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editor’s page

Dear readers,

TAKING 
THE CAKE

 I have a sweet 
tooth, so our 
spring photo 

portfolio of 
gorgeous cakes 
created by local 

bakeries was 
a favorite in this issue (page 52). How 
pretty does that cupcake look on my 

grandma’s pink dessert plates? 

GARDEN  
SWAG

Even novice 
gardeners like  

myself will find something to love  
on page 66, where we round up 

garden accessories like these  
pastel flowerpots.

ERRATA
Our Winter 2023 issue featured a 
tour of a gorgeous, modern home 

(“House in the Big Woods”), but 
we accidentally omitted the name 
of the photographer! All credit to 

Shanna Wolf, who did an incredible 
job of capturing this special home.

Gold, Italian tole sconces in a wheat sheaf 
motif. A classic mahogany, serpentine-
front sideboard. A large, natural clam 
shell. These are just a few of the 
treasures I’ve snagged at the Elkhorn 
Antique Flea Market over the years. 
And you’ll see a peek of one of my finds 

in our spring photo portfolio on page 52, 
where we highlight the edible artwork of 

some of the area’s bakeries and custom cake 
makers. There’s nothing quite like a beautiful        

      cake served on antique china!

I have loved hunting for vintage treasures all my adult life, a passion inherited 
from my grandmother, whose love for beautiful antiques was equally matched 
by her impeccable taste in home decor. From a young age, she taught me the 
specialized language of antiques, words like Bergère, Capodimante, Rococo 
and Meissen. Although I don’t have much room to add furniture or home 
accessories these days, I still love to stroll through a flea market, these words 
tripping on my tongue as I hunt for a treasure I can’t live without (even better 
if I can find a great bargain!). In the Geneva Lake area, we are so lucky to live 
near one of the largest and best flea markets in the Midwest, and in this issue, 
we get to meet the new(ish) owners of the Elkhorn Antique Flea Market, Nick 
and Amy Nottestad, who, like me, are lifelong treasure hunters (page 26). 

While we wait for warmer weather to arrive, why not think spring? In this 
issue, we chronicle everything from the story of a nearby tulip festival (page 
119), to a tour of a local interior designer’s home beautifully decorated for the 
season (page 98), to a roundup of authentic Mexican restaurants in the area 
(page 131). This issue also includes our annual At Home special advertising 
section, where you can read all about home builders, designers, decorators and 
service providers — and hopefully find the perfect partner for your next home 
project (page 69). Here’s to a season of refresh and renewal.

Anne Morrissy
Editor
anne@ntmediagroup.com

       @AtTheLakeMag        @at_the_lake

Follow At The Lake on Social Media
For additional glimpses of  life At The Lake, including 
photos, videos and behind-the-scenes peeks,  follow us 
on Facebook and Instagram. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
At The Lake® magazine is published 
quarterly and available free of charge at 
select businesses and newsstands — a $6 
value per issue. Why not have it delivered 
to your door? For a one-year subscription 
(4 issues), send $24.95 to Nei-Turner 
Media Group, 400 Broad St., Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147 or call 262-729-4471.
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The JH Collective 
Advantage

Bringing you almost 20 
years of focused real estate 
experience in the Tri-County 

area (Walworth, Kenosha and 
Racine counties), lakefront, 

luxury, lake association, golf 
community and country 

estate sales.

$70M+ 
2021-22 SALES VOLUME

#1 Geneva National 
Sales Agent 2022

#2 Compass Wisconsin 
Agent 2021

JANIS.HARTLEY@COMPASS.COM | 262.745.3630

Janis Hartley is a real estate licensee affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 
Based on data from Metro MLS for closed transactions for 2022 as of December 31, 2022. 

Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors and omissions.
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CHRISTINE FOX & ASSOCIATES
The Team that Sells with Heart & Knowledge  •  24/7/365

262.903.0717 cell   262.728.1013 direct
cfox@shorewest.com  •  christinefox.shorewest.com

#1 Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Dollar Volume Sold 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022
Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Units Sold 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022
Shorewest REALTORS® Delavan Office Units Sold & Dollar Volume 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022 
Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Team 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022

Awarded RealTRENDS Top 1% of All Practicing Agents Nationwide 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022

CHRISTINE FOX IS RECOGNIZED AS

WELCOME HOME TO BAILEY ESTATES — WILLIAMS BAY, WI

MAKE YOUR HOME EXACTLY WHAT YOU WANT — CALL TODAY!

3 EASY STEPS:
1.  Pick your lot and home design — ranch or two-story. 

Choose from six ranch styles and five two-story styles

2. Visit the design center to pick the finish details.

3. Relax while we build your dream home.

THEN come to the closing table and MOVE IN!

• NO CONSTRUCTION LOAN NEEDED
• BUILDER FINANCED UNTIL CLOSING

Lender pre-approval required at time of down payment. 
See sales agent for lender recommendations. 

Portion of options purchased due at pre-construction meeting

ADDITIONAL QUALITY, CUSTOM HOME SUBDIVISIONS AVAILABLE TO YOU FROM GERSTAD BUILDERS

McHenry, IL Richmond, IL Poplar Grove, ILWilliams Bay, WI

$5,000 DOWN TO HOLD A SPECIFIC LOT 
+

$20,000 DOWN TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION

$25,000 TOTAL DOWN FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION
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LAKE LIFE BEGINS WITH GAGE

GET THE SUMMER YOU REALLY WANT!

For All Your Boating Needs
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· Wake Experience



Bringing you to 
the best of the Lake 

Geneva Area!

lakefrontshuttle.com • 262.203.4769 
info@lakefrontshuttle.com

•	Country	Thunder	
Shuttles

•	Alpine	Valley	
Concerts

•	Area	Concerts	

•	Weddings

•	Bachelor/
Bachelorette	Parties

•	Private	Tours

•	Event	Shuttle	Service
Book your tour today!

9307 S RT 12, RICHMOND, IL • 815-678-4558
STORE HOURS: TUE 9AM-6PM • WED-FRI 9AM-5PM • SAT 10AM-2PM • CLOSED SUN-MON

Indoor • Outdoor Lighting
LEDs • Bulbs • Fans

Lamp Repairs • Shades

Visit our huge showroom  for personalized service
Shop with us online at www.caravellelight.com
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The Donna Brongiel Team is a team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass,
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The Spring Market is Here!
INVENTORY IS LOW & DEMAND IS HIGH

Reach out and get a personalized home evaluation 
& go to market plan.



Your friends are already here…
NAPLES, FLORIDA

With miles of pristine beaches along the Gulf of Mexico, 
sprawling golf courses and a mild climate year round, 

we are consistently voted among the:

 Top 10 Beaches
 Top Places to Retire in the US
 Best Places to Live in the US

 Best Beach Towns
 Happiest Cities

®

www.gcipnaples.com

LAURA MAGUIRE
BROKER ASSOCIATE

239.207.6418  laura@gcipnaples.com



WEEKEND GETAWAYS 
LAKESIDE

LODGING | DINING | SPA | GOLF | PACKAGES

Explore Lake Lawn Resort. This historic Lake Geneva area landmark, set along two miles of Delavan Lake’s 

shoreline, is the ultimate destination for year-round getaways, retreats, weddings, meetings, and events.

Located just 10 minutes west of Lake Geneva, Lake Lawn Resort is a full-service resort offering spacious and 

well-appointed guest rooms, 18-hole championship golf, beautiful walking trails along the lake, fire pits for 

chilly outdoor evenings, an indoor pool, a complete exercise gym, a spa, and multiple dining options.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Creating a custom home is a dream come true for 
many people. As a local custom builder, Monien 
Construction has the expertise and experience to 
turn your vision into a reality. 

Monien Construction, LLC is owned and operated 
by Nick Monien since 2008, and was voted ‘Best of 
Walworth County’ in 2022 in the new home builder 
category.  Monien Construction is a carpentry 
company that specializes in custom home building, 
remodeling, roofing and general contracting. Nick 
provides a unique experience for his customers 
by working alongside his crew on every job, and 
as the general contractor for his customers. He 
always ensures that his crew of carpenters and sub-
contractors in the trades make the job run smoothly 
and efficiently. 
 
When it comes to custom home building or 
remodeling, there are countless benefits. Perhaps 
the most obvious is the ability to create a home 
that is tailored to your unique needs and wants. 
This could mean having a home office, an extra-
large kitchen, finished basement or a special room 
for hobbies and recreation. Custom carpentry also 
offers more flexibility in terms of design, materials 
and features, so you can create a space that reflects 
your personal style.

Another advantage to customization is the 
opportunity to build a home that is environmentally 
friendly. With a focus on sustainability, you can 
choose eco-friendly building materials and 
appliances, install energy-efficient systems and 
design your home to maximize natural light. In 
addition, custom homes or remodels are often more 
durable and built to last, so you can enjoy your living 
space for years to come.
 
At Monien Construction, we understand that home 
building or remodeling can be a complex process, 
which is why we work closely with our clients to 
ensure their vision is realized. From the initial 
design concept to the final walk-through, our team 
of experts is there every step of the way to guide 
you through the process. We believe in quality and 
craftsmanship, which is why we use only the finest 
materials and hire skilled professionals to build 
your custom home. Our goal is to create a living 
space that is not only beautiful, but also unique and 
personalized to each individual customer.
 
We are dedicated to making your home construction 
journey as smooth and stress-free as possible. With 
years of experience and a commitment to excellence, 
we are the contractor of choice for homeowners in 
the local area.

G e n e r a l C o n t r a c t i n g 
C u s t o m H o m e s 

G e n e r a l C o n t r a c t i n g 
C u s t o m H o m e s 

262.949.9129

Construction
Monien

226622--994499--99112299

G e n e r a l C o n t r a c t i n g 
C u s t o m H o m e s 



WHEN YOU SHOP AT A LOCAL BUSINESS: 
l   You support the local economy. 
l   You support local jobs. 
l  You help the environment. 
l   You help build community. 
l   You invest in entrepreneurship. 
l   You help make the community a destination.
Property managed by Inland Commercial Real Estate Services LLC 
The Inland name and logo are registered trademarks being used under license.

Looking for shop space? Join the best in retail!  
Join Inland. Call 630.218.8000.

•  BE’ JEWELED
•    COLD STONE  

CREAMERY
•  EGG HARBOR CAFÉ
•  INSPIRED COFFEE
•   MAHLER SOTHEBY’S 

INTERNATIONAL  
REALTY

•  PAWS FOR TREATS
•    POTBELLY  

SANDWICH WORKS
•    ROCK GARDEN  

FOR LAKE GENEVA
•  SO-HO BOUTIQUE 
•  SUMMER MADE

Northeast Corner of Main & Cook Streets

NEWPORT WEST SHOPPES
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currents new & Noteworthy
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From March 23-26, Covenant Harbor will host the Big Balloon Build, 
a balloon installation experience conceived by Lake Geneva’s own 
Wisconsin Balloon Decor, a “mobile balloonery” which provides 

artistic balloon installations for weddings, parties and events throughout 
southern Wisconsin. This is the first time an event of this type has happened 
in this area. Proceeds will benefit local nonprofit Inspiration Ministries 
and their coffeeshop, Inspired, both of which provide opportunities and 
support to people living with disabilities. 

The first Big Balloon Build 
in the United States in 
Vincennes, Indiana, 
inspired local balloon 
artist Sara Meyer to bring 
the event to Lake Geneva.

Big Balloon Build 
installation to benefit 
Inspired Coffee and 
Inspiration Ministries
BY ANNE MORRISSY

Sky’s the limit



Ex perience More 
TOGETHER

Find everything you need for your next lakeside getaway at Delavan Lake Resort.

LakeDelavanResort.com
262.728.2200

1505 South Shore Drive, Delavan, WI 53115

– Managed by Delavan Lake Lawn Management, LLC –
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Wisconsin Balloon Decor owner 
Sara Meyer will work with 75 balloon 
artists from around the world to 
create the installation in Covenant 
Harbor’s Jackson Family Activity 
Center. She expects the artists to use 
more than 100,000 balloons in the 
construction. In a nod to corporate 
sponsor Kunes RV of Elkhorn, the 
theme will be “Inspired by the Great 
Outdoors.” 

This will be only the third Big Balloon 
Build event in the United States, 
including one last April in Vincennes, 
Indiana. “Thousands of people came 
to view the balloons,” Meyer says of 
that event. “We helped raise $120,000 
for charity, all because of balloons. It 
was the largest installation I’ve ever 
been part of, which was incredible. 
But when I saw the impact the event 
was having on the community, I knew 
I wanted to bring it home.”

Lake Geneva’s Big Balloon Build 

will open with a ribbon cutting 
hosted by Inspiration Ministries and 
VISIT Lake Geneva on Thursday,  
March 23. Admission to the event 
that day is reserved for residents of 
Inspiration Ministries and trainees 
at Inspired Coffee as well as those 
invited to a special VIP event. On 
Friday, March 24, the installation 
opens to the public, and includes 
additional events like a performance 
by award-winning, California 
comedian Kerri Pomarolli and buffet 
breakfast with the Easter Bunny. 
General admission tickets will be 
available for admission Saturday, 
March 25, from 2-8 p.m., or Sunday, 
March 26, from 2-5 p.m. Tickets are 
$20 and visitors are encouraged to 
bring a donation of a non-perishable 
food item for the Fill the RV food 
drive to benefit local food pantries.

“People are going to be so excited 
when they walk in ... at how big 
it is, how remarkable it is and 

how magical it is,” says Kimberly 
Voller, development coordinator at 
Inspiration Ministries. 

For tickets or more information, visit 
wisconsinballoondecor.com/bigballoonbuild.
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Jump around
Lakeland Community Church 
opens new indoor park and 
playground to the public

Lakeland Community Church, located 
on Highway 67 north of Williams Bay, 
recently opened a new 5,000-square-
foot indoor park and playground to the 
public. Lakeland Park was designed 
by Milwaukee-based GROTH Design 
Group, and features areas for gross 
motor, sensory and interactive play, 
as well as a basketball space, toddler 
space and interactive activity screen 
area. The park opened in January, 
following construction delays related 
to the COVID-19 global health crisis.

The $750,000 project involved the 
renovation and repurposing of a 
former 400-seat auditorium. The 
park contains the largest indoor 
play structure in Walworth County, 
measuring 45-by-20 feet and  three 
stories tall. The space is filled with 
equipment by industry leader 
PlaySmart, including a 20-foot slide, 
16-foot slide, challenge pad balance 
tracks, pendulum swings, ball pits 
and other playground experiences like 
the Dragon’s Lair, Magic Carpet and 
Rodeo Rider. The PlaySmart system 
is built on a solid steel foundation, 

which is then covered with the 
company’s patented soft webbing and 
padding for a safe and fun play space 
that maximizes social interaction and 
creativity. For toddlers, the park also 
contains an adjacent Totland soft 
playground designed by Soft Play. 
Nearby, an interactive gaming and 
fitness technology area designed by 
Axtion Technology LLC, includes a 
26-foot-wide wall of video gaming 
screens loaded with physical 
fitness activities and content. 
A net-contained, three-point 
basketball court rounds out 
the new park.

Pastor Josh Amstutz, a 
father of nine, says that 
he was inspired to suggest 
the addition of the park in 
the church’s most recent 
renovation plan because he 
knows how difficult it can 
be to find physical activities 
for kids, especially in the 
winter months. “Six to nine 
months out of the year, it’s a 
tough place to live and find 
places to have your kids go 
and burn off some steam,” 
he explains. “It felt like all 
the indoor play areas that we 
used to have here [no longer 
exist].”

Amstutz says that he was looking at 
the auditorium space during the height 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, when the 
church was mostly empty and services 
were being held online, and realized 
that the space would be better served 
as a community gathering spot when 
it was once again safe to do so. After 
consulting with GROTH Design 
Group, the church began fundraising 
among its congregation for the 
project. “We jumped into it and started 
fundraising for it, and people just 
stepped into it and gave generously,” 
he explains. “There was incredible 
generosity… People want to invest in 
children, the next generation.”

But it’s not just for kids — Amstutz 
says the park has benefited parents 
and caregivers as well, providing a 
space not just for their kids to play 
together and get some exercise, but 
also for adults to connect and enjoy 
each other’s company. “When we first 
opened the park to the congregation, 
we noticed that there were probably 
70 to 80 parents just sitting around 
and talking and connecting with each 
other after services,” he explains. 
“That’s equally part of the win with 
this project, having the space to build 
those relationships.”
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BOB WEBSTER
Realtor
Compass Wisconsin

An expert in the luxury, “second-home” market 
in southeastern Wisconsin, Bob Webster has 
been in the Lake Geneva real estate industry 
for over 40 years and is uniquely prepared to 
serve his clients looking to enjoy the “Lake 
Geneva lake life.”
 Webster was born and raised in the Lake 
Geneva area, giving him a deep knowledge 
of the community. “My wife and I have lived 
in Fontana for over 40 years and raised our 
children here,” he says. “We really appreciate 
all the natural beauty in this area as well as all 
the benefits of small-town living.”
 Describing his style as “purposeful” and 
“confident,” Webster says he’s always trying 
to under-promise and over-deliver at every 
opportunity during a transaction. “I treat each 
and every one of my clients the way I would 
want to be treated,” he says. “They find comfort 
knowing I’m always striving to meet their goals 
and needs.”
 Webster has earned several real estate 
designations, awards and recognition over the 
years dating back to the early 1990’s when 
he served as president of the Lakes Area 
Realtors Association and also received the 
Realtor of the Year award. Most recently, he 
received the Distinguished Service Award from 
the Wisconsin Realtors Association in 2021. 
However, he says past client referrals are the 
highest compliment of all.
 “I’m a seasoned professional who will 
leave no stone unturned and am willing to go 
the extra mile to do whatever it takes to get 
the job done for my clients,” he says. “More 
wrinkles in the face means less wrinkles in the 
transaction.”
 Webster acknowledges much of his success 
to his loyal assistant for over 15 years, Lisa 
Pitcher, who he says is both a wonderful 
person and the best, by far, at what she does.

GENEVA LAKEFRONT   $4,595,000
This new construction custom home being built by 
Hummel Construction on Geneva Lake is located on the 
South Shore, midway between Lake Geneva and Fontana 
on a level, gently sloping lot offering easy and convenient 
access to the water and impressive views of the lake. 

Bob Webster
Lake Geneva Lakefront Specialist
262.949.1933
Bob@LakeGenevaProperty.com
LakeGenevaProperty.com

Bob Webster is a real estate licensee 
affiliated with Compass, a licensed real 
estate broker and abides by Equal Housing 
Opportunity laws. Keefe RE agents are now 
licensed with Compass.



Flake, Quartz, Metallics, Stain  
and Concrete Polishing

Most Trusted Flooring Expert 
in Southeastern Wisconsin 
Specializing in Decorative 

Concrete Solutions:

Residential    Commercial    Industrial

Veteran Owned • Lake Geneva, WI   
262.248.1860 • statelinesurfacesolutions.com
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The park is free and open to the 
public, and is overseen by a group 
of volunteer “park rangers,” who 
greet visitors and monitor activity 
to ensure safety. The current hours 
open to the public are 9 a.m. to noon 
on Saturdays and Mondays through 
Wednesdays, and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursdays and Fridays. The space 
is also available to rent for events 
like birthday parties and family 
gatherings, for a nominal fee.

Through the 
looking glass
Walworth County to host 
76th annual Alice in 
Dairyland competition

This May, Walworth County will 
serve as the site of the 76th annual 
Alice in Dairyland competition 
to select the next face to serve as 

the ambassador of the agriculture 
industry in Wisconsin. The popular 
statewide competition began in 1948 
as a beauty pageant, but it has evolved 
over time into a unique opportunity 
for public relations professionals 
with at least three years of experience 
in agriculture, PR, communications 
and related fields. The duties of the 

person selected as Alice in Dairyland 
include a commitment to making 
over 400 appearances throughout 
the state, including TV interviews, 
radio interviews and speeches to 
schools and organizations, garnering 
the equivalent of more than  
$1 million of airtime and print space 
for Wisconsin’s food, fiber and 

currents new & noteworthy
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• 262-363-6770  • 262-363-6770

Open Year Round  • 9am-6pm • 262-363-6770 
1545 Main, Hwys ES & J, Mukwonago, WI  

Visit Our Farm Kitchen 
Bakery, Deli & Market

Award-Winning

elegantfarmer.com(

Award-Winning

APPLE PIE BAKED 

IN A PAPER BAG

ROOMS  •  CABINS  •  FREE IN ROOM COFFEE  •  GOLF AND RESTAURANT NEXT DOOR  •  HEATED POOL  •  FREE PARKING  

AIR CONDITIONING  •  REFRIGERATORS  •  MICROWAVES  •  BARBEQUE GRILLS  •  FREE WI-FI  •  FLAT SCREEN TV 

FIREPLACE & WHIRLPOOL  •  ESPN & DISNEY  •  HAIRDRYER  •  IRON  •  IRONING BOARD

OPEN YEAR ROUND • NEWLY RENOVATED
LESS THAN A 10 MINUTE WALK TO THE LAKE, RESTAURANTS AND BARS

524 Wells St., Lake Geneva • 262.248.3464 
thelakegenevalodge.com
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natural resources industries. The role 
pays a salary of $45,000 plus benefits. 

Current Alice in Dairyland Taylor 
Schaefer says the experience has 
been vital and enriching. “My time 
as Alice in Dairyland has grown my 
appreciation and passion for Wiscon-
sin agriculture,” she says. “As Alice in 
Dairyland, I have had the opportunity 
of a lifetime to expand my knowledge 
about Wisconsin’s diverse, vibrant 
agriculture communities and share 
that with the citizens of Wisconsin. 
I have created countless connections 
and built on skills that will help me in 
my career and beyond.” 

This is the first time the statewide 
finals will be held in Walworth County, 
where more than 53 percent of the 
land is farmland, and agriculture 
provides more than 4,000 local jobs 
and more than $1 billion in revenue 
annually. The competition kicks off 
March 11 at Lake Lawn Resort with 
a press conference to announce this 
year’s candidates. The selection 
process itself takes place May 11-13 
and culminates with a banquet finale 
and the selection of this year’s Alice 
in Dairyland. (The location was still 
being finalized at press time.)

Although this is the first year that 
Walworth County will host the 
competition, three former winners 
of the Alice in Dairyland title have 
local ties: Kris (Gratz) Welsh, Kim 
(Nettesheim) Flitcroft and Holly 
(Meudt) Crowley.  
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Nick and Amy Nottestad grew up with the Elkhorn 
Antique Flea Market, which they now own and run
BY AMANDA N. WEGNER | PHOTOS BY LIZ HOFFMAN, UNLESS NOTED
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ick and Amy Nottestad spent a long time preparing for 
their second act.

The Nottestads are the relatively new owners of the Elkhorn 
Antique Flea Market, a massive and beloved outdoor flea 
market that has brought pickers, antiquarians and vintage 
enthusiasts from around the country to Elkhorn for the last 42 
years. While the Nottestads fully assumed ownership in 2020, 
it’s been a huge part of both of their lives for decades.

One of the largest flea markets in the Midwest, the Elkhorn 
Antique Flea Market was started in 1981 by area resident Nona 
Knapp, a friend of Nick’s mother. Both Nick and his wife, Amy, 
have lived their whole lives in the Lake Geneva area, and both 
spent time at the market growing up. When they first got 
married, they would shop the flea market to buy items for their 
home together. And about 15 years ago, the Nottestads, both 
teachers at the time, began working at the market.

“Because the flea market was mostly a summer event and we 
had our summers off, we offered to help Nona with odd jobs — 
traffic, parking, admissions at the gate,” says Amy. “We’d been 
going for years since we were young, as customers with our 
parents, and were happy to lend a hand.”

Through the years, Nick would joke with Nona’s husband, Skip, 
about taking over. “He’d say, ‘When you’re ready to pass the 
torch, we’d be willing to take it up,’ ” Amy says of Nick. “They 
laughed about it for a few years, but in developing quite a close 
relationship, the thought started to stick.”

Eventually, the Knapps approached Nick and said they were 
ready to retire, and shared that they were concerned they 
hadn’t taught anyone else how to do the job and thought 
they would have to close. “They didn’t realize that we’d been 
learning all along,” says Nick. “I said, ‘You may not have known 
it, but you were teaching us through our summers just working 
there.’ ” And so, the deal was sealed.

VINTAGE ITEMS, A NEW CAREER
The market runs over four dates between May and September, 
taking over the enormous Walworth County Fairgrounds 
in Elkhorn. Nick and Amy explain that despite its seasonal 
nature, running the market is a year-round job, requiring a 
great deal of planning, outreach and organization in order to 
manage the 550 to 600 vendors who exhibit at each show. 
Initially, the Nottestads knew one of them would need to stop 
teaching in order to run the market, so, after 14 years as a 
special education teacher, Amy left the education field to take 
on that role.

But after the first full year of running the market, the Nottestads 
realized it was a full-time job for two people, and Nick also 
decided to stop teaching after 22 years in the profession. “It 
had been Nona and her husband [running the market], and it 
really does take two people to do it well,” says Amy. “It was a 
tough decision [for Nick] to stop teaching, but it was time for 
a change of pace. We have a successful business, and it’s fun to 
have your own business, especially these days.”
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The Nottestads worked alongside 
the Knapps for a few years, who 
taught the new owners everything 
they could. They are still around to 
help, notes Amy. “They are well into 
retirement age and have a booth at 
the show, so they’re there to help us 
when we need them.”

The 2023 season will be the third 
season of the Nottestads’ ownership. 
Amy handles the behind-the-scenes 
tasks, drawing up contracts, securing 
payments and assigning space to 
500-plus vendors across 13 acres, like 
solving a giant puzzle. Nick is the 
set-up and operations guy, spending 
about three days before each market 
preparing the fairgrounds for visitors. 
They also rely on a crew of about 14 
employees for each market, and are 
supported by local organizations 
that help with traffic control, parking 
assistance, concessions and more. 
“It’s not quite Summerfest, but 
each market is a large undertaking, 
requiring a lot of hours,” says Nick. 

“But we’re not complaining … it’s 
only four weekends out of the year,” 
Amy adds.

BEST OF THE MIDWEST
In the first year of the market in 
1981, Knapp, an antiquarian with 
connections to other antique 
dealers, brought 15 to 20 vendors to 
the fairgrounds, using just a small 
amount of space near the north gate 
and North Hall. Each year, the market 
grew larger and larger, and attracted 
more shoppers, some of whom would 
drive hours to be at the gates in the 
morning. Today, the show takes over 
the entire fairgrounds, a sprawling 
99-acre site.

“There is not another like it in the 
Midwest,” says Amy. “Over time, it 
would take up a little more space, 
then more space, to today, where we 
have the whole grounds.”

The Elkhorn Antique Flea Market 
is considered by many flea market 
enthusiasts to be the best show 
in the Midwest, drawing vintage 
collectors, antique experts and even 
vendors who have been featured on 

the TV show “American Pickers.” 
Many vendors are regulars who make 
Elkhorn a must-stop event on their 
annual circuit. There are even a few 
vendors who have been coming since 
the market’s first year.

Vendors are drawn to the show for its 
longevity and quality; the Nottestads 
are strict about only allowing 
antiques and vintage goods from the 
1970s and older. “Quality control is 
number one,” Amy explains. “It has 
to all be old and original. We screen 
out recycled and repurposed; it’s not 
that we don’t both love those things, 
but we are trying to keep the integrity 
of the original show intact.”

Visitors appreciate this attention to 
authenticity. The markets happen 
about once a month throughout 
the summer, and each one draws an 
average of about 10,000 to 14,000 
people, many of whom are repeat 
visitors. “If you’re into this sort of 
thing, you’re into it, and our market 
is a must for those people,” says Amy.

The market’s location is also a draw, 
and Amy notes the “genius” of the 
Knapps in selecting Elkhorn for its 
central location between Milwaukee, 
Madison and Chicago. “[People from] 
all of those areas can get to us for an 
afternoon,” says Amy. “That is a huge 
benefit to us.”

The vendor lineup is relatively steady 
from show to show, though some 
vendors do switch out through the 
season. Despite this, vendors tend to 
vary what they bring, so each show 
is different, with new treasures to 
be discovered by market devotees. 
“Vendors tailor their merchandise,” 
says Amy. “In May and June, they 
bring stuff for camping, old outdoor 
stuff, decor for the upcoming season. 
In September, they bring things like 
wool blankets and items for colder 
weather. So you won’t see a lot of 
the same things twice, which keeps 
people coming back.”

While market weekends are chaotic, 
the Nottestads wouldn’t have it any 
other way. They say it allows them 
to connect with what they love most 

Amy offers this checklist to make 
the most of your visit to the 
Elkhorn Antique Flea Market:

	☑ Arrive early.  Gates open at  
7 a.m. There will already be 
lines of people and traffic. 

	☑ Wear walking shoes.  The 
event covers the entire 
fairgrounds.

	☑ Come hungry.  Each market 
features about a dozen local 
food vendors. “We have really 
good food,” says Nick.

	☑ Be patient.  “It’s not a fly-
around sort of place,” says 
Amy. “Commit the time to be 
here; it takes longer than you 
think.”

	☑ Come with a stash of cash. 
Most vendors only accept cash.

	☑ If you have a list, get organized.  
If you’re someone with a 
“shopping list” for the market, 
work out an organizational 
system to keep track of what 
you’re looking for, where 
you’ve been, and what you’ve 
purchased. Amy notes that 
after each market, vendors 
are left with items people 
purchased, but forgot to come 
back and pick up. Maps are 
available for each market.

Elkhorn Antique Flea Market
2023 Details
•	 When: May 21, June 25, August 13 

and September 24; 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
rain or shine

•	 How much: $5 cash admission
•	 Where: Walworth County Fairgrounds
•	 elkhornantiquefleamarket.com

Your Market Checklist



A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. 

MARK LARKIN
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

OUTSTANDING RESULTS

262.853.5576
MLarkin@StarckRE.com

Beautiful lot on Lake Geneva with spectacular views and over 160 feet of lake 
frontage. It's a blessing in disguise with the limited lakefront inventory for the past 

couple of years. You get the opportunity to build exactly what you want to your taste.  
Please feel free to reach out for some options for building plans and pricing.

N2017 S Lakeshore Drive - Listed at $3.9 million

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Starck Real Estate Welcomes 
The Starboard Group to our Lake Geneva Office

team@starboard-group.com
starboard-group.com

(262) 204-7343

168 E Geneva Square
Lake Geneva, WI

We’ve made a move to make your next move even better!
If you would like to find out more, or if you are planning a move, please contact us today!
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CRUISELAKEGENEVA.COM   |   262-248-6206   |   812 Wrigley Drive, Lake Geneva

AWARD-WINNING EVENTS!
FAMILY  |   FRIENDS   |   CORPORATE  |  WEDDINGS

Host the ultimate lake event aboard one of our eight classic
boats! Casual day on the lake with friends, surprise birthday,

or team outing... make it a party to remember!
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about the market: their vendors, who 
come from all over the United States. 
“They are what make the show,” says 
Amy. “It is a cool culture of people, 
and we’ve never met a group like it.”

Nick adds that he and Amy have even 
become personal friends with some of 
them, and it’s always a bit sad to say 
goodbye after the last show. “There is 
very much a personal element to this, 
and I think it’s one of the reasons 
[the Knapps] chose us,” says Amy. 
“Nona saw what we had done, and 
the connections we had built. It takes 
a different type of person to run a 
market like this and connect with the 
vendors, and we enjoy that.” 

WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS
Just a few years into running the 
market on their own, the Nottestads 
are holding the status quo for the 
time being. But they do have some 
ideas for the future.

One is merging the needs of the 
older-generation vendors with those 

of the younger generation coming 
in. Amy estimates the vendor base 
is about 50-50: half of the vendors 
are in their 60s or older. The other 
half is into “the new vintage picking 
vibe.”

“These [younger] vendors are 
the future, and to accommodate 
them, we need to modernize,” Amy 
explains. “We don’t take credit cards 
— we still have a lot of vendors who 
only write checks. We have vendors 
who want phone calls — they don’t 
want or have email. It’s a hard gap to 
bridge. We love the older generation 
of collectors and keepers, but we 
must look at what’s up-and-coming 
for the younger half.”

The Nottestads also realize the day 
will come when they have to push the 
timeline of the items they will accept 
into the 1980s. “We get pressured a 
lot that it’s time to start bringing the 
’80s in,” says Amy. “[The concern is] 
once you start letting newer things 
in, it becomes a trickle effect, and it 

will be all Atari and Cabbage Patch 
[dolls],” she laughs.

As owners, the Nottestads can change 
the criteria as they see fit and note that 
the Knapps only changed the age-of-
item criteria every decade or so. But 
they also realize truly vintage items are 
becoming more challenging to find. 
“Something truly antique, 100 years or 
older, is getting hard to find, and the 
vendors who have [those items] are 
getting older, and it’s becoming more 
challenging for them to load them up 
and bring them,” Amy says. “The day will 
come when we have to make a shift, but 
quality will always be our top priority.”

And while the Nottestads are relatively 
new to owning the Elkhorn Antique 
Flea Market, they hope it will continue 
to another generation of their family; 
their children, 17-year-old Landon 
and 15-year-old Delaney, work all of 
the shows with their parents. “We’re 
hoping one or both of them will want 
to take over the business for us one 
day,” says Amy.  
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Diane Krause
262.215.4893

Kevin Krause
262.745.1447

20+ Years Top Producer
@properties Outstanding Achievement Award 2018 - 2022
Best of Zillow Award 2018 - 2022
Prestigious Rolex Award
Featured Agent House Hunters HGTV – Episode “Lake Dreams in Wisconsin”

where you live

KRAUSETEAM@ATPROPERTIES.COM

N66W23636 Hillview Rd 
Sussex - $599,900

W5567 Oak Bluff Rd 
Fontana - $1,875,000

 736 Upper Brookwood 
Fontana - $ 1,250,000

Life is Simple...Just Add Water

your new

N1792 Spring Rd 
Linn - $810,000



staymaxwell.com
304 S Wells St - Lake Geneva - 262.248.9711

Boutique Hotel & Craft Cocktails
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One of Lake Geneva’s original homes, 
Maxwell Mansion is a genre-defining boutique 

hotel and treasured local landmark 

BY TASHA DOWNING
PHOTOS BY SHANNA WOLF, UNLESS NOTED
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This isn’t a scene out of history, it is one that could 
take place today, courtesy of Maxwell Mansion owners 
Luke and Monica Pfeifer. The Wisconsin natives quietly 
purchased the unique, historic property from Andrew 
Fritz in December 2020. Fritz had spent the previous eight 
years revitalizing the estate and restoring its grandeur, 
while adding luxe modern touches to guest suites and 
outdoor spaces. Since purchasing Maxwell Mansion, the 
Pfeifers have taken the hotel to yet another level, putting 
the 150-year-old mansion back on the map as a sought-
after destination for rest and rejuvenation. 

The history of Maxwell Mansion 
begins with Dr. Philip Maxwell and 
the founding of Lake Geneva itself. In 
1836, Maxwell, a prominent Chicago 
surgeon described as a “large man 
of wit and overflowing humor,” 
purchased 1,600 acres of land from 
the United States government 
in what eventually became the 
city of Lake Geneva. Because of this, Maxwell is widely 
acknowledged today as the “Father of Lake Geneva.” 

couple approaches the elegant white facade of Maxwell Mansion in 
Lake Geneva, an 1856 Italianate-style home turned boutique hotel and 
unique, historic event space. Instead of passing under the black-and-

white striped awning and walking in the front door, they take a set of steps discreetly 
tucked off to one side, leading them down to a hidden door. Knocking, they give the 
doorman a secret password and are admitted into the Speakeasy Bar, a hidden room 
offering a full range of options to whet any whistle.
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W3074 Weaver Rd   Geneva   
3 BD  2.5 BA  1,846 SF  $690,000

271 Fontana Blvd 941   Fontana     
616 SF  $345,000

269 Fontana Blvd 2257   Fontana  
1 BD  1 BA  325 SF  $110,000

N3333 Acacia Rd   Geneva     
2 BD  1 BA  788 SF  $274,900

269 Fontana Blvd 2668   Fontana  
1 BD  1 BA  299 SF  $129,900

W4269 Black Point Rd   Linn    
5 BD  5.5 BA  3,476 SF  $10,000

W4172 Lakeview Rd   Linn     
4 BD  3 BA  2,254 SF  $3,875,000

1038 Tarrant Dr   Fontana  
5 BD  4 BA  4,654 SF  $865,000 

432 Harvard Ave, 5E 6F   Fontana   
3 BD  3.5 BA  2,558 SF  $2,049,000

1050 Briarwood Dr   Fontana   
5 BD  4 BA  5,600 SF  $1,795,000

LA
K

EF
R

O
N

T

A
B

B
EY

 S
P

R
IN

G
S

LA
K

E 
A

C
C

ES
S

A
B

B
EY

 C
O

N
D

O
T

EL

R
EN

TA
L

A
B

B
EY

 C
O

N
D

O
T

EL
LA

K
EF

R
O

N
T



38   AT THE LAKE

Prior to moving  here, Maxwell 
served in a variety of roles: he was 
a member of the New York state 
assembly, and served as a physician 
with the United States Army, where 
he was assigned to Fort Dearborn, 
the military outpost that eventually 
became the city of Chicago. Later, 
Maxwell opened a private practice in 
the fledgling city and served as the 
Chicago City Physician. He sat on the 
Chicago Board of Health, and also 
served as the Illinois state treasurer. 
His name is listed on the first census 
as one of the original 500 residents 
of Chicago prior to its incorporation, 
and Chicago’s historic Maxwell 
Street was named for him. 

When Maxwell retired from the 
medical profession, he decided to 
build an elegant home on property 
he owned near Geneva Bay in Lake 
Geneva, and moved there with his 
wife, Jerusha, in 1856. They named 
the estate “The Oaks,” in honor of 
the century-old trees throughout 
the property. “In 1856, [the village 
of ] Geneva would have been a 
beautiful retreat and a return 
to civilian life for Dr. Maxwell,” 
says Sonja Akright, historian and 
board member of the Geneva Lake 
Museum. “There were Indian burial 
grounds and sacred springs; the 
wildlife was plentiful.”

As an early resident, Maxwell 
was a prominent member of the 
community. One colorful account of 
the era described him as “a rotund 
gentleman of about 280 pounds 
with a flair for horsemanship and 
a reputation for galloping hell-for-
leather through town.” He became 
a pillar of the village during this era 
when it remained a quaint, rural 
hamlet. 

The popular Dr. Maxwell only spent a 
few years enjoying his country home 
retirement — he died in November of 
1859. An early history of Lake Geneva 
remembered him as “kind and 
unostentatious … and an excellent 
citizen, he made many warm friends 
wherever he resided, and his death 
was regarded as a great public loss; 
especially at that juncture, when our 

Portraits of the home’s 
original owners, Jerusha 
and Dr. Philip Maxwell, rest 
on a mantel in the hotel’s 
ornate lobby.
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citizens were expecting so much from 
his influence and example.”

Following his death, Maxwell’s wife, 
Jerusha, remained in the house, 
and continued to entertain her late 
husband’s friends and colleagues when 
they traveled through the area. Future 
president Ulysses S. Grant, while a 
decorated general in the United States 
Army, is rumored to have been a guest 
at The Oaks. In the summer of 1873, 
another high-ranking general, Philip H. 
Sheridan, arrived at the home to take in 
the splendor of Lake Geneva. Jerusha 
Maxwell lived in the house until her death 
in 1875, by which time the completion of 
the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, 
and then the Great Chicago Fire, had 
transformed Lake Geneva into a newly 
popular summer resort. 

Over the following decades, the house 
changed hands several times. Owners of 
the mansion included wealthy business 
owners like George and Inez Parker of 
Janesville’s Parker Pen Company, and 
Agnes Gleason, founder of Michigan 

An 1857 rendering of 
the home shortly after 
it was built.

Antiques decorate the lobby 
space of the historic mansion 
turned boutique hotel.

An antique lighting 
fixture brightens 
the passage to the 
back patio.
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WE LIVE HERE,
WE PLAY HERE, WE SELL HERE

*Source Real Trends 2017-2021. **Source MLS Stephanie Parent At the Lake team sales volume  1/1/2016 to 12/31/2022.

“AMERICA’S BEST LIST” FOR TEAM VOLUME IN 2017, 2018, 2020, 2021 BY REAL TRENDS* 

TEAM SALES OVER $204M SINCE 2016**

ANNIE CUCULI
REALTOR®

Mobile: 262.949.9475 
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STEPHANIE PARENT
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Mobile: 773.209.3465 
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MARY BRENNAN
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Lt1 Cane Dr, Elkhorn 
Offered at $99,700

1.77 Acres

W5558 Briarwood Rd, Elkhorn 
Offered at $300,000

Sold

262.949.3618
jerrykroupa@atproperties.com 
102 N. Wisconsin, Elkhorn, WI 53121

N7688 Westshore Dr, Elkhorn
Offered at $2,059,700

Lakefront

View additional photos at 
www.lakehomeswi.info

Lakefront

Lt0 West Shore Dr, Elkhorn 
Offered at $549,900

108’ Frontage

W5134 Plantation Rd, Elkhorn 
Offered at $1,495,700
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Avenue’s Parkway Tea Room. After 
Gleason took ownership in 1931, a 
young Nancy Davis stayed as a guest 
at the mansion — two decades later, 
she would marry the actor Ronald 
Reagan and go on to become the First 
Lady of the United States. 

Today, The Oaks is known as Maxwell 
Mansion, maintaining its glamour 
and sophistication as a 28-room 
boutique hotel just two blocks from 
both the lake and Lake Geneva’s 
downtown. Guest rooms are located 
in either the mansion, carriage house 
or stables, and each space is uniquely 
designed, filled with historic patterns 
and antiques while offering the latest 
luxuries and amenities.

Husband-and-wife team Luke and 
Monica Pfeifer first met at Lakeland 
University while pursuing degrees in 
hospitality, and together they have 30 
years of combined experience in the 
industry. Monica is the professional 
event planner with an eye for 
detail while Luke’s background in 

Today, the former 
parlors and dining 
room of the main 
house can be set up 
for private events.





Christopher  
Mulka 
Broker
708.738.9289 
cmulka@atproperties.com

With over $200 million in sales* the Martha Cucco Team is ready to help with any 
real estate needs in both Illinois and Wisconsin.
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*MRED, LLC, based on closed sales data, 1/1/1989-9/15/2020.
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hospitality operations and technology fills a crucial role on the 
business side. They both love offering guests an amazing getaway in 
this unique space, and have implemented a full-scale rebranding of 
Maxwell Mansion, bringing the vintage glam they love to a modern 
clientele with chic, annual soirées and personalized events. 

“I love the customizability of our property,” says Monica. “Whether 
private events like weddings, or our own seasonal parties like our 
Repeal Day party which celebrates the end of Prohibition, we can 
hold a good amount of people, and the style of the property gives 

Guest accommodation options include 
rooms in the stables (this photo) as 
well as richly appointed spaces in the 
main house (right).





Carpet & Rug 
Cleaning Specialists

Contact us today to get in our schedule.

(262) 248-8204 • ArtisticCleaners.net

CARPET.  FURNITURE.  AREA RUG WASHING.

SPOT & ODOR.  TILE & GROUT.  VCT & LINOLEUM. 

LEATHER.  FLOOD EXTRACTION.  HARDWOOD.
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When he built the house in 1856, 
Dr. Maxwell included a basement 
surgical suite complete with a 
floor drain (right). Today, the 
space houses the Speakeasy 
Bar, with a nod to its use during 
Prohibition as an illicit lounge.
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• Annie Sloan Chalk Paint

325 Kenosha Street (Hwy 67) 
Walworth, WI

414-815-6638
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everybody an opportunity to make an event 
their own.” 

Luke says his favorite part about the 
property is the ability for guests to find 
moments to connect with friends in rooms 
like the Cognac or the Ballroom. “You 
could sit with a couple of people in the Tea 
Room and have a conversation and enjoy 
some cocktails or mocktails,” he says. 
“Finding time and space to sit with your 
significant other or friends is hard to come 
by and we have all these unique places to 
do that.”

Last July, the Mansion served as a 
centerpiece for a fundraising event for the 
Geneva Lake Museum entitled “Exploring 
the Mystique of Maxwell Mansion.” In 
the Cognac Room, Akright shared the 
property’s history and gave information 
about the Maxwell family and the estate, 
while guests enjoyed self-guided tours of 
the home. “Today the mansion is beautifully 
restored,” says Akright. “Its tall windows, 
broad entrances, elaborate ornamental 
wood moldings, marble fireplaces and grand 
staircase are remnants of a bygone era.”

Mixologists at the 
Apothecary Bar 
specialize in crafting 
top-quality cocktails.
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To increase the property’s flexibility 
as an event venue and maximize 
guests’ enjoyment of the property, 
the Pfeifers have worked to curate 
the property’s outdoor spaces as 
well. Ceremonies and events with 
acoustic music can be held on 
the front lawn, and the property 
now boasts a deck, a balcony and 
multiple back terraces, one of 
which is connected directly to the 
Apothecary Bar. One terrace even 
features a bocce ball court. “We do 
a lot of events on the back terrace,” 
says Monica. “Live music, corporate 
dinners, birthday parties — or it can 
just be a lounge for people to hang 
out. We have a heated, saltwater 
pool; a gazebo; three fire pits; and 
we just updated the outside of the 
carriage house with heaters on the 
second-floor patio.”

The property’s two bars — the 
Apothecary Bar and the Speakeasy 
Bar, which is located in Dr. 
Maxwell’s former surgical suite — 
are open to the public, and offer 

craft cocktails and mocktails made 
by skilled and creative bartenders. 
“We make a phenomenal Wisconsin 
old fashioned in the Apothecary Bar, 
and we take different spins on it,” 
says Luke. “We switch up the menu 
seasonally and focus on true craft 
cocktails, so the experience involves 
everything from the ingredients, to 

how we stir and shake the cocktails 
to be sure they have the most 
consistent flavor and taste.” 

The Apothecary Bar is also one of the 
only bars in the area offering absinthe 
drips, and the only bar in the world 
with a Sipsmith highball machine. 
“Sipsmith is a London-based craft gin FA
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Monica and Luke 
Pfeifer, owners of 
Maxwell Mansion. 
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KNOLL CRANE, INC.
2851 US Hwy. 12, Spring Grove, IL. 60081 • 815-675-9400

sales@knollsteelinc.com • www.knollcraneinc.com

Let us lift your heavy loads!
40 Ton Hydro Cranes
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The list is endless....If you need it lifted we 

can get it there!

We have highly trained & certified operators

Merit Shop Contractor
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company,” Monica explains. “[The 
machine] creates a perfect consistency 
and measurement of liquor and soda 
water, which comes out three times 
more bubbly than champagne.” This 
year, the couple is also adding new 
kitchen equipment to bring food 
options to Maxwell Mansion, with a 
small-bites menu in the works. 

Community outreach is another 
priority for the Pfeifers, and Maxwell 
Mansion supports a number of local 
events and organizations, from 
the YMCA and the Jaycees to Lake 
Geneva Winterfest. “I’m glad we are 
in the position we are in now to be 
able to give even more back to the 
community,” says Luke. “Last year 
we partnered with the Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Lake Geneva, 
and donated all our proceeds for one 
day to the relief efforts in Ukraine. 
We give out hundreds of donations 
to area organizations each year and 
believe strongly in finding ways to 
give back locally.”

This positive relationship between 
Maxwell Mansion and the city of 
Lake Geneva is a tradition that dates 
back to 1856, and the “kind and 
unostentatious” man who first saw 
the potential for a hub of hospitality 
in the heart of Lake Geneva, Dr. 
Philip Maxwell. 

For more information about events or 
reservations at Maxwell Mansion, visit 
staymaxwell.com.  

Outdoor amenities at the 
boutique hotel include a 
deck and patio, bocce court 
and even a swimming pool.



A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC..

Kilkenny Group
TEAM@KILKENNYGRP.COM  |  KILKENNYGRP.COM
262.729.2500  |  815.337.8400

PROUDLY SERVING  

Northern IL & Southern WI  
FOR OVER 35 YEARS

Residential • Commercial-Industrial • Agricultural Land

RICHARD AHRENS

CLANCY GREEN
TAYLOR WEST

ELLIE MONEY



168 E Geneva Square  • 262.273.4500

LAKE GENEVAWALWORTH
118 Kenosha Street  •  262.275.2185

Lisa Berg Margaret Labus

Harry Mohr Tim LaBrecque

Andrew Rurey

Bob Rauland Steven Dowden

Beth Peyer

Steven Warner Mark Larkin

Allison LieskeDawn DeMarco Isabelle Carter

Zach Otten

Brandee Walton

Shari Mohr John Tisdall

Barbara PhillipsBecky Merwin

Our growing team is proud to serve the Geneva Lakes area with 
a trusted brand. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Starck Real 
Estate has been a trusted name for over 60 years. The endurance 
of our brand starts with having a great team. Now that team is 
expanding. After opening our Walworth office 1-year ago we are 
proudly opening our new Lake Geneva location to better serve you.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC 

Berkshire Hathaway wants to be in businesses that are enduring. Real estate brokerages will be around 

100 years from now and Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices will be around 100 years from now. It will 

always be a very important business. —Warren Buffett, Chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

StarckRE.com

Starboard Group

Starboard Group

Starboard Group

 Strength    Growth

“
”

&

Peggy BentleyMichael Bentley Randy Erwin Natalie Torres

Bentley Team The Erwin Team

WITH STABILITY COMES

Clancy Green Richard AhrensEllie Money

Kilkenny Group



52   AT THE LAKE

Tasty
Artistry

We asked four local bakeries to create 
edible works of art inspired by the 

blooming season, each with their own 
special sense of style

BY ANNE MORRISSY
PHOTOS BY HOLLY LEITNER
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Boho
Burlington-based Blackbird Bakery 
opted for a bohemian, chic approach 
with its expertly decorated cupcakes 
and a feathered floral cake, perfect for a 
spring wedding or anniversary party.
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Minimalist
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Playing off its name, Lake Geneva’s Simple Bakery 
created this minimalist masterpiece of layered 
deliciousness, topped with customizable, fresh 
blooms ideal for a birthday or graduation cake.
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Lorelei Bittner’s Bakery in Lake Geneva 
pulled out all the stops with this 

whimsical, Easter-themed cake with 
accents of frosted strawberries, sugar 
cookies and doughnuts, and scenes of 
happy bunnies, butterflies and bees.
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Embellished
Drawing inspiration from the garden, Lake Geneva’s 
Poppy Cakes created the perfect Mother’s Day 
desserts: pink-frosted chocolate cupcakes and 
a delectable, almond-flavored cake topped with 
French macarons, fresh roses and an intricate 
fondant design almost too pretty to eat.  
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contac t@creat iveedge landscapes.com
262-877-2805

Your partner in creating the perfect outdoor space.

Don’t forget to checkout our partners in Twin Lakes, WI:
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Build a Better Yard
or a yard that represents Wisconsin’s natural beauty, many 
homeowners are turning to native plants. Simply put, native plants 
are those that occur naturally in a region, and they’re not just pretty 

to look at — they also provide several benefits to both the environment 
and the homeowner. Because of this, more and more people are opting to 
re-envision and landscape their spaces with native plants. It’s an approach 
that has become increasingly popular in the Geneva Lake area. 

How to beautify and 
benefit the environment 
with the region’s 
indigenous plants 

BY SHELBY DEERING

F

home & garden lifestyle

Native wildflowers 
in bloom at White 
River County Park.
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As part of this movement, people are 
choosing to forego manicured lawns, 
and the money and maintenance 
associated with them, in lieu of 
easy-to-care-for native plantings. 
“The look of a perfect, weedless, 
large stretch of lawn of non-native 
Kentucky blue grass is going out 
of fashion,” says Karen Yancey, 
executive director of the Geneva 
Lake Conservancy. “As property 
owners learn about the beauty, low 
maintenance, and environmental and 
wildlife benefits of native plants, they 
are converting at least part of their 
property to native plant gardens, 
that not only provide beauty, color 
and texture, but attract songbirds, 
butterflies and other wildlife.” 

Native plants offer several advantages 
to the environment. Yancey explains 
that they provide a diversity of 
food and shelter to hundreds of 
species of birds, animals and insects 
found in southeastern Wisconsin. 
For example, songbirds feed on 
native Juneberry bushes, Monarch 
butterflies need milkweed to lay their 
eggs, and squirrels and many other 
mammals need oak trees to survive. 
In addition to these benefits, native 
plants have long roots that absorb 
water and pollutants, and hold soil 
in place during heavy rain events, 
preventing sediment from entering 
waterways.  

Then there are the benefits for 
humans. Yancey says that native 
gardens reduce or eliminate the need 
for pesticides and fertilizers, which 
can be dangerous to adults, children, 
pets and wildlife. They filter and 
remove pollutants from water runoff 
and don’t require any watering after 
the first year. They also grow back 
year after year, considerably reducing 
lawn care costs compared to annual, 
non-native plantings.

Inspired by these myriad benefits, the 
Geneva Lake Conservancy started 
the Conservation@Home program 
in 2019 to educate property owners 
on how they can help care for local 
lakes and waterways by changing 

the way they manage their property. 
Yancey says that many people aren’t 
aware that plants that are native to 
southeastern Wisconsin, such as 
oak trees, and purple and yellow 
coneflowers, will grow better in our 
soils, require little or no pesticides 
or fertilizers and provide better 
habitats for wildlife and people. As 
part of their program, Geneva Lake 
Conservancy’s staff and trained 
volunteers spend time with property 
owners educating them on how they 
can make their land more ecologically 
healthy by planting native options 
and removing invasive species like 
buckthorn and garlic mustard.  

Additionally, the Conservancy ad-
ministers a Healthy Lakes program 
through the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources. The program 
benefits landowners whose proper-
ty borders lakes or other waterways, 
providing grants to cover up to half 
the cost of planting rain gardens or 
buffer strips of native plantings along 
a shoreline. “These gardens must have 
native plants with long root systems 
that absorb pollutants in stormwater 
before it reaches the lake,” Yancey 
says, adding that the Conservancy has 
planted more than 30 “Healthy Lakes” 
gardens along the shore of Geneva 
Lake on private properties. 

To achieve this, the Conservancy 
has partnered with Burlington’s 
Northwind Perennial Farm. Together, 

The term “No Mow May” began 
in the United Kingdom in 2019 
as a conservation initiative 
encouraging homeowners to stop 
mowing their grass (or to mow 
less) during the month of May, 
in an effort to provide a habitat 
and resources for bees and 
other pollinators. Since then, the 
concept has been sweeping the 
United States, and last year, the 
city of Lake Geneva passed a new 
ordinance allowing homeowners 
to participate in No Mow May. 
According to the ordinance, yards 
within the city limits may become 
tall and weed-laden throughout 
the month, without the penalties 
that would normally be imposed. 

Lake Geneva is just one of many 
Wisconsin cities that now take 
part in No Mow May. In fact, 
Appleton was the first city in 
the United States to participate 
in the initiative. In addition, 
Genoa City, Fort Atkinson and 
De Pere have also jumped on 
the bandwagon. The results 
have been overwhelmingly 
positive. According to one 
2020 study, researchers who 
examined the initiative in 
Appleton documented increases 
in the urban bee population, 
along with improved diversity 
among flowers and plants, which 
increases the bees’ ability to 
forage for food. The study also 
found that the community was 
enthusiastic about the program, 
and in addition to skipping 
mowing, residents tended to 
carry out other pollinator-friendly 
practices in their homes and 
neighborhoods. 

While the program has 
demonstrated measurable gains 
that benefit pollinators, in Lake 
Geneva, the choice is up to each 
individual homeowner: No Mow 
May is entirely optional. 

Purple milkweed is an 
endangered and rare 
pollinator plant.
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What Is 
“No Mow May”? 

home & garden native plants



Geneva Lakes’ 
premier supplier of 
landscape products.
• Brick Pavers
• Retaining Walls
• Natural Stone
• Mulch and Compost
• Fertilizers
• Much More!

Our knowledgeable customer service staff 
can help with your landscape project.

W363 Walworth St., Genoa City, WI 53128
Located 10 minutes south of Lake Geneva at Hwy 12 & County Rd H

262.279.6500 • www.high-prairie.com
Delivery Available

Photos courtesy of Unilock.
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the two have worked to create many 
of their “Healthy Lakes” rain gardens, 
as well as most of the gardens in 
the Conservancy’s new Mill House 
Native Plant Preserve, located in 
Fontana. The preserve contains a 
pollinator garden, a rain garden, a 
fern garden, a bird sanctuary, a sloped 
garden and an oak grove, making it 
the perfect place for homeowners 
to gain inspiration. “There are so 
many possibilities to create healthy, 
economical landscapes,” says Roy 
Diblik, co-owner of Northwind 
Perennial Farm. 

The key to a successful landscape of 
native plants, Diblik says, lies in the 
garden and yard design. “We have 
to understand how the plants live 
together socially, and then we can 
place them in a good position to live 
well together,” he says.  

Yancey emphasizes that, between 
the months of May and October, 

homeowners can schedule a 
Conservation@Home visit with two 
volunteers from the Conservancy. For 
a nominal fee (waived for members), 
these experts will spend one to two 
hours providing ideas on how to 
make the landscape more ecologically 
healthy and provide a list of suppliers 
for the plants they recommend.

For those just getting started, Diblik 
offers this advice: “Come to know 
plants as individuals. Know their 
growth rate from youth to maturity 

and place them together based on 
those characteristics. Each year that 
passes, you’ll be learning about the 
nature of all your plants, and their 
relationships with each other and 
to you.” He says the benefits will 
continue to multiply in the years to 
come, affecting every living thing on 
the property. 

“These practices will constantly 
improve soils and water filtration, 
and the plantings will be beneficial to 
other living creatures,” he says.  C
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Native gardens seen at 
a Conservation@Home 
certified property.
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Q&A 
Amy Nocek, project manager for 
NEAT Method Wisconsin, shares 
her favorite spring cleaning tips

BY SHELBY DEERING

Getting
Organized

As the days get longer and the 
weather turns milder, many people 
start to think about cleaning and 
reorganizing their homes. NEAT 
Method Wisconsin’s Amy Nocek 
represents the nation’s largest home 
organizing service, so we asked her 
to share some of her favorite tricks 
of the trade. Are you ready to give 
your home a spring refresh?

ATL: Tell us about your background.

Amy Nocek: I began my career as a 
trained designer. When designing, 
I always felt like my projects were 
a bit incomplete. When a remodel 
or other project is complete, it’s 
typically the client’s responsibility to 

set the new space up with their items 
and figure out the best way to make 
use of it. Now that’s my specialty! 

ATL: For spring, how would you 
organize kids’ rooms? 

AN: Think about ways to create 
a space where your child can 
participate in the clean-up and 
maintenance. Your labels can 
include pictures if you have toddlers 
or preschoolers who aren’t reading 
yet. Sort items like LEGOs or books 
by color.

ATL: How about bathrooms?

AN: Bathrooms are such an 
important space to have organized — 
it’s where we often start and end the 
day. Create a spa-like atmosphere 
in your bathroom. Keep as much off 
the counters as possible. Items that 
are out should be corralled in a tray. 
Make your top drawer in your vanity 
a daily-use drawer. Limit it to the 
items you will need every day, like 
toothpaste, contact lenses, etc. Store 
extra of any of these products in a 
utility closet or cabinet. 

ATL: Laundry/linens? 

AN: Remove bulky packaging 
whenever possible to save space. 

Detergent pods and fabric softener 
sheets can be removed from 
their boxes and stored in clear 
containers. This takes up less space 
and gives you a visual reminder of 
how much product you have. Store 
linens either by size or by room. Be 
sure to include labels on the bins so 
it’s easy to find the sheet set you’re 
looking for.

ATL: Craft rooms/offices?

AN: Eliminate as much paper as 
possible in your office space. Sign 
up for electronic billing or scan 
any papers. Save only what you will 
need to refer to in the future and 
doesn’t have a digital version. Sort 
craft items by type and consider 
stackable bins to maximize your 
shelf space. Keeping things in a 
rainbow order for supplies like 
paint, colored paper and markers 
can give you an art space that is its 
own work of art.  

NEAT Method is the nation’s largest 
home organizing service. It follows 
a five-step process to take spaces 
like closets, pantries, playrooms and 
bathrooms from chaotic to composed. 
The company also helps clients 
move into new homes by offering 
unpacking and moving logistics 
services. TO
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Home Furnishings & Interior DesignHome Furnishings & Interior Design
Paper Dolls Paper Dolls 

138 E. Geneva Square, Lake Geneva, WI 53147 • 262-248-6268 • paperdollsinteriors.com

We have the Largest Selection of In-Stock  
Home Furnishings & Accessories in the Area

Interior Design Services – Custom Window Treatments, Blinds and Shades – Wallpaper
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1  PLANT MISTER; $15.99, Pesche’s Greenhouse, Lake Geneva | 2  APRON; $49, Angelus, Walworth | 
3  STRAW HAT; $42.99, Pesche’s Greenhouse, Lake Geneva | 4  CARRUTH STUDIOS TURTLE; $57.95, 

Queen Bee Artisan Market, Lake Geneva | 5  FLORAL POTS; small $5.99, large $10.99, Pesche’s 
Greenhouse, Lake Geneva | 6  PLANT LADY DOOR MAT; $32, Angelus, Walworth | 7  PLANTER BOX; 

$29.99, Pesche’s Greenhouse, Lake Geneva | 8  BIRDHOUSE; $79, Angelus, Walworth | 9  SWAN 
PLANTER; $49, Angelus, Walworth

trending
at the lake

home & garden  shopping

Gardening season is coming! We stopped by a few of our 
favorite local shops for the prettiest garden accessories.

STYLING & PHOTOS BY VICTORIA MCHUGH
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W2795 Krueger Rd., Lake Geneva, WI 53147
www.bandjlandscape.com • 262-248-3653 • office@bandjtree.com 

Landscape design and installation ~  Lawn Management  ~  Retaining Walls Landscape design and installation ~  Lawn Management  ~  Retaining Walls 
Stone and Brick Patios and Driveways  ~  Tree Service with Certified Arborist Stone and Brick Patios and Driveways  ~  Tree Service with Certified Arborist 

Residential and Commercial Snow Removal  ~  Landscape LightingResidential and Commercial Snow Removal  ~  Landscape Lighting

• Great for watching TV, working or reading in bed
• Reduces snoring & acid reflux effects
• Alleviates lower back, knee & leg pain
• Aids in circulation

Adjustable Bed Bases
$399**

**With Verlo mattress purchase. See store for details.

Twin XL 
Starting at

SLEEP. LOUNGE. WHATEVER. BETTER.

 

SAVE UP TO
$100 OFF

v3 Set Purchase*

v3 Mattress Collection
 

v5 Mattress Collection

SAVE UP TO
$150 OFF

v5 Set Purchase*

CUT OUT THE
MIDDLEMAN
MATTRESS SAVINGS!

*On set purchase with factory select covers. Not applicable on previous purchases. One coupon per set purchase.

 
v7 Mattress Collection

SAVE UP TO
$200 OFF

v7 Set Purchase*

 
v9 Mattress Collection

SAVE UP TO
$250 OFF

v9 Set Purchase*

 
v11 Mattress Collection

SAVE UP TO
$300 OFF

v11 Set Purchase*

McHENRY
3710 West Elm St. • 815.578.8375

CRYSTAL LAKE
5150 North West Hwy • 815.455.2570

LAKE GENEVA
2462 Hwy 120 • 262.249.0420

verlo.com
800.224.VERLO

Because we build your mattress locally, 
we cut out the middleman mark up 
and build you a better mattress for 

less. After you select the comfort level 
and construction that fits your needs, 
we build it and deliver it to your home 

wthout anyone else touching. 
That’s true

FACTORY DIRECT!

for continuously voting us
One of the Best

Mattress Stores

Thank 
You
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262.812.7025  |  lakesilluminationtechnology.com  |  seang@lakesilluminationtechnology.com

“WE ARE DRIVEN TO DELIVER A 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE, GREAT 

PRODUCT, AND AN EVEN BETTER 
ATMOSPHERE.”

Architectural & Landscape Lighting
Outdoor Entertainment Systems

Holiday Lighting

BLOCK  

BRICK  

STONE  

FIREPLACES  

OUTDOOR LIVING  

GRILLS

W3751 Builders Ct.,  
Zenda, WI

262.275.6611 

LakesBrickandBlock.com
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At Home
At The Lake Magazine‘s 17th Annual Special Advertising Section

88

9678

Welcome to At Home, our 17th 
annual special advertising section 
that rounds up the best vendors 
for every home-related project!

Whether you are looking to build 
a new home, renovate an existing 
home or just spruce up your 
spaces, the Geneva Lake area 
has no shortage of top-quality 
businesses that specialize in all 
things home, from locally sourced 
products and expert installation 
to internationally recognized, 
cutting-edge goods and services. 
In this section, learn what makes 
each of these locally owned 
businesses so special. If you’re 
thinking of tackling a project on 
your home, no matter how big or 
small, start here. 
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	 Geneva Cabinet Company LLC
	 Certified designers, a state-of-the-art showroom

	 Matustik Builders
	 Specializing in high-quality custom and luxury homes	

	 Marble Emporium Inc.
	 Leading experts in natural stone fabrication and installation

	 Lidia Design / Lake Home Living 
	 Design, upholstery and retail home furnishings destination 

	 Balsitis Contracting Inc.
	 Quality workmanship plus budget-conscious solutions

	 House Shampoo Inc.
	 Exceptional exterior cleaning and restoration

	 Jorndt Fahey LLC
	 Experienced homebuilders offering personalized service

	 Hardwoods of Wisconsin
	 Full-service flooring experts, custom furniture and sign design	

	 Stebnitz Builders Inc.
	 A full-service residential remodeling and design firm 

	 The Reesman Company
	 Providing a full suite of outdoor development services 

	 Brick & Mortar
	 Home goods, indoor and outdoor furnishings across two locations

	 Lake Geneva Window & Door
	 Supplying the lakes area with the highest quality products 

	 Budget Blinds of Walworth County
	 Window coverings that mix beauty and functionality

	 Lowell Custom Homes 
	 Experienced, detail-oriented builders of luxury homes of all sizes 
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Driven by the movement 
for a more balanced life, 
Geneva Cabinet Company 

approaches every home with 
solutions to nurture and charm you. 
Their award-winning design and 
installation team is ready to inspire 
with the most anticipated trends, 
updated products and innovative 
ideas. 

REFRESH & ORGANIZE  
The Geneva Cabinet designers 
banish disorder with storage 
solutions to energize the day with 
organized efficiency. Their well-
appointed Lake Geneva showroom 
presents finely crafted cabinets, 
countertops, hardware and fixtures. 
They are experts in cabinetry and 
the interior details that improve 
function and accessibility. Motion 
sensor lighting, pull-out organizers 
and tiered storage are all popular 
options.

ELEVATED APPLIANCES
No plan from Geneva Cabinet 
is complete without informed 
appliance recommendations. 
State-of-the-art ranges are 

trending as stylish centerpieces with 
superior performance. Beyond the 
kitchen, designers create space 
for secondary appliances with 
increased frequency. Beverage 
coolers, crafted ice machines and 
built-in coffee units add novelty to 
bedroom suites, living and dining 
areas.

BRILLIANT BACKSPLASHES
More than a pretty detail, the 
backsplash is a hard-working 
surface able to unite the overall 
mood of a kitchen or bath. The rise 
in stone slabs for the backsplash is 
attributed to their natural beauty 
along with low maintenance 
benefits. Tile is always a timeless 
selection available in a variety 
of styles from classic subway to 
handcrafted by artisans. A splash 
of color, luminosity or texture on 
the backsplash is a memorable 
statement. 

FURNISHED WITH CABINETRY
Today’s kitchen is a multi-functional 
social hub and often includes space 
to relax, work and entertain. Well-
designed cabinetry can support 

these activities and designers add 
character with furniture-like details.  
Layering millwork, stacking drawers 
and accessorizing with distinctive 
hardware are some of their favorite 
secrets for a furnished look. 
Advancing design with a beautiful 
finish will invite the convenience of 
cabinetry to every room.

EVERYDAY LUXURY
True luxury is a home that genuinely 
expresses lifestyle.  Personalizing 
space helps achieve a balanced, 
efficient and gratifying environment. 
For this reason, the designers at 
Geneva Cabinet make it a priority 
to get to know their customers. 
Before any design begins, they will 
fully understand each homeowner 
in order to present an irresistible 
design with creative solutions.

Geneva Cabinet Company has 
a reputation for providing an 
extraordinary customer experience. 
The dedicated team monitors 
projects from concept to completion. 
Visit the Lake Geneva showroom 
and explore all of the stunning 
possibilities.  

Geneva Cabinet Company LLC
201 Geneva National Ave. S., Lake Geneva | 262-245-9600 | genevacabinet.com
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Composed of the finest architects, 
designers, subcontractors, 
suppliers and other top 

professionals, the Matustik Builders team 
has been building high-quality custom 
homes in the Lake Geneva area for 30 
years. The company is helmed by John 
Matustik, who has been pursuing his 
passion for homebuilding for decades, 
and understands how each home he 
builds is a dream of a client’s imagination 
brought to fruition by his company.

The Matustiks are no strangers to the 
Lake Geneva area, as John’s family 
purchased a summer home in the area 
when he was a child. In addition, his 
father owned rental properties, and 
John attributes his love of construction 
and building to working on those 
rentals when he was younger. After 
pursuing a degree in urban design and 
development, John met his wife, Kathy, 
in Fontana, and together they have 
loved working in the Lake Geneva 
area and the southeastern part of 
Wisconsin, designing and constructing 
custom homes that clients love.

When beginning a project, the 
Matustiks are dedicated to listening 

to their clients before anything else.  
“We talk about the clients’ goals, their 
dreams and their visions for their new 
home,” says John. “We get a feel for 
what the client is looking for, and how 
we can best bring that vision to reality, 
and stay within their budget.” 

John says he likes to meet with clients 
before any plans are even drawn. He 
explains that each piece of property 
is unique, and it’s important to design 
a home, which maximizes views from 
that unique property to create a one-
of-a-kind residence that exemplifies 
the owner’s lifestyle, utilizing high-
quality products. From there, Matustik 
Builders finds the 
perfect personnel 
needed to complete 
each distinct 
construction project, 
from architects to 
artisan craftsmen.

What often sets 
Matustik Builders 
apart from many 
other companies 
is John’s direct 
involvement with 

projects. While some company 
owners will put projects in the hands 
of a superintendent after the initial 
meeting, John works with clients 
personally from the initial meeting 
through the completion of the project. 
“From the planning and design 
stages, through breaking ground, 
through the day-to-day construction, 
to the landscaping and delivery, 
and long after,” he explains. John 
is involved with each step of the 
process. “I love what I do and treat 
every home like it’s my own,” John 
says. 

To make the process fun and 
transparent, Matustik Builders sets 
up a client portal on their website so 
that customers can see photos of the 
daily progress on their homes under 
construction. “This way, even clients 
who are out of state can watch their 
homes being built,” John explains. 
“Our goal is to simplify the building 
process and exceed homeowner 
expectations by completing their 
home on time and on budget.”

Above all, Matustik Builders  
remains dedicated to making sure 
that every home they build receives 
their utmost time and attention, and 
that every homeowner can ultimately 
enjoy a stress-free construction 
process and a beautiful home. To 
see more of their work and get 
inspiration for your own home, visit 
the Matustik Builders project gallery at 
matustikbuilders.com. 

Matustik Builders
672 W. Main St., #533, Lake Geneva | 888-840-9947 | matustikbuilders.com
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For many homeowners, the 
kitchen is truly the heart of the 
home. While today’s stainless 

steel appliances and gorgeous 
wood cabinetry enhance a kitchen’s 
design, it is the countertop selection 
that often makes the most impact. 
That’s where Marble Emporium Inc. 
comes in. The company has proven 
itself as the leading expert in natural 
stone fabrication and installation 
for both residential and commercial 
projects for over 30 years. In 
addition, the company was the first 
fabricator in the Midwest to become 
accredited by the Marble Institute of 
America (MIA). 

Marble Emporium’s MIA 
accreditation uniquely positions 
it in the industry. This recognition 
for natural stone fabricators and 
commercial contractors means it’s 
an elite company that meets only 
the highest standards for technical 
expertise, business priorities and 
ethics, product knowledge, safety, 
finance, fabrication and installation. 

Located on Chicago’s North Shore 
in Northbrook, Illinois, Marble 

Emporium fabricates and installs 
natural stone as well as engineered 
stone (quartz). Their advanced, 
state-of-the-art equipment 
combined with hands-
on artisan skills result 
in stunning design 
options for residential 
and commercial 
construction and 
renovation projects. 

Marble Emporium’s 
skilled processes 
mean the company 
can fabricate virtually 
any design concept — 
confidently, efficiently, 
accurately and on time 
while producing field 
installations without 
problems or delays. 

And at Marble 
Emporium the term 
“custom” truly means 
“custom.” Their 
designers’ primary 
goal is to ensure that 
the stonework the 
company creates 

is a work of art for each client 
they serve. They recognize that 
choosing the ideal natural stone is 
an aesthetic and personal decision, 
much like selecting the perfect 
artwork for a space. Marble 
Emporium’s designers are trained to 
assist in providing critical guidance 
in slab selection, and through 
knowledge and experience they 
can offer advice both artistically 
and technically, helping clients with 
each material’s appropriate usage 
and budget. It’s this attention to 
detail and dedication to customer 
satisfaction that is critical to the 
Marble Emporium mission.

And while Marble Emporium 
provides a wealth of experience 
in natural stone fabrication 
and installation for kitchen and 
bathroom applications, the 
company also provides stone for 
custom fireplaces and other unique 
uses such as floors, staircases and 
walls. 

Marble Emporium Inc.
2200 Carlson Dr., Northbrook, IL | 847-205-4000 | marbleemporiumchicago.com
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MARBLE  -  QUARTZITE  -  GRANITE  -  QUARTZ

LEADING STONE FABRICATIOR AND INSTALLER

2200 CARLSON DRIVE, NORTHBROOK, IL
MARBLE-EMPORIUM.COM

847-204-4000

COURTESY OF STARVED ROCK WOOD PRODUCTS COURTESY OF CANYON CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS COURTESY OF SAMARA DEVELOPMENT 

MARBLE
QUARTZITE

GRANITE
QUARTZ

LEADING STONE 
FABRICATOR 

AND INSTALLER

2200 CARLSON DRIVE, NORTHBROOK, IL
MARBLEEMPORIUMCHICAGO.COM · 847-205-4000
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If you’ve ever looked at an empty 
space, wall or surface in your home 
and felt overwhelmed or uninspired, 

you are not alone. Interior designer 
Lidia Pastiu of Fontana’s Lidia Design 
embraces these challenges. With more 
than 30 years of expertise in interior 
design, architecture and decorating, 
Lidia and her husband, Nick, of Nick‘s 
Upholstery opened their second 
location in 2014 after first successfully 
building their client base in Highland 
Park, Illinois.

“Many of our customers had homes 
in Illinois and Wisconsin, and we 
were frequently asked to work in 
both places,” Pastiu explains. “We 
had a home in Wisconsin already, 
so the thought of opening a second 
location made sense. Nick and I 
made the Fontana space into a store, 
Lake Home Living, displaying and 
showcasing our unique abilities to 
meet the customer’s style needs for 
homes around the lake, including new 
and restored quality furniture pieces, 
as well as many home accessories.”

Pastiu has a unique background. 
Having worked in an architectural firm 

for almost nine years after graduating 
from interior design school, she 
had the opportunity to experience 
all aspects of the building process: 
from architecture and design, to new 
construction, additions and remodels, 
kitchen and bath design, lighting, 
material selections and much more. 
Not to mention working side-by-side 
with Nick‘s Upholstery for many years 
to understand the craft of furniture-
making and textiles in so much more 
depth. This type of experience you 
can only get from working in the 
field. Thanks to this background 
interacting with so many aspects of 
the building process, 
Pastiu feels she has 
an edge over the 
competition, while 
also excelling at the 
traditional interior 
design tasks like 
selecting the proper 
furnishings for a 
space; choosing 
fabrics, window 
treatments and rugs; 
shopping for clients; 
and ultimately 
beautifying a space. 

Pastiu points out that respecting 
the architecture of a home can be 
particularly important in the Geneva 
Lake area, where many homes/
estates are older and have been 
passed down through generations 
of families. “It’s rewarding and 
gratifying to preserve and improve 
on something that has meaning and 
which a customer calls home,” she 
says. “Updating each home to today’s 
standard of living and comfort, all 
while preserving its style and history, 
is important.” 

Pastiu and her team tackle projects 
of all sizes, whether it’s repainting 
and redecorating a single room 
or  providing full-service interior 
design for a new home construction 
or remodel. Lidia Design works with 
clients so their homes ultimately 
reflect their individual styles, 
interests and experiences. Her goal 
is to bring warmth and continuity 
to a client’s home, and this is 
achieved by good design skills, 
good communication between all 
involved, listening and valuing the 
wishes of her clientele. 

“I want to understand my customers’ 
expectations, budget and the 
project,” she says. “It’s important that 
customers have complete trust in our 
abilities. Once I have a complete 
understanding of their vision, we 
create spaces that often go beyond 
their expectations.”  

Lidia Design / Lake Home Living
543 Valley View Dr., Fontana | 262-298-5800 | lidia-design.com
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Lake Home Living is a fabulous home furnishings 
store that combines the best of Nick’s Upholstery 
& Lidia Design. You’ll find a unique blend of gifts 

and home accessories selected by Lidia and a 
variety of the highest quality custom, restored 

and vintage furniture crafted by Nick. From 
casual to nautical and farmhouse to mid-century 

modern, Lake Home Living has it all. 

Home of the Famous Fontana C. Frog!
Shop Our Exclusive Souvenirs

543 Valley View Dr., Fontana-On-Geneva Lake, WI 53125 
lakehomelivingwi.com • (262) 394-5658
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Building custom homes that 
exceed client expectations and 
completing large-scale home 

remodeling projects in a similar 
fashion has quickly become what 
Balsitis Contracting is known for 
throughout southern Wisconsin and 
northern Illinois.

Upon the company’s founding in 
2017, president and CEO Joey 
Balsitis decided it would operate in 
a unique manner. “We offer high-
end construction services with total 
transparency — no hidden fees 
and completely open and clear 
communication,” Joey Balsitis says. 
“Our clients see all invoices, live 
schedules of the building process are 
available through our online portal, 
and pictures and videos of project 
progress are regularly provided. This 
enables our clients to know what will 
happen at each phase and step of 
the project.”

Headquartered in Lake Geneva with 
an office in downtown Milwaukee, 
Balsitis Contracting serves Wisconsin 
and Illinois residents from Madison 
to Chicago, and everywhere in 

between. The growing team of 
qualified experts — including an 
operations manager, selections 
coordinator, design coordinator 
and project manager — have 
accumulated more than 200 years 
of combined experience building 
custom homes and completing 
large-scale remodeling projects. 
Balsitis Contracting team members 
use a hands-on approach when 
designing and constructing a home 
or completing a renovation project. 

This group is complemented by 
two seven-person carpentry crews, 
who have long careers in the 
home construction and remodeling 
industry.

“For projects like a whole home 
renovation, addition or custom home 
design, it is imperative to work with 
a company in which you have the 
utmost confidence,” Balsitis says. 
“We’re dedicated to offering intense 
attention to detail, and providing the 
finest product within the established 
budget based on honesty, integrity 
and trust. Plus we’ll keep the project 
on schedule. From start to finish, 
we ensure questions are answered, 
misunderstandings avoided and the 
home you desire is realized.”

Working as a partner with its clients 
is essential to the success of Balsitis 
Contracting. “By listening intently to 
our clients’ ideas and understanding 
their needs and lifestyle, we are able 
to construct a home or complete a 
renovation that not only achieves, 
but surpasses, the objectives of the 
project,” Balsitis says. “When we 
finish building a home, an addition, 
or complete a renovation, we find 
that our clients see us as friends and 
trusted advisors as they begin a fresh 
chapter of their life in a new home or 
remodeled space.” 

Balsitis Contracting Inc.
901 Maxwell St., Ste. 1, Lake Geneva | 262-203-3952 | balsitiscontractinginc.com
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COME HOME TO QUALITYCOME HOME TO QUALITY
 • Custom & Lake Home Builders
 • Luxury Home Remodelers
 • Additions
 • Kitchens
 • Bathrooms
 • Property Management

901 Maxwell Street, Suite 1
Lake Geneva, WI 53147

262-203-3952 • BalsitisContracting.com
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Lake Geneva — one of the most 
scenic and naturally beautiful 
destinations enjoyed by those 

who find the need to occasionally 
be “the tourist” and briefly run away 
from home, or those who take up 
permanent residence lakeside. Not 
confusing given the main attraction 
— the incredible lake.

As winter temps fade and the bustle 
of spring activities begin again, it is 
also a time to “spring” into managing 
the exterior cleanup that cycles each 
year.
 
Maybe you haven’t heard of us 
before now, but House Shampoo 
has earned the community’s trust and 
reputation as the leader in roof and 
exterior cleaning and restoration in 
the Lake Geneva area and beyond. 
In part, this can be attributed to the 
expertise that we possess, having a 
comprehensive history as business 
owners in all areas of exterior building 
construction. Knowing exterior feature 
vulnerabilities and strengths is critically 
important to the course taken in how 
they are safely cleaned and restored. 
What makes us unique in this field is 

our ongoing investment in the latest 
technology, our processes, and our 
personally designed equipment, all 
required to flawlessly operate our 
proprietary solution-based cleaning 
system. This system enables us to work 
on complex, immense lake properties 
with expensive architectural features 
that simply require customized 
treatments. Our delivery system is 
foundational to our business and 
alleviates the risks for damage or sub-
par cleaning results that traditional 
power washing methods are known 
for. Power washing methods are only 
appropriate for rugged materials like 
stone, pavers and concrete. The results 
we achieve are 3 to 5 times better 

and last longer than power washing. 
But seeing is believing, so consider 
visiting our website to view our work: 
houseshampoo.com.

House Shampoo has acquired 
a diverse menagerie of clients. 
They range from neighborhood 
homeowners to many locally visible 
and renowned celebrities, business 
owners, builders, property managers 
and real estate brokers. Over the  
10 years we have worked in the area, 
we have cleaned hundreds of luxury 
lake homes, as well as some highly 
recognizable iconic properties. Each 
and every day that we go to work, 
we give thanks for the incredible 
privilege we experience having these 
opportunities available to us.

A recent project — worth mentioning 
due to its profound nature — was a 
historical cemetery where we were 
hired to clean and restore every 
gravestone. Many of the monuments 
were covered in excess algae and 
lichen growth and were unreadable. 
Long forgotten, we breathed new life 
into over 850 headstones dating back 
to the 1700s. More reason why we 
truly love what we’ve been called to 
do and why our motto is, “If it needs 
cleaning, House Shampoo has THE 
solution!”

We can’t help but feel immense 
gratitude for the many relationships 
we have made by simply cleaning 
exteriors and we look forward to 
continued growth by God’s grace. 

House Shampoo Inc.
Serving the Lake Geneva and NW Chicago Areas | 815-585-4745 | houseshampoo.com
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PROPRIETARY CLEANING SOLUTIONS
Delivering results 4-5X more effective 

than pressure washing!

“These guys are unbelievable! 
We got our roof, siding, decks and 
walks cleaned and all the work was 
spectacular! We’ve got a “new” house 
We highly recommend House Shampoo” 
G. Storandt - Lauderdale Lakes, WI

“House Shampoo is Awesome!! 
10 Star Review!! 
I cannot say enough positive things 
about Gary and his crew. Our home 
looks brand new, they washed every 
surface from the roof to the fl agstone 
pathways. Lovely to deal with, prompt 
and beyond professional!!! 
I would not hesitate to call them.” 
W. Abrams - Lake Geneva

LOW-PRESSURE - GENTLE

“I’m astounded! My Walks 
are absolutely beautiful! 

The pavers look like they were 
just installed. You’d never know 

they’ve been down for 20 years.” 
Dr. Zimmerman - Lake Geneva, WI 

“Way beyond what was promised ... 
House Shampoo is an exceptional company” 
Let me just say- Wow. I was totally fl oored at 
how my home looked after it was all done- 
down to every detail.”
M.Pucci - Southern WI

ROOFINGROOFING - CEDAR - ASPHALT - SLATE - CLAY TILE – COMPOSITE      SIDINGSIDING - VINYL - HARDY PLANK - DRYVIT - STUCCO - ALUMINUM                  
HARDSCAPESHARDSCAPES - PAVERS - SANDING - SEALING - BLUESTONE - LIMESTONE - BRICK - CONCRETE 

OTHEROTHER - DECKS - BALUSTERS - FENCING - DOCKS - FURNITURE - AWNINGS - MONUMENTS

“Amazing! It’s amazing how clean 
they can get an old house. We 
had moldy dark stonework and 
ugly cedar roofi ng, also full of 

mold. Today the house has been 
brightened right up.” 

C. Coleman - Williams Bay, WI

ALGAE, LICHEN, MOSS, MOLD, MILDEW IS A LIVE AND GROWING PROBLEM

(815) 585-4745  •  www.houseshampoo.com
SERVING THE GREATER NW CHICAGO, IL & LAKE GENEVA, WI AREAS

“We could not be happier! Our 
cedar roof, stonework and 

patios .. everything was 
cleaned to perfection. We’ve 
told at least a dozen people 

about their service. 
Can’t wait to do it again!”
Dr. Michael & Ruth Ramsey

“Amazing! walks cleaned and all the work was 
spectacular! We’ve got a “new” house 
We highly recommend House Shampoo” 
G. Storandt - Lauderdale Lakes, WI

I cannot say enough positive things 
about Gary and his crew. Our home 
looks brand new, they washed every 
surface from the roof to the fl agstone 
pathways. Lovely to deal with, prompt 

I would not hesitate to call them.” I would not hesitate to call them.” 

Algae & lichen 
infestation

The pavers look like they were 
just installed. You’d never know 

they’ve been down for 20 years.” 
Dr. Zimmerman - Lake Geneva, WI 

C. Coleman - Williams Bay, WI 

“We could not be happier! 

cleaned to perfection. We’ve 
told at least a dozen people 

Algae & lichen 

Restored

DRASTIC SAME DAY
RESULTS!

“IF IT NEEDS CLEANING, HOUSE SHAMPOO HAS THE SOLUTION!”
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Whether building a home 
on one of the area’s many 
lakes or in the surrounding 

communities, many people are 
drawn to the beauty, small-town feel, 
safety and security, and plentiful 
opportunities to enjoy outdoor 
activities in the Geneva Lake area. 

Jorndt Fahey, LLC, headquartered 
in Williams Bay, specializes in 
new-home construction and luxury 
remodels in Lake Geneva, Williams 
Bay, Delavan and the surrounding 
areas. The company was formed 
when Douglas and Bryan Jorndt 
of Jorndt Builders, LLC, combined 
their resources and talents in custom 
homebuilding with Dan Fahey, a 
seasoned professional and craftsman 
in the building industry. Today, the 
company focuses not only on new 
construction, but also on remodels and 
additions. 

“We find building and remodeling 
homes in Lake Geneva rewarding and 
gratifying because we are a part of 
beautifying the communities in which 
we live,” Fahey says. “We enjoy getting 
to know our customers personally and 

establishing relationships with them that 
go beyond the building process. We 
are honored to be a part of making 
peoples’ dreams for their homes a 
reality, and to be entrusted with that 
responsibility is something we don’t take 
lightly,” he adds. 

Fahey says the company prides 
itself on meeting project deadlines 
and staying up-to-date on current 
building trends that offer clients 
different insights into the remodeling/
construction of their home. “We will 
continue to communicate effectively 
throughout the construction process 
and execute our commitment 
throughout the end date of the 
project,” he says. “This has always 

been a strength for our company and 
something we will continue to deliver 
on, something that our customers 
appreciate.”

Fahey and his team are well aware 
that there is strong competition among 
homebuilders and contractors in 
the Lake Geneva area, but he says 
that how they treat their customers is 
what sets Jorndt-Fahey apart from 
competitors. “We understand and 
value a dollar, and understand that 
people are entrusting us with a huge 
responsibility … we feel honored 
and privileged to deliver results,” 
he explains. “We are committed to 
our customers and deliver a superior 
product from start to finish.”

To begin the process, Fahey suggests 
scheduling an initial consultation. It 
helps to have an idea of the scope 
and size, budget and deadline of 
your project, as this will help with the 
efficiency of the project goals and 
timing of the construction. Fahey also 
suggests selecting a builder prior to 
the design stage. “When we are on 
board early, not only does the client 
receive our input on design, but we 
help keep the design in budget,” 
he explains. “We take a detailed 
approach to the execution of our 
projects, and make those projects a 
unique experience for our customers.”

Fahey says a picture is worth 1,000 
words: for a photo gallery of some  
of the company’s home construction 
and remodeling projects, visit 
jorndtfahey.com and click “Projects.” 

Jorndt Fahey LLC
168 Elkhorn Rd., Williams Bay | 262-607-6121 | jorndtfahey.com
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DESIGN . BUILD . RENOVATE

Our Mission is to build a Quality Home and to maintain an open line of
communication with our client throughout the building process... from the 

initial design concept to its final and outstanding completion!

We focus on accountability, complete attention to detail and 
absolute client satisfaction.

262.607.6121 . jorndtfaheyllc.com
New Homes   ~   Renovations   ~   Additions

DESIGN . BUILD . RENOVATE

Our Mission is to build a Quality Home and to maintain an open line of 
communication with our client throughout the building process... from the 

initial design concept to it’s final and outstanding completion!

We focus on accountability, complete attention to detail and 
absolute client satisfaction.

262.607.6121 . jorndtfaheyllc.com
New Homes   ~   Renovations   ~   Additions
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Transport yourself to 1955: Marv 
Kahle opens a small store in 
Dubuque, Iowa, specializing 

in carpeting. Throughout the next 
few decades, the store grows and 
begins to sell additional materials, 
and by the 1990s, Marv’s son Jeff 
has moved to Wisconsin to take over 
the interior project management for a 
large project. The business continues 
to grow, and by the beginning of 
the early 2000s, it is clear that most 
design projects are moving toward the 
use of hardwood flooring.

Now working well into the 21st 
century, Jeff’s son Josh Kahle and 
business partner Kyle Jordan remain at 
the helm of Hardwoods of Wisconsin, 
but the business and the family has 
grown to include additional products, 
people, talents and areas of expertise. 
Josh’s wife, Jamie, helps with payroll, 
bookkeeping and secretarial duties, 
and their two young sons will soon be 
pushing brooms around and stacking 
wood. “The Hardwoods of Wisconsin 
Family (or, quite literally, families) 
bring many different strengths and 
experiences to the job in order to 
deliver some of the most interesting, 

reliable and beautifully hand-crafted 
and manufactured products on the 
market today,” Josh says. 

Kyle Jordan, who was made partner 
after a few years of being involved with 
the Hardwoods of Wisconsin family, 
runs the day-to-day operations and 
specializes in making furniture. “We 
are excited about adding custom-
made furniture to complement our 
custom-made flooring,” he explains.

Kyle and his aunt, Lisa, work closely 
together; Lisa has a visual arts 
background that she uses for designing 
furniture and signs. “Lisa’s eye for 
detail is perfect for some of the more 

complex jobs like creating and finishing 
handmade wooden vents,” Josh 
explains. “We also have a father-and-
son team with more than 10 years’ 
collective experience in the shop.”

While they offer pre-made and 
ready-to-ship products, the company 
also specializes in custom options 
for hardwood flooring. For many 
employees, helping clients choose the 
perfect products is a creative outlet, 
and there are very few limitations 
to what the team at Hardwoods of 
Wisconsin can do. “To keep up on the 
latest trends we continue to attend and 
exhibit in design shows and meet with 
industry leaders to collaborate on new 
projects,” says Jamie, Josh’s wife. “Josh 
recently got back from one of his many 
trips to Europe to meet with companies 
we work with and learn what’s 
trending there. We also have a great 
relationship with the Amish community 
in northern Wisconsin and the southern 
United States, who continue to be 
a reliable source of reclaimed barn 
wood and other traditional materials.”

In the end, Hardwoods of Wisconsin 
is dedicated to making their clients’ 
dreams into reality. “When we meet 
with potential clients, they can expect a 
non-pressure environment,” Jamie says. 
“We listen to their needs and consider 
durability, trends and maintenance 
when helping them choose their 
products. We want people to be 
worry-free, knowing that we have the 
knowledge, resources and experience 
to help them achieve their vision.” 

Hardwoods of Wisconsin
500 Nathan Ln., Elkhorn | 262-723-4515 | hardwoodsofwisconsin.com
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In record numbers, homeowners 
are creating outdoor rooms, and 
for good reason. Everyone needs 

a getaway – a private retreat for 
entertainment, rest and relaxation. 
Although decks and patios serve 
a purpose, outdoor rooms offer so 
much more and have evolved into 
carefully planned focal points that 
truly extend the living space of any 
home.

Just ask the experts at Stebnitz 
Builders, who are working with 
homeowners to transform and remodel 
existing three-season rooms or build 
new spaces that blend seamlessly 
into their home’s design and create a 
natural transition from indoor living to 
outdoor entertaining on patios, decks 
or in backyards.

Screened rooms have always been 
inviting spaces that have been 
coveted by many homeowners. The 
need for additional space for families 
to stretch out is not uncommon, and 
screened rooms fit the bill nicely. 
As such, the Stebnitz Builders team 
is renovating and adding screened 
spaces that are exceedingly flexible 

and can be designed to meet a 
variety of needs and goals.

In a recent project in Fontana, Stebnitz 
Builders converted a former patio 
space into the perfect screened room, 
a space to enjoy a cup of coffee while 
listening to the birds and watching 
for deer in the morning, or ending a 
busy day of boating on the lake in the 
evening. The Fontana project featured 
a beautiful fireplace as a focal point, 

as well as a dry bar and an attached 
paver patio with a built-in gas firepit.

Stebnitz strives to incorporate 
building materials that not only look 
great but are long-lasting and low 
maintenance. Composite decking 
materials, aluminum and glass railing, 
and natural and cultured stone 
materials are just a few examples of 
products that are easily integrated into 
any project.

For the Fontana project, the team 
at Stebnitz helped the homeowners 
choose the right materials for this 
project, including travertine stone 
on the fireplace, shiplap walls and 
ceiling with exposed beams, granite 
countertops, white painted cabinets, 
LVP flooring and Sunspace vinyl 
sliding windows. 

Using their 50 years of experience in 
the building and remodeling industry, 
Stebnitz Builders constructed a stunning 
screened room that creates the perfect 
transition between the home’s indoor 
and outdoor living spaces. As with all 
of the projects that Stebnitz completes, 
the new room showcases state-of-
the-art building materials and modern 
amenities to ensure the homeowners 
will enjoy hours in this peaceful, rustic 
sanctuary. 

Stebnitz Builders Inc.
204 Commerce Ct., #3, Elkhorn | 262-723-7232 | stebnitzbuilders.com
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Building the High Road.” This is how 
The Reesman Company, located 
in Burlington, describes the 

work they do to provide a full suite of 
outdoor development services to their 
customers. Reesman has built roads that 
you travel, water systems that you drink 
from, subdivisions where you may live, 
schools where your children learn and 
outdoor spaces where you relax. Their 
services cover a wide spectrum, from 
excavating, grading, installing utilities 
and developing sites, to residential 
and commercial landscape designs, 
aggregate production and sales, and 
environmental restoration services. 

Last year, Reesman also launched 
a new wood-build services division, 
which provides design and installation 
of custom wood features such as 
pergolas, gazebos, decks, pool and 
hot tub surrounds, three-season rooms, 
staircases, arbors and garden boxes. 
“For our landscape services team, our 
major goal is to involve the customer in 
the design building process,” landscape 
designer Dave Kmetz explains. “This 
helps with better communication during 
the construction process, and a finished 
project which exceeds all expectations.”

Environmentally friendly practices are 
extremely important to The Reesman 
Company as well. Many of the 
company’s projects work to restore 
natural areas, in order to prevent 
ecological loss. “Our environmental 
stewardship mentality is infused in all 
of our divisions,” Kmetz explains. “We 
continue to operate environmentally 
safe practices.” 

In an area like Lake Geneva, there 
are often challenges — including 
changing water levels, erosion and 
other geographical obstacles — but The 
Reesman Company feels that its crews 
are more than prepared to face these 
difficulties. In addition, they understand 
what a gem the Lake Geneva area 

really is to so many residents and 
tourists. “Lake Geneva understands that 
putting investments into the community 
and properties attracts new population 
growth,” Kmetz says. “We’ve witnessed 
so much growth over the past few 
decades, yet it still holds true to its small-
town feel.” 

In fact, a focus on giving back to the 
community is very important to the 
multi-generational company, which has 
helped to build baseball diamonds, 
Martin Square in Burlington and 
a local ice arena. “We take great 
satisfaction in being able to share our 
knowledge to help build, teach and 
maintain the communities in which 
we live and work,” Kmetz says. “We 
take great pride in knowing we are 
bettering our community and making 
an impact on the future generations 
who reside here.”

Whether Reesman’s crews are building 
water features, putting greens, outdoor 
retreat spaces with kitchens and fire 
pits, or large-scale projects like roads 
and water mains, Kmetz says that the 
most rewarding part of the experience 
is when a customer simply says, “This is 
amazing.”  

The customer is at the heart of 
everything they do. “Helping to make 
future memories for our customers is 
always a goal,” he says. “We have 
a customer-first focus and are always 
looking to improve, and continue to 
streamline our customer process for 
an efficient, smooth and enjoyable 
experience.” 

The Reesman Company
28815 Bushnell Rd., Burlington | 262-539-2124 | reesmans.com
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For more than a decade, Brick 
& Mortar has been a staple in 
the Lake Geneva community, 

providing decor, furniture ensembles 
or a special piece to complete the 
look of your home. With multiple 
locations, and more expansion likely 
to come, owners Thomas and Kathy 
George are focused on what they 
say matters most: the connections 
they and their staff make with 
customers.

At Brick & Mortar’s Maple Park 
location, “The House” (832 Geneva 
St.), visitors are guaranteed to be 
met by smiling faces who are eager 
to help customers find the perfect 
piece or to meet their total home-
design needs. The early 20th century 
brick home was fully renovated and 
opened as a store in 2009, and 
features everything from a selection 
of furniture — including sofas and 
beds — to trinkets and timeless 
classics, such as picture frames, 
candles and housewares. 

Following the success of this first 
location, the Georges opened Brick 
& Mortar Home and Outdoor (222 

Center St.) in 2013. This second 
location offers more space for 
furniture, in addition to offering 
accessories, wall art and other items. 
Staff at both locations work hard to 
meet the needs of customers through 
design consultations and individual 
requests. “Connection is at the core 
of every human interaction,” Kathy 
says. “We are fortunate to have a 
staff who continually strives to make 

our customers feel welcome and 
valued.”

The store was voted “Best Furniture 
Store of Lake Geneva” in 2022, 
and the Georges say this is as much 
a credit to their personnel as it is to 
their products. “The award was not 
only a nod to the business, but to the 
long-tenured staff you meet when 
you go there,” Kathy says. “There’s 
no push, no rush — just people doing 
the job they love to do and making 
the customer happy.”

The Georges say this talented staff 
is also helping achieve Brick & 
Mortar’s expansion plans. This year, 
the team is expanding “The House” 
to include “The Porch,” a café area, 
while continuing to offer the high-
quality goods and services both Brick 
& Mortar locations are known for.

“The brand and staff are one,” Kathy 
says. “Whether gifting for a friend, 
adding a lamp to a quiet space or 
doing a total makeover, the staff 
works to create the vision that puts 
the smile in your heart and the 
curve in your lips. We are always 
dreaming and looking forward to 
seeing your smiling face as you walk 
through our doors!” 

Brick & Mortar
832 Geneva St. & 222 Center St., Lake Geneva | 262-249-0179 | brickandmortarhome.com
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“Find a group of people who 
CHALLENGE and INSPIRE 
you, spend a lot of time with 
them, and it will CHANGE 
YOUR LIFE FOREVER.”

— Amy Poehler



832 Geneva St.  Lake Geneva, WI
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Choosing the right windows and 
doors can be a difficult task, 
but when you sit down with 

Jennifer Ackman at Lake Geneva 
Window & Door, this sometimes 
difficult task becomes an enjoyable 
journey.

“The excitement of working with a 
contractor or homeowner on their 
dream home is not lost on us at 
Lake Geneva Window & Door,” 
says Ackman. “Our significant 
investment and constant updating 
of our showroom allows us to have 
the homeowner or contractor see 
firsthand the latest Marvin products.” 

“Catalogs are great for ideas, but 
being able to open and close the 
window and door, and feel the 
quality of the hardware that you will 
live with can only be accomplished in 
our showroom,” she explains. 

Lake Geneva Window & Door is 
a division of Ackman Glass, which 
will celebrate its 46th anniversary 
this year. In July 1977, Dick and 
Katie Ackman relocated from Illinois 
to start Ackman Glass, and today 

a third generation is operating the 
business. Their three grandchildren: 
Rick, Jennifer and Peter Ackman 
would make their grandparents 
proud due to their dedication to 
running the family business as well as 
transforming it into the well-respected 
and diversified company it is today.

Lake Geneva Window & Door has 
partnered with the Marvin brand to 
supply its customers with the highest 

quality products available today. 
Marvin’s industry leading innovations 
and quality control, along with its 
timely service, make them the perfect 
partner for Lake Geneva Window & 
Door. 

“We’re only as good as our 
suppliers,” says Ackman, “but our 
relationship with Marvin takes all the 
guesswork out of it.”

Lake Geneva Window & Door 
also has the ability to replace your 
existing windows using the wide 
variety of Marvin brand windows.  

“Our in-house carpenters will take 
your replacement job from start to 
finish, including the measuring of 
your custom windows to factory pre-
finishing to match your existing trim,” 
says Ackman. 

Putting customers’ needs above all 
else is an integral part of the success 
of Lake Geneva Window & Door. 
It’s the driving force behind the 
company, according to Ackman. And 
as stewards of the family business 
that their grandparents started 
over 45 years ago, they know the 
company’s long-standing tradition 
of excellence is their mission to 
continue. 

Lake Geneva Window & Door
202 N. Elkhorn Rd., Williams Bay | 262-245-6023 | lakegenevawindowanddoor.com
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Window treatments have 
the ability to make or 
break a space — imagine 

a kitchen with no natural light able 
to get in, or a bedroom with no 
privacy. Many people don’t realize 
the importance of window treatments 
until they live without them! Budget 
Blinds of Walworth County realizes 
the functional role of window 
treatments, but also the importance 
of having something beautiful and 
suited to the unique style of each 
residential home, commercial 
property, rental property, pool 
house, barn or vacation space. 

Whether a customer is looking 
for blinds, draperies, shades, 
plantation shutters or something 
else entirely, the staff at Budget 
Blinds is dedicated to helping their 
clients find the best mix of beauty 
and functionality. Owner Tom Stepp 
opened Budget Blinds of Walworth 
County 24 years ago, and design 
consultant Bethany Babcock brings 
17 years of experience in the interior 
design industry. Together they are 
able to find the perfect solution for 
each room in a client’s space.

Babcock says understanding the 
purpose of a client’s desire for 
window treatments is incredibly 
important. “We want to know: Is 
it because of a sun issue?” she 
explains. “Is it to help with insulating 
or controlling the privacy? Is it for 
pure aesthetics? Truly understanding 
the ‘why’ helps me prepare for 
my visit to bring the most effective 
solution possible. I really enjoy when 
customers instill their confidence 
in my suggestions and selections. 
I love seeing the outcome of a 
project and hearing how pleased 
the homeowners are with their new 
window treatments.”

As the company continues to grow 
and look to the future, Stepp and 
Babcock are also cognizant of the 
changing trends, code requirements 
and technology advancements for 
construction and design projects. 
“Keeping up on motorization and 
home automation is very important 
and continues to be a trend in our 
industry,” Babcock explains. “For 
anyone thinking about building or 
remodeling, it’s helpful to talk with 
us first. We work with contractors 

and electricians in preparation for 
the proper motorization and home 
automation plans for their project. 
This is especially important if you 
have extremely high windows.” 

Changes in federal regulations are 
also something that the company 
watches closely. For example, a new 
federal safety standard eliminating 
the use of cords longer than 8 
inches will go into effect as early as 
May 2023, in an effort to prevent 
strangulation deaths of young 
children and pets in the home. 
“We’re taking the steps to update 
our clients as we learn more about 
the ruling and we’re recommending 
products that already are compliant 
with this ruling,” Babcock says. 

No matter what the project entails, 
Budget Blinds of Walworth County 
is ready, with a showroom staffed 
by the best internal support team in 
the business. “We offer a fantastic 
warranty, and all of our installers 
are full-time employees of Budget 
Blinds of Walworth County and 
experienced professionals,” 
Babcock says. 

Budget Blinds of Walworth County
1532 Fairway Ln., Elkhorn | 262-723-7020 | budgetblinds.com/walworth_county
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When it comes to new 
construction, some people 
love ultra-sleek, modern 

design, while others prefer a classic, 
traditional look. However, while 
everyone’s design choices may be 
different, there are a few things anyone 
who is building a new home wants 
from the final product: high-quality 
construction and craftsmanship, 
timeless beauty and long-term value, 
and that is exactly what Lowell Custom 
Homes (LCH) provides.

Founded in 1981 by Scott Lowell, LCH 
is perhaps best known for their work 
in the development and design of the 
homes within Geneva National, Lake 
Geneva’s coveted golf and residential 
community, and many lake homes in 
the Geneva Lake area. “The company 
is successful thanks to award-
winning designs and features that 
allow homeowners to enjoy outdoor 
lake living,” explains company vice 
president Kim LaCroix. 

LCH boasts a diverse portfolio of 
beautiful projects of all sizes and 
designs. Whether it’s a renovation or 
new construction, there’s one goal in 

mind: create extraordinary spaces that 
are thoughtful and built with pride. 
“Our team of professionals manage 
every detail of the building process 
with a high level of expertise, artistry 
and communication,” LaCroix says.

LCH strives to go beyond homeowner 
expectations throughout every step 
of the building process. They’ve 
developed a systematic approach to 
ensure that each exquisite detail of 
their luxury homes exceeds a family’s 
dreams. When new clients partner 
with LCH, the team asks all the right 
questions to fully understand their 
vision. “The process is designed to 
create an enjoyable and stress-free 
building experience before, during 

and after construction … the goal is to 
make it fun for everyone involved in 
the project!” LaCroix explains.

LCH has more than 40 years of 
experience, and a long history of 
creating some of the most beautiful 
and iconic residential properties in 
the Midwest. It is this expertise and 
personal service that keep bringing 
clients back time and again. For 
many customers, it is the company’s 
commitment to innovative design, 
superior materials and attention to 
detail that sets them apart from the 
competition.

“We have a tradition of quality 
workmanship and exceptional 
customer service,” Scott Lowell, 
company founder, says. Perhaps 
the biggest catalyst for growth 
happened in June 2022, when 
Corporate Contractors Inc. (CCI), a 
leading commercial and industrial 
general contracting firm, acquired 
Lowell Custom Homes as CCI’s elite 
residential construction services 
division. 

“Both CCI and LCH share similar 
values as they relate to our associates 
and clients,” Lowell explains. “We 
have found them to be resourceful, 
honest and exceptional collaborators, 
and this change has greatly benefited 
our company, our team and, most 
importantly, our loyal clients. Together 
with CCI, we are able to continue the 
Lowell Legacy and do even more to 
fulfill our client’s vision of the perfect 
home.” 

Lowell Custom Homes
401 Geneva National Ave. S., Lake Geneva | 262-245-9030 | lowellcustomhomes.com
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Returning to the area 
where she grew up, 

Studio M interior designer 
Carly Loobeek designed 

her own dream home 

BY LAUREN EVE
PHOTOS BY SHANNA WOLF

Like
No Place

Home

♦

Burlington native Carly 
Loobeek was working as 
an interior designer for  

Studio M at their flagship store in 
Minneapolis when she and her husband 
decided they wanted to move closer to 
family in Wisconsin. In making this 
decision, Loobeek assumed she would 
have to leave behind the company that 
helped establish her career. However, 
to her surprise, the owners had been 
hoping to expand their brand in the 
Midwest. “I was thrilled with the 
opportunity to become part-owner 
for a new location,” says Loobeek. 
She and her husband started planning 

Home

♦
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Loobeek with her husband, Leo, and their 
Goldendoodle, Libby (above). The centerpiece 
of the kitchen is an island made of red oak 
and topped with quartz. A tile backsplash in a 
herringbone pattern adds an elegant finish (right).



TIMELESS HOME FURNISHINGS, VINTAGE AND GIFTS
158 Fontana Blvd.  §  Fontana, WI  §  262-394-5088  §  www.Fontana-Home.com
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their move, and the search officially began for the studio’s 
second location in Wisconsin.

Loobeek had grown up spending her summers in Lake 
Geneva, and knew it would be the perfect community for 
the new Studio M location. “[In Minneapolis,] we work 
with clients who have lakeside homes. Lake Geneva and 
the surrounding area was the perfect fit for the innovative 
design that Studio M brings to the table,” she explains. 

As planning for the new location began, the Loobeeks 
decided to build a new home. They chose a beautiful 
property in a development in Elkhorn called Sugar Creek 
Preserve, nestled into a quiet community with beautiful 
nature trails. Best of all, it is only a 15-minute drive to 
downtown Lake Geneva. “After living several years in the 
busy suburbs [of the Twin Cities], we wanted more space,” 
says Loobeek. “We’ve done the fixer-upper, so this time we 
wanted to design every detail from the ground up.”

The Cape Cod-meets-farmhouse design of the 
home’s exterior uses a mix of LP Smartside 
board-and-batten and lap siding. The 
Loobeeks opted for bronze metal accents on 
the roof.  



5530 STATE RD. 50, DELAVAN, WI 53115 · 262.728.6200 · fourseasonsflooringinc.com

"WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED"

Serving the lakes area for 30 years. 
Professional designers on staff.

CARPET · VINYL · CERAMIC · NATURAL STONE · HARDWOOD
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With the help of renowned home-
builder John Sorenson and his team 
from U.S. Shelter Homes, the Loobeeks 
opted for a custom, ranch-style home 
and open floor plan concept. Thanks 
to a deep basement concrete pour, 
they gained 9-foot ceilings in their 
large, finished basement, giving their 
home a more spacious feeling without 
adding additional levels.

The Loobeeks chose a timeless, Cape 
Cod-style design for the exterior. 
They added a touch of farmhouse 
aesthetic by using a mix of LP 
Smartside board-and-batten and lap 
siding, in combination with bronze 
metal accents on the roof. The 
home is flooded with natural light 
thanks to large Pella windows and 
the orientation of the house on the 
property, which helped to create a 
cheerful atmosphere on the inside. 
They also added a large outdoor porch 
to the front of the house — perfect for 
long evening conversations or sipping 
lemonade on a hot summer day. “I 
wanted to have that cottage feel,” says 

Dura Supreme cabinetry 
in Classic White provides 
plenty of storage and 
a timeless feel in the 
kitchen. (left). Loobeek 
chose to locate the large 
farmhouse sink in front 
of a window to ensure 
plenty of sunshine while 
doing dishes (below).



Shannon Blay is a real estate licensee affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Keefe RE agents are now licensed with Compass.

Your Lakes Area ExpertYour Lakes Area Expert
Choosing the right real estate agent is 
pivotal to the home buying and selling 
process. Work with a local lakes area 
expert you can trust.

Shannon Blay
262.215.8120
shannon.blay@compass.com



104   AT THE LAKE

Loobeek. “But also have a little bit of the farm life 
influence that allows for a slower pace of living.”

Once they had designed the home’s exterior, 
Loobeek turned her focus to the interior. Studio 
M’s tagline — Inspiring Design. Transforming 
Spaces. — guided her as she set about designing 
her own dream home, and she found she wasn’t 
afraid to explore new ways to create a timeless yet 
modern look throughout their home. 

Loobeek started with the kitchen, a hub of activity 
and hospitality in any home. The Loobeeks’ kitchen 
features a centered island made of red oak and 
topped with durable quartz countertops, sourced 
by MSI Surfaces, which extend throughout the 
entire kitchen. Instead of placing the sink in the 
island, which is common in new homes, she chose 
to place the sink near the large kitchen window 
for the natural light and to free up more island 
space. Dura Supreme cabinetry in Classic White 
was placed strategically throughout the kitchen 
for easy organization. “The kitchen is where you 
should put your money,” advises Loobeek. “Always 

A neutral palette, combined with a classic 
wrought-iron bed and vintage ornithological 
prints, bring a classic vibe to the guest suite.

A Fresh Start

Add Greenery

Restyle Art

Swap in Lighter Fabrics
When it comes to bedding, 
accessories and window 

treatments, remove heavy 
or thick materials like wool 
and velvet, and store them 

for next winter. Replace 
them with lighter materials 

like cotton or linen.

Take the time to clear 
shelves and surfaces 
in each room. Then 

you can decide what 
should be added back 
in and what might be 
ready for retirement 

until next winter.

Studio M co-owner and interior designer Carly Loobeek 
offers a few spring tips for styling your home

Rearranging the art 
around your home can 
freshen up your space. 

Consider swapping 
in pieces with lighter 

colors for spring.

Fill empty spaces or 
curated shelves with 

green plants. You’ll be 
amazed at how fresh 
your space will look!

LookLook
Get The
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In the living room, walls painted in Sherwin-Williams 
Origami White and vertical tongue-and-groove paneling 
around the fireplace provide a soothing backdrop for 
layers of vibrant colors and textures (top photo). Loobeek 
chose a pattern from York Wallcovering’s Rifle Paper 
Company collection to add a pop of color to a hallway 
leading to the guest bedroom (left). To add warmth to the 
space, Loobeek chose textured pillows and a throw in 
earth tones (above).



CUSTOM WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

PLANTATION SHUTTERS
SHADES & BLINDS

MOTORIZATION
UPHOLSTERY

SCOT GRUNOW
262.903.9282

KIRSTEN LARSEN
262.203.1966

LAKEGENEVABLINDS.COM

Commercial • Athletic Fields 
Residential • Installation & Service

PO BOX 311 
DELAVAN, WI 53115 

Office • 262-728-6400 
Cell • 262-749-0722

sdldelavan@gmail.com

SPRING 2023   107

push for the things that really matter 
to you. It makes all the difference.” 

Next, Loobeek tackled the design 
of the living room. She opted to 
paint the walls in Sherwin-Williams 
Origami White, which she says serves 
as a perfect neutral backdrop, which 
allowed her to add layers of vibrant 
colors and textures in the furniture, 
flooring and window treatments. A 
custom rustic wood beam, sourced 
through Studio M, was added to 
the ceiling for texture, and Loobeek 
chose vertical tongue-and-groove 
wood paneling around the fireplace 
to emphasize the vaulted ceiling. The 
overall effect is a cozy cottage feel. 

For visual interest, Loobeek 
wallpapered the back hallway that 
leads to the primary bedroom, opting 
for York Wallcovering’s Rifle Paper 
Company Collection. She says that 
hallways offer a design opportunity 
that many people overlook. “It’s a 
great way to add color, depth and 
playful art to an otherwise unused 

Bookshelves in the living room display a collection of classic, blue-and-
white ginger jars. Loobeek uses the shelves as an opportunity to swap out 
items for seasonal display.
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Embracing a variety of lighting sources, 
Loobeek mixed table lamps, wall sconces 
and a modern chandelier in the dining room 
(above). Blue gingham-clad armchairs offer 
comfortable seating in the living room (above 
right). In the primary bathroom, black-and-
white checkerboard floors bring a touch of 
vintage glam, contrasting the curving lines of 
the modern soaking tub. To keep the effect 
bright and modern, Loobeek selected a white 
oak vanity. To add a touch of personality to 
the space, Loobeek added an equestrian-
themed plant stand she found during a 
thrifting expedition. She says that adding 
greenery to any space helps to freshen up 
a space. The house features Kohler fixtures 
throughout (right).
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space,” explains Loobeek. “I chose the 
hallway specifically because you can 
see it showcased through the kitchen.” 

Loobeek says she is no stranger to 
design challenges, but when it came to 
designing the perfect home for herself 
and her husband, she quickly learned 
it created an extra layer of challenge. 
“It’s always easier to tell others what 
to do than yourself,” she admits. “So I 
was very thankful I had my colleagues 
to consult when I was having trouble 
deciding what to do in our home.” 

Last December, Studio M Lake Geneva 
celebrated its one-year anniversary, 
and Loobeek has reflected on her 
journey moving home to open the 
new location. “People have been so 
welcoming since we have been here,” 
she says. “It’s been such a great 
experience!” 

The success of designing a home that 
she and her husband truly love has 
been a part of that experience, but 
Loobeek points out that as an interior 
designer, she is constantly dreaming 
up new design projects, and she 
considers her home a constant work in 
progress. “A designer’s home is never 
complete!” she says with a wink.  



Mary Ochoa Petersen

262.770.7367

Lake & Country Real Estate Specialist 
20 Years of Experience

mary.opetersen@compass.com
sellinglakefronts.com

Let me help you 
find your home on the 
lake or country estate.

$106M+ 
in Career Sales

Mary is known in the real estate space as 

one of the most creative, innovative, and 

well-connected agents in the industry 

today. She has the experience, wisdom, 

personality, and passion that makes 

magic happen to those she surrounds.

Mary Ochoa Petersen is a real estate licensee affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Keefe RE agents are now licensed with Compass.



SPRING 2023   111

Reaching for the Stars
When the University of Chicago decided to sell Yerkes 

Observatory in Williams Bay in the summer of 2018, the 
community education programs connected to the observatory 

were in jeopardy of ending as well. Instead of letting those programs 
fade, a group of dedicated astronomy experts who had worked at Yerkes 
founded a nonprofit organization to continue these educational outreach 
programs, and named it Geneva Lake Astrophysics and STEAM (GLAS).

Geneva Lake 
Astrophysics and 
STEAM continues a 
rich local history of 
astronomy education

BY JESSICA ELSE
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Headquartered today on the campus 
of Inspiration Ministries, GLAS 
provides educational experiences to 
local students in grades K through 12, 
as well as opportunities for college 
students to participate in research 
projects and community outreach 
programs, like the organization’s 
popular stargazing events.

“The goal was to continue these 
educational programs that had 
taken years to get going,” says Adam 
McCulloch, education and outreach 
manager at GLAS. “We cater to all 
grade levels, and we have our public 
programs.”

GLAS has the ability to bring its porta-
ble planetarium to K-12 classrooms in 
the area, teaching students about the 
basics of astronomy and astrophys-
ics, including important concepts like 
light pollution. In addition to these 
programs in the public schools, the 
nonprofit also leads presentations 
for homeschool groups and hosts  
afterschool programs for middle and 
high school students every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday.

“Through our afterschool programs, 
students can learn how to code, learn 
engineering skills, and do astronomy 
and data collection,” McCulloch 
says. “I’m working with one high 
school student right now with data 

collected last month from a telescope 
in Sonoma, California.”

That telescope is located at 
California’s Stone Edge Observatory, 
and students are able to access data 
from the telescope to build databases 
of astronomical activities and study 
light pollution. Technology has 
advanced enough that students can 
remotely work with the telescope 
from anywhere, McCulloch explains. 
“You can actually take exposures 
and collect astronomical data from 
your phone and that’s incredible,” 
McCulloch says. 

During the summer, GLAS offers a 
paid summer intern program open to 

“ ... it really doesn’t 
matter what age 

you are ...  you 
are going to be 
fascinated ... ”

— Adam McCulloch
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better living  education

Kate Meredith, president 
and director of education 
for GLAS Education

One of the goals of GLAS is to 
increase astronomy’s 
accessibility to 
include all 
students, 
even 
those with 
disabilities 
like blindness 
and visual 
impairment. Upon 
its founding in 2018, GLAS 
assumed the administration of a 
three-year, grant-funded project 
from the National Science 
Foundation called Innovators 
Developing Accessible Tools for 
Astronomy (IDATA), designed 
to engage blind and visually 
impaired high school students 
in the study of astronomy and 
the development of adaptive 
software to assist their 
experience. Partnering with 
the Wisconsin Center for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired in 
Janesville, the IDATA program 
aims to teach computational 
thinking, one of the building 
blocks of astronomy, and to 
represent data collected from 
telescopes in ways that are 
meaningful to students with 
disabilities, including through 
sound and three-dimensional 
charts.

ASTRONOMY 
FOR ALL

“In IDATA, students with and 
without visual impairments work 
together to design and refine 
tools to help everyone experience 
the wonder of the stars.”

— Excerpted from a GLAS 
informational video about IDATA

IDATA program brings astronomy 
education to blind and visually 

impaired students
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high school and college students, many 
of whom are already working with 
GLAS on projects throughout the year. 
“Because we only do paid internships, 
these students are basically able to 
have a part-time job while getting to 
learn and work on projects they are 
already interested in,” McCulloch says.

Many students who work with GLAS 
take part in the organization’s Dark 
Skies Initiative. The project collects 
data on local light pollution levels 
and uses this information to promote 
community education around the 
benefits of dark skies for wildlife, 
human health, boating safety and 
astronomy.

As part of the Dark Skies Initiative, 
students have partnered with the 
Lakeshore Environment and Night Sky 
Sensor (LENSS) program to design 
and construct a remote-operated 
sky quality meter that measures the 
amount of light pollution in the area. 
GLAS students can then deploy and 
use sensors to plot light pollution 
nightly, and can use that data to 
monitor how light pollution changes 
year over year. Using this data,  
GLAS promotes educational outreach 
efforts surrounding the importance of 
dark skies: setting up informational 
tables at area events, sharing their 
findings through community talks at 
local libraries and hosting community 
star parties. 

The star parties, which are open to the 
public, are often organized around 
astronomical events like the 2020 
conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn 
that was known as the Christmas 
Star. At these parties, GLAS provides 
telescopes for attendees to use, and 
invites experts to explain what people 
are seeing through these telescopes. 
Star parties can also involve trivia 
and small prizes. 

“One of the nice things about 
astronomy is that it really doesn’t 
matter what age you are, if you look 
through a telescope and see the 
rings of Saturn, you are going to be 
fascinated,” McCulloch says. “It’s a 
good way to work with the community 
and get people engaged.”  
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Dr. Malvina Weiss, DC, CCN, and  
owner of Farmacy Boutique in 

Walworth, is a big believer in building 
foundational wellness. “Health always 
starts from the inside out,” she 
explains. The former chiropractor 
and clinical nutritionist opened her 
Walworth shop after retiring from 
practice last year. Now she sells 
her own formulations of vitamins 
and herbal supplements designed 
to combat ailments like stress, 
dehydration and dull skin, in addition 
to a carefully curated selection of 
non-toxic cosmetics, body products, 
clothing and gifts.

She says she was inspired to develop 
her own physician-grade supplements 
to complement the many product  

lines she offers in order to ensure the 
vitamins she and her customers were 
putting into their bodies were free 
of toxins, sourced responsibly and 
clinically tested for efficacy. “I have 
four or five products I feel everyone 
should take to support wellness,” she 
explains. 

The arrival of spring can bring the 
promise of warmer weather and more 
social activity, but this can also increase 
allergens and illnesses. Studies show 
that certain supplements can boost 
your immune system, improve your 
energy and decrease inflammation in 
the body, among other positive health 
outcomes. Dr. Malvina capitalizes 
on these natural benefits in her 
supplement line. She also shares the 

following general suggestions for 
maximizing health and wellness this 
spring:

Heal dry skin by using products 
that contain calendula, an herb 
that helps protect skin by boosting 
antioxidants and minimizing fine lines 
and wrinkles. Aloe is also good for 
skin hydration and soothing, and can 
be taken orally and applied topically. 
Dr. Malvina also recommends taking 
probiotics, specifically the strains  
ST11 and La1, which hydrate the skin 
and scalp.

Boost your immune system with 
Aronia Berry, an anti-inflammatory, 
which is high in vitamin C and contains 
many antioxidants. Elderberries, 
whole plant foods and healthy fats 
also boost the immune system. And 
make sure you’re getting plenty of 
sleep and exercise.

Combat allergies with a supplement 
called Quercetin, an antioxidant 
battling free-radical damage, which 
also boosts the body’s natural allergen 
immune defense.

Create foundational health with a 
wellness routine including vitamins 
that everyone should take daily, 
including a potent multivitamin, 
probiotics, vitamin D, fish oil, 
magnesium and a COQ10 antioxidant 
supplement.  

Farmacy Boutique’s Dr. Malvina  
shares seasonal wellness tips 

BY JESSICA ELSE

better living  wellness

SPRING 
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STILL TRUE
BY MAGGIE GINSBERG

After 30 years of quiet 
living in Anthem, Wis., 
Lib Hanson’s peaceful 
existence is disrupted by 
the reappearance of the 
son she abandoned as an 

infant — the son her beloved husband 
knows nothing about. 

Join the Lake Geneva Public Library for 
special events featuring “Still True” in April: 
A book discussion at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 19 at The Bottle Shop and an author talk 
and book signing at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 26 at the Lake Geneva Public Library.

THE BOOK OF LAKE GENEVA 
BY PAUL B. JENKINS

Experience 20th century 
Lake Geneva through the 
eyes of an early inhabitant. 
Published in 1922, Jenkins’ 
chronicle discusses many 
interesting aspects of the 

town’s history, including the history of 
iconic lake estates. This is both a useful 
overview for those interested in the history 
of the area, and a fascinating historical 
document in its own right.

VINTAGE WISCONSIN 
GARDENS: A HISTORY OF 
HOME GARDENING 
BY LEE SOMERVILLE

Focusing on home 
gardening from the 1840s 
to 1930, this horticultural 
history highlights 
“vernacular” gardens 

created by Wisconsinites for personal 
enjoyment. Drawing from the publications 
of the Wisconsin State Horticultural 
Society, Somerville’s book is equal parts 
practical guidebook and pleasure reading.

Lake Geneva Public Library Community 
Engagement Librarian Ellen Ward-

Packard shares a few suggestions for 
compelling spring reads.

At The 
LIBRARY
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out & about

Bright-Blooming Fields
The words “Tulip Festival” may conjure up images of European 

charm (the Netherlands is famously the tulip capital of the world, 
of course), or possibly bring to mind well-known events in Holland, 

Michigan or the Pacific Northwest. But since 2021, one of the best ways 
to enjoy these beautiful spring flowers locally is by making a trip to the 
Richardson Adventure Farm in nearby Spring Grove, Illinois, which hosts its 
own popular tulip festival on a portion of its 540-acre working farm.

Tiptoe among 
the tulips at 
the Richardson 
Adventure Farm
BY NAT WEXLER
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Fun Diversions

The tulip fields at 
Richardson’s Tulip Farm 
in Spring Grove, Illinois 
currently contain around 
900,000 bulbs, with more 
added every year.



Flaming 
Flag
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The Richardson family first read 
about tulip festivals about five 
years ago in a farming magazine. 
After taking a research trip to the 
West Coast, the family decided 
that a tulip festival would be 
an excellent addition to their 
agritourism farm, which had been 
hosting a popular fall corn maze 
for nearly two decades. Planning 
began in the autumn of 2020, as 
the Richardsons planted the first 
300,000 tulip bulbs. Though the 
tulip festival only takes place during 
a few weekends in the spring due to 
the blooming schedule of the tulips, 
planning for the event requires 

nearly year-round logistics, from 
ordering the bulbs, plotting the 
planting designs, planting the bulbs, 
growing the tulips and prepping 
the farm for visitors during the 
festival itself. The Richardsons 
have continued to plant roughly 
300,000 bulbs each autumn, a total 
of 40 varieties of tulips in single 
and multi-color blocks, and since 
tulips are perennials, everything 
planted blooms again each spring. 
This means that this spring, there 
will be close to one million tulips 
blooming.

The Richardson Adventure Farm H
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•	 Plentiful, free parking.

•	 Grounds include a private lake 
with a walking trail.

•	 Picnic tables available. Bring 
your own food, or enjoy food 
trucks, and beer and wine for 
sale.

•	 Free games on site: giant 
checkers, Jenga, cornhole, etc.

•	 Live music on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons.

•	 Dogs on a leash welcome.

•	 Additional fee to bring a 
professional photographer.

•	 Tips for amateur 
photographers:

To find out when the Tulip 
Festival will open, follow 

Richardson Adventure Farm on 
Facebook and Instagram, or visit 
richardsonadventurefarm.com. 

Here are a few more details:

Prepare for  
Your Visit

1.	 Play with angles. Try 
laying on the ground 

and shooting toward 
the sky, or aim your 
camera directly 
above the tulips for a 

unique perspective.

2.	 Get closer. For great 
shots, tell your 
subjects to 
get as close 
to the tulips 
as they can, 
sitting directly 
behind or next to 
them if possible.

3.	 Color-coordinate 
your subjects and 

surroundings. If your 
subject is wearing 
pink, head for the 
corresponding 

section of the fields.



What we do how well we do it
New & Used Boat Sales
Pier & Lift Services  
Boat Club
Parts, Service & Storage

#1 Bennington Dealer in Wisconsin 
#1 Inboard Dealer in the Midwest
#1 Nautique Dealer in Wisconsin
5 Star Certified Dealer by MRAA

SERVING THE LOCAL BOATING COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Lake geneva
N2062 S Lakeshore Drive,  Lake Geneva, WI 53147   |   BoatHouseH2o.com    |   262-203-5293

SPRING 2023   121

Tulip Festival differs from others 
around the United States in that 
visitors are encouraged to “get up 
close and personal” with the tulips. 
“We really encourage visitors to 
sit down on the ground beside the 

tulips,” says George Richardson, a 
co-owner of Richardson Adventure 
Farm, explaining that the immersive 
element is an important part of 
the experience. Because of this 
philosophy, the Richardsons planted 
the tulip beds with intentional 
pathways between them, so everyone 
who visits can get close to the tulips 
without stepping directly into them. 
(This also has the benefit of making 
the tulip fields ADA accessible.) In 
addition to the tulips, visitors can 
enjoy the lakeside festival area, 
which includes food trucks, 
homemade snacks, wine 
tastings, music and 
more. Another bonus: 
There’s a gift shop 
and indoor restrooms 
available.

The Tulip Festival is 
one of several events 
visitors can experience 
at the Richardson Adventure 

Farm throughout the 
year. This June, the 

farm will host a Craft 
Beer Adventure Festival 

out & about  activities
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“We really 
encourage visitors 
to sit down on the 
ground beside the 

tulips.”

— George Richardson, 
on the immersive 

experience
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with more than 40 beers, wines 
and spirits available to sample. In 
the early autumn, the farm hosts a 
Sunflower Festival, and immediately 
following the Sunflower Festival is 
one of the farm’s signature events: 
the corn maze and adventure 
activities. Every year since 2001, 
the Richardson Adventure Farm has 
hosted a corn maze on the property. 
And this is not just any corn maze. 
The Richardsons’ version spans 28 
acres and is considered one of the 
“world’s largest corn mazes.” What 
truly separates the Richardson 
Adventure Farm corn maze from 
others in the area, in addition to its 
impressive acreage, is its incredible 
designs, different each year. Past 
themes have included tributes to 
Chicago-area sports teams, James 
Bond movies and The Beatles, to 
name just a few.

Between the day after Thanksgiving 
and roughly mid-December, the 
Richardson Adventure Farm 
operates a Christmas Tree Farm a 
few minutes away from the main 
location. The tree farm currently 
grows over 50,000 Christmas trees 
annually. And in addition to hosting 
festivals and supporting a working 
farm, the picturesque property 
also hosts private events such as 
weddings, reunions and corporate 
gatherings.

Incredibly, the farm has been in 
the Richardson family since it was 
homesteaded in 1836 by Robert 
Richardson, who moved to northern 
Illinois from England. Since its 
founding, the farm has doubled 
from it original size of 240 acres 
to 544 acres. Today, the Richardson 
Adventure Farm is owned and 
operated by members of the fifth and 
sixth generations of the Richardson 
family.

The dates of the Richardson Tulip 
Festival are weather dependent 
and subject to the spring’s growing 
season schedule. For up-to-date 
information about the 2023 event 
dates and ticket prices, visit the 
Richardson Adventure Farm website 
at richardsonadventurefarm.com.  



SPRING 2023   123

out & about  public sculpture

Life-Sized Art
Sculptures that beautify public spaces 

and tell the area’s story
BY ANNE MORRISSY

The Geneva Lake area 
boasts several works 
of public art, many of 
which are located in local 

parks or on municipal land for 
the enjoyment of residents and 
visitors alike. These sculptures 
often commemorate the area’s 
history or honor a specific person 
or group of people, offering the 
viewer a chance to pause, reflect 
and appreciate the artistry of 
the work as well as its meaning. 
Looking to plan a spring sculpture 
walk? We’ve rounded up a few of 
our favorites.

POPPIES, LAKE GENEVA
The American Legion Auxiliary in 

Lake Geneva 
commissioned 
metal sculptor 
John Larkin 
to create 
this statue of 
poppies in 
Library Park 
to honor the 
area’s veterans. 
Poppies have 

been a symbol associated with 
veterans since World War I, thanks 
to a popular poem, “In Flanders 
Fields,” written by Lt. Colonel John 
McCrae. In the poem, the poppies 
symbolize the blood shed in battle.

POTAWATOMI WOMAN, 
WILLIAMS BAY
The Williams Bay 
Women’s Club 
commissioned 
this statue of a 
native American 
woman for 
the village’s 
lakefront path. 
Artist Douglas 
Henderson 
created the 
tribute to one of the wives of local 
Potawatomi leader Chief Big Foot. 
Oral tradition indicates she died 
during an epidemic in Williams Bay 
in 1836, and was buried in a grave 
near the modern-day location of 
the Barrett Memorial Library.

“THE SURFER,” FONTANA
Jay Brost, local bronze sculptor 

and founder of Miniature Precision 
Components Inc., along with his 
wife, Barbara, a trained sculptor,  
and local artist Ben Thompson 
created this popular sculpture of 
a windsurfer. It resides near the 
entrance to the Fontana Beach and 
Municipal Pier.

“THE LAST GLANCE,” 
FONTANA
Another of the 
Brosts’ bronze 
sculptures, 
Chief Big Foot in 
Fontana’s Reid 
Park, honors 
and remembers 
the head of 
the last local 
Potawatomi 
Tribe in the 
area. The Potawatomi lived around 
the lake for more than 100 years, 
but in 1836, the U.S. government 
forced the tribe to move west. This 
statue depicts the native American 
chief’s final glimpse of the lake 
his tribe had called home for 
generations.  AL
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Many of the paintings on display 
match the quality of other works by 
these same artists which reside today 
in the collections of the Brooklyn 
Museum of Art, the Art Institute of 
Chicago and the Weisman Art Museum 
in Minneapolis, among others. In fact, 
according to Library Director Michelle 
Carter, this impressive art collection 
at the Aram Public Library rivals that 
of many small museums. It’s a “strong 
representation of the area’s history 
and its artists,” she says. 

All of the works in the library’s 
collection are donated pieces. Each 
year, the Blooming Prairie chapter of 
the Questers provides grant money 
toward the art’s restoration, allowing 
for paintings to be cleaned and 
restored by Milwaukee-based CPR Art. 
Currently, the number of paintings 
far exceeds the wall space available in 
the historic library building, but the 
Aram Public Library is sponsoring a 
capital campaign to raise funds for the 
construction of a new library space. 
Once that happens, Carter hopes to 
rotate the collection and host special 
displays, allowing visitors to view 
more of the art on a regular basis.

The current display offers a nice 
introduction to these influential artists. 
Some of the highlights include:

“Woman Shelling Corn” by John 
Vanderpoel. Born in the Netherlands 
in 1857, Vanderpoel immigrated to the 
United States at the age of 12 and studied 
at the Chicago Design Academy (later 
SAIC), eventually returning to Europe to 
study art in Paris for two years. In his early 
career, he became a decorated artist in his 
own right, but he achieved his greatest 
acclaim as an instructor at SAIC, a role he 
began in 1880. He was revered for his 1907 
textbook, “The Human Figure,” which 
became a standard art school textbook 
around the country. Vanderpoel began 
conducting classes in Delavan in the 
summer of 1892, and for the next 18 years, 
these classes helped to foster the artist’s 
colony in Delavan.

“Portrait of Mary Gordon Landon 
Pratt” by William Thorne. This large-
scale portrait of a prominent society 
woman painted in 1893 demonstrates the 
artist’s impressive portrait style. Thorne 
was born in Delavan, studying at SAIC 
and traveling to Europe for additional 
training before opening a studio around 

A Good 
Impression 

Delavan library’s impressive art 
collection tied to the town’s past 

as an artists’ colony 
BY NAT WEXLER AND ANNE MORRISSY

PHOTOS BY HOLLY LEITNER

For a period of around 20 years, between 1890 and 1910, Delavan served as a summer 
haven for artists, many of whom received their artistic training at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago (SAIC). 
Prominent artist and figure drawing instructor John Vanderpoel taught at SAIC from 1880 to 1910, and he also 
maintained a summer home in Delavan, where he hosted groups of students every July. In addition to this student-
artist colony, many local, Delavan-born artists trained at SAIC and in Europe, and went on to establish studios and 
give lessons in Delavan. These local artists created an impressive body of work — mostly portrait and landscapes 
executed in the popular Impressionist style — many of which remain today in the collection of the Aram Public 
Library, where several can be viewed during the library’s open hours free of charge.

Did you know? 

1

2

2

1
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1902 in Carnegie Hall in New York 
City. (He is rumored to have shared 
studio space with the famous portrait 
painter John Singer Sargent.) During 
this period, Thorne achieved his 
greatest success as a society portrait 
painter, receiving commissions from 
prominent families like the Goulds, 
Carnegies and Mellons, as well as the 
British aristocracy. Thorne eventually 
returned to Delavan. The library holds 
two of his paintings.

“Portrait of a Girl with a Red 
Scarf” by Adolph Shulz. Born in 
Delavan in 1869, Shulz studied art 
in Chicago and New York before 
returning to his hometown. In the 
early 1890s, Shulz met his first wife, 
Ada Walter, when she attended 
Vanderpoel’s Delavan workshop. 
Immediately following their wedding, 
the two traveled to Europe, where 
Adolph studied art at the Academie 
Julien in Paris. After the birth of their 
son, the Shulzes returned to Delavan, 
where Adolph maintained a studio. In 
1918, Adolph and Ada Shulz moved to 
Brown County, Indiana. While there, 
Shulz fell in love with an art student 
and single mother named Alberta 
Rehm, and asked Ada for a divorce. 
He was remarried to Rehm, and the 
two moved to Sarasota, Florida, where 
Shulz took a position with the Ringling 
Museum of Art. 

“Child and Red Pullet” by Ada 
Walter Shulz. Ada Walter was a student 
of John Vanderpoel’s at SAIC when she 
came to the Delavan workshop and met 
Adolph Schulz. The two were married 
in September 1894, and Ada studied at 
the Academie Vitte in Paris after that. 
She gave birth to their son Walter in 
1895 and resumed her painting career in 
1906, preferring to paint Impressionist 
portraits of children and mothers, often 
incorporating a bolder use of color than 
her male colleagues. In 1918, she moved 
with Shulz to Brown County, Indiana. 
Following their divorce, she returned 
to Delavan, where she remained until 
her death. 

Untitled landscape by Frank 
Phoenix. The artist with the deepest 
ties to Delavan is Frank Phoenix, 
grandson of one of Delavan’s founders. 
Phoenix ran a local wallpaper business 
before selling it and moving to Chicago 
to study painting at the Art Institute. 
He then continued his studies in Paris. 

Phoenix specialized in landscapes, 
particularly those depicting scenes in 
the evening. 

Untitled dune landscape by Frank 
Dudley. Born in Delavan in 1868 to 
deaf parents who met at Delavan’s 
Wisconsin School for the Deaf, Dudley 
studied art at SAIC and eventually took 
up landscape painting. In 1905, he was 
awarded the Art Institute’s prestigious 
Young Fortnightly Prize. In 1911, Dudley 
was introduced to the area that today 
makes up the Indiana Dunes National 
Park and opened a studio there. 
Dudley became known as the “Painter 
of the Dunes,” using the surrounding 
landscape as a frequent subject of his 
paintings, and was an early advocate for 
the area’s natural preservation.  

out & about  fine art
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events
at the lake

Over 40 local wedding vendors displaying their goods and services. Free admission. The Ridge Hotel, W4240 Highway 50,  
Lake Geneva; (262) 249-3800 or ridgelakegeneva.com.

MAR. 5 

APR. 28-30
Women’s Weekend Lake Geneva, 

sponsored by the Geneva Lake 
Women’s Association. A three- 

day retreat featuring workshops, 
wellness events and social 
networking opportunities, 
including the Kunes Boat 
Cruise with cocktails and 
music, and a kickoff party 
at the Riviera. Events are 

ticketed individually. For 
the full schedule of events 

or to purchase tickets, visit 
lakegenevawomensweekend.com.

MAY 7
Custom burger samples created by area chefs. Proceeds benefit 
the Badger High School Culinary ProStart Program. VIP 
Admission starts at 11:30 a.m., general admission 12:30 p.m. to  
3 p.m. Advanced tickets required. The Ridge Hotel, W4240  
Highway 50, Lake Geneva. Visit vancoevents.com for tickets.

GENEVA LAKES BRIDAL SHOWCASE

WOMEN’S WEEKEND 
LAKE GENEVA

BURGER THROWDOWN
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Geneva Lakes Burger Throwdown 
Come sample custom burgers created from over 10 local area restaurants.

Sunday, May 7th, 2023 
The Ridge, Lake Geneva, WI

General Admission from 12:30 - 3:00 pm
VIP Admission from 11:30 am - 3:00 pm

This Event Is Limited & Sells Out Every Year! 

Advanced Ticket Sales Online Only.
Search: Geneva Lakes Burger Throwdown 
Visit www.vancoevents.com 

Benefits the Badger High School Culinary ProStart Program
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MAR. 3-5
“STEEL MAGNOLIAS” 
The beloved story of Southern female 
friendship comes to the stage, performed by 
the Lakeland Players. Friday and Saturday at 
7:30 p.m., Sunday at 3 p.m. Sprague Theater, 
Elkhorn. For tickets, call (262) 441-3924 or 
visit lakeland-players.org.

MAR. 11-14 
NATIONAL PI (PIE) DAY CELEBRATION
Celebrate National PI Day with a 4-day pie 
sale. Exclusively in the market, get $3.14 
off any of 8 Pies Baked in a Paper Bag. The 
Elegant Farmer, Highways ES and J, 1545 
Main St., Mukwonago; (262) 363-2770 or 
elegantfarmer.com. 

MAR. 11
“DANCING QUEEN: AN ABBA SALUTE”
An ABBA experience. Music of the great  
pop band comes to life in a Las Vegas-
style show. Tickets are $30. Doors open 
at 7 p.m., show starts at 8 p.m. Lake Lawn 
Resort, 2400 E. Geneva St., Delavan.  
(262) 728-7950 or lakelawnresort.com.

MAR. 12
DELAVAN LIONS CLUB ST. PATRICK’S 
DAY DINNER
Corned beef and cabbage or chicken dinner to 
support the Delavan Lions Club. Tickets are 
$25. 11:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. The Geneva Ballroom 
at Lake Lawn Resort, 2400 E. Geneva St., 
Delavan. Call (262) 728-7950 for tickets.

MAR. 17
ST. PATRICK’S DAY FAMILY 
SCAVENGER HUNT
Family-friendly scavenger hunt will take 
you throughout the community and 
have you using an app to snap photos 
and videos as you complete each task. 
Complete all the challenges and win a 
prize. Tickets are $15 per family/team. 
4-5:30 p.m. Big Foot High School East 
Entrance, 401 Devils Ln., Walworth.  
(262) 275-2117 or bigfootrecreation.org

MAR. 18
HYPNOTIZED, A FLEETWOOD  
MAC TRIBUTE
The music of one of the greatest bands in 

history performed by a renowned tribute 
band. Tickets are $30. Doors open at  
7 p.m., show starts at 8 p.m. Lake Lawn 
Resort, 2400 E. Geneva St., Delavan.  
(262) 728-7950 or lakelawnresort.com.

MAR. 18
GEORGE MAURER GROUP JAZZ 
BAND PERFORMANCE
Straight-ahead jazz with trademark 
lighthearted flair. 7 p.m. Big Foot High 
School, 401 Devils Ln., Walworth. Tickets 
available at bigfootfinearts.org.

MAR. 23-25
THE BIG BALLOON BUILD
More than 75 artists from around the 
world will create a balloon installation 
around the theme “Inspired by the Great 
Outdoors.” The weekend’s events include a 
performance by comedian Kerri Pomarolli 
on Friday night, and a breakfast buffet with 
the Easter Bunny on Saturday and Sunday 
mornings. Open for general admission 
Saturday 2-8 p.m. and Sunday 2-5 p.m. 
GA tickets are $20 plus a donation of a 

out & about  calendar of events
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non-perishable food item. Jackson Family 
Activity Center, Covenant Harbor, 1724 W. 
Main St., Lake Geneva. For more info, visit 
wisconsinballoondecor.com/bigballoonbuild.

MAR. 23-26
GARYCON XV
Players and enthusiasts of the iconic game 
Dungeons & Dragons gather to honor 
the memory of game creator and Lake 
Geneva native Gary Gygax at this gaming 
convention. Grand Geneva Resort & Spa, 
7036 Grand Geneva Way, Lake Geneva. 
For tickets or more info, visit garycon.com.

APR. 1-2, 8
EAST TROY ELECTRIC RAILROAD 
BUNNY TRAIN
Ride aboard a historic train to the Elegant 
Farmer. During the ride, there will be 
coloring activities and a scavenger hunt 
out your window, and on the return trip, 
get your picture taken with the Easter 
Bunny. Advance reservations required. 
East Troy Depot, 2002 Church St.,  
East Troy; 262-642-3263 or easttroyrr.org.

APR. 1
DOGGIE EASTER EGG HUNT
Easter Egg hunt for dogs. Scour the 
grasslands with your  four-legged friend 
to find kibble-filled eggs. Participants 
must have proof of up-to-date rabies 
vaccination; a rabies tag is acceptable. 
All dogs must remain leashed during the 
egg hunt. Rain, snow or shine. $10/dog; 
proceeds benefit Lakeland Animal Shelter. 
10 a.m., Duck Pond, Fontana.  
(262) 275-2117 or bigfootrecreation.org.

APR. 8
EASTER EGG HUNT
Rain, snow or shine. Celebrate spring 
with a traditional egg hunt. Bring your 
own basket. Starts promptly at 10 a.m. 
Duck Pond, Fontana. (262) 275-2117 or 
bigfootrecreation.org.

APR. 8
EGG HUNT AND EASTER  
BUNNY VISIT
Community-wide Easter egg hunt 
sponsored by the Delavan Chamber of 
Commerce. 9:45 a.m., Phoenix Park, 
Delavan; (262) 728-5095 or delavanwi.org.

APR. 8
LAKE GENEVA JAYCEES ANNUAL 
EASTER EGG HUNT
Seminary Park, Lake Geneva. The egg 
hunt will begin promptly at 10:30 a.m. 
Age groups are 0-2, 3-4, 5-7 and 8-10. 
Event includes a raffle for baskets at 
the end of the hunt, plus a visit from 
the Easter Bunny. Visit facebook.com/
lakegenevajaycees. 

APR. 9
EASTER BRUNCH
Enjoy an elegant Easter buffet brunch at a 
newly renovated restaurant on Delavan Lake. 
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 1878 on the Lake, Lake 
Lawn Resort, 2400 E. Geneva St., Delavan. 
Call (262) 728-7950 for reservations.

APR. 15
CHICAGO MASS CHOIR 
PERFORMANCE
Performing songs from their 17 Billboard 
chart-topping gospel albums. 7 p.m., 
Big Foot High School, 401 Devils Ln., 
Walworth; bigfootfinearts.org.

APR. 15
MR. LAKE GENEVA PAGEANT
Watch local men compete to be crowned 
“Mr. Lake Geneva” while raising funds  
for local charities. Badger High School,  
220 E. South St., Lake Geneva. For tickets, 
visit facebook.com/lakesarealifeway.

APR. 22-30
LAKE GENEVA RESTAURANT WEEK
A variety of local restaurants feature special 
menus and entertainment. Throughout 
Lake Geneva; visitlakegeneva.com for  
more info.

MAY 10
ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
Welcoming golfers of all skill levels to 
play in an 18-hole scramble and enjoy 
networking with area business owners 
and community members. Includes lunch 
and 18 holes of golf, followed by a steak 
cook-out. Evergreen Golf Club, N6246 
U.S. Hwy. 12, Elkhorn; (262) 723-5788 or 
elkhornchamber.com.

MAY 12-14, 19-21
“MONTY PYTHON’S SPAMALOT”
The Lakeland Players perform the hilarious 
musical spoof. Fridays and Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m., Sundays at 3 p.m. Historic 
Sprague Theater, 15 W. Walworth St., 
Elkhorn. For tickets, call (262) 441-3924 or 
visit lakeland-players.org.

MAY 12-14
BACONFEST
Featuring live music and unique bacon 
creations made available for sale from 
local restaurants and chefs. Enjoy a wide 
variety of bacon-inspired dishes, treats 
and drinks. Tickets are $5 or $12 for a 

Easter Egg Hunt, 
Duck Pond, Fontana

Mr. Lake Geneva Pageant
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Women’s Weekend is brought to you by the Geneva Lake Women’s Association (GLWA). GLWA supports the 
critical needs of the community and people of Greater Walworth County through direct service projects and 
financial contributions. Proceeds from Women's Weekend go towards our philanthropic fund to help our 
community. GLWA.net

Women’s Weekend Lake Geneva
April 28-30, 2023

WOMEN’S 
WEEKEND

LakeGenevaWomensWeekend.com

“COME TOGETHER” WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
FOR A WEEKEND IN LAKE GENEVA!
Select from our offerings of workshops, wellness activities and 
social events planned just for you, including the Kunes boat cruise 
and a 60s-70s themed kick-off party at the Riviera! Sign up for wine 
and food classes, arts and crafts, yoga, pub crawl, brunch, and more.  
Hotel discounts are available.
You won’t want to miss this “Groovy” get together!
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Scan this QR code with your 
phone’s camera app to view 
more spring events in the 
Geneva Lake area.

While we do our best to ensure a 
comprehensive, accurate listing of  
events, we recommend that you  
contact each event host ahead of time. 
If you’d like to include an event in our 
upcoming calendar, please email  
anne@ntmediagroup.com or submit it  
via our website: atthelakemagazine.com/ 
submit-an-event. Submission deadline 
for the summer issue is Apr. 7.  

3-day pass if purchased before May 11;  
$10 per day at the door. Flat Iron Park,  
201 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva;  
baconfestwi.com.

MAY 11-13
ALICE IN DAIRYLAND COMPETITION
The 76th annual Alice in Dairyland 
competition will take place in Walworth 
County for the first time ever. It 
culminates with a banquet finale on 
Saturday night, where the newest Alice in 
Dairyland will be crowned. Location TBD. 
For more info, visit aliceindairyland.com.

MAY 14
“REMARKABLE WOMEN OF  
LAKE GENEVA” 
Celebrate the remarkable women of 
Geneva Lake with this presentation at 
Black Point Estate. The event includes a 
boat ride to the estate and a tour of Black 
Point with a focus on the remarkable 
women of the estate. A complimentary 
glass of wine will be served. Tickets are 
$50. Tours leave from the Riviera Dock, 

Lake Geneva. 12:30-4 p.m. Call  
(608) 264-4848 or visit  
wisconsinhistory.org.

MAY 20
SPRING FOOD TRUCK FESTIVAL
Featuring 20+ food trucks, plus games  
and live music. Veterans Park, Elkhorn; 
(262) 723-5788 or elkhornchamber.com.

MAY 21
ELKHORN ANTIQUE FLEA MARKET
Over 500 dealers both inside and outside. 
Free parking, $5 admission. Opens at 7 a.m., 
Walworth County Fairgrounds, 411 E. Court 
St., Elkhorn; walworthcountyfair.com. 

MAY 29
MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
Followed by a special service in Veterans 
Park. 10:30 a.m. Downtown Elkhorn;  
(262) 723-5788 or elkhornchamber.com.

MAY 29
MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
Downtown Williams Bay.

out & about  calendar of events



401 Sheridan Springs Road
Lake Geneva

www.StudioWinery.com
262-348-9100

401 Sheridan Springs Road
Lake Geneva

www.StudioWinery.com
262-348-9100

401 Sheridan Springs Road
Lake Geneva

www.StudioWinery.com
262-348-9100

401 Sheridan Springs Road
Lake Geneva

www.StudioWinery.com
262-348-9100

Also known as Geneva, Hollands, and Dutch Courage.  
The granddaddy of gin. The national drink of Holland.  
Think of a cross between a whiskey and gin. If you don't 
like gin's piney qualities, you may like Genever. Lighter in 
juniper, our Genever has flavors of coriander, rosemary, basil, 
fennel, and citrus, with delicate floral notes and a hint of pepper.  
And also unlike gin, Genever makes a wonderful Old Fashioned. 
Stop in and ask our crew for a Geneva Old Fashioned cocktail. 
Tell us you heard about it in At The Lake for 50% off.  Cheers!

Before there was Gin, 
                 there was 
                   Genever    
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food & drink

Beyond Taco Tuesday
There’s something special about indulging in authentic Mexican 

cuisine, and the Geneva Lake area is lucky to have many local, family-
owned restaurants to choose from. Whether you’re seeking a meal 

paired with a cause for celebration (Cinco de Mayo, perhaps?) or simply a 
weekly sit-down among friends and family, the area’s Mexican restaurants 
offer a wide range of delicious, homemade recipes using traditional 
ingredients, as well as an invitation to try something new and exciting. 

A local foodie tries out 
the area’s authentic 
Mexican restaurants

BY BRIAN THALHAMMER
PHOTOS BY HOLLY LEITNER

All about cuisine
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At Lake Geneva’s Taquería El Gallo 
De Oro, attention to detail is at the 
forefront of the family business. 
Opened in 2018 to fill a need for 
more Mexican-inspired food options 
near downtown Lake Geneva, the 
restaurant uses specialty ingredients 
and recipes built on a foundation of 
cooking influenced by styles found 
in Zacatecas, Mexico. Offering rare, 
succulent dishes like their birria 
(available in a quesataco, quesabirria, 
ramen birria or birria platter), 
Taquería El Gallo de Oro’s juicy fare 
transforms the dining experience 
as you dip the crunchy vessel into 
their homemade consomé — a rich 
and flavorful broth designed to 
complement every bite. One of their 
most unique dishes, the Enchiladas 
Mineras, is a red-sauce enchilada 
filled with queso fresco and onion 
on top of a lettuce leaf, with carrots, 
potatoes, cheese and sour cream. Pair 
it with beans (which are vegan and 
made fresh daily) for a dish to die for, 
like many of the options offered here.

Arandas Mexican Grill in Delavan 
is another family-run business, 
specializing in cuisine derived from 
Los Altos de Jalisco, Mexico. When 
the doors first opened in July 2020, 
Arandas had a goal of introducing the 
area to less common Jalisco dishes, 
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SPECIALIZING IN ITALIAN CLASSICS AND DELICIOUS STEAKS & SEAFOOD

TheTuscanTavernAndGrill.com

HOST YOUR SPECIAL OCCASION IN ONE OF OUR PRIVATE ROOMS • GLUTEN FREE MENU
WE ACCOMMODATE LARGE GROUPS
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many of which were named after popular Mexican 
destinations. Arandas succeeded, offering diners 
traditional fajitas, enchiladas and quesadillas 
— along with unique plates like their Burrito 
Bandera, San Lucas Platter, a spicy Camarones 
a la Diabla and the awe-inducing Pollo Kukulcan, 
a special grilled chicken dish accompanied with 
a signature sauce made in-house and usually 
only found in the owner’s hometown of Jalisco. 
For those looking for authentic Jalisco cuisine 
complemented by a variety of sauces straight 
from the family recipe book, this is your chance 
to sample a taste of Jalisco (and Arandas) family 
tradition.

Looking for vibrant seafood specialties and 
a wide menu of over 80 entrees? Delavan’s 
Hernandez El Sarape is a 65-year-old local 
dining legend, with a menu ready to satisfy 
every Mexican food craving. The area’s most 
successful and longest-running Mexican 
restaurant, Hernandez El Sarape is known for 
its colorfully decorated interior, mouthwatering 
food and tasty margarita selection. It offers some 
of the most freshly procured seafood dishes in 
the area, such as seafood enchiladas comprised 
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of warm and crispy tortillas filled with shrimp, crab, sauteed tomatoes and 
onions, and topped with green salsa and melted cheese. The restaurant goes 
out of its way to ensure they are using the highest quality ingredients. Owned 
by the Hernandez family and offering catering and food truck services for 
events, Hernandez El Sarape’s dedication to perfection never goes unnoticed. 
(Don’t miss its Camarones a la Fruta — sauteed shrimp with a peach-mango 
habanero sauce!)

Any restaurant can claim it’s the best in the genre, but only a handful have 
the honor of being named the best taquería and market by the locals. La 
Guanajuato, known as Delavan’s go-to restaurant and grocery market, is a 
one-stop-shop. As customers walk through the door, they’re invited to take 
advantage of an assortment of fresh fruits and vegetables, meats, spices and 
a full deli, along with a menu of freshly prepared foods like authentic tacos, 
tostadas, quesadillas, enchiladas and platillos — plated dinners served with 
sides of delicious rice and beans. Known for their fair prices and the authenticity 
brimming from every corner of the market, La Guanajuato is a Delavan staple 
that offers the option to eat in or take and make at home.



See ten well-known local business 
owners/active members within our 
community compete to be crowned 

Mr. Lake Geneva!

Competition includes: 
group dance, talent, beach wear, 
evening wear/interview question 

and fundraising for 
United Way of Walworth County.

Proceeds to Benefit  
United Way of Walworth County

Scan to learn more and 
to purchase tickets or visit 
eventbrite.com/e/2023-
mr-lake-geneva-pageant-

tickets-490214293147

Chuck’s lakeshore inn
Let The Season Begin

On The Lakefront In Fontana

Open at 11am every day * 352 Lake St., Fontana
2nd Floor Private Event Space For 25-50 Guests Available Seasonally 

262.275.3222 (bar) - 262.903.4432 (office/private events) 
www.chuckslakeshoreinn.com - fun@chuckslakeshoreinn.com
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“Tantalize Your Taste Buds” is one 
of the first claims listed on the 
website of Delavan’s Los Agaves, and 
the statement rings true. A family-
owned Mexican restaurant, Los 
Agaves offers breakfast, lunch and 
dinner — tasty combinations that 

keep diners coming back again and 
again. Whether you have the desire 
to start your day with ham and eggs 
or end it with a full steak platillos 
dinner, Los Agaves has the goods for 
every occasion. Some popular items 
include the Desayuno de la Casa 

(breakfast of the house) and a highly 
acclaimed Fajita California (steak, 
shrimp, chicken and chorizo fajitas 
paired with rice and beans), among 
other authentic dishes certain to 
please. Simplicity, care and a love for 
cooking great food mark Los Agaves 
as a fan favorite. 

What started as three brothers 
reminiscing about their mother’s 
beloved cooking eventually turned 
into the Elkhorn restaurant Los Tres 
Hermanos. For 15 years, this popular 
spot has been serving the family’s 
secret recipes, curated from a family 
cookbook. On the menu are tacos, 
chalupas and enchilada dinners, 
as well as a wide array of seafood 
platters — try the shrimp ceviche 
and seafood enchiladas — all made 
with the same love and patience their 
mother put into her cooking.  

Full service is the best service, and 
that is exactly what Lucke’s Cantina 

food & drink  cuisine
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has mastered. Located in Williams 
Bay, Lucke’s Cantina is great for 
diners seeking an extensive selection 
of cold beer on tap, fresh and vibrant 
margaritas and traditional cuisine 
hailing from the greater cultural 
melting pot of Latin America. With 
enticing amenities such as a “Build 
Your Own Bloody Mary Bar” on 
weekends to accommodate the 
restaurant’s weekend breakfast 
menu, multiple TVs for watching 
sports and an outside patio for 
warmer weather, Lucke’s Cantina 
is the ultimate gathering place. One 
of the restaurant’s most treasured 
entrees — the Enchilada Dinner — 
is hands-down the most popular 
item on the menu and continues 
to attract Mexican food lovers 
interested in tasting their famous 
house-made salsa roja and verde. 
For those wanting to switch things 
up or if you’re dining with picky 
eaters, Lucke’s Cantina has a full 
menu offering American specialties 
that include hot dogs, grilled cheese, 
wraps, burgers and much more. This 
place is on the border of never-ending 
meal possibilities.

With a proven track record of 
excellence in kitchens across 
southeastern Wisconsin for over 
35 years, the seasoned chefs at Bay 
Cooks restaurant in Williams Bay are 
anything but new to the food game. 
When the doors opened in February 
2022, Bay Cooks immediately won 
fans with its menu of both American 
food classics (including some 
recipes ported over from the now-
closed Scuttlebutts) and coastal 
Mexican cuisine. Whether you’re 
enticed by delectable Swedish 
pancakes or fan-favorite tacos and 
burritos, Bay Cooks has everyone 
covered. If you’re looking for 
somewhere to celebrate, Bay Cooks 
offers specials around several spring 
holidays: Mexican options for Cinco 
de Mayo, an Easter buffet and green 
pancakes on St. Patrick’s Day make 
for a dining experience you’ll want 
to revisit time and again. 

Editor’s note: Special thanks to Lake 
Geneva’s Taquería El Gallo de Oro for 
hosting the photo shoot for this piece.  
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 “Pink Dress in the Orchard”
BY MIXOLOGISTS AT THE APOTHECARY BAR

A seasonally inspired margarita recipe to make at home 

Spring is a great time for a specialty margarita, so we asked our friends 
at Maxwell Mansion’s Apothecary Bar to share one of their favorite 

margarita recipes. This hibiscus-themed version of the classic Mexican 
cocktail takes its color cues from the season’s bold blooms, bringing a 

delicious citrus flavor with just the right amount of sweetness.

Ingredients:
•	 2 oz. silver or Reposado tequila, 

infused with hibiscus, pink 
peppercorn and rose extract

•	 ¾ oz. fresh lime juice
•	 ½ oz. orange liqueur or  

Triple Sec
•	 ½ oz. simple syrup with orange 

extract
•	 Salt for the rim
•	 Candied hisbiscus or dried orange 

slices to garnish

Directions:
1.	 Combine the tequila, lime juice, 

orange liqueur and simple syrup in 
a cocktail shaker with ice. Shake 
until cold and frothy.

2.	 Line rim of the glass of your 
choice with salt.

3.	 Strain the liquid into the glass to 
remove large ice chunks.

4.	 Garnish with candied hibiscus or 
dried orange slices. Serve and 
enjoy!  
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The Geneva Lake area is known 
throughout the Midwest for its 
hotels and resorts, and Delavan’s 
award-winning Lake Lawn Resort has 
the distinction of being the area’s 
most historic. When Lake Lawn 
management decided to renovate and 
refurbish the popular lakefront fine-
dining restaurant (formerly known as 
the Frontier Dining Room), they chose 
a new name that honors the resort’s  
storied history with a reference 
to the year of Lake Lawn’s 
founding: 1878 on the Lake.

The new signature dining 
destination is the result 
of a multimillion-dollar 
renovation that began 
in 2022, which included 
the restoration of the dining 

room’s wooden beams and 
columns, as well as the 
original wood floors. 
Part of the resort’s goal 
with the renovation was 
to “bring the outdoors 
in while celebrating 
the original space.” This 
included reorganizing the 
layout of the dining room to 
make it more open and spacious, and 

modernizing the interior decor 
with a palette of blues, grays 

and creams to reflect 
the room’s spectacular 
views of Delavan Lake. 
The renovation also 
included new carpet, 
furniture, lighting and 

artwork, as well as a new 
sound system.

In addition to these updates, the 
dining room’s adjacent spaces 
have also been refreshed, including 
the 1878 Lounge, which features a 
rebuilt, art-deco bar with five built-

in kinetic sand art tables by 
Sisyphus, along with a 

newly rebuilt fireplace. 
The Fireside Lounge, 
a historic gathering 
area for generations 
of families, has also 

been updated with new 
flooring, furniture, decor 

and lighting. Completing the 
renovation, the Delavan Room has 
also been updated, providing diners 
with lake views and a room suited 
for small parties and events.

These spaces have a fascinating 
history. The current dining room 
and its adjacent lounges date back to 
1942, when three partners — Harold 
Zilisch, J. Reader and Russ Babcock 
— purchased the property from 

Lake Lawn Resort’s fine dining restaurant reopens with a 
new name, a new look and a new menu
BY ANNE MORRISSY

food & drink  restaurants

Savoring Its Legacy 
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Inspired by the Great Outdoors

You’re invited to be part of one of the most unique 
immersive experiences ever created. Sara Meyer, 
owner of Wisconsin Balloon Décor, is hosting The 
Big Balloon Build on the beautiful Covenant Harbor 
campus. This one-of-a-kind, sure-to-sell-out event will 
be happening in the U.S for just the third time ever.

MARCH 24 – 26, 2023
Covenant Harbor, Lake Geneva

FRIDAY – MARCH 24TH
• School Visits
• In-Tents Laughter with award-winning 

comedian Kerri Pomarolli; 7pm

SATURDAY/SUNDAY – MARCH 25TH & 26TH
• The Ultimate Balloon Experience (8am – 1pm) Includes 

buffet breakfast and visit with the Easter Bunny
• General Admission (Sat: 2 - 8pm; Sun: 2 - 5pm)

Scan the QR code 
to purchase tickets 

and read about 
event details!

HOST VENUE SPONSOR SIGNATURE SPONSORCHARITY

PA R T N E R S

At The Lake magazine Advertising Sales Manager Deann Hausner can help you grow your 
business through a variety of print and digital marketing opportunities. Reach out to learn more!

atthelakemagazine.com | deann@ntmediagroup.com | 262.903.9000 (cell)

ADVERTISING 
THAT 

WORKS!
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Delavan’s Borg Warner Corporation 
and added structures to the property 
to accommodate the increasing 
guest demand. Reader managed the 
dining room, and his wife, Ruby, 
played the organ for diners every 
night during dinner. In 1943, they 
hired a highly trained pastry chef 
named Henry Tsuru, a Japanese-
American who, with his family, had 
been forcibly removed from their 
home on the West Coast and forced 
to live in an internment camp in 
Idaho due to wartime prejudices. 
The owners of Lake Lawn sponsored 
his employment and relocation, 
establishing a tradition of cross-
cultural friendship.

Today, 1878 on the Lake Executive 
Chef John Billings brings a life-
time of experience 
to his role. On 
three separate 
occasions, Bill-
ings has cooked 
at the James 
Beard House, head-
quarters of the elite 
James Beard Foundation, which 
bestows the industry’s most re-
spected awards for fine dining upon  
restaurants and chefs around the 
country. His menu for 1878 on the 
Lake features a consistently rotating  
selection, with a focus on delivering 
unique and elevated twists to culi-
nary classics. 

Following the extensive renovation, 
1878 on the Lake is ready for its next 
chapter as a fine dining destination. 
“We spent a great deal of attention 
to every design element during this 
process to ensure an experience 
that will simultaneously bring out 
the best of our amazing location 
on the lakefront, as well as shine a 
spotlight on the creativity and skill 
of our Executive Chef John Billings,” 
says Dave Sekeres, general manager 
of Lake Lawn Resort. “We kept 
our guests and the Geneva Lakes 
community top-of-mind during each 
step of the planning process with 
a focus on creating a premier local 
dining spot that would be perfect for 
a special night out or a destination 
for family and friends.”  
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Stillwater Coffee 
Company, Elkhorn

H
O

LL
Y 

LE
IT

N
ER

Information is subject to 
change. Please contact 
individual restaurants 
for hours of operation. 
Inclusion in this directory 
should not be considered an 
endorsement by At The Lake. 
Visit atthelakemagazine.com to 
view the full directory online.

Scan this QR code 
with your phone’s 
camera app to see 
our full list of Geneva 
Lake-area dining 
options.

$ Affordable  |  $$ Mid-Priced  |  $$$ Fine Dining  |  $$$$ Luxurykey

LAKE GENEVA  
ANTHONY’S STEAK AND  
SEAFOOD HOUSE
STEAKHOUSE/SUPPER CLUB   
$$$
W3354 State Hwy. 50,  
Lake Geneva; 262-248-1818
anthonyssteakhouselg.com

AVANT CYCLE CAFÉ
COFFEE HOUSE  $
234 Broad St., Lake Geneva;  
262-203-5141 
avantcyclecafe.com

THE BAKER HOUSE
AMERICAN  $$-$$$  
327 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-4700
bakerhouse1885.com/restaurant

BARRIQUE BISTRO  
& WINE BAR
SPECIALTY  $-$$ 
835 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-1948
barriquewinebar.com

THE BOAT HOUSE 
BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $$ 
2062 S. Lake Shore Dr.,  
Lake Geneva; 262-812-4126
theboathouselakegeneva.com

THE BOTTLE SHOP
WINE BAR   $
617 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;  
262-348-9463
thebottleshoplakegeneva.com

CHAMPS SPORTS  
BAR AND GRILL
CASUAL  $
747 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-6008
champslakegeneva.com

COLD STONE CREAMERY
ICE CREAM  $ 
859 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-4900
coldstonecreamery.com

CONSTANT CRAVINGS
CONFECTIONS  $
152 Broad St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-8450
constantcravings.net

DRAGON CITY
ASIAN  $
98 E. Geneva Square, Lake Geneva; 
262-249-8867 

EGG HARBOR CAFÉ 
AMERICAN  $
827 Main St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-1207
eggharborcafe.com

FLAT IRON TAP
CASUAL  $-$$
150 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-4064
flatirontaplg.com

FOLEY’S BAR & GRILL
IRISH  $-$$ 
W3905 State Hwy. 50 (at Hwy. 50 
and Chapin Rd.), Lake Geneva;  
262-245-6966

GENEVA CHOPHOUSE
STEAKHOUSE  $$$  
Grand Geneva Resort, Lake Geneva; 
262-249-4788
grandgeneva.com/restaurants/
geneva-chophouse

GINO’S EAST
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
300 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-2525
ginoseast.com/lake-geneva

THE GRAND CAFÉ
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $-$$  
Grand Geneva Resort, Lake Geneva; 
262-249-4788
grandgeneva.com/restaurants/
grand-cafe
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GRANDMA VICKIE’S CAFÉ
DINER  $
522 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-249-0301

THE GRANDVIEW RESTAURANT
AMERICAN  $$-$$$
N2009 S. Lake Shore Dr.,  
Lake Geneva; 262-248-5690
thegrandviewrestaurant.com

GUAC STAR 
MEXICAN  $
120 Broad St.., Lake Geneva; 
262-203-5084

HEART & SÓL CAFÉ
CASUAL  $-$$
264 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-4035
heartsolcafe.business.site

HOGS & KISSES
CASUAL  $
149 Broad St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-7447
hogsandkisses.com

THE HUNT CLUB STEAKHOUSE 
AT GENEVA NATIONAL
STEAKHOUSE  $$$ 
555 Hunt Club Ct., Lake Geneva; 
262-245-7200
huntclubsteakhouse.com

INSPIRED COFFEE
COFFEE HOUSE  $
883 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;  
262-683-8604
inspiredcoffee.org

JACKSON’S HOLE
CASUAL  $
1798 Genesee St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-1995

JONI’S DINER
DINER  $
111 Wells St., Lake Geneva; 
262-348-9565
jonisdiner.com

KILWINS CHOCOLATE AND 
ICE CREAM SHOP
ICE CREAM/CONFECTIONS  $
772 W. Main St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-4400
kilwins.com/lakegeneva

LAKE-AIRE RESTAURANT
DINER  $
804 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-9913
lakeairelg.com

LAKE CITY SOCIAL
CASUAL  $$
111 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-7047
lakecitysocialwi.com/lake-geneva

LAKE GENEVA PIE COMPANY
BAKERY/CAFE  $-$$
150 E. Geneva Square, Lake Geneva; 
262-248-5100
lgpie.com

LINKS BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $-$$
Grand Geneva, Lake Geneva;  
262-249-4788
grandgeneva.com/restaurants/links-
bar-grill 

LORELEI BITTNER’S BAKERY
BAKERY  $ 
495 Interchange N. (Hwy. 120), 
Lake Geneva; 262-248-2330
loreleibittnersbakery.com  

LUIS’S PIZZA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
W3410 S. Lake Shore Dr.,  
Lake Geneva; 262-248-6810
luisspizza.com

MAGPIE’S DEN & PEN
CASUAL  $$
642 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;
262-249-2302
magpieslg.com

MAMA CIMINO’S
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
131 N. Wells St., Lake Geneva;  
262-348-9077
ciminoslakegeneva.com

NEXT DOOR PUB & PIZZERIA
AMERICAN/CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
411 Interchange North (Hwy. 120), 
Lake Geneva; 262-248-9551
nextdoorpub.com

NICHE
COFFEESHOP/WINE BAR  $-$$
715 Hunt Club Dr., Unit C,  
Lake Geneva; 262-581-6800
nichelg.com

OAKFIRE RESTAURANT  
& PIZZERIA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$ 
831 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva;  
262-812-8007
oakfire.pizza

OLYMPIC RESTAURANT
DINER  $
748 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-6541
olympicrestaurantlakegeneva.com

POPEYE’S
CASUAL  $-$$$
811 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-4381
popeyeslkg.com

POPPY CAKES
BAKERY  $-$$ 
526 S. Wells St., Lake Geneva; 
262-729-4023
poppycakeslg.com

RISTORANTÉ BRISSAGO
ITALIAN  $$-$$$
Grand Geneva Resort and Spa,  
Lake Geneva; 262-249-4788
grandgeneva.com/restaurants/
ristorante-brissago

SABAI, SABAI
ASIAN  $$
306 Center St., Lake Geneva;  
262-812-4114 
sabaisabailakegeneva.com

SIMPLE CAFÉ
AMERICAN/BAKERY  $-$$
525 Broad St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-3556
simplelakegeneva.com

SMOKEY’S BAR-B-QUE HOUSE 
BARBECUE  $-$$
Timber Ridge Lodge at  
Grand Geneva, State Hwy. 50,  
Lake Geneva; 262-249-3400
timberridgelodge.com/eat/smokeys

SOPRA: AN AMERICAN BISTRO
AMERICAN/FRENCH   
$$-$$$
724 Main St., Lake Geneva; 262-249-0800
soprabistro.com

SPEEDO’S HARBORSIDE CAFÉ
CASUAL  $ 
100 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-3835
speedosharborside.com 

SU-WING’S CHINESE  
RESTAURANT
ASIAN  $-$$
743 North St., Lake Geneva; 262-248-1178
suwinglg.com

TAIL FEATHERS
CASUAL  $-$$ 
Hawk’s View Golf Club, W7377 Krueger 
Rd., Lake Geneva; 262-348-9900
hawksviewgolfclub.com/clubhouse/
tail-feathers-bar-and-grill

TAQUERÍA EL GALLO DEL ORO
MEXICAN  $
820 Williams St., Lake Geneva;  
262-729-4055
taquerialg.com

TOPSY TURVY BREWERY
BREWERY  $
727 Geneva St., Lake Geneva;  
262-812-8323
topsyturvybrewery.com

TURF. SMOKEHOUSE
BARBECUE  $$ 
Geneva National, Lake Geneva;  
262-245-7042
genevanationalresort.com/turf

TUSCAN TAVERN AND GRILL
AMERICAN/ITALIAN  $-$$
430 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-0888
tuscanlg.com

YOGEEZE FROZEN YOGURT
FROZEN YOGURT  $ 
253 Center St., #300,  
Lake Geneva; 262-203-5550
yogeeze.com

ZAAB CORNER BISTRO
STEAK/SEAFOOD/BBQ $$-$$$
501 Broad St., Lake Geneva;
262-203-5434
zaabcorner.com

DARIEN
COUNTRYSIDE
CASUAL  $
W9695 U.S. Hwy. 14, Darien;  
262-882-3224

LEON’S SPORTS BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $-$$
10 N. Walworth St., Darien; 
262-724-7215

WEST WIND DINER
DINER  $
620 N. Walworth St., Darien; 
262-882-5515

DELAVAN
1878 ON THE LAKE
AMERICAN  $$-$$$
Lake Lawn Resort, 2400 E. Geneva 
St. (State Hwy. 50), Delavan;  
262-728-7950
lakelawnresort.com/dining/lookout-
bar-eatery

ARANDAS MEXICAN GRILL
MEXICAN  $
322 S. 7th St., Delavan; 262-725-6518 
arandas-mexican-grill.business.site

ARCADIA BAR AND GRILL
CASUAL  $
215 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan;  
262-267-8973
arcadiabarandgrill.com

BOXED & BURLAP
COFFEE HOUSE  $
2935 State Hwy. 67 (intersection of 
highways 50 and 67), Delavan;  
262-374-5497
boxedandburlap.com

CHINA GARDEN
ASIAN  $
136 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan;  
262-749-3111
chinagardendelavan.com 

CLOCK TOWER PIZZA/
FRANK’S
CASUAL/ITALIAN   $
5576 State Road 50, Delavan;  
262-203-5092
clocktowerpizza.com

DELAVAN FAMILY RESTAURANT
CASUAL  $
505 S. 7th St., Delavan; 262-728-1715 

THE DUCK INN
SUPPER CLUB  $$-$$$
N6214 State Hwy. 89 (intersection 
of County Rd. A and State Hwy. 89), 
Delavan; 608-883-6988
duckinndelavan.com

ELIZABETH’S CAFE
DINER  $
322 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan;  
262-728-3383

THE END ZONE BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $
4112 Blue Gill Rd., Delavan; 
262-728-2420  

FIRE2FORK
AMERICAN  $$-$$$
2484 S. County Rd. O, Delavan;  
262-725-7388
fire2fork.com



150 CENTER ST.
LAKE GENEVA, WI 53147

262.812.4064

flatirontaplg.com
flatirontap@gmail.com

Local Farm to Table
Live Music Thursday Nights

Late Night Menu on Friday & Saturday
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HERNANDEZ EL SARAPE
MEXICAN  $
212 S. 7th St., Delavan; 262-728-6443
hernandez-restaurant.com

INN BETWEEN
CASUAL  $
1522 Beckman Dr., Delavan; 
262-728-9824

ISLE OF CAPRI CAFÉ
COFFEE HOUSE  $
Lake Lawn Resort, Delavan; 
262-728-7950
lakelawnresort.com/dining/isle-of-
capri-cafe

JO JO’S PIZZA & PASTA
CASUAL  $-$$
308 State Hwy. 50, Delavan; 
262-728-5656
jojospizzadelavan.net 

JONATHAN’S ON  
BRICK STREET
AMERICAN  $$-$$$
116 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan;  
262-725-7715
jonathansonbrickstreet.com

LA GUANAJUATO  
MEXICAN RESTAURANT
MEXICAN  $
233 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan; 
262-728-8615 

LOOKOUT BAR & EATERY
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $
Lake Lawn Resort, 2400 E. Geneva St. 
(State Hwy. 50), Delavan; 262-728-7950
lakelawnresort.com/dining/lookout-
bar-eatery

LOS AGAVES RESTAURANT
MEXICAN  $
401 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan; 
262-728-4039
losagavesmexicanfood.com 

OL’ WISCO BAR AND GRILL
CASUAL  $
328 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan; 
262-725-6000

OPUS AT THE BELFRY HOUSE
FRENCH  $$$$ 
3601 State Hwy. 67, Delavan;  
262-394-3939
dineopus.com

PAPA’S BBQ PIT STOP
BARBECUE  $-$$
502 Borg Rd., Delavan;  
262-725-2389
papasbbqpitstop.com

RIGA-TONY’S
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $ 
5576 State Hwy. 50, Delavan;  
262-740-2540
rigatonysdelavan.com

SUNMIST CAFÉ
CASUAL  $
319 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan; 
262-740-9050
sunmistcafe.com

SWEET AROMA RISTORANTÉ
ITALIAN  $$-$$$
W7404 County Rd. X, Delavan; 
262-728-6878
sweetaromaristorante.com

VESUVIO’S LITTLE ITALY
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
617 E. Washington St., Delavan; 
262-740-1762
delavanpizza.com

WATERFRONT
CASUAL  $
408 State Hwy. 50, Delavan; 
262-728-4700
waterfrontdelavan.com 

YO-SHI JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT
ASIAN  $$
1823 E. Geneva St. (State Hwy. 50), 
Delavan; 262-740-2223
 

EAST TROY
2894 ON MAIN
COFFEE/CASUAL  $-$$
2894 Main St., East Troy; 262-642-9600
2894onmain.com

BARLEY’S HOPS AND MALT
CASUAL  $ 
N8720 County Rd. N., East Troy; 
262-642-7811 

DOS AMIGOS 2
MEXICAN  $
2678 E. Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-6446

EAST TROY BREWERY
BREWERY/CASUAL  $-$$
2905 Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-2670
etbrew.com 

GENOA PIZZA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
2678 E. Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-9775

GOLDEN DRAGON
ASIAN  $
2763 Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-5518
goldendragoneasttroywi.com 

GUS’S DRIVE-IN
DINER  $
3131 Main St., East Troy; 262-642-3679
gussdrivein.com

LD’S BBQ
BARBECUE  $-$$
2511 Main St., East Troy; 
414-610-7675
ldsbbq.com  
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Enjoy Chicago’s Original Gino’s East Pizza 
in Downtown Lake Geneva

Choose between our famous 
Deep Dish or Thin Crust pizza

Huge menu of many favorites - 
sandwiches, salads, and entrees

Dine in with spectacular lake view

Perfect for catering and banquets
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PRINCESS CAFÉ
DINER  $
2695 Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-5905 

ELKHORN
ALPINE BISTRO AT ALPINE 
VALLEY RESORT
AMERICAN/CONTEMPORARY 
$$-$$$
W2501 County Rd. D, Elkhorn; 
262-642-7374
alpinevalleyresort.com

ANNIE’S BURGER TOWN
CASUAL  $  
645 N. Lincoln St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-3250
anniesburgertown.com

CALABRIA FAMILY 
RESTAURANT
CASUAL  $
1 N. Lincoln St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-1599 

ELK RESTAURANT
CASUAL  $
13 W. Walworth St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-4220

ENZO’S PIZZA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $ 
464 E. Geneva St., Elkhorn; 
262-379-2022

HOLI CANNOLI
ITALIAN  $-$$
N7065 U.S. Hwy. 12, Elkhorn; 
262-742-2500
holicannoli.com

LAKEHOUSE BREAKFAST 
BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $-$$
N7073 State Hwy. 12/67, Elkhorn;  
262-742-3300
lakehousebreakfastbarandgrill.
godaddysites.com 

LARDUCCI PIZZERIA
ITALIAN  $-$$
20 S. Washington St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-6668
larducci.com 

LAUDERDALE LANDING
CASUAL  $-$$ 
W5625 West Shore Dr., Elkhorn;  
262-495-8727

LEFTY’S CHICAGO-STYLE  
HOT DOGS
CASUAL  $
N7033 U.S. Hwy. 12, Elkhorn;  
262-215-8266

LOS TRES HERMANOS
MEXICAN  $$ 
31 N. Wisconsin St. Elkhorn; 
262-379-1658
lostreshermanoswi.com

LUKE’S MARKET STREET  
ITALIAN SANDWICHES
CASUAL  $
117 W. Market St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-4676

MOY’S RESTAURANT
ASIAN  $
3 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-3993
moysrestaurant.carry-out.com  

PERKUP
COFFEE HOUSE  $
27 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-1287
perkupelkhorn.com 

PIZZA ALLEY
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
30 S. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-1900 

THE PUB AT EVERGREEN  
GOLF CLUB
CASUAL  $
N6246 U.S. Hwy. 12, Elkhorn; 
262-723-5722
evergreengolf.com/the-pub 

ROOTS & ROCKS
AMERICAN  $
20 S. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-8021
root-rocks.com

SOMEPLACE ELSE
AMERICAN  $
1 W. Walworth St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-3111
someplaceelserestaurant.com  

SPERINO’S
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
720 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn;  
262-723-2222
sperinos.com  

STILLWATER COFFEE 
COMPANY
COFFEE HOUSE  $ 
1560 N. Country Club Pkwy., 
Elkhorn; 262-723-2301
stillwatercoffeecompany.com 

FONTANA
240˚ WEST
AMERICAN/CASUAL/STEAKHOUSE  
$$-$$$ 
The Abbey Resort, 269 Fontana 
Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-9034
theabbeyresort.com/lake-geneva-
restaurants

BAR WEST
CASUAL  $-$$  
The Abbey Resort, 269 Fontana 
Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-9034
theabbeyresort.com/lake-geneva-
restaurants 

food & drink  dining guide
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BIG FOOT MARKET
BAKERY/CAFE  $-$$
W4724 S. Lake Shore Dr., Fontana; 
262-394-5888

CAFÉ LATTE
COFFEE HOUSE  $ 
The Abbey Resort & Spa; 
269 Fontana Blvd., Fontana; 
262-275-6811
theabbeyresort.com/lake-geneva-
restaurants

CHUCK’S LAKESHORE INN
CASUAL  $
352 Lake St., Fontana; 262-275-3222
chuckslakeshoreinn.com  

COFFEE MILL
COFFEE HOUSE  $
441 Mill St., Fontana; 262-275-0040
coffeemillfontana.com

THYME ON GENEVA LAKE
SPECIALTY  $-$$
106 W. Main St., Fontana; 262-394-5292
thymeonthelake.com

THE WATERFRONT
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $-$$
The Abbey Resort, 269 Fontana 
Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-9034
theabbeyresort.com/lake-geneva-
restaurants

GENOA CITY
BROKEN SPOKE TAVERN & 
EATERY
CASUAL  $
332 Fellows Road, Genoa City;  
262-295-8535

FITZGERALD’S GENOA 
JUNCTION
CASUAL  $ 
727 Main St., Hwy. B, Genoa City; 
262-279-5200
fitzgeraldsfishboil.com

LAKE COMO
BEAN & VINE COFFEE BAR
COFFEE HOUSE  $-$$ 
The Ridge Hotel, W4240 State  
Hwy. 50, Lake Geneva; 
262-249-3800
ridgelakegeneva.com/bean-vine

CRAFTED ITALIA
ITALIAN  $$-$$$
The Ridge Hotel, W4240  
State Hwy. 50, Lake Geneva;  
262-249-3832
craftedlakegeneva.com

DJ’S IN THE DRINK
CASUAL  $
W3860 Lake Shore Dr.,  
Lake Como; 262-248-8855
djsinthedrink.com

THE GETAWAY ON LAKE 
COMO
CASUAL  $-$$
4190 West End Road, Lake Geneva; 
262-686-3456
thegetawayrestaurant.com

LEGENDS FOOD & SPIRITS
CASUAL  $
W3731 Club House Dr., Lake Geneva; 
262-203-5474
legendsfoodandspirits.com 

MARS RESORT
STEAKHOUSE/SUPPER CLUB  $-$$
W4098 S. Shore Drive (off State Hwy. 
50 on Lake Como), 
Lake Geneva; 262-245-5689
mars-resort.com

PAPA’S BLUE SPRUCE
CASUAL  $
W4086 Lake Shore Dr., Lake Geneva; 
262-729-4126
papasbluespruce.com

LYONS
YE OLDE HOTEL BAR & 
RESTAURANT
AMERICAN  $-$$
6070 N. Railroad St., Lyons;  
262-763-2701
yeoldehotel.com 

MUKWONAGO
ELEGANT FARMER
SPECIALTY  $
1545 Main St., Mukwonago;  
262-363-6770
elegantfarmer.com

FORK IN THE ROAD
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $-$$
215 N. Rochester St., Mukwonago; 
262-363-7849
forkintheroadrestaurant.com 

PELL LAKE
SPOONDOGGERS BAR  
AND GRILL
CASUAL  $
N1320 S. Lake Shore Dr., Genoa City;  
262-295-8773
spoondoggers.com

UPPER CRUST PIZZERIA & PUB
CASUAL  $
N1070 County Rd. H, Pell Lake;  
262-279-2233
uppercrustpizzeriapub.com

SHARON
COFFEE CUP CAFE
CASUAL  $
192 Baldwin St., Sharon;  
262-736-4060

TWIN LAKES
BODI’S BAKE SHOP
BAKERY  $
306 E. Main St., Twin Lakes;  
262-877-8090

THE CORNER KITCHEN
CASUAL  $
100 Lake St., Twin Lakes;  
262-877-2456

MANNY’S SNACK SHACK
CASUAL  $ 
404 S. Lake Ave., Twin Lakes;  
262-877-4442

TOUCH OF CLASS
CASUAL  $
121 S. Lake Ave., Twin Lakes;  
262-877-3340

WALWORTH
10 PIN PUB
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
121 Kenosha St., Walworth;  
262-394-4300
10pinpub.com

KING DRAGON
ASIAN  $
101 Kenosha St., Walworth;  
262-275-3309
kingdragonwa.com

SAMMY’S ON THE SQUARE
CASUAL  $
105 Madison St., Walworth; 
262-275-3739
sammysonthesquare.com 

SIEMER’S CRUISE–IN  
BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $
107 Kenosha St., Walworth; 
262-275-9191
siemerscruisein.com

TWO SISTERS THAI  
RESTAURANT
ASIAN  $
207 N. Main St., Walworth;  
262-394-5700

WHITEWATER
841 BREW HOUSE
CASUAL  $-$$ 
841 E. Milwaukee St., Whitewater; 
262-473-8000
841brewhouse.com

THE BLACK SHEEP
AMERICAN  $-$$
210 W. Whitewater St., 
Whitewater; 262-613-7119
eatatblacksheep.com 

BRASS RAIL
CASUAL  $
130 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-473-4038

CHINA HOUSE
ASIAN  $
1128 W. Main St., Whitewater;  
262-473-9788

GUS’ PIZZA PALACE
ITALIAN  $-$$
139 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-473-3562
guspizzapalace.com

JESSICA’S FAMILY  
RESTAURANT
DINER  $
140 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-473-9890

ROSA’S PIZZA
ITALIAN  $
180 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-472-9857
orderrosas.com 

SECOND SALEM 
BREWING COMPANY
CASUAL  $
111 W. Whitewater St., 
Whitewater; 262-473-2920
secondsalem.com

TOPPER’S PIZZA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
325 W. Center St., Whitewater;  
262-473-4343
toppers.com

WILLIAMS BAY
BAY COOKS
CASUAL  $
99 N. Walworth Ave., Williams Bay;  
262-607-6024
baycooksrestaurant.com

CAFÉ CALAMARI
ITALIAN  $$-$$$
10 E. Geneva St., Williams Bay;  
262-245-9665
cafecalamari.com

DIP IN THE BAY
ICE CREAM  $
105 N. Walworth Ave., Williams Bay; 
262-607-3032
dipinthebay.com

FROSTY MOOSE
ICE CREAM  $
35 W. Geneva St., Williams Bay;  
262-245-2445
thefrostymoose.com

GREEN GROCER DELI  
AND COFFEE SHOP
CAFE  $
24 W. Geneva St., Williams Bay;  
262-245-9077
greengrocergenevalake.com

HARPOON WILLIE’S PUB  
& EATERY
CASUAL  $
8 E. Geneva St., Williams Bay;  
262-245-6906
harpoonwillies.com

LUCKE’S CANTINA
MEXICAN
220 Elkhorn Rd., Williams Bay;  
262-245-6666
luckescantina.com 

PIER 290
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $-$$
1 Liechty Dr., Williams Bay; 
262-245-2100
pier290.com  
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life at the lake

photo by holly leitner

“There will come soft rains and  
the smell of the ground,

And swallows circling with their 
shimmering sound.”

 — Sara Teasdale
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SHOWROOM HOURS  Mon–Fri: 9am–4pm

201 Geneva National Ave. S, Lake Geneva, WI
www.genevacabinet.com   |   262.245.9600
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