our huge showroom  for personalized service
Shop with us online at www.caravellelight.com
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TREATMENTS
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SHADES & BLINDS

MOTORIZATION
UPHOLSTERY
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262.903.9282
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262.203.1966
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Explore Lake Lawn Resort. This historic Lake Geneva area landmark, set along two miles of Delavan Lake’s 

shoreline, is the ultimate destination for year-round getaways, retreats, weddings, meetings, and events.

Located just 10 minutes west of Lake Geneva, Lake Lawn Resort is a full-service resort offering spacious and 

well-appointed guest rooms, 18-hole championship golf, beautiful walking trails along the lake, fire pits for 

chilly outdoor evenings, an indoor pool, a complete exercise gym, a spa, and multiple dining options.
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CHICAGO   |   LAKE GENEVA   |   HOUSTON   |   TAMPA

K10 European Collection offers unique design, quality and value sourced world wide to 
enhance any residential, commercial or hospitality project. A collection of cabinetry, 

gemstone, quartz, windows, doors, lighting, plumbing, and hardware is available.

K10 European Collection  •  Unique Surface
726 Geneva St. Lake Geneva, WI 53147

www.k10euro.com

Custom and Standard European Cabinetry

Powder Coated Aluminum Custom Windows and Doors
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l  You help build community. 
l  You invest in entrepreneurship. 
l  You help make the community a destination.
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The Inland name and logo are registered trademarks being used under license.
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Join Inland. Call 866-214-7500.
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THEABBEYRESORT.COM | 269 FONTANA BLVD. FONTANA, WI 53125 |  (800) 709 -  1323

THE LAKE GENEVA EXPERIENCE
The perfect Lake Geneva experience starts at The Abbey Resort. 

Whether you're watching the sunrise from your cozy harbor view guest 

room, enjoying fresh fare and live entertainment at our outstanding 

restaurants, or warming up at the bonfire with s'mores after a day of 

harborside ice skating, The Abbey Resort is your perfect winter escape. 

Winter WonderlandWinter Wonderland
- T H E  A B B E Y  R E S O RT  -
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HOME & GARDEN

414-815-6638

325 Kenosha Street (Hwy 67) Walworth, WI M, W, Th, F & Saturday 10-5

12,000 sq ft of inspiration
to get you excited about making

your home uniquely yours!
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Proud Supporters Of 

#1714148 – DELAVAN:  Build the home of your 
dreams on this gorgeous, corner lot across the 
street from new million dollar lakefront homes 
with partial lake views of Delavan Lake. Select 
your Shodeen Homes floor plan and elevations.  

$550,000 Shari Rauland Mohr 262-745-2956 

#1714149 – DELAVAN:  Select your Shodeen 
Homes floor plan and elevations and then 
choose your favorite finishes and features. But 
hurry because one of these three beautiful lots 
is sold and only two remain!   

Shari Rauland Mohr 262-745-2956 

 The Rauland Agency, Inc. -REALTORS® 
www.raulandagency.com   262-275-2185 

#1767582 – WALWORTH:  Rare opportunity to 
have one of the largest Library Square      
Townhome units with a Master Bedroom Suite 
on the first floor. Extra large Trex deck. Granite 
counter tops in kitchen and baths.  

$369,500 Bob Rauland 262-949-5494 

#1734485 – DELAVAN TOWNSHIP:              
Developers & builders - This property          
consists of 2 adjoining parcels - Phase one of 
this development is complete - Well located on 
Lot 23 - Site plan for potential development on 
file.  $445,000 Becky Merwin 262-215-4000 

#1745600 – ELKHORN:  History still in the 
making with this 3 bedroom 1.5 bath home 
with a 2 car garage that has been in the same 
family for 5 generations.  
 

$415,000 Connie Poggensee 262-215-7644 

UNDER CONTRACT 

 #1743812 – DELAVAN:  4 Bedroom, 3-1/2 Bath, 
2198 SF, 2 Story, 1 Owner Home on the South 
Shore of Delavan Lake.   Only 1 Mile away from 
the Public Park and Boat Launch.   
 

$448,500 Harry Mohr 262-745-2953 
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//  CURRENTS  ////  CURRENTS  //

RENOVATIONS BEGIN AT  
LAKE GENEVA PUBLIC LIBRARY
The first phase of a multiyear 
renovation project is underway as the 
Lake Geneva Public Library looks 
to add more workspace and privacy 
while reconfiguring the layout of its 
bookshelves with accessibility in mind, 
according to Director Emily Kornak. 
“It needs to be redone in a thoughtful 
and intentional way for people to use or 
have the space they need to work, read or 
study in or to find what they’re looking 
for,” she says. “That’s kind of the goal.”

During this phase, the renovation plans 
aim to expand the footprint of the 
library’s youth area and move offices and 
staff rooms to the Main Street side of the 
building in order to maximize patron 
use of the building’s expansive lake view 
windows. As part of the reconfiguration, 
two private reading rooms will be added. 
“Because it’s an open floor plan, sound 
travels in very strange ways,” Kornak 
says. Additional updates include: 

expanding and moving public restrooms 
to the lobby area; restoring the building’s 
original fireplace; updating the carpeting; 
and installing a new HVAC system. This 
phase of the renovation will also add a 
“program patio” outside the library’s 
lake-facing lobby doors for the purpose 
of hosting youth programs, activities 
and children’s storytimes as weather 
permits, according to Kornak. Outdoor 
programming space became a high 
priority identified as part of COVID-19 
health and safety protocols.

The renovation process began in 
September with asbestos abatement, 
and the current phase of the project is 
expected to be completed by the end of 
January or early February, Kornak says. 
The timing of subsequent phases of the 
renovation will depend on funding. So 
far, the capital campaign has raised about 
$700,000, with the city of Lake Geneva 
approving funding for the new carpeting, 
HVAC system and lobby doors. The 
library will cover the remainder of the 

estimated $1 million price tag with 
reserves and endowments.

Though plans are not yet in place, 
Kornak says the library “definitely” will 
mark the grand reopening in a special 
way. “Everyone will be really ready to 
celebrate this, and I think it’ll be a lot of 
fun,” she says. 

As part of the library’s additional 
fundraising efforts, Kornak says there are 
two new gift donation options available. 
The 100 Extraordinary Women display 
will appear over the renovated fireplace 
off the lobby and will provide an 
opportunity for donors to commemorate 
an extraordinary woman in their lives. 
Donors can also choose to adopt and 
engrave a patio paver in the new outdoor 
patio space in honor of themselves or 
their gift recipient. All proceeds from 
these initiatives will fund the renovation 
project and new furniture, shelving 
and equipment. For information or to 
donate, visit www.lakegeneva.lib.wi.us. 

A representative rendering of the completed library renovations. Courtesy of FEH Design and the Lake Geneva Public Library.
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• Lower Level Rec Room

Curious About What Is Currently
For Sale On Lake Geneva?

If you’d like to receive a Free Weekly list
of Lake Geneva Waterfront Homes, go to:
www.LakeGenevaWaterFrontHomes.com

Your Complete Resource...
for Lake Front Property in the Lake Geneva Area is

Bob Webster
at www.LakeGenevaProperty.com

Bob Webster is the highest producing Lake Geneva lakefront specialist over the last 10 years

Keefe Real Estate
751 Geneva Pkwy N.
Lake Geneva, WI 53147

Bob Webster Has Been The Top Producing Lake Geneva Lakefront Specialist Over The Last 25 YearsBob Webster Has Been The Top Producing Lake Geneva Lakefront Specialist Over The Last 25 Years
(based on number of transactions)

SALESPERSON OF THE YEAR

$53 Million in Volume

AWARDS
CEREMONY

2020

BOB WEBSTER

HIGHEST VOLUME
COMPANY-WIDE

“A STRING OF PEARLS” GALA 
RAISES MONEY FOR FIRST 
RESPONDERS
Almost 90 years after the Riviera 
Ballroom was first constructed, the city 
of Lake Geneva hosted a fundraiser on 
Aug. 28 in the newly renovated space to 
raise money for the city’s first responders. 

“Shortly after I was elected in 2020, I 
was having a conversation with the fire 
chief, and he told me about this cost 
they were incurring,” Lake Geneva 
Mayor Charlene Klein explains. She says 
a firefighter who wants to become an 
emergency medical technician (EMT) 
must pay for training out of pocket, 
and expenses run as high as $4,500 per 
person. “Not just that, but they have to 
take time off to go to training, which 
involves several months on nights or 
weekends.” Like many rural areas in the 
country, Lake Geneva has no full-time 
firefighters and is short-staffed. 

The gala fundraiser featured music by 
the Glenn Miller Orchestra. Klein says 
that when booking the entertainment, 
she was looking to feature one of the 
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Christopher  
Mulka 
Broker
708.738.9289 
cmulka@atproperties.com

With over $200 million in sales* the Martha Cucco Team is ready to help with any 
real estate needs in both Illinois and Wisconsin.

Martha  
cucco 

broker associate
262.949.4493 
martha@atproperties.com licensed in wisconsin & illinois

*MRED, LLC, based on closed sales data, 1/1/1989-9/15/2020.

big bands still in existence from the 
1930s, when the Riviera first opened. 
The evening’s theme — A String of Pearls 
— referenced one of the orchestra’s most 
popular songs, and Klein says the majority 
of women who attended dressed the part.

According to Klein, the event was a 
success. Around 200 people attended 
the gala, and a silent auction brought in 
an additional $7,000, bringing the total 

raised to around $73,000 in support 
of first responders. “Anything like this 
builds a sense of community [and] builds 
an awareness of things perhaps people 
didn’t know before,” Klein says. 

TOWN OF DELAVAN 
CELEBRATES OPENING  
OF WATERS EDGE 
Town of Delavan officials and members 
of the Parks and Tourism Committee 

celebrated a ribbon cutting on Oct. 23 for 
Waters Edge, a new wedding and event 
venue located in Delavan Township Park. 
The facility occupies the same space as a 
former storage shed that was occasionally 
used for township events, and offers a 
significantly upgraded event venue space 
designed to maximize its prime Delavan 
lakefront location. “This location is really 
the crown jewel for the Town of Delavan,” 
explains Executive Event Director Becky 
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Ex perience More 
TOGETHER

Find everything you need for your next lakeside getaway at Delavan Lake Resort.

LakeDelavanResort.com
262.728.2200

1505 South Shore Drive Delavan, WI 53115
– Managed by Lake Lawn Resort Management Company –

Dreyer, who came on board two years ago 
to help guide the project.

Dreyer credits Parks and Tourism 
Committee member Kevin Kiekhafer 
with spearheading the idea of a modern, 
rentable event venue in Delavan 
Township Park more than five years ago 
— he is also the person who came up 
with the venue’s name. The new space 
contains a lower level that includes a 
prep kitchen, patio, restrooms and event 
space to accommodate up to 240 guests 
comfortably, as well as an upper-level 
loft with a walk-out balcony overlooking 
Delavan Lake. Dreyer says that the site 
also affords the option of a lakefront tent 
setup or a lakeside ceremony.

More than 800 people toured the site 
and venue as part of the grand opening 
weekend, which featured food trucks, 
dance performances, a craft fair and 
kids’ games and activities. Dreyer says 
there are already several weddings and 
events scheduled in the space for 2022, 
with the Town of Delavan’s Winterfest 
on January 15 set as the first major 
event of the year.  
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Commercial • Athletic Fields

Residential • Installation & Service

sdldelavan@sbcglobal.net

PO BOX 311 
DELAVAN, WI 53115 

Office • 262-728-6400  
Cell • 262-749-0722

THE KING OF CONFIDENCE: A TALE OF UTOPIAN DREAMERS, 
FRONTIER SCHEMERS, TRUE BELIEVERS, FALSE PROPHETS, 
AND THE MURDER OF AN AMERICAN MONARCH  
BY MILES HARVEY

A nonfiction account of the sensational and dramatic life of the 19th 
century self-professed Mormon prophet James Jesse Strang, who 
originally established a settlement east of Lake Geneva before moving his 
community of believers further north. An entertaining true tale of grift, 
miracles, controversy and murder. 

MAILBOAT  
BY DANIELLE LINCOLN HANNA

Montana author Hanna has set her murder mystery series locally, on Lake 
Geneva Cruise Line’s famous “Mailboat.” The premise: What if one of the 
mail jumpers happened to discover a body in the lake? Told from rotating 
perspectives, this book is a page-turner and the author’s diligent research 
in Lake Geneva shows. Readers who enjoy this one will be happy to learn 
there are several more books that follow in this series. 
 

SHOPPING, SEDUCTION & MR. SELFRIDGE  
BY LINDY WOODHEAD

Immerse yourself in the early 1900s when self-made Harry Selfridge 
opened the first department store, Selfridge’s, in London. Before moving 
to England, the Wisconsin-born Harry and his wife, Rose, summered 
in Lake Geneva at their lakefront estate, Harrose Hall. This book shares 
details of the opulent acres of retail at Selfridge’s and the extravagant 
lifestyle of Harry Selfridge himself. For fans of “Masterpiece Theater,” 
“Downton Abbey” or general biography. 

BLACK POINT  
BY JEROME T. BURKE

In this time-travel romance, a present-day lawyer stranded a century 
before his time contends with saving a woman from an impending boat 
disaster. Not to be confused with Black Point Estate and Gardens, this 
historical fiction novel, set in Lake Geneva, takes place in Harry Selfridge’s 
era, with Chicago’s Pullman Strike as a backdrop. Great for descriptions of 
Lake Geneva circa 1895, or for fans of “The Time Traveler’s Wife” and “The 
Devil in the White City.”

Lake Geneva Public Library Director Emily Kornak shares some of her 
favorite winter reads with local ties.

EMILY’S CORNER



Diane Krause
262.215.4893

Kevin Krause
262.745.1447

Life is Simple...Just Add Water

*MLS stats 1/1/19-1/1/20 **Flexmls®, based on closed sales data 2020. Stop looking, start finding® 

KRAUSETEAM@ATPROPERTIES.COM

N2565 S Como Rd 
Lake Geneva • $750,000

 187 Conference Pt 
Williams Bay • $575,000

W3697 Lake Shore Dr 
Lake Geneva • $599,000

4134 Bennett St 
Delavan • $875,000

324 Waubun Dr 
Fontana • $550,000

9 S Walworth Ave #502  
Williams Bay • $789,000

your new
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Matt and Megan McGuinness of 
Elkhorn are not just busy raising 

a family, they’re also growing a business 
together. The McGuinnesses own and 
operate Fine Idea Studio, an award-
winning video production, drone 
photography/videography and social 
media marketing firm. Together, they 
help local businesses and organizations 
build their brands, working with such 
clients as the Walworth County Fair, 
Stebnitz Builders, A+ Powersports & 
Equipment and Paisano’s on Broadway. 
Along the way, they’ve won an award 
or two for their work, including three 
American Advertising Awards (Addies).

But the McGuinnesses aren’t resting on 
their laurels, as they continue to grow and 
expand their business and craft. The couple 
launched Fine Idea Studio three years ago, 
and in February, opened a physical studio 
space in downtown Elkhorn. And while 
Matt has usually been the man behind 
the camera, Megan is learning the craft 
as well. “It has grown and grown over 
the past few years, and now it’s getting as 

much as we want it to be,” says Megan. 
“We’re grateful for how the community 
and area have supported us.”

FORGING A PASSION
“It all goes back to the arts,” explains 
Megan of how she and Matt came 
together. “Matt was in a band with my 
brother — a local band in the Lake 
Geneva area — a long time ago. We  
knew each other many years as 
acquaintances and got together about 11 
years ago.” They celebrated their ninth 
wedding anniversary earlier this year.

Matt, however, adds a fun fact to the 
story: This connection all started thanks 
to MySpace, an early social media 
platform. “I was already in a band that 
was looking for a lead singer,” says 
Matt. “I put an ad out on MySpace, and 
Megan’s brother answered it. It’s one 
thing we can thank MySpace for,” adds 
Matt with a chuckle.

Matt, who grew up in Williams Bay, 
spent most of his 20s working as a golf 

pro in Wisconsin and California, but 
even then, he was starting to dabble in 
his future career, serving as the “unofficial 
photographer” on the golf course. And 
before drone photography existed, he was 
dangling a camera out of plane windows 
to get aerial shots of the course.

After leaving the golf world in 2007, 
Matt ventured into the technology and 
creative services space. He parlayed 
that career shift into designing websites 
and eventually began learning video 
production. But it wasn’t until he started 
working at Kunes Automotive Group 
about six years ago that he became fully 
immersed in the field of video and got 
his start with the drone. “That’s where 
I became laser-focused on video,” says 
Matt. “It really became a passion… 
There is no other medium where you 
can establish a personal connection like 
video.”

In 2018, McGuinness spun that passion 
into what is now Fine Idea Studio, so 
named because it was, in fact, a fine idea. 

Matt and Megan McGuinness grow their award-winning photo and 
videography business  

BY AMANDA N. WEGNER | PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANNA URBAN

SEEING THE BIG PICTURE
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“Honestly, we were going over ideas for 
names, and that one just popped,” says 
Megan. “As soon as we searched and 
found it was available, that’s when it was 
official.”

“It’s an old phrase,” says Matt. “But the 
key for naming a business is making sure 
it’s unique, that no one else has it.”

BALANCING WORK, MORE 
WORK, LEARNING AND PLAY
Both Matt and Megan have full-time 

careers in addition to running their 
business; Matt still works in video 
production for Kunes, and Megan works 
for the county health and human services 
department. They also have three children 
who keep them busy. “[Fine Idea Studio 
is] an evenings-and-weekends venture, 
but we love it,” says Megan, who moved 
around a bit as a child but spent most of 
her youth in Lake Geneva.

Initially, Megan focused more on the 
financial side of the business, handling 

billing, bookkeeping and taxes. But this 
year, she’s been more hands-on behind 
the camera.

“That is new for us and really exciting,” 
says Megan. “I’ve been on Camera Two 
for a few events and a wedding [recently] 
— I’m just really getting my feet wet with 
the camera, but it’s truly changed my 
excitement because it gives me a different 
perspective both into the process and 
into the business itself.”

Matt is excited to see Megan growing 
her skills behind the camera. “It’s 
amazing to see her just go out, use 
the fundamentals and get some great 
clips. It’s been very gratifying to 
watch her learn.” Megan has also been 
learning how to edit videos. “She helps 
tremendously with keeping up with the 
editing side,” adds Matt.

Both Matt and Megan are self-taught 
in the business. Matt has supplemented 
his experience with classes, and Megan 
is learning on the job. What Matt loves 
about videography is the creative process 
and seeing the end results. “Video can 

©2021 Luxe Geneva | Luxe-Geneva.com

LUXE STAY.   LUXE D INING.   LUXE A DVE NT URE S.

YOUR ONE-STOP GUIDE TO YOUR PREMIERE STAY –  
A N ELE VATED LAKE GE NE VA, WI EXPERIE NC E. 
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262-812-8323
727 Geneva St., Lake Geneva

LAKE GENEVA’S LOCAL

Winter Cheer is 
here! Come and 
try our award 
Winning beer!

FLIPPIN 
GOOD 
BEER

BOTTOMS 
UP

make businesses and organizations 
all come to life. I just love the whole 
process,” says Matt.

“It’s exhilarating to watch it happen, and 
you get excited to see a project come 
together,” adds Megan. “It’s really a 
pretty cool field to be in.”

LOVING WHAT THEY DO
The McGuinnesses make their “nights-
and-weekends” business work thanks 
to a roster of loyal regular clients. For 
businesses, video marketing has become 
increasingly important over the past 
several years, driving online engagement, 
conversions and sales. Adding video to a 
marketing strategy can help a company 
build the trust and credibility that is so 
crucial for consumers. On top of this, 
the algorithms guiding social media 
platforms and search engines like Google 
tend to favor video, weighting sites with 
video content higher than sites without, 
ensuring that those sites and posts 
receive more attention. As a consumer, 
this means that if you search for, say, 
“farmer’s markets,” the farmer’s market 
websites with video will more likely 
appear toward the top of your search. 
Using this knowledge to their benefit and 
adding video content to their sites can 
help businesses and organizations stand 
out in a crowded online market. And 
while video marketing was once reserved 
for those with large advertising budgets, 
it’s becoming increasingly accessible for 
organizations of all sizes.

For example, the McGuinnesses say that 
for one of their clients, A+ Powersports 
& Equipment, they film for two to 
three hours on the weekend once a 
month, and then produce four videos 
from this footage, which the company 
rolls out on their social channels and 
their website each week of the month. 
With another client, Stebnitz Builders, 
the McGuinnesses pair the company’s 
existing content with new content from 
two monthly shoots to create new videos. 
What the couple loves about video is 
the impact it can make. “People love 
watching videos,” adds Matt. “You don’t 
have to be on cable or TV. You can do 
online advertising … on a modest budget. 
Without spending a ton of dollars, videos 
can get you more engagement than still 
photos or graphics.”
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For Matt and Megan, their weekends 
are generally filled filming local events, 
including festivals like Rib Fest, the 
Walworth County Fair or Delavan’s 
Scarecrow Fest, which they filmed in 
mid-September. They also film some 
weddings. In total, Fine Idea Studio films 
about 200 ads and events each year. “It’s a 
nice balance to keep busy, keep profitable 
and build our brand,” says Matt. “We’re 
as busy as we want to be and can still 
have free time.”

“Somehow, it’s strangely orchestrated, 
and we find balance,” says Megan. “There 
are times we’re overwhelmed, but it just 
seems to happen, and we find time to get 
everything done.” 

Matt and Megan’s new studio in 
downtown Elkhorn presents an 
opportunity to meet with clients and 
expand their operation. They have 
a full video and photography studio 
there, including green screens to create 
composite photographs. (Composite 
photography is the practice of combining 
different images to create a new image.) 
Matt and Megan use the technology 
for niche portraiture — photographing 
children in costume, then dropping the 
costumed kiddo into a relevant scene, 
for example. “We might, for instance, 
photograph a kid in a Spider-Man 
costume in front of the green screen and 
then drop them into a Spider-Man scene 
with skyscrapers,” explains Matt. 

Matt is also an FAA-licensed drone 
operator, which allows him to capture 
aerial video and photography, day or 
night. 

While their decision to open a dedicated 
studio might hint at the McGuinnesses’ 
desire to take Fine Idea Studio full-
time, Matt loves his job at Kunes, and 
the couple says they are happy with how 
their business has developed. “We spent 
the first two years buying gear, and now 
we’re in a good spot with that — it’s 
astounding what it takes to get started 
in this business,” says Matt. “But we’re 
happy where we’re at, so we’re going to 
keep enjoying it and watch it grow.”

“We’re in a good spot overall and loving 
what we do, so we’re just going to go 
where the wind takes us,” adds Megan.  

KNOLL CRANE INC.
2851 US Hwy. 12, Spring Grove, IL. 60081 • 815-675-9400

sales@knollsteelinc.com • www.knollcraneinc.com

Let us lift your heavy loads!
17 & 23 Ton Boom Trucks,  
30 & 40 Ton Hydro Cranes

Trusses, Beams, Steel, Precast,  
The list is endless....If you need it lifted we 

can get it there!

We have highly trained & certified operators

Merit Shop Contractor

We have been servicing your  
crane needs since 1987

o n  b r o a d  s t r e e t

Spread the Warmth
253 Broad Street

Lake Geneva, Wisconsin
262.248.7700

haberdapper.com

Carrying the finest in men’s clothing and accessories.
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32 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE | OVER 700 LAKEFRONT SALES | +$530 MILLION CAREER SALES
A REALTRENDS TOP WI AGENT

MICK BALESTRIERIMICK BALESTRIERI

MEMORABLE PROJECTS
MATT AND MEGAN REFLECT ON SOME OF THEIR MOST UNFORGETTABLE PROJECTS TO DATE

“A Little Time Alone,” a public service announcement video devel-
oped as a collaboration between Fine Idea Studio and the Wal-
worth County Fair, features the quiet fairgrounds amid the coro-
navirus pandemic. The video was created to encourage Walworth 
County and Wisconsin residents to stay strong and to remind 
viewers that their time together would be better appreciated after 
time apart. Larry Gaffey, general manager of the Walworth County 
Fair, developed the concept and script for the video, and Fine Idea 
Studio helped bring Gaffey’s vision to life.

The video received over 140,000 organic views on Facebook and was awarded 1st Place Outstanding 
Video in 2020 by the International Association of Fairs and Expos. “It was off the charts and was prob-
ably the biggest thing we’ve done,” says Matt. “But it was also a piece with impact.“

Farther afield, some scenic drone shots Matt captured of downtown 
Milwaukee in 2020 have been used to lead off Milwaukee Brewers 
games on the local broadcast. “It was a beautiful, sunny day in 
Milwaukee last spring, when I captured those drone clips,” he says. 
“It’s been pretty cool to see them interspersed in the intro to the 
games.”
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on October 25, 1952, Walworth 
County residents from Lake Geneva to Delavan and from 
Williams Bay to Elkhorn heard a loud explosion rip through the 
otherwise quiet air. At a farm near the intersection of Highway 
67 and Palmer Road, north of Williams Bay, a woman looked 
out the window and saw “balls of fire floating to earth.” Just 
moments earlier, two military F-86 Sabrejets had been passing 
over her farm fields, flying low toward the northeast. But that 
day, with no outward warning, something went wrong with 
one of the jets. It exploded at an altitude of 400 feet, breaking 
apart into hundreds of pieces that fell across a mile-wide area, 
and crashed with such force that the ground shook. The pilot 
— Lt. George M. Lovas, age 24, of Campbell, Ohio — was 
killed instantly. His body, still strapped in his seat, was thrown 
from the explosion into a field on the John Finley farm. 

According to neighbors at the scene of the crash, these flights 
over Williams Bay and Elkhorn had become a regular occurrence 
over the previous year, ever since the U.S. Air Force opened 
a new installation just east of Highway 67. The project was 

The Cold War-era Williams Bay Radar  
Base made the area an “important link in 

the nation’s air defense system”  
BY ANNE MORRISSY | PHOTOGRAPHY BY HOLLY LEITNER, UNLESS NOTED

SPYING
THE SKIES

The Radar Base as it appeared from 
the air around 1958, after a second 
radar tower was added to the site.

At 10:24 a.m.
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originally shrouded in secrecy, but a few 
months before the crash, in an attempt 
to strengthen community relationships, 
the military made their presence and 
their mission public. Known locally 
as the Williams Bay Radar Base, the 
installation was home to the United 
States Air Force’s 755th Aircraft Control 
and Warning Squadron, which operated 
large radar on the site. This information 
had been revealed to the public in May 
of 1952 under a headline in the Janesville 
Gazette, “Williams Bay Is Important 
Link in Nation’s Air Defense System.”

At the crash site that day, secrecy still 
prevailed. Military personnel armed with 
Thompson submachine guns confiscated 
and destroyed photos of the wreckage 
taken by local media and stunned 
spectators, closely guarding the site until 
U.S. Air Force crash investigators could 
arrive from Chicago’s O’Hare Field. The 
military later revealed that the planes had 
been participating in a radar tracking 
exercise, designed to test and train the 
site’s ground-control intercept and 
warning capabilities. 

MILITARY BARRACKS BUILT IN 
FARMERS’ FIELDS 
The Williams Bay Radar Base was one 
of 28 radar stations built as part of the 
military’s Air Defense Command (ADC) 
program, an expanded surveillance 

network approved by Congress in 
response to the fear of Soviet bomber 
attacks associated with the outbreak 
of the Korean War in June of 1950. 
Nationally, the ADC engaged thousands 
of radar operators, pilots and technicians 
in a common mission: “detection, 
identification and interception” of 
potential enemy aircraft. 

According to newspaper reports, the 

Williams Bay Radar Base was built 
in 1950 at an estimated cost of $1.5 
million on 30 acres of land purchased 
from local farmers, a location chosen for 
its high elevation. The base was staffed 
and operational by late 1951. More 
than 200 servicemen lived in dorm-style 
barracks, ate in a cafeteria-style mess 
hall and supported the operation of the 
large radome-covered radar antenna on 
the site. 

The military barracks as they appear now 
and as they appeared in 1952 (right).

Many former military buildings, with their identification numbers still intact, 
remain on the site. Today, they are used for boat storage and other uses.
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Oscar Ortiz served as an Airman Second 
Class stationed at the Williams Bay 
Radar Base in 1958 and 1959, following 
his service as a radar operator in Korea 
during the war and then in Japan 
following the armistice agreement. “A lot 
of those guys from [the radar bases in] 
Korea came to the Williams Bay Radar 
Base after the war,” he remembers. In his 
role as a radar operator, he says that he 
“watched the [radar] scope and tracked 
the planes overhead,” including both 
civilian and military planes. 

VIGILANTLY SCANNING THE 
SKIES FOR DANGER
Chris Sturdevant, Chairman of the 
Midwest Chapter of the Cold War 
Museum, says that radar bases like the 
one in Williams Bay were intended as 
an important line of detection defense in 
the case of enemy attack by air. “People 
were really scared, fresh off [of WWII],” 
he explains. “Russia successfully tested 
an atomic bomb in 1949. There was 
a lot of fear that Communism was 
coming — movies were coming out in 
the late 1940s and early 1950s about 
the Soviets invading, and [Wisconsin 
Senator Joseph] McCarthy is out there 
drumming up fear of [the Soviets and] 
Communism.”

To defend the United States against this 
perceived threat of Soviet air attack, the 
U.S. military devised the ADC system 
of radar surveillance stations connected 
at first by telephone and then by an 
early, primitive computing system, with 
the intention of providing fast and 
automated coordination of ground-
controlled interception of enemy aircraft 
— a program that eventually came to be 
known as the Semi-Automatic Ground 

Environment (SAGE) system. The 
military patches issued to members of the 
755th Radar Squadron in Williams Bay 
featured an image of a radar dish sending 
a signal out to the sky, positioned above 
the SAGE acronym.

A SECURE POINT OF DEFENSE
The security at the Radar Base reflected 
the importance of the work being done 
there. A barbed-wire fence enclosed the 
perimeter, and an Air Police guard station 
served as the site’s gatekeeper. According 
to a Janesville Gazette article from 1952, 

“All traffic either in or out of the base 
is stopped at this point while the AP 
ascertains whether occupants of the car 
may be permitted to pass… If permitted 
to enter, [visitors] are met at the security 
office by another armed guard who 
guides him to his destination.”

Ortiz remembers: “We had guards 
at the gates, so you had the [outer] 
compound, and then you had another 
inner compound, and it was enclosed 
within the gates. Then you had a big, 
steel door that you had to go through to 
get into the room where the radar units 
were. Outside you had the big bubble 
that contained the radar equipment.” 
The tight security proved effective. Ortiz 
remembers that the closest the base came 
to a security breach during his time there 
was the night a cow from a neighboring 
farm met its demise when it wandered 
too close to the perimeter and startled 
the armed guards.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A RADAR 
BASE AIRMAN
Ortiz describes the Williams Bay Radar 
Base as “a good assignment.” As a radar 

Frank Drabek, IV, of Williams Bay (second from right) and the team of civilian 
employees who staffed the Radar Base maintenance shop in the 1950s.

The Air Police guardhouse as it appeared in 1952.

At the height of the Radar Base's use, more than 
200 men lived in these dormitory-style barracks.
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GENEVA LAKEFRONT |  Lakefront Living on Geneva at its Best in 11 acre 
Dartmouth Woods on near level frontage with awesome lake views, private 
swim pier & hydraulic boat lift! Welcome home to beautiful landscaping, soaring 
ceilings, full wall of windows & custom designer finishes throughout. A special 
hideaway to relax & enjoy light rooms, open layout with stone fireplace, built in 
cabinets, hardwood floors, loft master bedroom, LL family room with English 
windows & door opening to the lake. The DeGuilio Designer kitchen is a custom 
piece of art! Boasts Nickel/Stainless Steel, Glass/Marble/Wood finishes with 
Wolf stove. MLS#1729021                                                $2,995,000

GENEVA LAKEFRONT | Lakefront boasts 102ft frontage in a wonderful 
private location off Snake Rd where mansions line the lakefront. Views are 
incredible/pier has large canopy boat slip & swimming is heavenly! Same 
owners for 43 years - Opportunity Calls! - A chance to own this well-loved 
home with open layout, three bedrooms on main level-all with baths, beamed 
ceilings, 2 fireplaces, hardwood floors, spacious light rooms, deck that spans 
the lakefront, windowed lower level family room opening to large deck with 
views you will want to have forever! - And enjoy a beautiful easy lake path walk 
to Lake Geneva! MLS#1764998                                                $4,250,000

LINDA TONGE
262.949.6419 | Ltonge@keeferealestate.com

T O P  S E L L I N G  A G E N T,  2 3  Y E A R S  O F  E X P E R I E N C E

LINDA TONGE

W4582 Academy Ln | Lake Geneva
Academy Estates home a short golf cart ride to the 
transferable boat slip, Association swim pier and park. 
Located on just under an acre overlooking beautiful 
private wooded property!
MLS#1757215                                                     $1,025,000

626 Agaming Rd | Fontana
Indian Hills stone home stunner with peeks of the lake! 
Original finishes were lovingly improved & the newer 
addition stone exterior matches beautifully - perennial 
gardens & stone paths add extra special charm!
MLS#1755645                                                $990,000

9 S Walworth Ave, Unit 603 | Williams Bay
Geneva Lakefront w/24ft boat slip. 2BD, 2BA 
fantastic views. All rooms open to lakeside 
balcony that spans the lakefront! Ready now; 
offers light rooms, living room w/ fireplace.
MLS#1767976                                                $849,000
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operator, his primary role was to monitor 
the radar screens and record the activity 
he observed. “We particularly tracked 
certain military planes: where they 
went to and where they came from,” 
he explains. “It was a lot different than 
[the tracking we did in] Korea.” As Ortiz 
remembers it today, the hardest part of 
his duty in Williams Bay was pulling the 
dreaded “KP” — “kitchen patrol” duty 
that kept him on shift from early in the 

morning until late at night. Despite that, 
he says he always got “three good meals 
a day.” 

A newspaper article from the Janesville 
Gazette in May of 1952 describes some 
of the modern amenities offered to the 
men stationed at the Williams Bay Radar 
Base: Coca-Cola vending machines, 
“modern steel-and-plastic furniture,” a 
TV set, a library, pinball machines, a juke 

box, a piano, athletic equipment and a 
small but well-stocked PX store that also 
contained a soda fountain. 

Airmen from the Radar Base passed their 
off hours playing football and baseball 
(the Radar Base team was a formidable 
opponent to several local teams in the 
Central Wisconsin Southern Division), 
organizing a barbershop quartet singing 
group, marching in local parades and 

696 Kenosha Street, Walworth (across from Daniels Foods)  |  262.275.5067  |  genevalakeundercovercanvas.com

PIER CANOPY SALES & SERVICE  
CUSTOM BOAT COVERS  

CANVAS SEWING · CONTRACT SEWING  

 Fabricators of Custom Canvas Covers 

Airmen stationed at the Radar Base enjoy a 
meal in the modern, cafeteria-style mess hall.

A small but well-stocked exchange offered the Airmen a 
chance to stock up on everything from snacks to cigarettes. P
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251 Host Dr. Lake Geneva, WI 53147  |  streblowcustomboats.com  |  262.728.6898

Call us today to custom build your own Streblow or test 
drive one of these pre-owned boats for sale. We’re also 
here for your restoration and storage needs!

Building Memories...

...Since 1950!

At Streblow, our handmade custom wooden boats create  
multi-generational experiences for the whole family. We have crafted 

Streblows to last for a lifetime of happiness on the water. Since 1950, our 
craftsmen have used a timeless design and the finest materials to build 

Streblow boats. Our custom-building technique sets Streblow apart 
from any other watercraft. The flawless mahogany exterior is sure to 

turn heads, along with the throaty roar of the engine. Sit back and relax! 
Enjoy our superior craftsmanship as you glide through the water.



40   n   atthelakemagazine.com

TR
UL

Y 
LO

CA

L   
  FAMILY-FOCUSED

    SOUND ADVIC
E

Member FDIC

HOME LOAN?
Need a

Visit bankatfirstnational.com
1.866.HOME.LOAN

As a family-focused bank, First National Bank and Trust takes great pride in 
making your family’s dreams a reality. So, whether you’re a first-time homebuyer, 
refinancing an existing home, or looking to start a custom home construction, 
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Get prequalified today in just 15 minutes!

Give us a try. We’ll treat you like family.

Knoll Steel, Inc.
2851 U.S. Hwy 12, Spring Grove, Il. 60081 • 815-675-9400

sales@knollsteelinc.com • www.knollsteelinc.com
Structural Steel • Precast Concrete • Residential • Commercial

Let us Bid on your next project!

attending local church services. Ortiz 
says another favorite off-duty activity 
was dancing at a local club off the base 
called The Chateau, where the owners 
“were very nice to servicemen.” In fact, 
it was at The Chateau that Ortiz first 
met a Williams Bay High School senior 
named Joyce Johnson, who introduced 
him to her classmate Carol Stenstrom. 
Stenstrom and Ortiz were married three 
months later and recently celebrated 
their 63rd wedding anniversary.

OBSOLETED TECHNOLOGY
The Williams Bay Radar Base remained 
operational from 1951 to 1959, by 
which time the Air Force opted to 
close several of the ADC radar sites. 
According to Sturdevant, the successful 
launch of the Soviet Union’s Sputnik 
satellite in October of 1957 shifted 
the U.S. military’s focus away from 
traditional air defense to long-range 
missile defense. That same year, 
realizing that technological advances 
had already made many of the ADC 
radar stations redundant, the Air Force 
began making plans to relocate the men 
of the 755th Radar Squadron from 
Williams Bay to the Arlington Heights 
Air Force Station.

The Air Force issued a closure notice 
for the Williams Bay Radar Base in 
October of 1959; by November 1, the 
site was home to just five “gap-filler” 
personnel before it was abandoned 
entirely. The Radar Base sat empty 
for a few years, but eventually the 
federal government sold the property 
to the State of Wisconsin for use as a 
prisoner re-release minimum security 
prison, a role it served from 1962 until 
1972. The land was then sold to a local 
developer who converted it into an 
industrial park. 

Today, a handful of the original buildings 
remain and are used primarily for storage. 
In order to ensure that the once vital Cold 
War-era installation is not forgotten, the 
Wisconsin Historical Society erected 
a commemorative plaque on the site, 
reminding visitors that “built on one of 
the highest elevations in the region, [the 
Williams Bay Radar Base’s] two radomes 
scanned the skies 24 hours a day… ready 
to provide instant communication about 
suspicious aircraft.” 
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The presence of the historical marker 
dovetails with a growing effort to 
commemorate and honor the veterans 
of the Cold War. In September, retired 
Col. Jennifer Pritzker and the Pritzker 
Military Museum & Library in Chicago 
announced plans to build a Cold War 
Veterans Memorial on 290 acres of 
prairie in Somers, Wis., in nearby western 
Kenosha County. An international 
design competition is currently under 
way and a winner will be announced 
in March, with construction of the 
interactive monument expected to take 
about three years. 

“People tend to overlook the Cold War 
or call it a ‘bloodless war’,” explains 
Sturdevant. “But there were Cold 
War casualties, training accidents that 
happened.” In fact, due to the presence 
of the Williams Bay Radar Base, one 
of those training accidents happened 
over a farm between Williams Bay and 
Elkhorn on a clear October morning 
in 1952, Lt. George M. Lovas giving 
his life in service to his country so that 
our skies might remain forever free of 
enemy aircraft.  A Wisconsin Historical Society marker commemorates the site's history.
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ast winter, the Lake Geneva 
area experienced a rare and 
beautiful weather phenomenon 

when the conditions developed for 
a truly stunning display of hoarfrost 
and rime ice. Every outdoor sur-
face was covered with layers upon 
layers of ice crystals, transforming 
the landscape into an otherworldly 
winter wonderland.

What’s the difference between hoar-
frost and rime ice? Hoarfrost is a 
direct deposit of moisture from the 
atmosphere, which freezes into ice 
crystals without the moisture ever 
passing through the liquid phase.
Rime ice is formed when a super-
cooled cloud or fog droplets in a 
liquid state then freeze rapidly upon 
contact with an object. 

The combined effect of these 
two processes, compounded over 
several days of perfect condi-
tions, created a once-in-a-lifetime 
local display, captured in these  
photos taken during the first week of  
January, 2021.

L
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//  WELL BEING  //
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First came green tea. Then soy milk. Then 
smoothies, electrolyte water and aloe juice. In 

the arena of health-benefitting drinks, there always 
seems to be something new around the corner. 
Sometimes, these trends prove to be short-lived, 
and researchers find that the latest “wonder drink” 
doesn’t have as many health benefits as once thought. 
But occasionally, some health fads move beyond the 
trends and prove their staying power and real-deal 
benefits. 

One of those promising trends is kombucha tea. 
Pronounced kuhm-boo-chuh, this healthy beverage 
can be found in many locations these days, from 
local supermarkets and health food stores to bars 
and restaurants, but many consumers are still 
discovering it for the first time. 

WHAT IS KOMBUCHA? 
Although kombucha has only recently gained 
widespread popularity in the U.S., the drink has 
been around for thousands of years. It’s believed that 
kombucha originated in China around 220 B.C., 
where it was praised for its healing properties. Since 
then, people have continued to brew kombucha at 
home for several centuries, and today it’s available 
on a commercial scale thanks to modern-day 
kombucha breweries. 

So, what is kombucha exactly? Sam Schleiger, 
an integrative and functional medicine dietitian 
and the owner of Elkhorn-based private practice 
Simply Nourished, describes it as a fermented tea 
made from bacteria, yeast, sugar, and green or 
black tea. Kombucha’s main claim to fame is that 
it is highly probiotic — in other words, it’s full of 
beneficial bacteria. Studies show that probiotics 
can balance the digestive system, improve mental 
health conditions and even alleviate some digestive 
disorders. Schleiger calls this “supporting an optimal 
gut microbiome.” 

The combination of bacteria and yeast in kombucha 
is known as SCOBY, which stands for “symbiotic 
culture of bacteria and yeast.” With this combination, 
and the addition of tea and sugar, the kombucha 
brewing process begins. Fermentation takes place 
over a week or more, during which time the live 
cultures metabolize the sugar and tea ingredients. 

The result is a naturally carbonated beverage that 
contains beneficial vitamins and antioxidants. It 
can either be consumed “raw,” which enthusiasts 
believe is the healthiest form of the beverage, or 
it can be fermented for another round, in which 
fresh fruits, botanicals, vegetables and honey can 
be added as additional ingredients. And yes — the 
fermentation process does leave behind small traces 
of alcohol, but not enough to categorize it as an 
alcoholic beverage.  Kombucha can carry a flavor 
that’s reminiscent of beer, but Doug Grall, owner 
and founder of Komboocho Brewing located in 
Whitewater, describes the taste as “tart, fizzy but still 
a little sweet.” 

Schleiger narrows down the flavor profile even 
further, saying that kombucha offers “a slightly 
acidic, sour flavor” that will be “fizzy” when 
consumed — which means you shouldn’t shake the 
container, just like a can of soda. Schleiger points 
out that the additional ingredients added for flavor 
can also offer additional health benefits. “Many 
brands of kombucha offer different ‘flavors’ where 
the basic ingredients will also include additions 
such as apples, mangoes, spirulina and others 
for added polyphenols [nutritious plant-based 
compounds], antioxidants and other beneficial 
properties,” she says.  

Kombucha Brewers International reports that 
“sales [of ] and access [to kombucha] have recently 
exploded, as kombucha has gone mainstream, with 
sales estimated at over $500 million.” The popularity 

Kombucha,
effervescent
Local experts shed light on this trending health drink  

BY SHELBY DEERING | PHOTOGRAPHY BY HOLLY LEITNER
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Book your free consultation 
today! 414.708.3347

plasmaliftskinclinic.com

Let’s face it. Aging is a formidable opponent. It’s a hard battle 
to win, even when you do all the right things. If healthy habits 

are not meeting the challenge, you can fight back with the very 
best non-surgical rivals available, at PlasmaLift Skin Clinic.

100% Natural | Non-Surgical Solutions | Immediate & Permanent Results | No Anesthesia or Surgical Risks

Plasma Pen Skin Tightening
Lift, Tighten, Shrink Excess Skin

Fine lines, wrinkles? Crepey, lax skin? Stubborn fat?
Meet your rivals.

CryoSkin Body Sculpting
Lose Inches, Reduce Fat, Tone Skin

of kombucha has grown rapidly over the 
past several years — some restaurants 
and bars have even starting crafting 
cocktails with it.

WHAT ARE THE HEALTH 
BENEFITS?
Kombucha Brewers International 
lists several possible health benefits of 
kombucha, referencing a nickname that 
the drink has had for centuries: the “elixir 
of life.” The organization cites kombucha 
drinkers who say that consuming the 
beverage: 

•	 increases energy
•	 aids in digestion
•	 supports healthy liver function
•	 balances the internal pH
•	 controls hunger
•	 eases constipation
•	 boosts immunity
•	 enhances overall health and wellbeing
•	 makes the consumer just “feel good”
•	 lowers bad cholesterol and raises good 

cholesterol levels in the blood, which 
can significantly decrease the chances 
of developing heart disease and/or 
having a heart attack or stroke.

 
Scientific studies over the past 150 years 
have researched kombucha’s ability 
to combat high cholesterol, diabetes, 
toxins, free radicals and even cancer 
while supporting healthy liver function. 
Kombucha Brewers International says 
that the recommended serving size is 
“what feels good for your body,” and 
that those with specific health issues 
find that drinking small amounts of 
kombucha (around 4 to 8 ounces) 
one to three times a day may prove 
beneficial, though some enthusiasts 
drink much more kombucha in a day. 

According to Schleiger, the science 
behind kombucha might just explain all 
the health benefits its supporters claim. 
She says that the body has about 100 
trillion cells of bacteria and yeast that 
line the membranes of the mouth, skin 
and gut, comprising an astounding 3 to 
5 pounds of living bacteria, which is also 
known as the microbiome. When the 
microbiome is balanced, it will produce 
serotonin and GABA, otherwise known 
as anti-anxiety neurotransmitters. It 
will regulate one’s stress response as 
well. Schleiger calls the gut “the second 

Sales Executive Deann Hausner works with 
your business to get your message in front 
of thousands of loyal readers in our print 
publication and on our website. For more 
information, visit atthelakemagazine.com  

or call (262) 903-9000.

ADVERTISE IN

At The Lake



TFORBECK@KEEFEREALESTATE.COM | 262.745.1145
HOMESINL AKEGENEVA .COM

TRICIA FORBECK

LINN | $7,995,000
Exquisite South Shore Club lakefront positioned to 
capture 180° views of Geneva Lake.       MLS#1746317

WILLIAMS BAY | $4,950,000
Stunning 5BD, 4BA lakefront home in Williams Bay 
enjoys western exposure of the lake.MLS#1759696

FONTANA | $1,575,000
Spectacular views of Geneva Lake from virtually every 
room in this newly renovated 5BR, 4BA. 
MLS#1724687

WILLIAMS BAY | $1,275,000
Stunning Geneva Lake views from this 3BD 1st floor Bay 
Colony lakefront condo with boat slip just steps from 
association pier & lake path.

FONTANA | $94,500
A great income opportunity or weekend 
getaway w/this 1st floor double queen unit 
in The Abbey. MLS#1730319 

FONTANA | $149,900
Double queen Abbey Resort condotel. 
Great Fontana location! Shuttle to Lake 
Geneva. MLS#1740810 

FONTANA | $680,000
Make this 3 bedroom plus loft and 3.5 bath Abbey Ridge 
townhome your haven. MLS#1748108

WILLIAMS BAY | 550,000
Loads of upgrades with this 2018 new construction, 4 
bedroom, 2.5 bath ranch home. MLS#1767644

FONTANA | $685,000
This completely renovated 2 bedroom, 2 bath main floor 
Fontana Shores condo can be yours. MLS#1763613

FONTANA | $97,500
This double queen unit on the 1st floor of 
the Abbey Resort offers pool views and 
amenities abound. MLS#1733344 

WALWORTH | $169,000
Starter home, investment property 
or weekend getaway, take your pick. 
MLS#1722991 

LAKE GENEVA | $1,795,000
Only seconds away from the lake path and a short 
walk into Lake Geneva.    MLS#1754192 

FONTANA | $110,000
This double queen unit on the 2nd floor 
at the Abbey Resort offers resort views.
MLS#1709718

RICHMOND | $279,000
Plenty of space for that too! 1.5 acres, nice 
& private, 7 miles south of Whitewater.
MLS#1756788

WILLIAMS BAY | $749,000
Multiple property package investment opportunity in 
the heart of Williams Bay!           
MLS#1748995

OVER $400 MILLION  IN SALES HOMESINLAKEGENEVA.COM

FONTANA | $106,000
This pool view king unit on the 1st floor 
at the Abbey Resort offers amenities 
abound. MLS#1733319

FONTANA | $215,000
Enjoy this Abbey condotel upper king 
suite with resort Views and 2 sofa 
sleepers! MLS#1707700
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brain of the body,” since it’s directly 
connected to the nervous system of the 
brain and spine. 

“When you can get the gut balanced, 
restored and flourishing,” she says, 
“you’re able to experience  less bloating, 
less gastrointestinal disturbance, less 
inability to tolerate certain foods, 
improved regularity, clearer skin and 
you’ll find yourself generally ‘happier,’ 
among many, many other things.” 

Although she points out the best way 
to achieve this balance is through a 
nutritious, whole-foods approach to 
your overall diet, Schleiger says that it’s 
key to include probiotic-rich foods, like 
kombucha, in your diet to “support the 
diversity of your gut microflora.” She 
adds that scientific evidence supports the 
idea that a diet rich in fermented foods 
and beverages — including kombucha 
but also sauerkraut, kefir, kimchi, 
yogurt and miso — provide the gut with 
excellent sources of beneficial bacteria.  
Also, since kombucha is made from 
green or black tea, consumers will also 
benefit from the “powerful antioxidants” 
in the tea. 

As with any alternative health approach, 
experts say that kombucha’s benefits 
warrant further research, but many 
studies do point to kombucha’s potential 
health properties. At the same time, 
anyone with certain health conditions, 
especially digestive ones, should speak 
with a doctor before adding kombucha 
to their daily regimen. Schleiger says 
that even for those without health 
conditions, if you notice bloating or 
other digestive upset after consuming 
kombucha, it’s best to discontinue 
drinking it until you consult with 
your doctor. She adds that people 
with compromised immune systems 
or those who are pregnant will want to 
“proceed with caution” before drinking 
kombucha, since it does contain a small 
amount of alcohol. 

For fans of kombucha, there are endless 
flavors to sample and increasingly 
creative recipes, including cocktails, 
baked goods and dressings — all of 
which come with the added benefits of 
potentially improving one’s health at the 
microbiome level. We’ll drink to that.  

NOW AVAILABLE
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In 2018, Doug Grall and 
Aaron Axelsen founded 
Komboocho Brewing in 
Whitewater, with the goal 
of supplying a healthy 
drink to Walworth 
County consumers and 
distributing one of the 
fastest-growing beverages 
in the United States. 
Komboocho specializes 
in crafting locally brewed 
kombucha using high-
quality ingredients — 

Grall points out that they prefer to use locally sourced 
ingredients whenever possible. Some of their most 
popular flavors include Berry Hibiscus, Orange Blossom, 
Jasmine Peaflower and Elderberry. 

Sporting pink, purple and orange hues, Komboocho’s 
Instagram-worthy bottles and cans ensure that shoppers 
can’t miss their bubbly, colorful branding. Grall says 
that he loves brewing kombucha in Whitewater because 
nearby Lake Geneva “is a progressive resort community 

with a sophisticated taste for unique beverages.”  The 
company sells their kombucha beverages at local 
farmers’ markets in the spring, summer and fall, and 
shoppers can also purchase their drinks at local stores 
including the Cheese Box in Lake Geneva, Gooseberries 
Fresh Food Market in Burlington, the Whitewater 
City Market and Basics Cooperative Natural Foods in 
Janesville.

For true kombucha enthusiasts, Komboocho can 
even provide a kombucha keg to be served at events 
and parties. They say they also welcome new flavor 
ideas, which can be submitted 
through their website at 
komboocho.com.

Kombucha Close to Home
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When you hire a photographer for your wedding, 
you’re entrusting them with one of the most 

important aspects of your big day. Memories fade but 
photographs last forever! Professional photographers are 
talented artists and they know how to make you look your 
best for your engagement shoot and your wedding day. But 
there are also steps you can take to set your photographer 
up for success. With a little bit of planning, you can make 
decisions that will elevate your photos and create an 
inspiring scene for your photographer to capture. Keep 
reading for some practical tips that will take your wedding 
photographs from bland to beautiful.

PERFECT TIMING
Even if you plan ahead and account for last minute 
changes, everything will take longer than you think on your 
big day. It’s important that you build additional time into 
your wedding day timeline so that you are prepared for 
any delays, setbacks or extra shots you might want. Ask 
your photographer if they have suggestions for a specific 
time of day to take certain photos so you can prepare a 
photography-friendly wedding day timeline.

TIPS FOR GETTING READY
Are you starting your big day by getting ready with your 
wedding party? If you want to get some shots of this 
exciting time with your besties, you should plan about 
30-45 minutes for photos at the end of your getting ready 
time. This is the perfect opportunity for your photographer 
to use that natural morning light streaming into the window 
for capturing detail shots of your dress and jewelry, plus 
it will give you the chance to pose for some group shots. 
Want an insider’s tip? Wait until you’re actually finished 

ELEVATE YOUR WEDDING PHOTOS 
AND AVOID THE MUNDANE

BY STEPHANIE SEIJA

Million Dollar
Moments
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getting your hair 
and makeup done to take 

most of those primping photos. It may 
seem a little fake, but do you really 
want a photo with your face only half 
made up, or your hair lopsided and 
only partially in an updo? Save a few 
key steps to complete while taking 
photos, like adding one last decorative 
hairpin or applying a final dusting of 
powder or lipstick.
	 Be mindful of any items that might 
create an eyesore in photos. Whether 
you’re getting ready in your home or 
in a packed hotel room, designate a 
corner where all your girls can stash 
their belongings. Nothing cheapens 
a photo like several overnight bags 
overflowing with brightly colored 
unmentionables! Pick a spot that will 
be out of the photographer’s line of 
sight and hide everybody’s personal 
belongings. That way your favorite 
candid shot won’t be ruined by 
random clutter.

GOLDEN HOUR
The 30-45 minute window right 
before the sun sets is undeniably the 
best time to capture magical photos. 
The sun gives off its warmest hues 
and lights up everything in sight with a 
glittery soft light. No matter what time 
of day you’re holding your ceremony 
and reception, be sure to talk with your 
photographer about how you will take 
advantage of this short time frame to 
capture the most important photos. 
Couples often choose to use this 
time to take their “couple” portraits, 
the more intimate photos of you two 
looking adoringly at one another. 
Golden hour is also the ideal time to 
schedule an engagement shoot. Take 
note of a tricky time frame: noon 

to 2 p.m. has the brightest sunlight 
and, therefore, creates the harshest 
shadows and squintiest faces. Avoid 
taking outdoor photos at this time if 
possible!

SNEAK-AWAY SESSIONS
Once your day begins, it doesn’t 
stop! You’ll be surrounded by people 
and hurrying from place to place, so 
be intentional about grabbing your 
photographer to sneak away for some 
quick, private sessions throughout 
your day. Would you like to see your 
reception venue set up before guests 
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PHOTO BY KRISTINA LORRAINE PHOTOGRAPHY

•  Wedding 
Receptions

•  Rehearsal 
Dinners

•  Engagement 
Parties

• Ceremonies
• Bridal Showers
•  Bachelor(ette) 

Parties
• Cocktail Hour

CRUISELAKEGENEVA.COM
262-248-6206

YOUR NEW LIFE AWAITS...GET ON BOARD

EIGHT BEAUTIFUL BOATS 
HOSTING 2-225 GUESTS

a r r i v e ? 
Sneak in with your 

partner and your photographer before 
they open the room to your guests. 
You’ll get some genuine shots of your 
reaction to the space, and you can 
even take a practice twirl on the dance 
floor! Once the night is over, you’ll be 
thankful to have some photographic 
evidence of your perfect venue, and 
your photographer will love that you 
planned a time for them to capture all 
the beautiful reception details.
	 Another time to sneak away for 

a photo op is at the end of 
the night, either when you 
want a break from dancing 

or after your guests have gone home. 
Go outside and create a little getaway 
under the stars. Soft lantern or street 
lamp lighting is romantic, and gives 
you and your partner much-needed 
alone time to take in the day. Since 
the big day is complete and the stress 
is over, these photos can be some of 
the most genuine and intimate you’ll 
capture.

HASSLE-FREE GROUP SHOTS
While wedding photos can vary 
dramatically from wedding to 

wedding, one common element is the 
group shot. Why not step it up and try 
something unconventional? Whether 
this is your classic family portrait, your 
wedding party session or groups of 
friends during the reception, here are 
some tactics you can use to breathe 
new life into your group photos for 
greater visual impact.
	 Posing: Most people are not 
natural models, and it can take a little 
bit of coaxing to get your family or 
wedding party out of their shells and 
looking comfortable. Start putting 
people at ease by playing music from 
someone’s phone to get everybody 
moving, smiling and laughing. Photos 
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CELEBRATE LIFE’S 
IMPORTANT MOMENTS

PIER290.COM  
262-245-2100

Lakefront Event Spaces To Host Your  
Holiday Parties ~ Family Gatherings 

~ Corporate Hospitality

Let our family serve your family!

 Acclaimed Culinary Team 
Micro Catering at Home or the Office

Personalized Event Management 
Celebrate at Our Place or Yours

can be very flattering when the 
subjects are in motion — walking 
towards the camera, laughing while 
gathered close together or dancing 
as a group. For wedding parties, 
experiment with poses beyond 
the straight line, like circles and 
semicircles, clusters of small groups 
spread out, differing levels (some 
sitting and some standing) or turning 
your back to the camera to catch those 
special back-of-the-dress details. In 
the end, trust your photographer. 
They’ve shot hundreds of weddings 
and know how to get the best angles 
from everyone. 
	 Reception Groups: Group photos 
aren’t over once you’ve taken the 
family and wedding party shots. 
How about taking one giant group 
photo at your reception, or capturing 
other large specific group photos? 
From college friends and childhood 
classmates to work buddies and 
extended family members, these 
group shots will give you priceless 
memories to cherish forever. What 
could be better than commemorating 
this moment in time with all of the 

people who love you most and came 
to celebrate your union?
	 The logistics of that many people 
in one photo can get tricky; so, you 
should talk to your photographer 
first if this is something you’d like to 
try. They may need to bring a special 
wide-angle lens to make it work, or 
you’ll have to think creatively about 
your space. Is there a large staircase 
you can pose people on strategically? 
Can your photographer peer out a 
window onto a wide lawn filled with 
people? Have your DJ help facilitate 
this group photo process so it goes 
as quickly as possible with the least 
amount of fuss.

GET THE PICTURE
The Lake Geneva area is a truly 
beautiful place to get married. 
Your photographer can create jaw-
dropping imagery with the city’s 
gorgeous scenery and backgrounds. 
And as much as we love the classic 
wedding day photos, you will also 
want to capture those unique settings 
that speak to you and your partner’s 
one-of-a-kind love. You and your 

photographer can create the perfect 
moment that will have your Instagram 
followers double-tapping every time.
	 Nature: The Lake Geneva area 
has a nearly endless list of options 
for couples who want a true Mother 
Nature backdrop for their wedding 
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photos. Williams Bay’s 
Kishwauketoe Nature 
Conservancy and Lake 
Geneva’s White River County 
Park offer a variety of photo 
ops with stunning natural 
backdrops. And several 
wedding venues in the area — 
including Elkhorn’s Evergreen 
Golf Club, Lake Geneva’s 
Hawk’s View Golf Club and East 
Troy’s Alpine Valley Resort — 
are situated on acres of photo-
worthy Wisconsin landscape.
	 Waterfront: The best part 
about getting married in the Lake 
Geneva area? The lakes! If you’re 
looking for the perfect waterfront 
shots, there are options galore. 
On Geneva Lake, the various public 
beaches, piers and parks on the 
lakefront offer lots of photo ops with 
the lake as your background. And 
wedding venues like Lake Geneva’s 
Riviera Ballroom, Geneva National, 
Delavan’s Lake Lawn Resort, Fontana’s 
Abbey Springs, The Abbey Resort 
and Williams Bay’s Pier 290 offer 
lakefront views to ensure the very best 
waterfront photos.
	 Historic: History lovers will 
find plenty of spaces for incredible 
wedding photos around Lake Geneva 
as well. Rent an historic yacht for 
wedding photos steeped in Lake 
Geneva history, or arrange for photos 
at Lake Geneva’s Maxwell Mansion or 
the Baker House, both built in the 19th 
century. Downtown Lake Geneva and 
downtown Delavan offer charming 
historic main streets that make for 
memorable wedding photos, and 
don’t forget the area’s many historic 
churches dating back to the 1800s — 
Lake Geneva’s St. Francis de Sales was 
built in 1852!
	 Rustic: For those looking for 
gorgeous rural-life backgrounds for 
their wedding photos, Walworth 
County is the perfect spot. Several 
local event venues offer rural barn 
settings, making it easy to get the 
rustic wedding shots of your dreams. 
For something a little more unusual, 
try photos in front of the authentic 
log cabin at the Walworth County 
Fairgrounds in Elkhorn or head a little 
farther afield to take wedding shots in 
front of the original farmhouses and 

outbuildings that pepper 
the Wisconsin Historical Society’s 

Old World Wisconsin living history 
museum site in Eagle.

VENUE MAGIC
The background of your photos will be 
just as noticeable as the people in the 
foreground! Your photographer will 
naturally scope out the best settings 
at your venue, but you can help them 
by thinking this through ahead of time 
and creating a dramatic backdrop that 
will look stunning in photos.
	 Specialty walls and installations: 
Consider asking your floral designer 
to create a large, flat structure with a 
stand that can serve as a background 
wall, and cover it with floral and 
greenery with a customized neon 
sign. You can use this “wall” behind 
the head table (for all those teary-
eyed toast reaction shots) or as a 
photo booth background for all of 
your guests. Balloon installations are 
no longer cheesy props you see at a 
kid’s birthday. Elaborate and elegant 
arches mixed with florals can make a 
statement. You can even repurpose 
a floral ceremony arch as a 
reception photo op spot! 
	 Lighting: This can’t 
be overstated — the right 
lighting can make or break 
your wedding photographs! 
In general, the greater the 
number of soft lighting 
sources, the better. When 
your background is dark, 
you might be washed out 
or details will be lost. Think 
about renting uplighting from 

your venue or a lighting designer.
	 Uplighting comes in a variety 
of colors and can feature patterns 
or textures (called a “gobo”) meant 
to illuminate the walls, floors and 
specific focal points. Remember that 
warm colors like pink, purple and 
orange tend to flatter most skin tones, 
and you can even get custom lighting 
designs like a monogram or your 
last name that you can shine onto a 
dance floor or prominent wall for a 
personalized experience.
	 There are plenty of lighting 
options that go beyond being simply 
functional — they are beautiful to look 
at and they’re even prettier in photos! 
Have you seen how eye-catching string 
lights can be when they’re draped 
across the top of an open outdoor 
space? What about rustic lanterns 
on tables or hanging from trees, or 
candles of different heights scattered 
around in ornate candelabras? String 
lights can also create a tented ceiling 
structure when draped from a central 
pole or hung from above, and look 
especially romantic when they glow 
from behind sheer fabric. Before you 

M
A

T
T

 M
A

S
O

N
 P

H
O

T
O

G
R

A
P

H
Y

A
N

N
A

 U
R

B
A

N
 P

H
O

T
O

G
R

A
P

H
Y

ID
E

A
L

 I
M

P
R

E
S

S
IO

N
S

 P
H

O
T
O

G
R

A
P

H
Y



E L E G AN T

A LAKESIDE WEDDING HAS A NICE RING TO IT 

Tie the knot at the Lake Geneva area’s premier lakefront destination  

ceremony venue. Convenient to Chicago, Milwaukee, and Madison,  

Lake Lawn Resort sits on two miles of Delavan Lake shoreline and features  

rolling lawns, charming courtyards, and sweeping views. 

LAKELAWNRESORT.COM  |  Call our wedding specialist today! 262-725-9218  
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plan on lighting hundreds of candles, 
remember to check with your venue 
to see if they allow open flames. There 
are plenty of non-flame options that 
look real and create a softly-lit mood.

ACCESSORIES TO THE RESCUE 
A few props and accessories go a long 
way in making your photos unique 
and special! Toss items are not limited 
to your ceremony exit — consider 
bringing items like confetti or even a 
champagne bottle to pop for other 

occasions, like pictures with your 
squad or group shots with your family. 
You could also bring along a few signs 
to hold in photos, like “Just Married,” 
your new last name or “Thank You” to 
be featured on your thank-you notes 
later on. If you’re getting married in 
the winter, think about a glamorous 
wrap or silk scarf to keep you warm 
and add some texture for snow-
filled outdoor photos. Want one of 
those beautifully curated invitation 
suite photos? Remember to bring 

decorative accessories to style this 
look, from coordinating ribbons to a 
fancy ring box and loose flower petals.  
	 The furniture in your photos 
shouldn’t be an afterthought. While 
you can find something to sit on 
anywhere, you can get an elevated 
look in photos by bringing along or 
renting a vintage velvet chair or chaise 
lounge. A coordinating blanket is also 
a lifesaver, especially for engagement 
shoots. You and your partner can 
snuggle together, wrapped up in it, 
or you can put it on the ground so 
you won’t get dirty for any seated 
poses. And don’t forget about a 
specialty hanger for those dress shots 
— there are a lot of cute options for 
personalized hangers that will match 
the style of your gown and really 
pump up your photos.

MORE PHOTO OPS
After the big day, many of our experts 
hear that a couple wishes they would 
have added on additional photography 
services. These services often include 
adding a few hours to their wedding 
photographer’s contract to have 
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 New 5000 sq ft Outdoor Wedding Pavilion for 300+ guests

    Beautiful Ceremony and Reception Facilities  

       Professional, courteous staff for all your needs

          Elegant Bridal Showers  •  Rehearsal Dinners 

Contact our Event Coordinator at 
(262) 684-2538

events@alpinevalleyresort.com
www.alpinevalleyresort.com

them capture the sweet details and 
moments of a wedding shower, the 
excitement and toasts of a rehearsal 
dinner or the relaxed charm of a 
post-wedding brunch. These are 
more relaxed, intimate moments of 
your wedding weekend that you will 
appreciate having photos of after all 
the excitement passes.
	 In addition to these extra 
wedding events, consider additional 
photographic sessions. If you’re looking 
for a more sensual and playful option, 
photographers are seeing an increase 
in demand for boudoir photoshoots. 
This is perfect for the bride who wants 
to gift her partner with a photobook 
of steamy images on their wedding 
day. With a “trash the dress” session, 
photographers usually work with 
brides to choose an environment that 
starkly contrasts with the elegance 
of a wedding dress. These photos are 
generally dramatic and artistic, giving 
you a unique way to memorialize your 
fabulous wedding gown.
	 Don’t overlook your pets when it 
comes to your big day. Whether in the 
engagement shoot, or on the wedding 

day, be sure to include your furry 
friends in your photos and you’ll 
always look back with fondness on 
your family photo. 
	 The best way to elevate your 
wedding photos and engagement 
shoot is to think ahead and then 
let your true personality shine. 
Remember to relax and enjoy 
the day. Your favorite photos will 
most likely be the ones capturing 
the candid moments between 
you and all your loved ones.

TIPS AND TRICKS
Wedding photographers have truly 
seen it all — here are a few additional 
tips and tricks to make sure you are 
picture-perfect when it comes to your 
big day. Make sure someone has white 
chalk on hand in case you get any 
unfortunate stains on a white dress 
or shirt. Avoid any lotions or makeup 
with shimmer as they can reflect 
light and create an undesirable effect 
in your photos. Start your skincare 
routine and any skincare procedures 
early! Photographers can retouch 
photos to a certain extent, but no one 

can artificially create 
the gorgeous glow of healthy skin. 
	 And last, but certainly not 
least, make sure you talk with your 
photographer about any questions 
or concerns you have before your 
big day. Your photographer wants to 
make sure the final photos are what 
you expect, so don’t assume he or 
she knows what you want without 
specifically communicating about it. 
Make sure they have your wish list 
of not-to-be-missed photo ops, for 
memories you’ll cherish forever.  
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You’re busy planning and prepping, and it’s easy to  
forget about all the events leading up to your big day.  

From an engagement party to a day-after brunch, each 
event is a chance to celebrate your love story with your 
nearest and dearest. But more events also mean more 
questions. Who should you invite? Where should you 
have it? Who’s supposed to host, plan and pay for them 
all? We have rounded up the most common wedding-
related events, along with the tradition and etiquette 
for each. Keep in mind that none of these events are 

required (besides the ceremony, of course!), but the more 
celebrations the merrier!

ENGAGEMENT PARTY
You said “yes,” which is definitely cause for celebration! 
There’s not a rule for who hosts the engagement party, 
but it’s usually the parents of the couple. However, many 
couples choose to plan their own. Held during the first few 
months of the engagement before the stress of wedding 
planning kicks into high gear, the party is a fairly casual 

BREAKING DOWN ALL OF THE WEDDING-RELATED EVENTS 
AND WHO TO INCLUDE AT EACH

BY BAILEY HELDMAR

DON'T STOP THE
PARTIES
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Abbey Springs          262.275.6113         abbeysprings.org 

Experience Abbey Springs 
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Lazy 
Cloud 
Lodge

Boutique Hotel and Wedding Venue

Voted as #1 Couples Getaway 
in Lake Geneva Area

Hosting Small Weddings for over 20 years!

Romantic Wedding Venue with up to 25 guests

Wedding Packages from the simple to extravagant

Budget Minded Options for the perfect day

Two Unique Properties in Lake Geneva & Fontana

Updated Rooms with Rustic Decor  
& Modern Amenities: Fireplace Suites,  

Whirlpool tub, Fridge, Microwave, Keurig,  
Free Wi-Fi, Complimentary Breakfast

W4033 WI-50, Lake Geneva   |   262.275.3322   |   lazycloud.com

affair. Although if everyone is in on 
the surprise, you may head straight 
to your engagement party after the 
proposal!
	 You don’t have to invite everyone 
that you plan to invite to the wedding; 
in fact, it’s customary to keep the 
guest list to just family, the wedding 
party and perhaps a few other close 
friends. However, don’t invite anyone 
to the engagement party that you 
don’t also plan to invite to the 
wedding. Speaking of invitations, an 
engagement party doesn’t require 
formal, mailed invites. Evites or even 
a Facebook event are an acceptable 
and easy way to get the word out.
	 Host your engagement party at 
home or at your favorite restaurant to 
keep cost and planning to a minimum. 
It’s still early, so save your budget for 
the big day! Many restaurants and 
bars have rooms available to rent 
for large groups that are perfect for 
engagement parties. If you host at 
home, ask a few close relatives to pitch 
in with food prep and decorating.
	 No matter what size your party is 
in terms of number of guests, make M
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sure to assign someone (a reliable 
close friend or family member) to take 
candid photos throughout the night. 
And it’s also fun to have some sort 
of guest book, or even a place where 
guests can write down a quick tip or 
advice about wedding planning.
	 While most guests will likely bring 
a small gift, it’s not mandatory at 
the engagement party. Some guests 
might take a peek at your registry if 
you already have one, but don’t feel 
obligated to register before the party. 
A card and nice bottle of wine are an 
appropriate engagement party gift. 

BACHELOR & BACHELORETTE 
PARTIES 
Hosted by the bridesmaids and the 
groomsmen, bachelor and bachelorette 
parties take place closer to the 
wedding — think two months to two 
weeks before. While it’s tradition to 
have them on the same weekend, 
don’t stress if you and your sweetie 
celebrate your final days as singles on 
different dates. It’s more important to 
find a time that works for everyone in 
your individual wedding parties. While 
not everything about the party has to 
be a surprise, your friends should take 
on the majority of the planning for 
this event. After all, it’s a time for you 
to relax, let loose and forget about 
wedding planning.
	 The guest list for the bachelor 
and bachelorette parties is by no 
means limited to only those in your 
wedding party; feel free to include 
other close friends and siblings. 
This is another event that does not 
call for formal invitations. In fact, a 
group text may be the easiest way 
to determine everyone’s schedule to 
start planning!
	 Whether your friends have 
planned a night on the town in your 
hometown or a weekend getaway to a 
different city, the most important thing 
is to have fun at your bachelorette or 
bachelor party. Whether you go out 
for dinner and dancing, enjoy mani-
pedis and a wine tasting, take in a 
local sports game, explore a new city 
or simply lounge by the pool, there 
are endless ways to celebrate your 
upcoming wedding with friends!
	 One point of contention for 
bachelor and bachelorette parties can 

THE BEST IS WHAT WE’RE ALL ABOUT
the best selection, prices and service!

HARD TO FIND WHISKEYS
LARGEST SELECTION OF PREMIUM CIGARS

Beer, Wine & Spirits
A FULL-SERVICE DESTINATION OF  

LAKE GENEVA’S LARGEST SELECTION OF

524 Broad Street  |  Lake Geneva  |  Just a Few Blocks North of Downtown
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  www.brunosliquor.com  |  262.248.6407

2012 - 2020

2020

BEST OF

Geneva Lake

ROOMS  •  CABINS  •  FREE IN ROOM COFFEE  •  GOLF AND RESTAURANT NEXT DOOR  • HEATED POOL  •  FREE PARKING  

AIR CONDITIONING  •  REFRIGERATORS  •  MICROWAVES  •  BARBEQUE GRILLS  •  FREE WI-FI  • FLAT SCREEN TV 

FIREPLACE & WHIRLPOOL  •  ESPN & DISNEY  •  HAIRDRYER  •  IRON  •  IRONING BOARD

LESS THAN A 10 MINUTE WALK TO THE LAKE, RESTAURANTS AND BARS

524 Wells St., Lake Geneva • 262.248.3464 
thelakegenevalodge.com

Rustic Elegance • Ballroom Amenities • On-site Ceremony
Accommodates 350 Guests • Winter Weddings

7377 Krueger Road • Lake Geneva, WI 53147
262-348-9900 • hawksviewgolfclub.com
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be the cost. As a rule of thumb, the 
wedding party should treat the guest 
of honor to a night out; however, if 
travel is required, the bride or groom 
should cover her or his own expenses, 
with the exception of a nice dinner 
or a few drinks on their friends at the 
destination. And if you do opt for a 
weekend getaway, don’t be offended 
if some of the invitees can’t attend; 
there are plenty more opportunities 
to celebrate you.
	 Bachelorette parties are notorious 
for being recognizable in public 
because the entire group is wearing 
matching sashes, shirts or hats. Make 
sure to let your wedding party know 
if there is anything (a wearable item, 
wording on a shirt, planned party 
destination) that would make you 
uncomfortable, so there’s no tension 
during the weekend of the festivities.

BRIDAL SHOWER
Another event that takes place in 
the last month or two before the big 
day is the bridal shower. True to its 
name, the bride is showered with love 
and gifts at this traditionally daytime 

event. As for the host, it can be anyone 
from your maid of honor to your mom 
or another close female relative.
	 Historically ladies only, the guest 
list should include family, the wedding 
party and other close friends of the 
bride. A classic wedding shower is 
brunch at the host’s home; opening 
presents would follow light snacks, 
refreshments and maybe a few games. 
If you’re imagining something less 

traditional and a little more relaxed, 
have the festivities at a restaurant or 
an art class.
	 As with many events on this list, 
the female-only rule is increasingly 
broken by couples that choose to have 
a joint shower. As with a traditional 
wedding shower, a relative or the 
couple’s close friends would host a 
coed event at their home or favorite 
local spot. Whatever kind of event you 
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Lake Geneva’s Finest...

430 N. Broad St.
Downtown Lake Geneva

262.248.0888
TheTuscanTavernandGrill.com

Private party rooms for weddings + 
baby showers, wedding rehearsals, 

anniversary parties and pre/post 
wedding parties.
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Bringing you to 
the best of the Lake 

Geneva Area!

lakefrontshuttle.com • 262.203.4769 
info@lakefrontshuttle.com

•  Country Thunder 
Shuttles

• Concerts
• Winery Tours
• Brewery Tours
•  Bachelor/ 

Bachelorette Parties
• Wedding Shuttle
• Private Tours
• Shuttle Rentals 

Book your tour today!

262.348.9463 
617 W. Main St, Lake Geneva

TheBottleShopLakeGeneva.com

We have 
something 

for everyone. 

Join us to sip at our wine bar,  
beautiful patio, cozy lounge or find 

something to take home.
Wine, Whiskey & Tequilla Flights • Craft Beer & Spirits

Outdoor Patio • Live Music • Dog Friendly
Stand Up Comedy in Grapevine Theatre • Cozy Lounge

choose to have, mailed invitations are 
expected.
	 Make sure to register for 
wedding gifts before your shower 
because guests will look to it as a 
source for what to gift you at the 
shower. Often the shower hostess will 
coordinate the purchase of a larger, 
more expensive item to be gifted 
by a group of guests. Alternatively, 
some brides opt to have a lingerie 
shower where guests are asked to 
gift lingerie or sultry sleepwear for 
the honeymoon. While this doesn’t 
require a registry, be sure to list your 
sizes and perhaps a few preferred 
brands on the invitation.

REHEARSAL DINNER
The groom’s parents traditionally host 
the rehearsal dinner, which is always 
held the night before the wedding. 
After the couple and their wedding 
party rehearse the ceremony at the 
venue, they’ll head to dinner to 
celebrate with their closest relatives 
and friends. While the father of the 
bride, best man and maid of honor 
will give speeches the next day at the 

reception, the rehearsal dinner is a 
time for other guests to share their 
fond memories and well wishes for 
the couple. You might consider putting 
together a slideshow or video of you 
as a couple to watch after dinner.

	 Like the engagement party, you 
don’t have to invite everyone to the 
rehearsal dinner that you invite to 
the wedding. The guest list should 
always include the wedding party and 
immediate family, but many couples 
choose to invite extended family and 
other close friends as well, and often 
guests who have traveled for the 
wedding and are staying overnight. In 

the case of a destination wedding, it’s 
a courtesy to invite all guests to the 
rehearsal dinner.
	 Since the main event is the 
next day, most couples opt to have 
a more casual rehearsal dinner that 
complements the wedding. The 
rehearsal dinner is a time for everyone 
to mingle and enjoy each others’ 
company before the production of the 
wedding day. Be sure to thank guests 
from near and far for attending and 
being a part of your celebration as you 
rest assured that everything is set for 
the big day.
	 The venue could range from your 
parents’ backyard to your favorite 
restaurant. Whatever you choose, the 
rehearsal dinner is the perfect time to 
infuse a little of your personality as 
a couple into the wedding weekend. 
Was your first date at a taco truck? 
See if you can rent it for the event! Did 
you bond over a love of craft beer? 
Host the rehearsal dinner at your 
favorite brewery. If it’s a destination 
wedding, think about a restaurant 
that showcases the local cuisine.
	 Paper invitations are customary 
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Bookings 262-903-4432
352 Lake St., Fontana, WI

The Lakeshore Room
Upstairs at Chuck’s

Bridal Showers • Rehearsal Dinners 
Intimate Weddings • Post Wedding Brunch

Helping you create memorable celebrations

for the rehearsal dinner and are sent 
after you receive wedding RSVPs. 
Guests do not bring gifts to the 
rehearsal dinner, but the night before 
the wedding is a good time to give 
thank you gifts to your wedding party, 
especially if it’s something you’d like 
them to wear during the ceremony. 
It’s the perfect opportunity to thank 
your wedding party in person for 
being part of your celebration.

CEREMONY AND RECEPTION
The main event! Although tradition 
states the bride’s parents host the 
wedding and reception, like many 
traditions, this one no longer holds 
firm. Many couples choose to host 
their own wedding, the groom’s 
parents may offer to host or all three 
parties could chip in a little bit to pull 
off your dream wedding. The wedding 
ceremony and reception should need 
no explanation, but there are a few 
details that often need clarification.
	 The guest list is historically the 
same for both events, but some couples 
choose to have an intimate ceremony 

followed by a larger reception. Although 
it depends on the couple’s style, the 
ceremony and reception will be the 
most formal of all your events, which 
means mailed invitations are a must. 
The typical wedding stationery suite 
will include an invitation, reception 
card, an RSVP card with pre-addressed 
envelope, directions to the venue, an 
accommodations card for out-of-town 
guests, as well as any other information 
you think your guests will need.
	 Whether you hold the ceremony 
and reception at separate venues or at 
a location that can accommodate both, 
it’s helpful to have a day-of coordinator.
	 Even if you choose not to have a 
wedding planner, most event spaces 
have an event coordinator that keeps 
things running smoothly while you 
enjoy your special day to the fullest. 
Similarly, you wouldn’t want your 
mom or best friend running around 
the venue putting out fires instead of 
celebrating at your side.
	 Guests should bring gifts from 
your registry to the wedding. Register 
for gifts at a variety of price points at a 
few different stores so that every guest 
can find the perfect gift at a price they 
feel comfortable with. If you don’t 
need or want physical gifts, you can 
also ask that guests contribute money 
to a honeymoon fund. Although this 
trend is still catching on, there are a 
few websites designed to help.

DAY-AFTER BRUNCH
Whoever hosted the ceremony and 
reception may also host a brunch 
the day after the wedding. Especially 
common for destination weddings, 
the informal and completely optional 
party is for wedding guests to say a 
final goodbye to the newlyweds before 
they jet off to their honeymoon. Of 
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1st Annual 

Groom’s Day 
eXtravaganza 

Be a part of your wedding. 
You can decide, too. 

Sun, Dec 5, 2021 • 11am-1:30pm 

BBrriiddaall  FFaaiirr  
Sun, Feb 20, 2022 • 11am-1:30pm 

LLaakkeess  AArreeaa  

N6246 Hwy 12/67, Elkhorn, WI 53121 • EvergreenGolf.com/weddings • (262) 723-5722 
EACH: $5 in advance online • $8 at the door 

WIN 
Golf Play 

•  
Door Prizes 

•  
Beer Tasting 

•  
Bachelor Party 

Ideas 

Door Prizes 
• 

Wine Tasting 
• 

Models in 
Bridal 
Gowns 

• 
Samples 

Appetizers & 
Sweets 

14th Annual 

course, a brunch is just one more event to add to an already 
busy wedding calendar; nobody will question if you choose 
to skip this event and start the honeymoon a little early (or 
you just want to sleep in).
	 Invitations to the brunch can be an added insert in 
the wedding invitation, but a digital invitation is equally 
appropriate. While destination weddings typically call for 
inviting everyone that attended the wedding, in other cases, 
it’s acceptable to invite only the wedding party, immediate 
family and out-of-town guests as a courtesy. Common places 
to host a morning-after brunch are at the host’s home or at 
the hotel where most of your guests stayed.
	 Fitting the more casual atmosphere, the day-after 
brunch can be a come-and-go event. Let guests know that 
they should feel free to stop by anytime within a two- or 
three-hour period to offer any final congratulations. A 
buffet or an à la carte menu are easy ways to feed your 
guests without much stress; offer light breakfast options 
like muffins, quiche and fruit that do not require a sit-down 
meal. While a mimosa or Bloody Mary bar is always festive, 
be sure to have plenty of coffee and water!
	 If you take anything from this, it should be that there 
are a few rules that can’t be broken. Talk to your family and 
friends well in advance about what events are a must and 
which you’d rather skip. Discuss who might be willing to 
host and what you’d like to take on yourself, and set budget 
expectations for each event. Most importantly, remember 
that every event is supposed to be a celebration of your 
unique love story!   A

N
N

A
 U

R
B

A
N

 P
H

O
T
O

G
R

A
P

H
Y

WEDDING GUIDE   n  



72   n   atthelakemagazine.com

SARAH + MICHAEL
December 31, 2020 | Photography & Videography by Matt Mason Photography

Sarah was traveling in Greece on the 
Fourth of July when she first met 

Michael, a handsome member of the 
United States Navy stationed at a nearby 
base. What might have remained a 
fleeting encounter blossomed into a 
cross-continental romance. In 2019, 
while spending the Fourth of July in 
Lake Geneva, as Sarah has done her 
whole life, Michael proposed on a boat 
ride to Big Foot Beach.
	 The wedding was originally 
planned at The Ridge for summer 
2020, but due to the pandemic 
restrictions, Sarah and Michael moved 

the date to New Year’s Eve. Two days 
before the wedding, Lake Geneva was 
transformed into a winter wonderland 
after receiving 18 inches of snow.  
	 The black-tie affair suited the 
setting. Sarah wore a custom gown 
designed as a nod to the dress her 
mother wore on her own wedding day, 
adding a fur wrap. The bridesmaids 
wore gowns in a shade of blush with 
cream-colored faux fur wraps, and the 
groom wore a shawl-collar tuxedo with 
custom cufflinks that read, “You are my 
greatest adventure.”
	 Following the wedding ceremony 

in the Fireside Room, the party moved 
into the main ballroom for cocktails, 
dinner and dancing. The menu 
included ravioli portobello pomodoro, 
filet mignon and salmon. After 
dinner, guests enjoyed cake, cookies 
and cupcakes emblazoned with the 
wedding’s theme — “Our Adventure” 
— before hitting the dance floor 
and socializing in one of four heated 
outdoor igloos. At midnight, the couple 
and their guests counted down the end 
of 2020, and at the stroke of midnight, 
Sarah and Michael began their newest 
adventure together.

Real 
Weddings
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CEREMONY & RECEPTION VENUE: The Ridge 
Hotel

EVENT PLANNER: Hillary Connelly

ENGAGEMENT & WEDDING RINGS: Neil Lane

BRIDEʼS GOWN: MS Moda

BRIDEʼS SHOES: Badgley Mischka

BRIDEʼS JEWERLY & ACCESSORIES: Earrings 
from MS Moda; Necklace was family-provided; 
Purse from MOH; Fur Shawl from MS Moda

BRIDEMAIDSʼ DRESSES: BHLDN, WTOO 
Bridesmaids, Jenny Yoo

BRIDEMAIDSʼ FUR SHRUGS: Etsy

FORMALWEAR: Blk Tux 

GROOMʼS CUSTOM CUFFLINKS: Etsy

GROOMSMENʼS FORMALWEAR: Men’s 
Wearhouse

HAIR: Alex Izaguirre of Deco Adamo

MAKEUP: Kayla Consolo of Deco Adamo

INVITATIONS & STATIONERY: Minted 

TABLE SIGNS & SEATING CHART: Mary Beth 
Langkamp

FLORAL: Tommi’s Garden Blooms

DÉCOR: Elegant Presentations 

CATERING & MENU: The Ridge Hotel

CAKE & SWEETS: Erica Koren Cakery

ENTERTAINMENT & UPLIGHTING: John Ludy,  
A Personal Touch DJ

TRANSPORTATION: Y Drive Limo

THE DETAILS 
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BEST ALBUM SELECTION ON THE PLANET
100% CUSTOMER SERVICE GUARANTEE

NAMED BEST PHOTOGRAPHERS IN WISCONSIN

idealimpressions.com • 262.729.3192

WEDDINGS - EVENTS - PHOTOBOOTHS - VIDEO

Looking for More 
Wedding Ideas?

Check Out Chicago 
Style Weddings!

chicagostyleweddings.com

A Publication of 
Nei-Turner Media Group, Inc.

Services Offered
- 

Contracting
Planning

Execution
Ceremony Only 

201 Broad St, Suite F Lake Geneva

www.somethingbluelakegeneva.com

262.745.1677

Something Blue Wedding Planning  
offers partial and full-service wedding planning and event 
coordination in the Lake Geneva and surrounding areas.

NEW
!

•	Over	4600	square	feet	of	flexible	space,	
accommodating	up	to	240	guests

•	 Included	with	rental:	ceremony	and	reception	set	
for	up	to	200	guests,	two	portable	bars

•	Bridal	loft	with	private	bathroom,	kitchenette	and	
large	balcony	overlooking	the	lake

•	Outdoor	patio	for	cocktails

•	Lakeside	ceremony	on	over	six	acres	of	pristine	
shoreline

•	Professional	day-of	wedding	coordinator	included

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

Proudly partnering with Delavan 
Lake Resort, located within walking 
distance of Waters Edge and offering 
special rates for wedding parties.

info@watersedgedl.com • watersedgedl.com • 262.208.4577
watersedgedl •     @watersedgedl



elegant weddings & events
intimate • ambiance • uniqueness

for more details, call 262.248.9711. ask for sales
or visit us at www.staymaxwell.com/private-events

• customized events & buyouts •
• Say "I Do" •

new package for up to 24 guests
includes 1 night stay, florals, cake  &  toast

photo by
samantha / everly collective

photo by
lost pine photo and film
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MELISSA + RYAN
May 22, 2021 | Photography by Ideal Impressions Photography

Ryan and Melissa lived across the 
street from each other while 

attending college at Northern Illinois 
University, but it wasn’t until after 
they had both graduated that they 
met as spectators at a Norge Ski 
Jump event in River Grove. Their 
relationship soared from there 
and they got engaged in 2019 at a 
“Friendsgiving” party. 
	 Although they had originally 
scheduled the wedding for Halloween 
of 2020, pandemic restrictions led 
them to reschedule for May of 2021. 
They chose Delavan’s Rosewood for 

their venue, loving its “rustic, vintage 
and eclectic” vibe, as well as its 
ample outdoor firepits for socializing 
and a gazebo for the ceremony 
itself. The floral décor featured an 
arrangements of dahlias, peonies, 
David Austen roses, ranunculus and 
spray roses. 
	 Melissa wore a sleeveless lace 
gown and carried a bouquet of deep 
red, sage, yellow, ivory and blush-
colored flowers. The bridesmaids 
wore gowns of deep red while the 
groomsmen wore gray suits with red 
ties and boutonnieres of red roses. 

The color theme was continued 
through the event — during the 
traditional wedding ceremony, the 
couple and their parents each poured 
glass beads into a vessel, which was 
then hand-blown into a sculpture. 
	 A cocktail hour followed the 
ceremony and featured two signature 
cocktails named for the couple’s 
beloved pets — Oliver, a miniature 
poodle and Rosie, a goldendoodle 
— who also made an appearance as 
part of the cake topper. Dinner and 
dancing rounded out the evening, 
the mood lively and upbeat.

Real 
Weddings
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CEREMONY & RECEPTION VENUE: Rosewood

EVENT PLANNERS: Beth Iverson and Dianne 
Watson of Rosewood

BRIDEʼS ENGAGEMENT & WEDDING RINGS: 
Family-provided

GROOMʼS WEDDING RING: Studio D Jewelers, 
Woodstock, Ill.

BRIDEʼS GOWN: Tovah Lane by Sottero  
and Midgley, Volle’s Bridal & Boutique, Lake 
Zurich, Ill.

BRIDEʼS JEWERLY & ACCESSORIES: Family-
provided

BRIDEMAIDSʼ DRESSES: Azazie

GROOM & GROOMSMENʼS FORMALWEAR: 
Men’s Wearhouse

HAIR & MAKEUP: Athina and Vesna of Elana 
Darrus Makeup and Hair

INVITATIONS & STATIONERY: Zazzle 

FLORAL & DÉCOR: Petals & Promises, Rosewood 

CATERING & MENU: Rosewood

CAKE & SWEETS: Cakes by Dea, Marengo, Ill.

ENTERTAINMENT: Mark Hladisch, Rosewood

TRANSPORTATION: Van Galder

THE DETAILS 
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Say I Do

THEABBEYRESORT.COM | 269 FONTANA BLVD. FONTANA, WI 53125 |  (800) 709 -  1323

lake geneva dream weddings

Imagine your wedding at our beautiful resort on the 

shores of Lake Geneva. Our dramatic venues and 

elegant guestrooms coupled with our reputation for 

excellent service provide an unforgettable location for 

you and your guests for this once-in-a-lifetime event.



Nationally Registered Historic 
lakefront garden mansion that 

can accommodate 75-150 guests, 
with dramatically designed parlors 
accented with antique lace, ornate 
fireplaces and crystal chandeliers.

A

327 Wrigley Dr.
Lake Geneva, WI

262.248.4700
bakerhouse1885.com
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HEIDI + NICK
June 26, 2021 | Photography by Anna Urban Photography

Heidi and Nick first met in high 
school and became good friends, 

but it wasn’t until both moved back 
to their hometown after college that 
they started dating and fell in love. Nick 
proposed on a vacation to the Cayman 
Islands, seizing the perfect sunset 
moment to get down on one knee.  
	 Their original wedding date was 
scheduled for June of 2020, but the 
global pandemic limited that event 
to a small ceremony for close family. 
So on June 26, 2021, Heidi and Nick 
celebrated a larger wedding event with 
215 guests at Lake Geneva’s Hawk’s 

View Golf Club. “We wanted something 
beautiful, a little rustic, but also 
relaxed,” Heidi explains. “Hawk’s View 
gave off that perfect vibe.” 
	 Heidi opted for a sleeveless, fitted 
dress in ivory lace and the bridesmaids 
wore gowns in Sedona pink. The 
floral theme incorporated greenery, 
white flowers and succulents. For the 
reception tables, Heidi and Nick chose 
numbers that were important to them, 
and the centerpieces featured wine 
bottles hand-painted by Heidi’s father.
	 Heidi walked down the aisle to 
Ben E. King’s “Stand By Me.” The 

short ceremony featured an exchange 
of vows Heidi and Nick had written 
themselves. Following the ceremony, 
they joined their guests for a cocktail 
hour featuring signature cocktails — an 
old fashioned for Nick and a lemon drop 
martini for Heidi. Dinner and dancing 
followed on the covered outdoor patio. 
	 Guests dined on steak in a red 
wine sauce, a wild rice-stuffed chicken 
breast in cream sauce and vegetarian 
ravioli before dancing into the night to 
the sounds of DJ Felix. Heidi says the 
party was a hit: “I think everyone had a 
great time.”

Real 
Weddings
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CEREMONY & RECEPTION VENUE:  
Hawk’s View Golf Club 

EVENT PLANNER: Becky Farber at Hawk’s View 
Golf Club

ENGAGEMENT & WEDDING RINGS: Goodman’s 
Jewelers, Madison, Wis.

BRIDEʼS GOWN: Marah’s Elegant Bridal,  
Mount Horeb, Wis.

BRIDEʼS SHOES: Badgley Mischka

BRIDEʼS JEWERLY & ACCESSORIES: Marah’s 
Elegant Bridal, Mount Horeb, Wis.

BRIDEMAIDSʼ DRESSES: David’s Bridal

FORMALWEAR: Men’s Wearhouse 

GROOMʼS ACCESSORIES: Tie from Men’s 
Wearhouse; pocket square from The Tie Bar

GROOMSMENʼS FORMALWEAR: Men’s 
Wearhouse

HAIR: Hair by Rachelle

MAKEUP: Kristen Willert & Chelsey Rodenkirch

INVITATIONS & STATIONERY: Paper Source, 
Madison, Wis. 

FLORAL & DÉCOR: Tattered Leaf Designs Studio 

CATERING & MENU: Hawk’s View Golf Club

CAKE & SWEETS: Gooseberries Fresh Food 
Market

ENTERTAINMENT: DJ Felix Entertainment

TRANSPORTATION: Hawk’s View Golf Club; 
Fairfield Inn and Suites shuttle

THE DETAILS 
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BLOCK  •  BRICK  •  STONE  •  FIREPLACES  •  OUTDOOR LIVING  •  NAPOLEON GRILLS

W3751 Builders Ct., Zenda, WI
262.275.6611 • LakesBrickandBlock.com

Window & Door Replacement

DO IT ONCE.
DO IT RIGHT.
Not Just a Cute Slogan or Empty

Promise To Us...

SOBERGWINDOWS.COM

(262) 275-2150

Soberg Window & Door Company
Showroom located at:
W5820 County Road B

Walworth, WI 53184



General plumbing repairs & installations 
Sewer rodding and camera
Boilers and Chillers
In floor Hydronic heating systems
Service of water lines & sewer systems
Process piping installation & maintenance 
Welding
Filtration
And more!

SPECIALIZING IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, AND 
RESIDENTIAL WORK, WE’RE YOUR GO-TO FOR:

GIVE US A CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY: 262-770-0221

At Northern Mechanical, we pride ourselves on our 
skilled workmanship, professionalism, and integrity. 
We’ve served our community since 2009 with 
accurate, fairly priced proposals followed through 
with courteous execution. 

NORTHERNMECHANICALUSA.COM
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orking as a remodeling 
consultant and designer for 

Stebnitz Builders, Jeff Auberger has 
jotted down endless creative ideas 
over the years for his dream home. He 
and his wife, Shelly, already owned a 
beautiful 30-acre property in Wisconsin, 
and finally in 2019 they were able to 
start construction on their unique 
vision. With sustainability in mind, Jeff 
decided on a modern pole barn design 
and knew that Stebnitz would be the 
ideal contractor for the project. 

The firm is no stranger to unique and 
sophisticated builds, and as a third-
generation owner of Stebnitz Builders 
in Elkhorn, Chris Stebnitz is a veteran 
in the residential construction industry. 
In fact, next year the firm will proudly 
celebrate 50 years of full-service 
residential remodeling and home 
design. “While we are extremely proud 
of the hundreds of projects we’ve 
completed and the relationships we’ve 
created with those homeowners, none 

of those could have been possible 
without the tremendous team we’ve 
had throughout those 50 years,” says 
Stebnitz. “There are so many people 
who helped us become the team we 
are today. The one constant that exists 
is the passion to understand the needs 
of our clients and the goals they have 
for their homes.”

The company is interwoven with the 
Walworth County community — 
sponsoring charity events, donating to 
organizations like Habitat for Humanity, 
United Way of Walworth County and 
establishing the Stebnitz Builders 
scholarship for high school students to 
continue their education in the skilled 
trades field.

Stebnitz Builders continues to receive 
recognition for the impact they have on 
the industry and their community. They 
received the GuildMaster Award in 2014 
in recognition of their service excellence, 
and have recently been named a Fred 

POLE BARN 
LUXE

W

Stebnitz Builders’ client-focused 
process and decades of expertise 

produced the ultra-hip green home of 
one couple’s dreams

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION | STEBNITZ BUILDERS INC.
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Case Remodeling Entrepreneur of the 
Year Award finalist, which celebrates 
innovation in the industry, like unique 
building processes or use of materials 
and creative use of technology. 

Tracy McHugh, a sales and brand 
manager at Stebnitz, has been named a 
Women in Construction Honoree by 
The Daily Reporter, for outstanding 
achievements by top women in the 
construction industry. McHugh and her 
team brought their combined expertise 
to complete the Aubergers’ vision of 
an ultra-efficient home with a rustic-
meets-industrial vibe, and she states 
that the high efficiency and sleek look 
can be duplicated for any project. “The 
materials for this design were carefully 
selected and sourced for the Aubergers’ 
home, but these materials can be applied 
to any remodel project, not just a new 

86   n   atthelakemagazine.com
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home build like this,” says McHugh. 

The Aubergers’ pole barn home totals 
5,000 square feet, of which 2,500 
square feet is living space, and its 
design perfectly captures the cozy but 
modern aesthetic Jeff and Shelly had in 
mind. However, the visual impact was a 
secondary factor for the homeowners, 
who had extensive experience with 
green building through the years and 
opted to build with low-maintenance, 
sustainable materials. Typically featuring 
laminated columns or perma-columns, 
a pole barn construction (also referred 
to as post frame) is a cost-effective and 
energy-efficient design. With columns 
spaced farther apart than traditional 
studs, the buildings have a larger wall 
cavity that provides more room for 
insulation, lowering heating and cooling 
costs.

The Aubergers decided to cover the 
exterior of their home with corrugated 
red, black and gray metal, which is 
maintenance free, increases efficiency 
and enhances the industrial look. Glass 
garage doors separate the living space 
from the three-season room, protecting 
the interior from outside changes in 
temperature. “The polished concrete 
floors feature in-floor heating, which 
saves energy,” says Jeff. “The home is 
also zoned on different thermostats 
for added efficiency.” Metal was used 
to add unique flair to the exterior of 
the fireplace, and the kitchen features 
a natural stone island and custom built-
ins showcasing rift-sawn wood from 
central Wisconsin. 

Modern, trendy features like the 
corrugated walls and black shower 
doors in the bathroom impress guests 
and add to the rich design elements 
— which were all carefully curated 
and executed by the pros at Stebnitz 
Builders to complete the Aubergers’ 
dream home. “Our team has always 
been focused on listening to our clients,” 
says Stebnitz. “We ensure a design that 
fits the lifestyle they choose in a manner 
that offers peace of mind and enjoyment 
throughout the lifespan of the project. 
This process allows our clients to 
relax and fully enjoy the experience of 
working with Stebnitz Builders.”  

STEBNITZ BUILDERS INC.
204 Commerce Ct. #3

Elkhorn, WI 53121

262-723-7232
stebnitzbuilders.com

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION | STEBNITZ BUILDERS INC.
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here is no question — today’s American family is seeking a 
different kind of vacation rental. A cabin or lake home is no 
longer just a place to store your clothes, throw 
some meat on the barbecue or head out 

swimming. Modern vacation rentals need 
to transport guests to an entirely different 
mindset. Because of this, the most 
popular vacation rentals are usually 
teeming with character and aim to 
meet the eclectic needs of couples 
and families who are looking to 
get away from it all, in a “home 
away from home” atmosphere. 
And that’s exactly what At the 
Lake Digital Editor Holly Leitner-
Marquis and her husband, Sean 
Marquis, have created with their 
unique vacation rental homes in the 
heart of Williams Bay. 

When Holly first stumbled upon the Bay 
Chalet, a delightful log cabin built in the 1970s, 
with a towering, two-story vaulted living room and lofted second 
bedroom, she knew that it was exactly what she was looking for 
in a home for herself. With its rustic charm, surrounded by 

giant pines and a mere one mile from the Williams Bay Beach, 
the home stole Holly’s heart, and she made an offer during the 

Christmas season. “I couldn’t stop dreaming about 
the potential,” she says. “The Bay Chalet 

needed some sprucing up and TLC. I love 
a good project so I immediately got to 

work on updating the house.” 

Out went the tired bronze and red 
brick fireplace, replaced instead 
with a stunning, floor-to-ceiling 
stone fireplace that anchors the 
two-story great room. “It really 
pulls you in as you enter the 
house, creating that ‘up-north’ 

feel,” Holly says. She also built 
a new kitchen island; updated 

the lighting fixtures, faucets and 
outdoor fixtures; and replaced exterior 

doors. Today, Holly and Sean continue to 
complete many of the maintenance projects 

themselves, but often turn to local carpenters, 
electricians and plumbers for additional help. “Log cabins are 
a lot of maintenance — every couple of years things need to be 
stained and treated,” she says. 

T
A local vacation rental captures the essence of the Northwoods  

BY MAURA KELLER | PHOTOGRAPHY BY HOLLY LEITNER

CHALET 
GETAWAY

CoCozyzy
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T H E R E S A  H A N S E N

Whether it is your 

permanent residence or 

your lakeside getaway, 

our goal is to create a 

compelling space, that no 

matter where life takes 

you, home is always your 
favorite place to be…

• New Build

• Home Remodel

• Kitchen

• Bathroom

• Basement 

• Custom Cabinetry

• Custom Window Treatments

• Custom Furniture

theresahanseninteriors.com | theresa@theresahanseninteriors.com | 815-942-5486 | Chicagoland & Fontana

So how long did it take before Holly 
decided to transition the Bay Chalet 
from her private home to a vacation 
rental? “I lived in the house for two 
years before I transformed it into a 
vacation rental,” she explains. After she 
met Sean and they moved into a home 
they found together, they decided to 
rent out the Bay Chalet — adding beds 
and upgrading finishes to accommodate 
a high-traffic environment. 

Holly had already owned another 
vacation rental located in downtown 
Williams Bay, so she knew the specific 
features that would be most appealing 
to vacationers. As she explains it, the 
home fit the bill perfectly: it has 
charm and character; it’s cozy 
but boasts enough space 
for couples or small 
families; it’s private and 
quiet, yet close to town; 
and most importantly, 
it’s located in an area 
with the proper zoning 
to comply with local 
laws regarding vacation 
rentals. 

In order to obtain the 
necessary vacation 
rental permits, Holly 
and Sean had to 
first file the proper 

paperwork with the 
county and then consult 

the Town of Delavan  

about the local laws pertaining to 
vacation rentals. A state inspector 
came through the home to evaluate 
the property and ensure compliance 
with health and safety standards. Once 
these terms were met, the couple had 
to apply for a state permit, which they 
renew every year.



Home Furnishings & Interior DesignHome Furnishings & Interior Design
Paper Dolls Paper Dolls 

138 E. Geneva Square, Lake Geneva, WI 53147 • 262-248-6268 • paperdollsinteriors.com

We have the Largest Selection of  
Home Furnishings & Accessories in the Area

Interior Design Services – Custom Window Treatments, Blinds and Shades – Wallpaper
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In fact, the Bay Chalet property supports two vacation rentals. “When I bought the 
home, it also had a rundown ‘guest cottage’ on the property that I updated by turning 
it into a separate, beautiful tiny-house vacation rental,” Holly explains. Called the 
“Tiny Bay House,” this structure complements the Bay Chalet and features a separate 
yard. “It holds its own feel and style,” she says. “Sometimes people book both 
properties when they want to 
have family get-togethers but in 
separate living quarters.”

In the Bay Chalet, Holly has 
embraced a Northwoods design 

style, with rustic-yet-elegant 
details throughout —  from 
modern black fixtures to 
varying shades of wood 
accents to a wealth of 
natural elements, including 

stone. “I want it to feel 
cozy while also feeling a little 

elevated in style,” she explains. 

LookHOW TO 
GET THE

Creating an “elevated 
Northwoods” 
vacation feel is 
the cornerstone 
of Leitner-Marquis’ 
vision for the Bay 
Chalet in Williams Bay. 
“I wanted the Chalet to be the kind 
of place that people can’t wait to 
return to year after year,” she says. 
To get that classic look, the cabin 
boasts plush leather couches, over-
stuffed plaid pillows, unpainted wood 
finishes, a towering stone fireplace 
and nature-inspired accents.

The rental also offers guests plenty of 
classic diversions: board games, card 
games, floor checkers and a record 

player, as well as modern-
day amenities like cozy 

beds, smart TVs, state-
of-the-art appliances, 
high-speed WiFi and 
central air conditioning 
in the summer. Outside, 

a propane fire pit table 
encourages guests to enjoy 

the gorgeous, wooded setting. 

As the Bay Chalet demonstrates, you 
don’t have to move to the wilderness 
to get that log cabin vibe in your own 
home. The right choice of flooring, 
wall treatments and furniture can 
set the tone of any space. Select 
warm, cozy finishes including natural 
hardwoods, stone accents and 
rugged-yet-inviting furniture, such 
as rich, dark leather pieces. And 
remember, accent pieces including 
rustic antiques, plaid-wool blankets, 
plush rugs, wrought-iron 
lamps and nature- 
and wildlife-
inspired artwork 
are easy 
details that 
can enhance 
the rustic look 
you’re craving.
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NicksUpholstery.com • Lidia-Design.com • LakeHomeLivingWI.com
543 Valley View Dr. Fontana, WI • 262.298.5800

NICK’S UPHOLSTERY  •  LIDIA DESIGN
LAKE HOME LIVING

A One Stop Shop Providing Custom Furniture, Upholstery &  
Interior Design Services, Home Furnishings & Accessories for your home. 



94   n   atthelakemagazine.com

TIMELESS HOME FURNISHINGS, VINTAGE AND GIFTS
158 Fontana Blvd.  §  Fontana, WI  §  262-394-5088  §  www.Fontana-Home.com

“Think salt-light candles, plaid blankets, 
ceramic mugs and nature-themed artwork. 
Decorating is like a puzzle, and I like to 
play with the pieces until it’s just right. I 
don’t like log cabins that feel too kitschy 
and overly decorated. Less is more.” 

Both Holly and 
Sean maintain 
full-time careers, 
so their vacation 
rentals are a fun and 
rewarding side business. 

“Sean is very involved with the 
maintenance,” she explains. “He’s 
great at woodworking projects and 
fixing things.” Holly is involved with 
guest relations, marketing, décor, 
online listings and bookkeeping. 

She’s also quick to point out that 
this is a hospitality business above 
all, so the guests’ enjoyment is the 
number-one priority. “It really helps 
if you’re handy and able to make a 
considerable time commitment 
because there are always things to 
[do for] upkeep and questions to 

answer about the rental property,” 
Holly says. “Sean and I are 

both very actively involved 
in it and thankfully we 
make a good team. Our 
primary home is in 
Lake Geneva and I’m 
a fourth-generation 
family member of this 
lake community. It 

truly feels very special 
to be able to share our 

love of this area with our 
guests.”  



General Contractor • Construction Management • New Home Construction 
Additions • Remodeling • Painting • Tiling & Anything in between 

Moe Le Roux
(262) 903-1775 • mlrconstruct@aol.com

“No Job too Big,  
No Job too Small.” 

Bathrooms • Kitchens • Steam Rooms
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JAMES E. KILLIAN & JEN SCHILDGEN

KISHWAUKETOE
A Nature Conservancy for the Children of Tomorrow

Excerpts from

//  SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT  //
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Eight years ago, Williams Bay resident James E. Killian retired from 
a career in healthcare administration and turned his attention to 
helping his community. Soon he was elected as a trustee to the 

Williams Bay Village Board and assigned the task of working as a liaison 
to Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy (KNC), established in 1990 by 
former Village President and current KNC Board Chairman Harold 
Friestad, to whom the book is dedicated. Before long, Killian was a 
regular volunteer and then a Kishwauketoe Board Member. 

In this role, he recognized the need for a comprehensive history of the 
Conservancy. In 2018, Killian enlisted the assistance of Jen Schildgen, 
a professional photographer and graphic designer with a deep love for 
Kishwauketoe, and together they began compiling the Conservancy’s 
history and story through archival research, interviews, photographs, 
maps and artwork. The result of this collaboration is “Kishwauketoe: A 
Nature Conservancy for the Children of Tomorrow,” a 256-page, full-
color coffee table book, available for purchase through the Friends of 
Kishwauketoe. As of press time, the books have not been shipped from 
the printer. Visit friendsofknc.org for updates on availability.

At the Lake is pleased to present excerpts 
from the new book “Kishwauketoe: A 
Nature Conservancy for the Children of 
Tomorrow,” detailing the history, mission 
and vision of this privately funded, 231-
acre nature preserve in Williams Bay.
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Excerpted from Chapter 12, pages 247-253

12

FOR THE CHILDREN 
OF TOMORROW

“We seem to understand the value of oil, timber, minerals, and housing,
but not the value of unspoiled beauty, wildlife, solitude, and spiritual renewal.”

- Bill Watterson, via Calvin of  "Calvin and Hobbes"

Undeniably, Kishwauketoe’s history is vast and 

intriguing, far beyond our humble written record 

here. Setting down these pages, and stepping foot 

into the park from the Route 67 entrance, one begins to 

sense the whispers of the past with each breath of fresh 

air. What feet hugged this earth a week passed? (Ten 

years passed, ten decades?) Who called this land home, 

searched these marshes for food, slept beneath these 

trees, casting similar questions about the future into the 

starry night sky?

Turning left towards the humble banks of Southwick 

Creek, leaves of towering cottonwoods shiver on the breeze, 

a reminder that it often takes a quiet mind to hear what 

wisdom nature seeks to whisper. Heading north along 

Southwick Creek Trail, lush, early summer foliage folds 

in, creating a gentle tunnel, filled with the subtle song of 

red-wing blackbirds and the playful chirping of squirrels 

and chipmunks alike. At each level, the forest reveals new 

inhabitants, all relishing in the beautifully balanced form 

and function of their natural home. 

At dusk, a raccoon scurries hurriedly up to nest, 

frightened by the soft crunch of approaching footsteps. 

A snapping turtle makes his way towards the warmth of 

the creekside and a late night meal. At dawn, twin fawns 

frolick clumsily through the underbrush, stretching their 

new legs not far from their mother’s watchful gaze.
Cottonwoods alongside 
Southwick Creek trail. P
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SAVE UP TO
$100 OFF

v3 Set Purchase*

v3 Mattress Collection
 

v5 Mattress Collection

SAVE UP TO
$150 OFF

v5 Set Purchase*

Work From

HOME

Bed
CUT OUT THE

MIDDLEMAN
MATTRESS SAVINGS!

Because we build your mattress locally, we cut out the middleman mark up and build you a better 
mattress for less. After you select the comfort level and construction that fits your needs, we build it 
and deliver it to your home wthout anyone else touching. That’s true FACTORY DIRECT!

*On set purchase with factory select covers. Not applicable on previous purchases. One coupon per set purchase. See store for details.

Thank You
for continuously voting us

#1
MATTRESS STORE

for McHenry County

$399
Adjustable Bed Bases*

Twin XL Starting at

*with Verlo Mattress purchase. Does not apply 
to previous purchases. See store for details.

• Great for watching TV, 
working or reading in bed

• Reduces snoring & acid 
reflux effects

• Alleviates lower back, knee 
& leg pain

• Aids in circulation

 
v7 Mattress Collection

SAVE UP TO
$200 OFF

v7 Set Purchase*

 
v9 Mattress Collection

SAVE UP TO
$250 OFF

v9 Set Purchase*

 
v11 Mattress Collection

SAVE UP TO
$300 OFF

v11 Set Purchase*

McHENRY
3710 West Elm St. • 815.578.8375

CRYSTAL LAKE
5150 North West Hwy • 815.455.2570

LAKE GENEVA
2462 Hwy 120 • 262.249.0420

verlo.com
800.224.VERLO

SLEEP. LOUNGE. WHATEVER. BETTER.

Centuries ago, much was different here. 
Yet, in the lives of Kishwauketoe’s true 
residents, much remains the same. It is our 
presence that has shifted around them — 
at times offering a symbiotic bond, other 
times, threatening to encroach upon 
their very existence. When we pause 
long enough amidst the elderberry and 
cattails that line the northern boardwalk, 
we have the opportunity to see first hand 
how our paths are literally entwined.

The healthier this land is, the healthier its 
inhabitants and visitors become.

Working eastward towards the North 
Prairie and the Woodlands, a maze of 
native shrubbery gives way to rolling hills 
of big bluestem grasses, undulating like 
waves in the wind. And as we imagine 
those venerable civilizations that came 
so long before us,  it behooves us to ask, 
what more can this land teach us, beyond 
the wisdom of hard learned lessons from 
the past?

As the grasses of the North Prairie yield to 
ancient oaks, stretching their great limbs 
towards the flowering meadow below, 

an answer begins to take shape. Just as 
the quiet decay of leaves and carbon 
feed these gentle giants, they breathe 
oxygen into our waiting lungs. Just as 
the fieldmouse feeds the eager adolescent 
bald eagle above. We are all in the midst 
of the greatest circle ever known. Our 
fates are woven together; our futures, our 
past.

Tree swallows dance below, swooping 
elegantly, all speed and grace. Their 
iridescent blue feathers glint briefly in 
the sunlight. Time stands still.

Tree swallows dancing in the sunshine. P
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Ski the in the

100 acres of skiable area, 20 runs,  

3 high speed quads, 4 triple chairs,  

2 rope tows and 5 wonder carpets

EAST TROY, WI

ALPINEVALLEYRESORT.COM

262-642-7374 | 800-227-9395

Best Midwest

If you’re lucky, walking back across the prairie, you may hear the call of a resident pair 
of sandhill cranes, signaling to this year’s colt that he should stay near, lest this newest 
passerby poses some threat. Warily, they will watch you, and if you move slowly, with 
grace and respect, they may stay, sharing with you their feeding grounds — trusting 
that there is more than enough in the way of snails, snakes, and seeds in this fertile 
land to support your brief intrusion. Afterall, they too are just seasonal residents here. 
Having danced, mated, nurtured, and dined, they will fly south, towards temperate 
Florida, once the October frost kisses a cold goodnight to their hunting grounds.

Spiderweb covered in dew. 

Sandhill crane pair and colt.
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LINN | A rare opportunity to own a piece of history! 
Part of the original Loramoor estate, the 3700 sq ft 
home & grounds covering 4½ acres tells a narrative of 
the past. Through the breezeway adjacent the inground 
pool you’ll find the family room w/ inviting stone-faced 
fireplace & the intricate bar from the Gas Light Club in 
Chicago. The main level of the house offers a bright 
kitchen, main floor laundry, master bedroom w/ en suite, 
and additional 2 bedrooms. Spacious living room w/
corner fireplace leads to dining room complete w/bay 
window and two-sided fireplace. Second master suite 
on upper level. Beautiful landscaping, sprawling front 
yard, and terrace. Close proximity to the south shores 
of Geneva Lake and access to the iconic lake path. 
MLS#1749926 • $1,200,000

LINN | Nestled on wooded & private ½ acre on 
prestigious Basswood Drive awaits your 4 BD, 
2BA home with views of Geneva Lake. Soaring 
ceilings in sunlit great room with gas fireplace.
MLS#1714741 • $750,000

GENEVA | Well-established and one-of-a-kind 
supper club in one of Wisconsin’s busiest resort 
towns. This family owned and operated restaurant 
is located just outside of Lake Geneva.
MLS#1713795 • $2,300,000

LAKE GENEVA | Bring your vision for your 
future business! Located in the heart of Lake 
Geneva with great visibility. Property includes 
a conference room, 3 offices, & waiting room.
MLS#1760351 • $525,000

Past the arboretum, up the Railroad Trail, where the pokeweed 
grows, fields of orange jewelweed wait, ready to enchant your 
senses, and ease your mosquito-bitten skin. Surely, there are 
some small discomforts to be found here. But overcoming our 
fear of the spider as she weaves her story into nightly webs, 
means being able to finally experience the startling beauty of 
dew drops on silvery strands. 

Jewelweed, covered in dew, which 
can be crushed and used as a salve 
to relieve itching from bug bites, 
stinging nettle and poison ivy.  P
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What a grand and expansive place to wander 
as a child. To grow tall year by year, visiting an 
oak planted with family and friends. 

To practice rewilding, taking to heart the art of 
imagining, and learning firsthand the careful 
quiet that signals the natural still before a 
storm. 

These gifts are given, over and over, without 
want of thanks, or expectation to the children 
of Williams Bay. Unassumingly, the land 
teaches us truths long forgotten. It reminds 
us of our tender roots, and grounds us to the 
wisdom of the Earth. 

In the midst of our man-made chaos and 
constant striving for more, better, faster, 
stronger, the land urges us to breathe. To trust. 
To know that we are connected, already, to 
something far greater than we can forge from 
steel or cement.

This is the legacy of Kishwauketoe. To instill, 
with unwavering patience and subtle grace, the 
knowledge that we are now, and forever will 
be, a part of nature. We watch over this land so 
that the children of tomorrow may always 
remember to hold dear the values of solitude, 
imagination, exploration, and connection: so 
that they may steer clear of the mistakes of our 
past, and look to nature to understand the 
delicate balance of respect which is vital to the 
survival and thriving of all.   

“Z,” exploring the vast expanse of 
the sky over Kishwauketoe. 

KNC boardwalk. P
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LAKE GENEVA  
ANTHONY’S STEAK AND 
SEAFOOD HOUSE
STEAKHOUSE/SUPPER CLUB   
$$$
W3354 State Hwy. 50, 	
Lake Geneva; 262-248-1818
anthonyssteakhouselg.com

AVANT CYCLE CAFÉ
COFFEE HOUSE  $
234 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-203-5141 
avantcyclecafe.com

THE BAKER HOUSE
AMERICAN  $$-$$$  
327 Wrigley Dr., 	
Lake Geneva; 262-248-4700
bakerhouse1885.com/restaurant

BARRIQUE BISTRO  
& WINE BAR
SPECIALTY  $-$$ 
835 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-1948
barriquewinebar.com

BEAN & VINE COFFEE BAR
COFFEE HOUSE  $-$$ 
The Ridge Hotel, W4240 	
State Hwy. 50, Lake Geneva; 	
262-249-3800
ridgelakegeneva.com/bean-vine

THE BOAT HOUSE 
BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $$ 
2062 S. Lake Shore Dr., 	
Lake Geneva; 262-812-4126
theboathouselakegeneva.com

THE BOTTLE SHOP
WINE BAR   $
617 W. Main St., Lake Geneva; 
262-348-9463
thebottleshoplakegeneva.com

CHAMPS SPORTS  
BAR AND GRILL
CASUAL  $
747 W. Main St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-6008
champslakegeneva.com

CLOCK TOWER PIZZA/
FRANK'S
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
272 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 	
262-203-5092
clocktowerpizza.com

COLD STONE CREAMERY
ICE CREAM  $ 
859 W. Main St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-4900
coldstonecreamery.com

CONSTANT CRAVINGS
CONFECTIONS  $
152 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 	
262-248-8450
constantcravings.net

CRAFTED ITALIA
ITALIAN  $$-$$$
The Ridge Hotel, W4240 	
State Hwy. 50, Lake Geneva; 	
262-249-3832
craftedlakegeneva.com

THE DECK BAR
AMERICAN  $$
The Ridge Hotel, W4240 	
State Hwy. 50, Lake Geneva; 	
262-249-3800
ridgelakegeneva.com/deck-bar

DRAGON CITY
ASIAN  $
98 E. Geneva Square, 	
Lake Geneva; 262-249-8867	

EGG HARBOR CAFÉ 
AMERICAN  $
827 Main St., Lake Geneva; 	
262-248-1207
eggharborcafe.com

FLAT IRON TAP
CASUAL  $-$$
150 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-4064
flatirontaplg.com

FOLEY’S BAR & GRILL
IRISH  $-$$ 
W3905 State Hwy. 50 (at 	
Hwy. 50 and Chapin Rd.), 	
Lake Geneva; 262-245-6966

GENEVA CHOPHOUSE
STEAKHOUSE  $$$  
Grand Geneva Resort, 	
Lake Geneva; 262-249-4788
grandgeneva.com/restaurants/
geneva-chophouse

GINO’S EAST
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
300 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-2525
ginoseast.com/lake-geneva

THE GRAND CAFÉ
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $-$$  
Grand Geneva Resort, 	
Lake Geneva; 262-249-4788
grandgeneva.com

GRANDMA VICKIE'S CAFÉ
DINER  $
522 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-249-0301

THE GRANDVIEW  
RESTAURANT
AMERICAN  $$-$$$
N2009 S. Lake Shore Dr., 	
Lake Geneva; 262-248-5690
grandviewrestaurant.com

Information is subject to change. Please contact individual restaurants for hours of operation. Inclusion in this directory should 

not be considered an endorsement by At the Lake. Visit atthelakemagazine.com to browse this directory online and to view 

locator maps for each restaurant.

//  DINING DIRECTORY  //
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150 CENTER ST.
LAKE GENEVA, WI 53147

262.812.4064

flatirontaplg.com
flatirontap@gmail.com

Local Farm to Table
Biggest Beer List in the County

Late Night Menu on Friday & Saturday

HAPPY CAFÉ
ASIAN  $
526 S. Wells St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-8181
happycafewi.com

HEART & SÓL CAFÉ
CASUAL  $-$$
264 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-4035
heartsolcafe.business.site

HOGS & KISSES
CASUAL  $
149 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 	
262-248-7447
hogsandkisses.com

THE HUNT CLUB  
STEAKHOUSE AT  
GENEVA NATIONAL
STEAKHOUSE  $$$ 
555 Hunt Club Ct., Lake Geneva; 
262-245-7200
huntclubsteakhouse.com

INSPIRED COFFEE
COFFEE HOUSE  $
883 W. Main St., Lake 	
Geneva; 262-683-8604
inspiredcoffee.org

JACKSON’S HOLE
CASUAL  $
1798 Genesee St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-1995

JONI’S DINER
DINER  $
111 Wells St., Lake Geneva; 	
262-348-9565
jonisdiner.com

KILWINS CHOCOLATE AND 
ICE CREAM SHOP
ICE CREAM/CONFECTIONS  $
772 W. Main St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-4400
kilwins.com/lakegeneva

LAKE-AIRE RESTAURANT
DINER  $
804 W. Main St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-9913
lakeairelg.com

LAKE CITY SOCIAL
CASUAL  $$
111 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-7047
lakecitysocialwi.com

LAKE GENEVA 
PIE COMPANY
BAKERY/CAFE  $-$$
150 E. Geneva Square, 	
Lake Geneva; 262-248-5100
lgpie.com

LINKS BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $-$$
Grand Geneva, Lake Geneva; 
262-249-4788
grandgeneva.com/restaurants/
links-bar-grill 

LORELEI BITTNER'S  
BAKERY
BAKERY  $ 
495 Interchange N. (Hwy. 120),	
Lake Geneva; 262-248-2330
loreleibittnersbakery.com 

 

LUIS’S PIZZA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
W3410 S. Lake Shore Dr., 	
Lake Geneva; 262-248-6810
luisspizza.com

MAMA CIMINO’S
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
131 N. Wells St., Lake Geneva; 
262-348-9077
mamaciminoslkg.com

MARS RESORT
STEAKHOUSE/SUPPER CLUB  
$-$$
W4098 S. Shore Drive (off State 
Hwy. 50 on Lake Como), 	
Lake Geneva; 262-245-5689
mars-resort.com 

NEXT DOOR PUB &  
PIZZERIA
AMERICAN/CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
411 Interchange North (Hwy. 120), 
Lake Geneva; 262-248-9551
nextdoorpub.com

OAKFIRE RESTAURANT & 
PIZZERIA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$ 
831 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-8007
oakfire.pizza

OLYMPIC RESTAURANT
DINER  $
748 W. Main St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-6541
olympicrestaurantlakegeneva.com

POPEYE’S
CASUAL  $-$$$
811 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-4381
popeyeslkg.com

RISTORANTÉ BRISSAGO
ITALIAN  $$-$$$
Grand Geneva Resort and Spa, 
Lake Geneva; 262-249-4788
grandgeneva.com/restaurants/
ristorante-brissago

SABAI, SABAI
ASIAN  $$
306 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-4114 
sabaisabailakegeneva.com

SAVOY
AMERICAN  $$$
W4190 West End Rd., Lake 	
Geneva; 262-394-3700
savoylakegeneva.com

SIMPLE CAFÉ
AMERICAN/BAKERY  $-$$
525 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 	
262-248-3556
simplelakegeneva.com

SMOKEY’S BAR-B-QUE HOUSE 
BARBECUE  $-$$
Timber Ridge Lodge at 	
Grand Geneva, State Hwy. 50, 	
Lake Geneva; 262-249-3400
timberridgelodge.com/eat/
smokeys
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Enjoy Chicago’s Original Gino’s East Pizza 
in Downtown Lake Geneva

Choose between our famous 
Deep Dish or Thin Crust pizza

Huge menu of many favorites - 
sandwiches, salads, and entrees

Dine in with spectacular lake view

Perfect for catering and banquets

SOPRA: AN AMERICAN 
BISTRO
AMERICAN/FRENCH   
$$-$$$
724 Main St., Lake Geneva; 
262-249-0800
soprabistro.com

SPEEDO’S HARBORSIDE 
CAFÉ
CASUAL  $ 
100 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-3835
speedosharborside.com 

SU-WING’S CHINESE 
RESTAURANT
ASIAN  $-$$
743 North St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-1178
suwinglg.com

TAIL FEATHERS
CASUAL  $-$$ 
Hawk’s View Golf Club, W7377 
Krueger Rd., Lake Geneva; 
262-348-9900
hawksviewgolfclub.com

TAQUERIA EL GALLO  
DEL ORO
MEXICAN  $
820 Williams St., Lake Geneva; 
262-729-4055
taquerialg.com

TOPSY TURVY BREWERY
BREWERY  $
727 Geneva St., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-8323
topsyturvybrewery.com

TURF. SMOKEHOUSE
BARBECUE  $$ 
Geneva National, Lake Geneva; 
262-245-7042
genevanationalresort.com/turf

TUSCAN TAVERN AND 
GRILL
AMERICAN/ITALIAN  $-$$
430 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-0888
tuscanlg.com

WICKED POKE HUT
HAWAIIAN   $$
120 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-8041
wickedpokehut.com

YOGEEZE FROZEN YOGURT
FROZEN YOGURT  $ 
253 Center St., #300, 	
Lake Geneva; 262-203-5550
yogeeze.com

ZAAB CORNER BISTRO
STEAK/SEAFOOD/BBQ  
$$-$$$
501 Broad St., Lake Geneva;
262-203-5434
zaabcorner.com

BURLINGTON
B.J. WENTKER’S
AMERICAN/CONTEMPORARY  
$$-$$$
230 Milwaukee Ave., Burlington; 
262-758-6112
bjwentkers.com

BEIJING GARDEN
ASIAN  $
464 S. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-767-1188

BRUISER’S
CASUAL  $ 
689 Milwaukee Ave., Burlington; 
262-763-6008

THE CHARCOAL GRILL  
AND ROTISSERIE
CASUAL  $
580 Milwaukee Ave., Burlington; 
262-767-0000
charcoalgrill.com

FLIPPY’S
CASUAL  $
401 N. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-763-6754
flippysfastfood.com

FRED’S
CASUAL  $
596 N. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-763-8370
freds-burgers.com

GABBY’S PALACE
CASUAL  $
356 N. Pine St., Burlington;
262-763-4363

GROUNDED
COFFEE HOUSE  $
116 N. Dodge St., Burlington; 
262-763-8261

LOS COMPADRES
MEXICAN  $
725 N. Milwaukee Ave., 	
Burlington; 262-763-6018
loscompadreswi.com

LUCKY STAR PUB AND 
EATERY
DINER   $-$$
864 Milwaukee Ave., Burlington; 
262-763-2155
eatatluckystar.com

NAPOLI’S RESTAURANT
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
132 N. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-763-8390
napoliburlington.com

RIVER VALLEY RANCH
SPECIALTY  $
39900 W. 60th St., Burlington 
(State Hwy. 50 and Cty. Rd. P); 
262-235-2555
rvrvalley.com

RUSTIC ROOTS
AMERICAN  $$
597 N. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-661-4653
rusticrootsburlington.com 

ZUMPANO’S RISTORANTE 
& PIZZERIA
ITALIAN  $-$$
180 E. Chestnut St., Burlington; 
262-767-0581
zumpanospizza.com 
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Fri & Sat 2-10 with live music 5-9 all year around, Sun 12-4, Mon 2-6, Thurs 2-6 from Jun through Dec - Thurs by appointment Nov through May
401 Sheridan Springs Road . Lake Geneva . www.StudioWinery.com . 262-348-9100

Also Offering
Wine & Spirit

Tastings 
Cocktails 
Craft Beer
Light Bites
Live Music

Art Workshops
Outdoor Seating 

       Carryout Wine & Spirits

Also Offering
Wine & Spirit

Tastings 
Cocktails 
Craft Beer
Light Bites
Live Music

Art Workshops
Outdoor Seating 

       Carryout Wine & Spirits

MAKINGMAKINGMAKINGSpirits BrightSpirits Bright
Crafted Onsite At Lake Geneva’s
Only  Winery & Distillery
Crafted Onsite At Lake Geneva’s
Only  Winery & Distillery

DARIEN
COUNTRYSIDE
CASUAL  $
W9695 U.S. Hwy. 14, Darien; 
262-882-3224

LEON'S SPORTS BAR & 
GRILL
CASUAL  $-$$
10 N. Walworth St., Darien; 	
262-724-7215

WEST WIND DINER
DINER  $
620 N. Walworth St., Darien;
262-882-5515

DELAVAN
ARANDAS MEXICAN GRILL
MEXICAN  $
322 S. 7th St., Delavan; 	
262-725-6518 
arandas-mexican-grill.business.site

BOXED & BURLAP
COFFEE HOUSE  $
2935 State Hwy. 67 (intersection 
of Hwys. 50 and 67), Delavan; 
262-374-5497
boxedandburlap.com

CHINA GARDEN
ASIAN  $
136 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan; 
262-749-3111
chinagardendelavan.com 

DELAVAN FAMILY 
RESTAURANT
CASUAL  $
505 S. 7th St., Delavan; 
262-728-1715 

THE DUCK INN
SUPPER CLUB  $$-$$$
N6214 State Hwy. 89 	
(intersection of County Rd. A 
and State Hwy. 89), Delavan; 	
608-883-6988
duckinndelavan.com

ELIZABETH’S CAFE
DINER  $
322 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan; 
262-728-3383

THE END ZONE BAR & 
GRILL
CASUAL  $
4112 Blue Gill Rd., Delavan; 	
262-728-2420  

FIRE2FORK
AMERICAN  $$-$$$
2484 S. County Rd. O, Delavan; 
262-725-7388
fire2fork.com

HERNANDEZ EL SARAPE
MEXICAN  $
212 S. 7th St., Delavan; 
262-728-6443
hernandez-restaurant.com

INN BETWEEN
CASUAL  $
1522 Beckman Dr., Delavan; 
262-728-9824

ISLE OF CAPRI CAFÉ
COFFEE HOUSE  $
Lake Lawn Resort, Delavan; 
262-728-7950

GREENIE’S CLUBHOUSE
CASUAL  $ 
At Delbrook Golf Course, 700 S. 
2nd St., Delavan; 262-728-1339
greeniesclubhouse.com 

LOOKOUT BAR & EATERY
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $
Lake Lawn Resort, 2400 E. 	
Geneva St. (State Hwy. 50), 
Delavan; 262-728-7950
lakelawnresort.com

LOPEZ’S ANCHOR IN
CASUAL  $
1325 Racine St., Delavan; 
262-728-2391 

JO JO’S PIZZA & PASTA
CASUAL  $-$$
308 State Hwy. 50, Delavan; 
262-728-5656
jojospizzadelavan.com 

JONATHAN’S ON  
BRICK STREET
AMERICAN  $$-$$$
116 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan; 
262-725-7715
jonathansonbrickstreet.com

OPUS AT THE BELFRY 
HOUSE
FRENCH  $$$$ 
3601 State Hwy. 67, Delavan; 
262-394-3939
dineopus.com

PAPA’S BBQ PIT STOP
BARBECUE  $-$$
502 Borg Rd., Delavan; 
262-725-2389
papasbbqpitstop.com

REMEMBER WHEN 
COFFEE BAR
COFFEE HOUSE  $ 
313 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan; 
262-728-8670

RIGA-TONY’S
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $ 
5576 State Hwy. 50, Delavan; 
262-740-2540
rigatonysdelavan.com

SWEET AROMA 
RISTORANTÉ
ITALIAN  $$-$$$
W7404 County Rd. X, Delavan; 
262-728-6878
sweetaromaristorante.com

WATERFRONT
CASUAL  $
408 State Hwy. 50, Delavan; 
262-728-4700
waterfrontdelavan.com 

YO-SHI JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT
ASIAN  $$
1823 E. Geneva St. (State Hwy. 
50), Delavan; 262-740-2223
 
VESUVIO’S LITTLE ITALY
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
617 E. Washington St., Delavan; 
262-740-1762
delavanpizza.com
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SPECIALIZING IN ITALIAN CLASSICS AND DELICIOUS STEAKS & SEAFOOD

TheTuscanTavernAndGrill.com

HOST YOUR SPECIAL OCCASION IN ONE OF OUR PRIVATE ROOMS • GLUTEN FREE MENU
WE ACCOMMODATE LARGE GROUPS

EAST TROY
2894 ON MAIN
CASUAL  $-$$
2894 Main St., East Troy; 	
262-642-9600
2894onmain.com

BARLEY’S HOPS AND MALT
CASUAL  $ 
N8720 County Rd. N., East Troy; 
262-642-7811 

DOS AMIGOS 2
MEXICAN  $
2678 E. Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-6446
dosamigos2llc.com

EAST TROY BREWERY
BREWERY/CASUAL  $-$$
2905 Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-2670
etbrew.com 

GENOA PIZZA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
2678 E. Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-9775

GOLDEN DRAGON
ASIAN  $
2763 Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-5518
goldendragoneasttroywi.com 

LD’S BBQ
BARBECUE  $-$$
2511 Main St., East Troy; 
414-610-7675
ldsbbq.com  

LINDEY’S ON BEULAH
CASUAL  $
W1340 Beach Rd., East Troy; 
262-642-2600

PRINCESS CAFÉ
DINER  $
2695 Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-5905 

ROMA’S RISTORANTÉ
ITALIAN  $-$$ 
N8416 County Rd. ES, East Troy; 
262-642-5353
romaseasttroy.com

ELKHORN
ALPINE VALLEY RESORT
AMERICAN/CONTEMPORARY  
$-$$
W2501 County Rd. D, Elkhorn; 
262-642-7374
alpinevalleyresort.com

ANNIE’S BURGER TOWN
CASUAL  $  
645 N. Lincoln St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-3250
anniesburgertown.com

ELK RESTAURANT
CASUAL  $
13 W. Walworth St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-4220
elkrestaurant.com 

ENZO’S PIZZA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $ 
464 E. Geneva St., Elkhorn; 
262-379-2022

FIDDLESTICKS BISTRO
AMERICAN  $-$$$ 
101 W. Evergreen Parkway, 
Suite 7, Elkhorn; 262-743-2233
fiddlesticksbistro.com

HOLI CANNOLI
ITALIAN  $-$$
N7065 U.S. Hwy. 12, Elkhorn; 
262-742-2500
holicannoli.com

LAKEHOUSE BREAKFAST 
BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $-$$
N7073 State Hwy. 12/67, Elkhorn; 
262-742-3300
lakehousebreakfastbarandgrill.
godaddysites.com 

LARDUCCI PIZZERIA
ITALIAN  $-$$
20 S. Washington St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-6668
larducci.com 

LAUDERDALE LANDING
CASUAL  $-$$ 
W5625 West Shore Dr., Elkhorn; 
262-495-8727

LOS TRES HERMANOS
MEXICAN  $$ 
31 N. Wisconsin St. Elkhorn; 
262-379-1658
lostreshermanoswi.com

LUKE’S MARKET STREET 
ITALIAN SANDWICHES
CASUAL  $
117 W. Market St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-4676

MOY’S RESTAURANT
ASIAN  $
3 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-3993
moysrestaurant.carry-out.com  

PERKUP
COFFEE HOUSE  $
27 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-1287
perkupelkhorn.com 

PIZZA RANCH
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
28 W. Hidden Trail, Elkhorn; 
262-723-7883
pizzaranch.com

THE PUB AT EVERGREEN 
GOLF CLUB
CASUAL  $
N6246 U.S. Hwy. 12, Elkhorn; 
262-723-5722
evergreengolf.com  

SOMEPLACE ELSE
AMERICAN  $
1 W. Walworth St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-3111
someplaceelserestaurant.com  

SPERINO’S
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
720 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-2222
sperinos.com  

STILLWATER COFFEE 
COMPANY
COFFEE HOUSE  $ 
1560 N. Country Club Pkwy., 
Elkhorn; 262-723-2301
stillwatercoffeecompany.com 
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FONTANA
240˚ WEST
AMERICAN/CASUAL/
STEAKHOUSE  $$-$$$ 
The Abbey Resort, 269 Fontana 
Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-9034
theabbeyresort.com/dining

BAR WEST
CASUAL  $-$$  
The Abbey Resort, 269 Fontana 
Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-9034
theabbeyresort.com/dining 

CAFÉ LATTE
COFFEE HOUSE  $ 
The Abbey Resort & Spa; 	
269 Fontana Blvd., Fontana; 
262-275-6811
theabbeyresort.com

CHUCK’S LAKESHORE INN
CASUAL  $
352 Lake St., Fontana; 
262-275-3222
chuckslakeshoreinn.com  

COFFEE MILL
COFFEE HOUSE  $
441 Mill St., Fontana; 
262-275-0040
coffeemillfontana.com

FONTANA KRINGLE 
COMPANY
BAKERY/CAFE  $-$$
W4724 S. Lake Shore Dr., 	
Fontana; 262-394-5888
welovekringle.com

THYME ON GENEVA LAKE
SPECIALTY  $-$$
106 W. Main St., Fontana; 
262-394-5292
thymeonthelake.com

THE WATERFRONT
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $-$$
The Abbey Resort, 269 Fontana 
Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-9034
theabbeyresort.com/dining

GENOA CITY
FITZGERALD’S GENOA 
JUNCTION
CASUAL  $ 
727 Main St., Hwy. B, Genoa City; 
262-279-5200
fitzgeraldsfishboil.com

LAKE COMO
DJ’S IN THE DRINK
CASUAL  $
W3860 Lake Shore Dr., Lake 
Como; 262-248-8855
djsinthedrink.com

PAPA'S BLUE SPRUCE
CASUAL  $
W4086 Lake Shore Dr., Lake 
Geneva; 262-729-4126
papasbluespruce.com

LYONS
YE OLDE HOTEL BAR & 
RESTAURANT
AMERICAN  $-$$
6070 N. Railroad St., Lyons; 
262-763-2701
yeoldehotel.com 

MUKWONAGO
ELEGANT FARMER
SPECIALTY  $
1545 Main St., Mukwonago; 
262-363-6770
elegantfarmer.com

FORK IN THE ROAD
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $-$$
215 N. Rochester St., 
Mukwonago; 262-363-7849
forkintheroadrestaurant.com 

PELL LAKE
UPPER CRUST PIZZERIA 
AND PUB
CASUAL  $
N1070 County Rd. H, Pell Lake; 
262-279-2233
uppercrustpizzeriapub.com 

SPOONDOGGERS BAR AND 
GRILL
CASUAL  $
N1320 S. Lake Shore Dr., Genoa 
City; 262-295-8773
spoondoggers.com

SHARON
COFFEE CUP CAFE
CASUAL  $
192 Baldwin St., Sharon; 
262-736-4060
 

TWIN LAKES
BODI’S BAKE SHOP
BAKERY  $
306 E. Main St., Twin Lakes; 
262-877-8090

THE CORNER KITCHEN
CASUAL  $
100 Lake St., Twin Lakes; 
262-877-2456

MANNY’S SNACK SHACK
CASUAL  $ 
404 S. Lake Ave., Twin Lakes; 
262-877-4442

TOUCH OF CLASS
CASUAL  $
121 S. Lake Ave., Twin Lakes; 
262-877-3340

WALWORTH
10 PIN PUB
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
121 Kenosha St., Walworth; 
262-394-4300
10pinpub.com/pub

KING DRAGON
ASIAN  $
101 Kenosha St., Walworth; 
262-275-3309
kingdragonwa.com

PINO’S LAST CALL
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
545 Kenosha St., Walworth; 
262-275-6698
pinoslastcall.com

SAMMY’S ON THE SQUARE
CASUAL  $
105 Madison St., Walworth; 
262-275-3739
sammysonthesquare.com 

SIEMER’S CRUISE–IN BAR 
& GRILL
CASUAL  $
107 Kenosha St., Walworth; 
262-275-9191
siemerscruisein.com

TWO SISTERS THAI 
RESTAURANT
ASIAN  $
207 N. Main St., Walworth; 
262-394-5700

WILLIAMS BAY
CAFÉ CALAMARI
ITALIAN  $$-$$$
10 E. Geneva St., Williams Bay; 
262-245-9665
cafecalamari.com

DADDY MAXWELL’S
DINER  $
150 Elkhorn Rd./State Hwy. 67, 
Williams Bay; 262-245-5757
daddymaxwells.com

GREEN GROCER & DELI
CAFE  $
24 W. Geneva St., Williams Bay; 
262-245-9077
greengrocergenevalake.com

HARPOON WILLIE’S PUB & 
EATERY
CASUAL  $
8 E. Geneva St., Williams Bay; 
262-245-6906
harpoonwillies.com

LUCKE’S CANTINA
MEXICAN
220 Elkhorn Rd., Williams Bay; 
262-245-6666
luckescantina.com 

PIER 290
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $-$$
1 Liechty Dr., Williams Bay; 
262-245-2100
pier290.com

PRIVATO PIZZA BISTRO
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$$
2 W. Geneva St., Williams Bay; 
262-729-3016
privatopizzabistro.com 

WHITEWATER
841 BREW HOUSE
CASUAL  $-$$ 
841 E. Milwaukee St., Whitewater; 
262-473-8000
841brewhouse.com

THE BLACK SHEEP
AMERICAN  $-$$
210 W. Whitewater St., 
Whitewater; 262-613-7119
eatatblacksheep.com 

BRASS RAIL
CASUAL  $
130 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-473-4038

CHINA HOUSE
ASIAN  $
1128 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-473-9788

FANATICO
ITALIAN  $-$$
162 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-472-0747
fanaticowhitewater.wixsite.com

GUS’ PIZZA PALACE
ITALIAN  $-$$
139 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-473-3562
guspizzapalace.com

JESSICA’S FAMILY  
RESTAURANT
DINER  $
140 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-473-9890
jessicasfamilyrest.wixsite.com

ROSA’S PIZZA
ITALIAN  $
180 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-472-9857
orderrosas.com 

SECOND SALEM BREWING 
COMPANY
CASUAL  $
111 W. Whitewater St., 
Whitewater; 262-473-2920
secondsalem.com

TOPPER’S PIZZA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
325 W. Center St., Whitewater; 
262-473-4343
toppers.com

Visit atthelakemagazine.com 	
to browse our directory 	
online. 
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While we do our best to ensure a comprehensive, accurate listing of events, we recommend that you contact each event host ahead 
of time. If you’d like to include an event in our upcoming calendar, please send the date, time, location and cost, along with a brief 
description and contact phone number, to anne@ntmediagroup.com. Submission deadline for the spring issue is Feb. 1.
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//  CALENDAR  //

ONGOING EVENTS
BELFRY MUSIC THEATRE  
HOLIDAY SHOWS
A variety of holiday-themed performances 
ranging from “A Chicago Christmas” to “A 
John Denver Christmas” to “Christmas in 
New York” with Sir Franc D’Ambrosio. Select 
dates through Dec. 19, Belfry Music Theatre, 
3601 State Hwy. 67, Delavan; (262) 394-
6460 or belfrymusictheatre.com

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA AT  
GRAND GENEVA
Seatings from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m., Saturday 
and Sunday mornings, Nov. 27 through 
Dec. 19. Cost is $40 for adults and $20 for 
children ages 3-12. Grand Geneva Resort & 
Spa, Lake Geneva. Call (262) 249-4788 for 
reservations.

CUSTOM SCENT EXPERIENCE
Create a signature scent for candles, room 
sprays, body sprays, diffusers or wax tarts 
while socializing with friends and patrons. 
Reservations strongly recommended. 
The Candle Mercantile, 870 W. Main 
St., Lake Geneva; (262) 203-5557 or 
thecandlemercantile.com.

DANCING HORSES  
CHRISTMAS SHOWS
Through Jan. 15. Las Vegas-style show 
featuring riders and acrobats on elaborately 
trained horses. Dancing Horses Theatre, 
5065 State Hwy. 50, Delavan. Call (262) 
728-8200 or visit thedancinghorses.com  
for tickets.

GENEVA LAKE MUSEUM OF HISTORY
Learn more about the history of the Geneva 
Lake area at this informative museum;  
(262) 248-6060 or genevalakemuseum.org.

GINGERBREAD HOUSE WALK
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sundays through 
Thursdays, Nov. 21 through early January. 
Grand Geneva Resort & Spa, Lake Geneva; 
(262) 248-8811or grandgeneva.com.

ICE CASTLES
An illuminated ice kingdom features frozen 
slides, crawl spaces and fountains built into a 
frozen outdoor landscape. Dates are weather-
dependent. Geneva National Resort & Club, 
Lake Geneva. Visit icecastles.com for tickets 
and up-to-the-minute opening details.

LIVE MAGIC SHOWS
Enjoy 60 minutes of world-class magic, 
comedy and illusion at the Tristan Crist 
Magic Theatre in Lake Geneva;  
(262) 325-5567 or lakegenevamagic.com.

OUTDOOR ICE RINK
Open when conditions are favorable for ice, 
Mondays through Thursdays, 10 a.m. to  
6 p.m, Fridays through Sundays, 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Bring your own ice skates. Ice rink 
is open when a green flag is present. Lions 
Park, Williams Bay. Call (262) 686-8001 for 
conditions.

PARADE OF TREES
Through Jan. 4. Admire Christmas 
trees decorated by local businesses and 
individuals while touring the museum. 
Geneva Lake Museum, Lake Geneva. Call 

(262) 248-6060 or visit  
genevalakemuseum.org/parade-of-trees.

SANTA CRUISE
Embark on a magical Christmas cruise to 
Santa’s North Pole Hideaway. Along your 
lake tour, you will be enchanted by holiday 
lights and displays. Cruises depart Nov. 26 
through Jan. 1. Lake Geneva Cruise Line, 
Gage Marine – Winter Harbor, 1 Liechty Dr., 
Williams Bay. Call (262) 248-6206 or visit 
santacruiselakegeneva.com for tickets.

SNOW SHOE AND CROSS-COUNTRY 
SKI RENTALS
Sizes go fast, especially on the weekends. 
Call to verify availability. Clear Water 
Outdoor, 744 W. Main St., Lake Geneva; 
(262) 348-2422 or clearwateroutdoor.com.

SNOW SHOE RENTALS 
Rentals available all winter when there are 
at least 3 inches of snow on the ground. 
Mondays through Fridays, 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m., Saturdays and Sundays, 8 a.m. to 
noon. Cost is $5 per hour or $20 for the 
day. Williams Bay Recreation Department 
Lakefront Office, 15 E. Geneva St., Williams 
Bay. Call (262) 686-8001 or email rentals@
williamsbay.org to reserve 24 hours in 
advance.

THURSDAY NIGHT TRIVIA
Teams of up to six people compete for 
bragging rights and to win a $20 gift card. 
7 p.m. on Thursdays, The Hive Taproom, 
W2463 County Road ES, East Troy. (262) 
684-5400 or thehivetaproom.com.

ICE CASTLES
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TUESDAYS @ TWO LECTURE SERIES
Informative lecture series chronicling the 
history of the Lake Geneva area. Geneva 
Lake Museum, Lake Geneva. For topics and 
reservations, call (262) 248-6060 or email 
staff@genevalakemuseum.org.

WINE-Y WEDNESDAYS
Drink specials and activities every 
Wednesday. The Bottle Shop, 617 W. 
Main St., Lake Geneva; (262) 348-9463 or 
thebottleshoplakegeneva.com

WOOD DÉCOR WORKSHOPS  
AND CLASSES
Design and create a personalized wood sign 
while socializing with family and friends. 
Board and Brush Lake Geneva, 262 Center 
St., Lake Geneva; (262) 409-1639 or 
boardandbrush.com.

WORKSHOPS & CLASSES
Geneva Lake Arts Foundation offers a 
series of workshops, classes and a gallery 
of exhibits. Gallery 223, Downtown 
Lake Geneva; (262) 249-7988 or 
genevalakeartsfoundation.org.

NOVEMBER
26: COMMUNITY TREE LIGHTING 
CEREMONY
Caroling, tree lighting and Santa arrival by 
firetruck. 5:30 p.m. Phoenix Park, Delavan; 
delavanwi.org. 

26: WINTER WREATH WORKSHOP
9 a.m. and 3 p.m., The Makery @ 
Bella Botanica, 1787 Walworth St., 

Springfield. Class is $38 per person. 
Call (262) 379-8786 to register or visit 
bellabotanicaboutique.com/makery.

27, DEC. 2, 3, 17: DINNER TIME, WINE 
TIME COOKING CLASSES
Hands-on cooking classes with 
changing themes. Lake Geneva School 
of Cooking, Lake Geneva. To reserve 
a spot, call (262) 248-3933 or visit 
lakegenevaschoolofcooking.com.

27, DEC. 18: BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
AT LAKE LAWN RESORT
Enjoy a fully stocked breakfast buffet 
and meet Santa himself in the Courtyard 
Garden. Children will be able to take home 
a holiday craft. Seatings at 9 a.m., 9:30 a.m. 
10 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Tickets are $22.50 
for adults or $12.50 for kids. Lake Lawn 
Resort, Delavan. Call (262) 725-9214 for 
reservations.

28: PHOTOS WITH SANTA  
AT THE ABBEY 
This all-outdoor event will feature holiday 
cookies and cocoa, holiday music, a 
screening of holiday classics, a bonfire 
with popcorn and s’mores, and a socially 
distanced opportunity to have your picture 
taken with Santa. 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., Harbor 
Lawn, The Abbey Resort, Fontana;  
(262) 275-9000 or theabbeyresort.com.

29, DEC. 6, 13, 20: BRUNCH WITH 
SANTA AT THE ABBEY
Santa will be ready to meet you in the 
outdoor gazebo on the Harbor Lawn.  
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 240 West at The Abbey 

Resort, Fontana; (262) 275-9000 or 
theabbeyresort.com.

DECEMBER
3: VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS
Lighted, horse-drawn carriage parade, 
beautiful lighting displays and townspeople 
dressed in period costume. 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
historic downtown Sharon; (262) 736-6246 
or historicdowntownsharon.com.

3: BURLINGTON FROZEN  
FANTASY CHRISTMAS PARADE  
AND TREE LIGHTING 
Parade viewing from historic downtown 
Burlington and a tree lighting ceremony 
afterward. Santa and Mrs. Claus, Door 
County Sled Dogs, caroling and music will 
accompany the tree lighting. Parade begins 
at 6:30 p.m. in downtown Burlington; tree 
lighting to follow in Wehmhoff Square Park; 
(262) 763-6044 or burlingtonchamber.com. 

3-4: CHRISTMAS MARKET  
AT THE BARN
Gift barn and winter wonderland filled 
with holiday décor, featuring local makers, 
artisans and crafters showcasing their  
wares. Friday 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., Saturday  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Terra Yard Creations,  
202 E. Grant St., Elkhorn; (262) 379-1700 
or terrayardcreations.com.

3-5: 2ND ANNUAL LET IT  
GLOW FESTIVAL 
Free holiday festival featuring whimsical 
light displays, Balsam Boulevard and 
Santa viewings. Friday 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., 

NEW & USED BOAT SALES
PREMIUM BOAT CLUB  
262-745-2761

www.BoatHouseH2o.com

BOAT HOUSE BAR & GRILL
RESTAURANT & RECEPTIONS

262-812-4126
www.TheBoatHouseLakeGeneva.com

LAKE GENEVA

N2062 SOUTH LAKESHORE DR  |  LAKE GENEVA, WI 53147
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Saturday from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Walworth County 
Fairgrounds, Elkhorn; (262) 723-5788 or 
elkhornchamber.com

3-5, 10-12, 17-19: CHRISTMAS TRAIN, 
EAST TROY RAILROAD MUSEUM
Trips leave from the East Troy Railroad 
Depot on Fridays at 4 p.m. and 6:15 p.m., 
Saturdays at 10 a.m., 1 p.m., 4 p.m. and 
6:15 p.m., and Sundays at 10 a.m., 1 p.m. 
and 4 p.m. Online advanced reservations 
required; visit easttroyrr.org/christmas-train.html 
or call (262) 642-3263.

3-5, 10-12: “GOOD OLD-FASHIONED 
REDNECK COUNTRY CHRISTMAS”
Presented by the Haylofters. Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m. 
Malt House Theater, Burlington;  
(262) 763-9873 or thehaylofters.com.

4: 46TH ANNUAL LAKE  
GENEVA ANNUAL ELECTRIC 
CHRISTMAS PARADE
Begins at 5 p.m. Downtown Lake Geneva; 
(262) 248-4416 or visitlakegeneva.com.

4: CHRISTMAS PARADE TRAIN, 
MUKWONAGO TO EAST TROY
A holiday tradition dating back to 1972 
— spectators can catch a glimpse of Santa 
safely from inside their heated vehicle along 
County Road ES. The parade train departs 
from the Elegant Farmer in Mukwonago 
at 5:30 p.m. and continues non-stop until 
arriving at the East Troy Railroad Depot  
at approximately 6:30 p.m. Visit  
easttroyrr.org/christmas-parade-train or  
call (262) 642-3263.

4: ELKHORN ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
CARD TOWN PARADE
Christmas decorated floats, novelty acts, 
music, animals and Santa and Mrs. Claus. 
1:30 p.m. Downtown Elkhorn;  
(262) 723-5788 or elkhornchamber.com.

4: A VERY BELLA CHRISTMAS
Fresh, handmade wreaths, hot cider and 
treats, unique Christmas gifts, herbal 
make-and-take workshops. 10 a.m. to  
5 p.m., The Makery @ Bella Botanica, 1787 
Walworth St., Springfield; (262) 379-8786  
or bellabotanicaboutique.com/makery.

4-5, 11-12, 18-19: VISIT WITH SANTA
Meet Santa. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Elegant 
Farmer, Mukwonago; (262) 363-6770 or 
elegantfarmer.com.

5: KIDS BUILD IT HOLIDAY LIGHT UP 
SIGN & ORNAMENTS WORKSHOP
Get into the spirit with holiday mini-camp, 
where each child will create a holiday light-
up sign and a pair of wood slice ornaments. 
Noon to 3 p.m., Nailed It DIY Studio,  
41 S. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn;  
(262) 374-8834 or elkhorn.naileditdiy.com.

5-31: EAST TROY LIGHTS
A holiday light show attraction timed to 
music broadcast on 90.9 FM. Shows begin 
on the hour from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. nightly. 
East Troy Square, downtown East Troy; visit 
easttroylights.com 

10-12, 17-19: “ELF, THE MUSICAL”
The Lakeland Players will perform this 
musical version of the beloved Christmas 

movie. Walworth County Performing 
Arts Center, Elkhorn; (262) 728-5578 or 
lakeland-players.org.

11-12, 18-19: HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
AT OLD WORLD WISCONSIN
Explore vibrant holiday traditions brought 
to Wisconsin by immigrant ancestors while 
creating your own holiday memories.  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Old World Wisconsin, 
W372 S9727 State Hwy 67, Eagle; 
(608) 264-4848 or oldworldwisconsin.
wisconsinhistory.org

12: “LIGHTWIRE THEATER: A VERY 
ELECTRIC CHRISTMAS” 
The neon lights of Lightwire Theater present 
an electrified, awe-inspiring Christmas tale. 
3 p.m. and 7 p.m., Young Auditorium, UW-
Whitewater; (262) 472-2222 or uww.edu.

12, 19: CHRISTMAS  
CANDLELIGHT DINNER
Hands-on cooking class that culminates 
in enjoying a candlelit holiday meal. 
$120 per guest. Lake Geneva School of 
Cooking, Lake Geneva; (262) 248-3933 or 
lakegenevaschoolofcooking.com.

19: BOTTLE TOPPER WORKSHOP
Create three gnome bottle toppers while 
enjoying a glass of wine. Cost is $50 per 
person plus Paypal fees. 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Studio Winery, 401 E. Sheridan Springs 
Road, Lake Geneva; (262) 348-9100 or 
studiowinery.com.

27-31: COUNTDOWN TO  
NEW YEAR’S EVE
Hands-on cooking classes with wine 
tastings. Lake Geneva School of Cooking, 
Lake Geneva; (262) 248-3933 or 
lakegenevaschoolofcooking.com.

JANUARY
1: POLAR PLUNGE
Take part in an invigorating community plunge 
into Geneva Lake. 12 p.m., Williams Bay Beach.

15: WET-FELTED WORKSHOP
Learn the basics of wet felting using water, 
soap and pressure. 10 a.m. to noon, The 
Makery @ Bella Botanica, 1787 Walworth 
St., Springfield. Class is $30 per person. 
Call (262) 379-8786 to register or visit 
bellabotanicaboutique.com/makery.

23: FLORENTINE CHILDREN’S  
OPERA PERFORMANCE
This child-friendly opera performance is 
an annual family favorite. 3 p.m., Young 
Auditorium, UW-Whitewater;  
(262) 472-2222 or uww.edu.

FEBRUARY
2-6: WINTERFEST & U.S. NATIONAL 
SNOW SCULPTING CHAMPIONSHIP 
COMPETITION
The 27th annual National Snow Sculpting 
Competition, plus an ice sculpture tour, 
s’mores and bonfires on the beach, a cocoa 
crawl, a Fire & Ice bar, hovercraft rides and 
more. Downtown Lake Geneva;  
(262) 248-4416 or visitlakegeneva.com.

5: “BARRON RYAN: CLASSIC  
MEETS COOL” 
Pianist Barron Ryan performs sounds ranging 

from Mozart to Michael Jackson. 7 p.m., Big 
Foot Auditorium, Walworth. For tickets, visit 
bigfootfinearts.com or call (262) 275-2117.

5: “LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD”
Presented by the Missoula Children’s 
Theater. A classic tale performed by the 
largest touring children’s theater in the 
country. 2 p.m., Young Auditorium, UW-
Whitewater; (262) 472-2222 or uww.edu.

5: LAKE GENEVA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA CONCERT
Performing Mozart and Mahler. Tickets 
are $20 general admission or $50 priority 
reserved. Free for students (through 
college) with a valid ID. 7:30 p.m., 
Calvary Community Church, 2620 Harris 
Road, Williams Bay; (262) 359-9072 or 
lakegenevaorchestra.org.

6-7: WELLNESS RETREAT
Retreat and be rejuvenated with a day full 
of workshops and local vendors sharing 
their wellness products. Workshops will 
be announced in January. 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., The Makery @ Bella Botanica, 
1787 Walworth St., Springfield. Call 
(262) 379-8786 to register or visit 
bellabotanicaboutique.com/makery.

12: “WINTER DANCE PARTY”
The official live and authentic re-creation 
of the final tour of Buddy Holly, Ritchie 
Valens and the Big Bopper. 7:30 p.m.,  
Young Auditorium, UW-Whitewater;  
(262) 472-2222 or uww.edu.

13: WELLNESS RETREAT
Make a tiny paper collage using vintage paper 
in a bezel-cut, heart-shaped necklace. Class 
is $30 per person. 10 a.m. to noon, The 
Makery @ Bella Botanica, 1787 Walworth St., 
Springfield. Call (262) 379-8786 to register 
or visit bellabotanicaboutique.com/makery.

18: “SCHOOL HOUSE ROCK!” LIVE
A live adaptation of the beloved 1970’s 
educational series. 6:30 p.m., Young 
Auditorium, UW-Whitewater;  
(262) 472-2222 or uww.edu.

18-20, 25-27: “THE NERD”
The Lakeland Players perform the classic 
play. Walworth County Performing Arts 
Center, Elkhorn; (262) 728-5578 or 
lakeland-players.org.

27: “THE CHURCH BASEMENT LADIES: 
20TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR” 
A revival of a beloved musical comedy.  
2 p.m. and 6 p.m., Young Auditorium, UW-
Whitewater; (262) 472-2222 or uww.edu.

MARCH
2: APOLLO CHORUS PERFORMANCE
7 p.m., Big Foot Auditorium, Walworth. For 
tickets, visit bigfootfinearts.com or call  
(262) 275-2117.

4: “BOBBY HORTON: SONGS AND 
STORIES OF THE CIVIL WAR”
Dressed as a 19th Century performer and 
using instruments of the period, the artist 
will explore the stories of the Civil War.  
7 p.m., Big Foot Auditorium, Walworth. For 
tickets, visit bigfootfinearts.com or call  
(262) 275-2117.  
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“I need solitude. I need 

space. I need air. I need 

the empty fields round 

me; and my legs pounding 

along roads; and sleep; and 

animal existence.” 
Virginia Woolf
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