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46 S. Washington St., Hinsdale   
630.986.0880   browningandsons.com   
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put our local knowledege and expertise to work for you.  
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editor’s page

Dear readers,

DREAM HOUSE
Barbie isn’t the only one who loves 

pink — I fell hard for this classic 
midcentury gem (page 69) and 

its generational backstory (baked 
goods play an important role).

COZY DETAILS
I can’t wait to 

add this dreamy,  
coffee-scented 

candle and these 
elegant antlers  

to my deck  
decor for fall 

(page 76).

RUFF LIFE
Whenever I 
need a mood 
lift, I just look 
at our latest 
group of Lake 
Dogs (page 
38), including 
adorable 
Parker, the mini 
goldendoodle!

A few weeks ago, I was walking past the 
Riviera Beach in Lake Geneva when I 
overheard one woman say to her friend, 
“This town is pretty much the perfect 
place!” Her enthusiasm reminded me 
what a gift it is to live and work in a place 

where many people can only spend a few 
days of their precious vacation time each 

year. Those of us who are lucky enough to 
call it home know that the Geneva Lake area 

has so much to offer in all seasons, especially as we 
transition to my own favorite season here: autumn.

Another group that’s grateful to spend time in, on and around Geneva Lake? 
Lake dogs! With this autumn issue comes our 10th annual portfolio of lake-
loving pups. Since its debut 10 years ago, Lake Dogs has become our most-
loved feature, and inclusion in the portfolio has become a highly sought-after 
bragging right for local dog owners. This year, we received over 70 entries, 
and we completely revamped our submission process to make the final cohort 
selection as fair and transparent as possible. As always, it was extremely hard to 
choose this year’s class of Lake Dogs, and we can’t wait to share all the canine 
cuteness with you. (Look for the submission period to open again next spring.)

For even more pet content, check out our pet-friendly guide to the Geneva Lake 
area in our Out & About section (page 115). There, you’ll also find more info on 
fun fall activities, including a popular local corn maze (page 119) and kitschy 
roadside statues (page 120). For foodies, we’ve got a roundup of local meat 
markets (page 97) and a profile of Laura McGough, a caterer and personal chef 
who was kind enough to share a few recipes for delicious sides to go with your 
autumn grilling entrees (page 102). And for history buffs, learn the story of 
a distinctive, pink midcentury-modern house on Geneva Lake (page 69) and 
then dive into five decades of cultural exchange between Japan and Walworth 
County that began with the opening of the Kikkoman soy sauce plant (page 50).

As the leaves begin to change color and the golden autumn light settles over 
the lake, let’s all take a moment to remember: this really is pretty much the 
perfect place.

Anne Morrissy
Editor
anne@ntmediagroup.com

       @AtTheLakeMag        @at_the_lake

Follow At The Lake on Social Media
For additional glimpses of  life At The Lake, including 
photos, videos and behind-the-scenes peeks,  follow us 
on Facebook and Instagram. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
At The Lake® magazine is published 
quarterly and available free of charge at 
select businesses and newsstands — a $6 
value per issue. Why not have it delivered 
to your door? For a one-year subscription 
(4 issues), send $24.95 to Nei-Turner Media 
Group, 400 Broad St., Lake Geneva, WI 
53147 or call 262-729-4471.



Ranked 
Top 1.5% of Agents 

Nationwide

RealTrends 2022

$70M+
2021-2022 

SALES VOLUME

#1 Geneva National 
Sales Agent 2022

#2 Compass Wisconsin 
Agent 2021

Janis Hartley is a real estate licensee affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 

JANIS HARTLEY
At the Lake, on the Golf Course & in the Country CRS, ABR, RSPS

JANIS.HARTLEY@COMPASS.COM

262.745.3630 | SELLINGLAKEGENEVA.COM

W3668 Maple Lane           Lake Geneva                        $5,899,000 | 6 BD | 4 BA | 5,421 SF

Owned by the same family for almost 90 years and beloved for 4 generations, this 6 bedroom, 4 bath lakefront 
residence offers a private 1.3 acre setting and level lakeside yard with elevated views of Geneva Lake. Enjoy 106’ of 
lake frontage with expansive views to the Narrows and west to Fontana.
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CHRISTINE FOX & ASSOCIATES
The Team that Sells with Heart & Knowledge  •  24/7/365

262.903.0717 cell   262.728.1013 direct
cfox@shorewest.com  •  christinefox.shorewest.com

#1 Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Dollar Volume Sold 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022
Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Units Sold 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022
Shorewest REALTORS® Delavan Office Units Sold & Dollar Volume 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022 
Shorewest REALTORS® Walworth Cty. Team 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022

Awarded RealTRENDS Top 1% of All Practicing Agents Nationwide 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022

CHRISTINE FOX IS RECOGNIZED AS

WELCOME HOME TO BAILEY ESTATES — WILLIAMS BAY, WI

MAKE YOUR HOME EXACTLY WHAT YOU WANT — CALL TODAY!

3 EASY STEPS:

1.  Pick your lot and home design — ranch or two-story.

2. Visit the design center to pick the finish details.

3. Relax while we build your dream home.

THEN come to the closing table and MOVE IN!

• NO CONSTRUCTION LOAN NEEDED

• BUILDER FINANCED UNTIL CLOSING

Lender pre-approval required at time of down payment. 
See sales agent for lender recommendations. 

Portion of options purchased due at pre-construction meeting

ADDITIONAL QUALITY, CUSTOM HOME SUBDIVISIONS AVAILABLE TO YOU FROM GERSTAD BUILDERS

McHenry, IL Richmond, IL Poplar Grove, ILWilliams Bay, WI

$5,000 DOWN TO HOLD A SPECIFIC LOT 
+

$20,000 DOWN TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION

$25,000 TOTAL DOWN FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION



PROPRIETARY CLEANING SOLUTIONS
Delivering results 4-5X more effective 

than pressure washing!

“These guys are unbelievable! 
We got our roof, siding, decks and 
walks cleaned and all the work was 
spectacular! We’ve got a “new” house 
We highly recommend House Shampoo” 
G. Storandt - Lauderdale Lakes, WI

“House Shampoo is Awesome!! 
10 Star Review!! 
I cannot say enough positive things 
about Gary and his crew. Our home 
looks brand new, they washed every 
surface from the roof to the fl agstone 
pathways. Lovely to deal with, prompt 
and beyond professional!!! 
I would not hesitate to call them.” 
W. Abrams - Lake Geneva

LOW-PRESSURE - GENTLE

“I’m astounded! My Walks 
are absolutely beautiful! 

The pavers look like they were 
just installed. You’d never know 

they’ve been down for 20 years.” 
Dr. Zimmerman - Lake Geneva, WI 

“Way beyond what was promised ... 
House Shampoo is an exceptional company” 
Let me just say- Wow. I was totally fl oored at 
how my home looked after it was all done- 
down to every detail.”
M.Pucci - Southern WI

ROOFINGROOFING - CEDAR - ASPHALT - SLATE - CLAY TILE – COMPOSITE      SIDINGSIDING - VINYL - HARDY PLANK - DRYVIT - STUCCO - ALUMINUM                  
HARDSCAPESHARDSCAPES - PAVERS - SANDING - SEALING - BLUESTONE - LIMESTONE - BRICK - CONCRETE 

OTHEROTHER - DECKS - BALUSTERS - FENCING - DOCKS - FURNITURE - AWNINGS - MONUMENTS

“Amazing! It’s amazing how clean 
they can get an old house. We 
had moldy dark stonework and 
ugly cedar roofi ng, also full of 

mold. Today the house has been 
brightened right up.” 

C. Coleman - Williams Bay, WI

ALGAE, LICHEN, MOSS, MOLD, MILDEW IS A LIVE AND GROWING PROBLEM

(815) 585-4745  •  www.houseshampoo.com
SERVING THE GREATER NW CHICAGO, IL & LAKE GENEVA, WI AREAS

“We could not be happier! Our 
cedar roof, stonework and 

patios .. everything was 
cleaned to perfection. We’ve 
told at least a dozen people 

about their service. 
Can’t wait to do it again!”
Dr. Michael & Ruth Ramsey

“Amazing! walks cleaned and all the work was 
spectacular! We’ve got a “new” house 
We highly recommend House Shampoo” 
G. Storandt - Lauderdale Lakes, WI

I cannot say enough positive things 
about Gary and his crew. Our home 
looks brand new, they washed every 
surface from the roof to the fl agstone 
pathways. Lovely to deal with, prompt 

I would not hesitate to call them.” I would not hesitate to call them.” 

Algae & lichen 
infestation

The pavers look like they were 
just installed. You’d never know 

they’ve been down for 20 years.” 
Dr. Zimmerman - Lake Geneva, WI 

C. Coleman - Williams Bay, WI 

“We could not be happier! 

cleaned to perfection. We’ve 
told at least a dozen people 

Algae & lichen 

Restored

DRASTIC SAME DAY
RESULTS!

“IF IT NEEDS CLEANING, HOUSE SHAMPOO HAS THE SOLUTION!”
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DESIGN . BUILD . RENOVATE

Our Mission is to build a Quality Home and to maintain an open line of
communication with our client throughout the building process... from the 

initial design concept to its final and outstanding completion!

We focus on accountability, complete attention to detail and 
absolute client satisfaction.

262.607.6121 . jorndtfaheyllc.com
New Homes   ~   Renovations   ~   Additions

DESIGN . BUILD . RENOVATE

Our Mission is to build a Quality Home and to maintain an open line of 
communication with our client throughout the building process... from the 

initial design concept to it’s final and outstanding completion!

We focus on accountability, complete attention to detail and 
absolute client satisfaction.

262.607.6121 . jorndtfaheyllc.com
New Homes   ~   Renovations   ~   Additions
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CREATING 

FUNCTIONAL 

& BEAUTIFUL 

SPACES IN 

YOUR HOME, 

TAILORED TO 

YOUR DREAMS

Cabinetry and design 
specialists for your 
kitchen, bathroom, 
laundry, mudroom, 
and home built-ins.

300 W. Front St., STE 105A, 
Harvard, IL 60033(306 door)
815.770.0390 | tailoredspacesllc.com

Proudly represents
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Lake Dog, 
Maggie, 
splashes in a 
creek in the 
Buena Vista 
subdivision in 
Fontana.

Photo by 
Holly Leitner

Bringing you to 
the best of the Lake 

Geneva Area!

lakefrontshuttle.com • 262.300.RIDE 
info@lakefrontshuttle.com

• Country Thunder 
Shuttles

• Alpine Valley 
Concerts

• Area Concerts 
• Weddings
• Bachelor/

Bachelorette Parties
• Private Tours
• Event Shuttle Service

Book your tour today!

9307 S RT 12, RICHMOND, IL • 815-678-4558
STORE HOURS: TUE 9AM-6PM • WED-FRI 9AM-5PM • SAT 10AM-2PM • CLOSED SUN-MON

Indoor • Outdoor Lighting
LEDs • Bulbs • Fans

Lamp Repairs • Shades

Visit our huge showroom  for personalized service
Shop with us online at www.caravellelight.com



600 Legend Dr.





Discover the beauty of Lake Lawn Resort, a captivating retreat on the shores  

of beautiful Delavan Lake. Enjoy spacious rooms and suites offering breathtaking lake  

or golf course views. From rejuvenating spa treatments to golf course and water sports, 

Lake Lawn Resort provides endless opportunities for relaxation and recreation,  

making it the perfect destination for your fall getaway.

L A K E L A W N R E S O R T . C O M   |   2 6 2 . 7 2 8 . 7 9 5 0

EXPERIENCE 
EVERYTHING 
LAKESIDE



®



l   Bejeweled 
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l   Mahler Sotheby’s International Realty 
l   Paws for Treats 

l   Perfect Petals
l   Potbelly Sandwich Works
l   Rock Garden for Lake Geneva
l   SoHo Boutique

Property managed by Inland Commercial Real Estate Services LLC 
The Inland name and logo are registered trademarks being used under license.

Northeast Corner of Main & Cook Streets

NEWPORT WEST SHOPPES
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Kathy and Thomas George, owners of popular Lake Geneva home stores 
Brick & Mortar (The House) and Brick & Mortar Home and Outdoor, 
recently completed construction of a new building next to their location 

at 222 Center St. The first floor of the building hosts expanded space for their 
store’s outdoor furniture showroom. The second floor contains The Lofts of Brick 
& Mortar, three fully appointed, luxury vacation rentals. The building was designed 
by architect Marit Gamberg. “We landed on doing The Lofts of Brick & Mortar as a 
reflection of our design process and furniture curations as Airbnbs,” Kathy explains.

The Lofts at Brick & Mortar 
includes three apartment-
style vacation rentals with 
private outdoor space 
overlooking Center Street.

Brick & Mortar opens 
luxurious vacation 
rentals above new 
outdoor store
BY ANNE MORRISSY

Loft Living
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These 2-bedroom, 1-bathroom 
vacation rentals — named City 
Loft, Lake Loft and California Loft 
— feature modern appliances and 
elegant finishes throughout. They 
were decorated by Amber Cook, lead 
designer at Brick & Mortar, to evoke 
a distinctive look in each space. Each 
unit offers private outdoor space on a 
balcony overlooking Center Street, as 
well as dedicated parking behind the 
building. 

“All our spaces are fully furnished ... 
from our stores, and everything is 
available to order if something catches 
your eye while staying with us,” Kathy 
explains. “Just one of the things that 
sets us apart from other rentals in the 
area.”

The Lofts at Brick & Mortar rentals 
are managed by Geneva Lakes 
Vacations and are bookable online at 
genevalakesvacations.com, Airbnb and 
VRBO. Autumn pricing starts around 

$1,299 for a 2-night minimum stay 
with fees included.

Blooming 
Where Planted
Gardening leader Roy Diblik 
receives national recognition

Last May, the prestigious national 
gardening organization Garden Club 
of America held its annual meeting in 
Columbus, Ohio. There, they awarded 
Walworth County resident Roy Diblik 
the organization’s medal of honor, in 
recognition of his “outstanding service 
to horticulture.” Diblik was nominated 
for the award by the members of the 
Lake Geneva Garden Club.

Diblik is the co-owner of Burlington’s 
Northwind Perennial Farm, where 
he has spent the past three decades 
establishing himself as a leader 
in the New Perennial Movement. 

That movement in garden design 
places emphasis on the planting of 
North American native plants, hardy 
perennials and complementary 
grasses grouped tightly to prevent 
weed infiltration. Planting yards and 
gardens in this way reduces the need 
for watering, attracts pollinators and 
ensures beautiful blooms, attractive 
foliage and colorful ground cover 
throughout the growing season.

In 2004, Diblik collaborated with 
famed garden designer Piet Oudolf 
to help design the Lurie Garden, 
a 2 1/2-acre garden in Chicago’s 
Millennium Park. He has also worked 
with former Wisconsin First Lady 
Tonnette Walker to plan the gardens 
around the Wisconsin Executive 
Mansion, and completed high-profile 
projects planting the grounds around 
Milwaukee’s Mitchell Domes and the 
Migratory Bird Garden at the Shedd 
Aquarium in Chicago, in addition to 
his many local projects. 

cruiselakegeneva.com • 262-248-6206 • 812 Wrigley Drive, Lake Geneva

LAKE LIFE BEGINS WITH GAGE

THE BEST WAY TO SEE THE COLORS

Daily tours run through October 31. Join us 
on our climate-controlled boat tours and 

see nature’s beauty in full color!



your new

Life is Simple ... Just Add Water

DIANE KRAUSE
262.215.4893

KEVIN KRAUSE
262.745.1447

 krauseteam@atproperties.com

• 20+ Years Top Producer
• @properties Outstanding Achievement Award 2018 - 2022

• Best of Zillow Award 2018 - 2022
• Prestigious Rolex Award

• Featured Agent House Hunters HGTV – Episode
“Lake Dreams in Wisconsin”

1255 Saratoga Ln. 
Geneva National - $775,000

958 Sauganash Dr. 
Fontana - $599,000

N3201 Williams St. 
Lake Geneva - $699,000

SOLD

3159 E Barry Dr.  
Lake Geneva - $420,000

LISTED 
& SOLD

528 Woodlawn Dr.  
Williams Bay - $585,000

LISTED 
& SOLD

720 High St. 
Lake Geneva - $849,000

SOLD
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Diblik is the author of one book, 
“The Know Maintenance Perennial 
Garden.” He is also a frequent 
speaker at national and local events, 
including those sponsored by the local 
garden clubs and the Geneva Lake 
Conservancy. 

Full of Stars
Yerkes Observatory welcomes 
former United States Poet 
Laureate to the Riviera
In July, Yerkes Observatory welcomed 
former United States Poet Laureate 
Tracy K. Smith to the Riviera Ballroom 
as part of its Summer Speaker Series. 
Smith read selections from her books 
“Life on Mars,” “Ordinary Light: A 
Memoir” and others. 

Smith was raised in California, where 
her father, an engineer, worked on 
the Hubble Space Telescope. (Her 
book, “Life on Mars,” honors her 
father’s work in astronomy.) Since 
2006, she has served on the faculty 
of Princeton University. From 2017 to 
2019, she served as the United States 
Poet Laureate, the official poet of the 
United States. 

At the event at the Riviera, Smith 
was introduced by Yerkes Executive 
Director Dennis Kois and went on to 

read several of her poems, including 
one of her most famous poems, “My 
God, It’s Full of Stars.” She then 
engaged in a discussion about poetry 
and astronomy with Yerkes Director 
of Programs Walt Chadick, a poet 
himself. “This was one of the most 
extraordinary honors I’ve had in my 
professional career,” he said. 

The United States Poet Laureate 
is appointed by the Librarian 
of Congress to serve a two-year 
term. During this term, the U.S. 
Poet Laureate travels around the 
country making appearances and 
giving readings. “Tracy K. Smith is 
a universal and American treasure,” 
Chadick enthused. “It was a great gift 
to our area that she visited Yerkes, 
participated in our rebirth and 
reimagining, and graced Lake Geneva 
with a public reading and talk.”

An Inspired 
Sesquicentennial
Conference Point Camp 
celebrates 150 years

On Aug. 26, Williams Bay’s Conference 
Point Camp will hold an open house 
to celebrate its 150th anniversary. 
The 21-acre camp was originally 
founded by the Rev. Joseph Collie, 

a Congregational minister from 
Delavan. In 1873, Collie established 
a collection of tents on property he 
acquired on the western point of 
Williams Bay, to serve as a “summer 
resort of clergymen and others 
seeking health in a forgetfulness of the 
weariness of everyday life.” He named 
it Camp Collie. A few years later, the 
camp served as the site of a series of 
religious retreats, the success of which 
led Collie to make the camp available 
to religious groups throughout 
Wisconsin and Illinois, who reserved 
the camp for one-week sessions. 

By 1914, the practice of renting the 
camp to outside religious groups had 
continued and the camp’s named 
changed to Conference Point Camp. 
Some of the groups that came to 
Conference Point over the years 
included churches, religious training 
schools and missionary organizations. 
In 1965, the camp hosted a conference 
of approximately 200 civil rights 
leaders from Chicago and Alabama; 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. helped to 
organize the conference and served as 
a headlining speaker. 

In 2010, Lake Geneva Ministries 
assumed management of Conference 
Point Camp. (The faith-based 
organization also operates the Lake 
Geneva Youth Camp on historic camp 
property in Lake Geneva.) Since that 
time, the group has made significant 
updates to the camp, including the 
construction of new buildings, the 
renovation of existing buildings and 
the demolition of at least one historic 
home that was absorbed by the camp 
in the 20th century. Updates have 
also included restoration of the 
camp’s 300-foot-long section of the 
Shore Path. 

To commemorate the camp’s 
anniversary milestone, the open 
house celebration will include a 
walking tour of the property, history 
walls, recreational experiences, a 
commemoration ceremony and 
fireworks. Open house attendees must 
register for the event at lgyc.org; no 
walk-ins will be allowed.  

Roy Diblik, co-owner 
of Northwind Perennial 
Farm and recipient of the 
Garden Club of America’s 
medal of honor.
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6275 SHERIDAN SPRINGS RD. I BURLINGTON, WI 
FARMHOUSE & GUEST BARN ON 138 ACRES 

FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS 

Chris J asser 
Luxury Real Estate Advisor 
262.492.6643 I cjasser@mahlersir.com 

1561 PRESTWICK DR. I LAKE GENEVA, WI 
6 BEDS/5.5 BATHS I $869,000 

1952 KNOB RD. I BURLINGTON, WI 
104 ACRES I $2,795,000 

LUXURY STORAGE UNITS I DELAVAN, WI 
1,100-1,500 SQ. FT. I $145,000-$165,000 

Mahler Sothehy's 
INTERNATIONAL REALTY 

© 2023 Sotheby's International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby's International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby's International Realty office is independently owned and 
operated, except those operated by Sotheby's International Realty, Inc. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

JUST REDUCED

$3,149,000



EX PERIENCE SUNSETS 

TOGETHER

Escape to the breathtaking beauty of Delavan Lake Resort, close to all the amenities the Geneva Lake 

area has to offer. Immerse yourself in luxurious accommodations, stunning sunset views,  

an indoor and outdoor pool, and cozy up by the fireplace in your suite.

LakeDelavanResort.com
1505 South Shore Drive, Delavan, WI 53115

Visit www.lakedelavanresort.com or call 262.728.2200  |  800.430.8164



www.NicksUpholstery.com • www.Lidia-Design.com
543 Valley View Dr. Fontana, WI • 262.298.5800

NICK’S UPHOLSTERY & LIDIA DESIGN 
Custom Furniture Upholstery and Interior Design Services

HOME OF 
FONTANA C FROG

543 Valley View Dr., Fontana-On-Geneva Lake, WI 53125 • (262)394-5658

Follow Us on 
Social Media!

Exclusive Fontana  
Frog Souvenirs



PROUDLY SERVING  

Northern IL & 
Southern WI  
FOR OVER 35 YEARS

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC..

Kilkenny Group
TEAM@KILKENNYGRP.COM

KILKENNYGRP.COM
262.729.2500
815.337.8400

Residential • Commercial-Industrial • Agricultural Land

FOR SALE
9210 (A) Country Club Rd, Woodstock, IL
Asking $2.32 M
This secluded estate consists of 61 acres 
of woods, ponds, equestrian riding trails 
and tillable agricultural land.

0 Edwards Boulevard, Lake Geneva, WI
Asking $5.3M

This 38 acre parcel is an opportunity 
for a mixed-use development including 

high density residential & commercial.

RICHARD AHRENSCLANCY GREEN TAYLOR WEST



Andrew Rurey

168 E Geneva Square  •  262.273.4500

LAKE GENEVA

WALWORTH
118 Kenosha Street  •  262.275.2185

Lisa Berg

Bob Rauland

Allison LieskeDawn DeMarco

Shari Mohr

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC 

Harry Mohr

Becky Merwin

With Starck Real Estate, you get the best 
of both worlds: the power of a global 

brand and the personalized attention of  
a family-owned company.

Margaret Labus

Tim LaBrecque

Steven Dowden

Beth Peyer

Steven Warner

Mark Larkin

Isabelle Carter

Zach Otten

Brandee Walton

Hannah Kalk Barbara Phillips

STARBOARD GROUP

Clancy Green Michael Bentley Randy ErwinRichard Ahrens Peggy Bentley Natalie Torres

KILKENNY GROUP BENTLEY TEAM THE ERWIN TEAM

Local Roots, Global Reach 
Now With 2 Locations To Serve You!
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Lake Geneva’s own master illusionist, 
Tristan Crist, shares a backstage glimpse 
of his career path
BY AMANDA N. WEGNER

MAGIC
Working His

30   AT THE LAKE
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M
ost people know Lake Geneva as a destination 
for its luxurious resorts, lovely beaches, natural 
beauty and, of course, the lake. But it’s also 
becoming known for its magic. The man behind 
that magic is master illusionist Tristan Crist, 
the owner and namesake of Lake Geneva’s 

Tristan Crist Magic Theatre. This Wisconsin native has put 
the city on the map for magic and larger-than-life illusions, 
performing multiple shows per week, all of which rival those 
found in Las Vegas.

“When you come to the Tristan Crist Magic Theatre, you 
are going to experience magic up close and personal like you 
never have before,” says Crist. “What I love is making grown 
adults have that child-like sense of wonder again when they see 
something that they can’t explain.” 

SPARKING A PASSION
Sometimes a perfect storm of events can turn a spark into a 
passion. A native of Milwaukee, as a young child, Crist recalls 
his grandfather showing him a card trick, and then seeing a 
local magician perform at a festival. After that, his parents took 
him to the library, where he checked out every book on magic 
he could find. Crist says he started by reading everything from 
the history of magic to simple card tricks.

In support of this growing passion, Crist’s grandfather bought 
him a magic set. Crist says he worked hard to perfect the 
tricks. Once he had a handful of tricks up his sleeve, at age 13, 
he performed his first paying magic show gig for a Girl Scout 
troop. With that, he was hooked.

“I made $50 and realized I could do this as a job!” says Crist. 
“I spent my younger days performing for birthday parties, 
scouting events and VFW Christmas parties. Over time, I 
slowly moved up to performing in theaters.”

With this vision for his future, Crist recognized he needed 
to broaden his abilities, and develop his performance and 
showmanship skills. In his youth, he took classes at Milwaukee 
Ballet and participated in theatrical productions, which 
brought experience in what it’s like to perform in front of 
larger audiences. 

To deepen his technical skill set, which is critical to executing 
a well-designed show and masterful illusions, Crist attended 
UW-Stevens Point, where he completed his bachelor’s degree 
in theater technology and design. He paid for school with 
money earned from performing at birthday parties.

Crist notes that most professional magicians have a similar 
story. “You start small and slowly work your way up. There is 
no real-life Hogwarts, so it is mostly a self-taught profession,” 
he says. “There are many amazing, skilled magicians who are 
hobbyists and enjoy magic. Those people are necessary for the 
survival of the art. To have success as a full-time, professional 
magician and to actually make a living doing magic, you 
definitely have to find your niche and discover what your 
strengths are.”O
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MAKING MOVES
Crist spent his early 20s touring the Midwest with a show, 
adding assistants to his act in order to perform bigger tricks. 
In 2005, he was hired to perform at Circus World Museum in 
Baraboo, and spent 10 years there developing the show. 

Then, in 2015, Crist opened the first Tristan Crist Magic 
Theatre, renting space in downtown Lake Geneva. “I was 
looking for a tourist town that didn’t have a lot of evening 
entertainment options,” says Crist of his decision to put down 
roots in Lake Geneva. “The proximity to Chicago was a huge 
plus as well. We looked at several other locations in Wisconsin, 
Illinois and Minnesota, but Lake Geneva always stood out as 
the perfect place.”

The original theater opened in December 2015 and was small, 
with just 50 seats. By 2017, it was clear that the show was so 
successful that he would need to expand, so he started looking 
at available buildings. “It was always my dream to own my 
own theatre, and it was the logical time to start making that 
happen,” says Crist.

However, Crist quickly discovered there wasn’t anything 
on the market that was large enough to accommodate what 
he wanted to achieve with the show. Another challenge was 
finding an existing building with a parking lot. After talking 
to his contractor, it became clear that a new building would 
cost about the same as buying and renovating something that 
already existed. At that point, he says, it “made sense to go all 
in on something new.”

Crist bought two acres of land across the street from the Lake 
Geneva Walmart in May of 2018. Construction began that 
summer, and the 175-seat Tristan Crist Magic Theatre opened 
in June, 2019. 

“There are very few magicians who own their own theater,” 
Crist explains. “In fact, I’ve been told I’m the only magician 
who has actually built a theater from the ground up to house 

my show. The others who are doing it either bought existing 
venues or modified an existing building.” 

Crist says there are benefits to building your own space. 
“Because the Tristan Crist Magic Theatre was brand-new 
construction, we were able to design it in a way that allows 
for the magic to be performed in a very intimate, up-close 
manner,” he says. “We perform very large illusions, and you 
will see things up close in a way you won’t be able to see 
anywhere else.”

Crist worked with the architect to ensure that there wouldn’t 
be a bad seat in the house, providing audience members with 
an unmatched experience. Highlights of the 90-minute show 
include dividing a lady in half, making a helicopter appear on 
stage, showgirls appearing out of thin air and a motorcycle 
vanishing. 

BUILDING ON SUCCESS
Tristan Crist Magic Theatre has been Lake Geneva’s No. 1 

The floating cup trick is one of Crist’s favorite tricks 
to teach. Here are instructions for amazing your 
friends at your next social gathering:

•	 Take a Styrofoam coffee cup (make sure to drink 
everything in it first) and poke a hole in the back 
with your thumb.

•	 Hold the cup with two hands and place your thumb 
in the hole, then slowly release all your other 
fingers. 

•	 Your thumb poked through 
the hole in the back supports 
the cup, and from the front, 
it will look like it is floating in 
midair!

•	 Be careful to ensure your 
audience is directly in front 
of you, as the side angles can 
give away the trick.

For those interested in trying their hand at more 
complex magic and illusions, Crist recommends 
starting like he did — with your local library. “You 
can certainly find things on the internet or YouTube 
these days, but I think there is some value to looking 
at illustrations in a book, and slowly figuring out a 
card trick without the help of video,” he says. “It 
helps develop your spin on it rather than just copying 
someone else’s routine.”

Impress your friends with the floating cup trick

TRICKS 
OF THE TRADE
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Upgrade your kitchen? Need more space to fit your lifestyle? 
Or just updating the look of your home? It’s your home and
your dreams. 

WE’RE HERE, READY TO LISTEN 

262.723.7232
StebnitzBuilders.com

PERFECTING THE ART OF LISTENING SINCE 1972
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“Thing to Do” on the travel website 
TripAdvisor for eight years running, 
and Crist was named the Master 
Illusionist of the Year in 2021 by the 
International Magicians Society. Still, 
he isn’t resting on his success.

When asked what magic trick 
or illusion is his favorite, 
Crist emphatically says, 
“The next one!

“I am always working 
on something new 
for the show, so that 
is where my focus 
is. Once it gets in the 
show, I am searching 
for the next new thing to 
start working on. A few top favorites 
over the years are [a trick involving] 
making a helicopter appear and a 
Harley-Davidson motorcycle vanish.” 
Crist and his crew are constantly 
working on new routines for the 
show, and most new illusions, he 
says, take between six months to a 
year to develop.

“It starts with an idea. From there, I 
go to one of a handful of professional 
illusion builders who are located in 
Las Vegas or California. They will 
build the apparatus and then ship it 
to us in Lake Geneva. We rehearse 

the prop, figure out solutions to 
any challenges that pop up, 

choreograph the routine, 
design the lighting and 

music, and eventually 
get it in the show.” 

When it comes to 
particularly compli-

cated illusions, some 
things, he adds, take 

even longer. For instance, 
Crist and his crew are  

currently working on a brand-new 
routine that has never been done in 
the world of magic before. “It took 
our builder 18 months to complete 
the apparatus [for the illusion],” he 
explains, and adds that they are just 
starting the rehearsal process with 
the hope of adding the new illusion 
to the show in 2024.

“The number-one compliment we 
get is that people enjoy the show not 
just because of the amazing tricks but 
because they genuinely connect with 
me and enjoy my personality,” says 
Crist. “Even though I’ve performed 
the show hundreds of times, I try 
to make it new and fresh for every 
audience.”

Crist says that people often ask if 
the show is appropriate for kids; the 
magic, he says, is designed to fool 
adults, but children enjoy the visual 
aspect of it as well. “We design the 
show to have routines and music 
that will appeal to all ages. There are 
segments that young kids will enjoy, 
as well as parts that will appeal to 
teenagers and young adults. A large 
part of our audience is adults on 
date night, and we certainly have 
plenty of grandparents bringing 
grandchildren.” In that way, Crist’s 
show serves as a fitting tribute to the 
man who first inspired his lifelong 
passion for magic and his career as an 
illusionist: his grandfather.  C
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BOB WEBSTER
Realtor
Compass Wisconsin

An expert in the luxury, “second-home” market 
in southeastern Wisconsin, Bob Webster has 
been in the Lake Geneva real estate industry 
for over 40 years and is uniquely prepared to 
serve his clients looking to enjoy the “Lake 
Geneva lake life.”
 Webster was born and raised in the Lake 
Geneva area, giving him a deep knowledge 
of the community. “My wife and I have lived 
in Fontana for over 40 years and raised our 
children here,” he says. “We really appreciate 
all the natural beauty in this area as well as all 
the benefits of small-town living.”
 Describing his style as “purposeful” and 
“confident,” Webster says he’s always trying 
to under-promise and over-deliver at every 
opportunity during a transaction. “I treat each 
and every one of my clients the way I would 
want to be treated,” he says. “They find comfort 
knowing I’m always striving to meet their goals 
and needs.”
 Webster has earned several real estate 
designations, awards and recognition over the 
years dating back to the early 1990’s when 
he served as president of the Lakes Area 
Realtors Association and also received the 
Realtor of the Year award. Most recently, he 
received the Distinguished Service Award from 
the Wisconsin Realtors Association in 2021. 
However, he says past client referrals are the 
highest compliment of all.
 “I’m a seasoned professional who will 
leave no stone unturned and am willing to go 
the extra mile to do whatever it takes to get 
the job done for my clients,” he says. “More 
wrinkles in the face means less wrinkles in the 
transaction.”
 Webster acknowledges much of his success 
to his loyal assistant for over 15 years, Lisa 
Pitcher, who he says is both a wonderful 
person and the best, by far, at what she does.

GENEVA LAKE ACCESS   $3,379,000
This delightful 5+ bedroom, 4 bath home in The Lindens 
Association has been renovated from the ground up and 
is located just 5 doors from the lake and association park. 
The spacious two story Great Room is accented with a 
floor to ceiling stone fireplace and beautiful views of the 
private yard and heated in-ground pool.

Bob Webster
Lake Geneva Lakefront Specialist
262.949.1933
Bob@LakeGenevaProperty.com
LakeGenevaProperty.com

Bob Webster is a real estate licensee 
affiliated with Compass, a licensed real 
estate broker and abides by Equal Housing 
Opportunity laws. Keefe RE agents are now 
licensed with Compass.
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Good Clean Fun!

914 Williams Street 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147

(262) 248-1538
lgcleaners.com

FULL SERVICE DRIVE THRU DRY CLEANER

Pick up and delivery available.



Let’s Find 
Your Home 
At the Lake.

Tricia knows the market very well. Her 
familiarity with the Lake Geneva Area 
and knowledge of potential buyers in the 
market is incredible and was able to sell four 
properties for my family in two months!

CHRIS

Tricia has phenomenal market knowledge. 
She even brought us a buyer on a property 
that we did not have actively listed because 
she knew that we had discussed selling it in 
the past. She is a true gem!

WILLIAM 

Tricia’s personality seamlessly infuses 
friendliness, humor, and humility along with 
responsiveness to your calls and questions as 
she tirelessly advocates for you as a valued 
client. She works very hard to increase 
the strength and viability of Compass so 
it continues to serve as a beacon in the 
area for many years to come. She was just 
wonderful to us!

ANDREW

TRICIA.FORBECK@COMPASS.COM
HOMESINLAKEGENEVA.COM
262.745.1145

OVER $500 MILLION  IN SALES

Tricia Forbeck is a real estate licensee affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and 
abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Keefe RE agents are now licensed with Compass.
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1-year-old Yellow Lab/Rottweiler 

Family: The Marquis Family  |  Personality Traits: Energy equivalent to a sunny summer solstice day.  
Favorite Lake Activities: Swimming for balls, trying to chase ducks.  |  Pet Peeve: Balls under the couch.  

Naughtiest Deed: Chewing pillows and sassy talking back.

Josie

Ten years ago, we published our first photo 
portfolio of lake-loving pups and called 

that feature “Lake Dogs.” As an office full 
of dog lovers, we were excited about the 
concept, but we had no idea just how much 
it would resonate with our readers. The 
response was overwhelming, and our “Lake 
Dogs” portfolio has now become a beloved 
annual tradition and one of our most popular 
features, both in print and online.

This year, we received more than 70 entries 
during the official, six-week submission 
period, and held our first-ever People’s Choice 
poll on our website. (For the winner, turn to 
page 40.) Here’s to a full decade of sharing 
lake life with man’s best friend!

38   AT THE LAKE

PHOTOS BY HOLLY LEITNER
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7½-year-old Miniature Pinscher Mix 

Family
Frost, Heather & Storrs Williams

Personality Traits
Lively, loving and full-on FOMO (fear of  

missing out).

Favorite Lake Activities 
Definitely hiking the lake path! Kishwauketoe 

has some great, smelly things too.

Pet Peeve 
Being left behind. (Again, FOMO!)

Naughtiest Deed 
Truly preferring never to be on a leash.

9-year-old Maltese/Shih Tzu

Family: Tricia Forbeck  |  Personality Traits: Rambunctious, cute and full of life.  |  Favorite Lake Activities: Swimming.
Pet Peeves: Being left home alone.  |  Naughtiest Deed: Waking her human up at 3 a.m. every morning!

Max

Scout

Hofbrau von Pupperson 	
          Williams (MHvPW)
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4-year-old & 5-year-old French Bulldogs

Family: The Williams Family  |  Personality Traits: Dak: “annoying little brother,” energetic adventurer; Zeke: Laid back, relaxed, 
likes to sleep in.  |  Favorite Lake Activities: Dak: Loves going in the lake but can’t swim; Zeke: Finding a comfortable, sunny 

spot on the deck.  |  Pet Peeve: Dak: Dinner must be on time, OR ELSE!; Zeke: Failure to provide sufficient amounts of attention. 
Naughtiest Deed: Snacking on leaves and rabbit droppings; Zeke: Can be stubborn.

Dak & Zeke

Burton
2½-year-old Golden Retriever

 

Family
Kassandra Romani & Ben Less

Personality Traits
Social butterfly. 

Favorite Lake Activities 
By far, swimming. 

Pet Peeve 
When he doesn’t get his own  
McDonald’s ice cream cone.

Naughtiest Deed 
Stealing socks.

People’s C
hoice
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11-year-old, 5-year-old & 5-year-old  
Papillon/Pekingese Mixes

 

Family
Patty & Mark Aschliman

Personality Traits
 Bubba: lap dog, Grace: yippy guard dog,  

Tillie: hunter.

Favorite Lake Activities 
Chasing squirrels, boat rides.

Pet Peeve 
Baths.

Naughtiest Deed 
Digging holes.

7-year-old Mini Golden Doodle 
 

Family
Jim & Nancy Cooney Family

Personality Traits
Energetic and loving. 

Favorite Lake Activities 
Wave runner rides and jumping in the lake!

Pet Peeve 
Not being included in everything we do.

Naughtiest Deed 
Persistently sits hoping for a nibble of  

your dinner.

Parker

Bubba, Grace 
& Tillie
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Gus
1½-year-old Newfoundland/Great Pyrenees Mix  

 

Family
Lee & Kerri Melchiorre

Personality Traits
Lazy.

Favorite Lake Activities 
Digging in the sand. 

Pet Peeve 
He wants to play with his older sister, but she 

does not like him. 

Naughtiest Deed 
Shaking his head after he drinks and getting 

water and slobber all over!

Molly
7½-year-old English Springer  
Spaniel/Miniature Poodle Mix

 

Family
Sheri & Mark Groover

Personality Traits
Wigglebutt, alpha dog, food-motivated, 

happy, playful

Favorite Lake Activities 
Fetching her ball off the dock.

Pet Peeve 
Missing a treat from the mail carrier.

Naughtiest Deed 
Rolling on any dead fish she can  

find ... a nasty smell!
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10-year-old Lhatese

Family: The Dude Family  |  Personality Traits: Always a greeter, very playful and protective.  |  Favorite Lake Activities: Boating on 
Geneva Lake with the wind blowing on his face.  |  Pet Peeve: People who don’t share their food, and when his family leaves him 

home alone.  |  Naughtiest Deed: Barking at the lake path walkers when they pass by Teddy’s yard. 

Teddy

3-year-old Schnauzer/Shit Zhu Rescue 
 

Family
Kim & Anthony Jarvis

Personality Traits
Feisty, snuggly, super loving and entertaining.

Favorite Lake Activities 
Guarding the pier and paddleboarding.

Pet Peeve 
Having to wait even a millisecond to walk when 

he has his leash on. It’s “Go time” then.

Naughtiest Deed 
Mutilating squishy toys and stealing stuffed 

animals.

Moose
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5-month-old, 5-year-old & 6-month-old English Labradors 

Family: Todd & Jen Birkholz  |  Personality Traits: Dock: super chill and relaxed; Rigby: active, curious and loving; Brando: just happy 
to be part of the team, constantly tilting his head like he’s totally confused.  |  Favorite Lake Activities: Dock: pawing at the water but 
not going in, and short shore walks; Rigby and Brando: running and tackling each other into the water at the boat launch and in the 
pool.  |  Pet Peeve: Dock: Not getting any rice at dinner; Rigby: his Chihuahua sibling Sprinkles; Brando: his sister can swim, but he 
hasn’t figured it out yet.  |  Naughtiest Deed: Dock: Likes to sleep and help himself to comfortable family beds that don’t belong to 
him!; Rigby: Learned to jump on the counter and pulled 4 pounds of chicken to the floor! Brando: Likes to ruin summer flip-flops.

Brando, Dock & Rigby

7-year-old & 2-year-old Sheepadoodles 
 

Family
Terrence, Erica, Lily & Jack Mullins

Personality Traits
Frannie: friendly and chill; Hazel: loving and 

somewhat nutty.

Favorite Lake Activities 
Boat rides, swimming, following the kids to 

Norman B. Barr Camp for ice cream and going to 
the Coffee Mill for blueberry muffins.

Pet Peeve 
Frannie: Dogs walking the path that want to play; 

Hazel: Dogs walking the path that don’t want  
to play!

Naughtiest Deed 
Running off the pier and following kids walking 
down the lake path to Norman B. Barr for treats!

Franny 
& Hazel
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2-year-old & 3-year-old Siberian Huskies 

Family
Keaghan, Dakota & Wolf, the Alwardt Family

Personality Traits
Energetic.

Favorite Lake Activities 
Swimming!

Pet Peeve 
Nothing annoys these boys.

Naughtiest Deed 
Taking their owners for walks and pulling. 

Niklaus 
& Elijah

4-year-old English Labrador Retriever   

Family
The Voris Family

Personality Traits
Hungry, loving, bossy and protective.

Favorite Lake Activities 
Swimming and going for boat rides!

Pet Peeve 
Being told, “Maggie, no!”

Naughtiest Deed 
Maggie thinks anything that has fallen to the 
floor is hers for the taking and eating (scraps, 

AirPods, paper towels, shoes, etc.).

Maggie
(Cover Dog)
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Penny
5-year-old Maltipoo 

 

Family
Kassie McOmber

Personality Traits
Sweet and sassy. 

Favorite Lake Activities 
Walking by the lake and taking in the sights, 

sounds and smells!

Pet Peeve 
Loud noises and the doorbell ringing.

Naughtiest Deed 
She hides her bones around the house and then 

no one can find them.

Frankie
4-year-old Basset Hound 

 

Family
The Digate Family

Personality Traits
Loves people, playful, very vocal and 

exceedingly stubborn.

Favorite Lake Activities 
Lounging on the pier and watching  

the passersby.

Pet Peeve 
Being left alone, and not getting the  

human food.

Naughtiest Deed 
Fiercely going after all the human food in sight.
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1½-year-old English Labrador Retriever 

Family: Allie & Eric Patzelt  |  Personality Traits: Unhurried.  |  Favorite Lake Activities: Retrieving his water Frisbee, and stretching into 
downward dog on the dock, in front of his onlooking audience.  |  Pet Peeve: When the house guests don’t wake up early enough to play 
because of a late night at Chuck’s.  |  Naughtiest Deed: Sneaking off to take a quick dip in the lake without mom and dad knowing.  

Benjamin Denis Gates

5-year-old Bernese Mountain Dog  
 

Family
Natalie & Garrett Schultz

Personality Traits
Everyone’s best friend! He is beyond goofy, 
extremely lovable, playful at all times and 

thinks he is a lap dog! He will always be glued 
to your side.

Favorite Lake Activities 
Loves sitting in the shallow end drinking every 
ounce of water he can get and terrorizing the 

nearest squirrel.

Pet Peeve 
Not being taken everywhere with his family.

Naughtiest Deed 
Going on neighborhood walks by himself — 

aka, running away!

Benji

CAN’T GET 
ENOUGH?

Visit atthelakemagazine.com/shop 
to pick up our 2018 book,  
“Lake Dogs”! 



To watch a Streblow emerge from 
component materials is to witness the 
miracle of fine art and craftsmanship.

The uncompromising standards executed in each of our builds 

will continue to afford you many years of memories on the 

water. Call us today to test drive one of our pre-owned boats for 

sale. There’s simply nothing better than a Streblow summer.

251 Host Dr., Lake Geneva, WI 53147  |  streblowcustomboats.com  |  262.728.6898

This is Streblow Country.



Linda Tonge is a real estate licensee affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Keefe RE agents are now licensed with Compass.

Phil Lange
Licensed Agent

phil.lange@compass.com 

262.949.5152

Linda Tonge 
Principal Agent

linda.tonge@compass.com 

262.949.6419 

GenevaLakefronts.com

Discover Lakeside Living With Us

#1
WI Compass 
Agent 2021

$80M+ 
Total Sales Volume 
2021-2022

25
Years of 
Experience

$50M+ 
Total Lakefront/
Access 2021-2022

521 Woodlawn Drive 
$549,000  •  3BD 2BA

35 South Walworth Avenue, 203 
$975,000  ·  2BD 2BA

BOAT SLIP

776 South Lakeshore Drive A
$499,000 • 2BD 1BA

BOAT SLIP



50   AT THE LAKE

East
WHEN 

50   AT THE LAKE



AUTUMN 2023   51

East
WEST

WHEN 

MEETS

KIKKOMAN FOODS INC. CELEBRATES 50 YEARS 
OF PRODUCING SOY SAUCE AND FORMING 

FRIENDSHIPS IN WALWORTH COUNTY
BY ANNE MORRISSY
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In March of 2018, longtime Williams Bay 
resident Jerre Burrough embarked on a once-in-a-lifetime 
adventure. For the past 35 years, she and her husband, Dave, 
had owned Burrough’s Floor and Wall Coverings, and their 
busy schedule had never allowed much time for international 
travel. But now, as she approached retirement, Jerre had a 
trip she wanted to take: she wanted to visit Japan. The idea 
had begun germinating many years ago, after a Japanese 
family had moved into a house behind the Burroughs’ 
house on Cherry Street in 1979. Hiroshi and Narumi 
Ikezawa had relocated to the area two years earlier to join 
a group of about 15 Japanese families, all of whom signed 
up for five-year contracts in Walworth County to help 
establish and run the first Kikkoman Foods Inc. plant 
outside of Japan. 

After the Ikezawas moved in, the two neighbors, Jerre 
and Narumi, found they had a lot in common, and 
quickly formed a friendship. Both had daughters 
that were born just a few months earlier, so they 
spent a lot of time together in their adjoining 
backyards, or walking together to the beach to 
spend the day by the water with their children. 
Narumi would invite Jerre over for lunch, 
introducing her to Japanese customs and 
food. As their girls got older, they would play 
together, and soon became fast friends, too. 

Then in 1982, when her husband’s five-year 
contract was up, Narumi and her family 
returned to Japan. But Jerre and Narumi 
stayed in touch throughout the years, 
sending letters about once a month, 
sharing the news of their lives across a 
span of 6,200 miles and 14 time zones. 
Finally, in 2018, Jerre boarded a plane to 
see her friend’s homeland, which she 
had heard so much about. Decades 
after they first met as neighbors in 
Williams Bay, Narumi was waiting at 
Tokyo’s Narita International Airport 
to meet her. This year, in a fitting 
parallel to this long friendship, 
Kikkoman is celebrating 50 years 
in Walworth County. H
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RESPECT FOR TRADITION
In the early 1970s, Kikkoman’s 
decision to open a plant in Walworth 
was just the latest development in 
the company’s very long history. The 
story of Kikkoman began in a very 
different time and place: Noda, Japan, 
in the 17th century. Today, Noda is a 
picturesque suburb about 20 miles 
northwest of Tokyo. But in the 1600s, 
Noda was a rural farming community 
in Japan’s Honshu Province, and its 
location between the Edo and Tone 
rivers was transforming the area into 
an important river port. The village 
was also located on the Kanto plain, 
where the growing conditions proved 
ideal to grow soybeans and wheat, 
two of just four ingredients necessary 
to produce soy sauce. (Salt and clean 
water are the other two.) 

In the late 1600s, capitalizing on 
this location, eight Noda families 
— the Mogi, Takanashi and Horikiri 
families among them — began 
brewing soy sauce and selling their 
product throughout Japan. More than 
two centuries later, in 1917, these 
families began selling and marketing 
their products under a single name, 
Kikkoman, and began exporting 
their product to the United States. 
Kikkoman soy sauce quickly became a 
fixture in the U.S., thanks in part to the 
popular new Chinese-food restaurants 
that were popping up around the 
country.

However, it was the U.S. occupation 
of Japan following World War II that 
expanded the American demand for 
soy sauce even further, as American 
servicemen and women, as well as 
journalists, educators and volunteers, 
developed a taste for Japanese cuisine 
and inspired a rise in its popularity 
stateside. In 1957, Kikkoman opened 
an office in San Francisco to oversee 
marketing and distribution of its soy 
sauce in the United States. Following 
this increased global demand, in 1964, 
the Noda-based company officially 
changed its name to Kikkoman 
Corporation. 

CONSTANT INNOVATION: 
AMERICAN EXPANSION
By the early 1970s, international 

Burrough (middle) in traditional Japanese dress 
at a historic Edo village with Ikezawa and her 
granddaughter, Sakuna, in 2018.

Ikezawa and her daughter, Junko, visit a third-
grade classroom in Williams Bay in 1981.

Burrough (third from left), with Ikezawa (center, 
front) and her family in Japan in 2018.
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demand for Kikkoman soy sauce 
was so steady that the company’s 
leaders decided to take a leap of faith: 
they would borrow money to build 
the first Kikkoman plant outside of 
Japan, and become one of the first 
Japanese corporations to establish 
a major production facility in the 
United States. Inside the company, 
a committee was tasked with 
investigating possible locations for 
the American plant, working with an 
American business consulting firm. 
Current honorary CEO and Chairman 
of the Board Yuzaburo Mogi was a 
member of that committee. He says 
they started with a list of more than 
200 locations, before narrowing 
their choices to about 60 sites across 
Wisconsin and Illinois. 

Ultimately, Mogi says the committee 
selected Walworth for its plentiful 
agricultural supply of the four soy 

sauce ingredients, and its central 
location, which made shipping 
fast and efficient. But he says the 
most important factor in choosing 
Walworth was the people of Walworth 
County: on visits to the area, the 
committee perceived the local 
workforce to be committed and hard-
working, and welcoming to the idea of 
living and working alongside Japanese 
employees. “We chose Walworth 
because of the circumstances and 
atmosphere,” Mogi explains. “At 
that time, this area was a farming 
area, and I understood that people in 
Wisconsin, especially in this area, they 
are hard-working people, so we could 
expect high productivity. Also, people 
around here are very friendly — they 
welcomed us. And they had a great 
interest in developing the economy, 
from agriculture to industry.” 

Once Walworth was selected as the  

site of the new plant, the company 
began partnering with local and 
regional farmers to ensure a plentiful 
supply of soybeans and wheat. 
They also began hiring and training 
American employees in the Japanese 
art of making soy sauce. Kikkoman 
employs a traditional Japanese 

“... people around 
here are very 

friendly — they 
welcomed us.”

— Yuzaburo Mogi, 
Honorary CEO, Kikkoman
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The Kikkoman plant in 
Walworth, as it appears today, 
after a $100 million expansion 
that began in 2003.
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brewing process called honjozo, to 
make a naturally and sustainably 
brewed soy sauce. This was the first 
time Americans would be involved in 
the process. The 147,000-square-foot 
plant opened in Walworth in 1973, 
with 15 Japanese employees and about 
35 American employees. The era of 
Kikkoman’s American operations had 
begun.

HARMONY AND EFFICIENCY
To this day, one of Kikkoman’s core 
corporate values is to give back 
to the communities in which the 
company operates. The plant’s grand 
opening in June, 1973, included a 
Shinto blessing of the new building 
and a community-wide celebration; 
the company published an open 
invitation for community members 
to attend. Thousands of local 
residents took part in the opening-
day festivities, which also included 
traditional Japanese folk dancing, 
singing and Taiko drumming, as well 
as tours of the factory.

To further contribute to the 
community, almost as soon as the 
plant opened, current honorary 
CEO Mogi (then the company’s 
vice president) attended the 
Governor’s Conference on Business 
Development, and began a long-
standing collaboration between the 
Midwest Governors’ Association and 
the Japanese business community that 
continues to this day. The company 
also introduced a spirit of cultural 
exchange through the five local high 
schools, offering scholarships for two 
students each summer to live with a 
family in Japan for eight weeks while 
studying the language and culture. 
The program, which began in 1978, 
continues to send Walworth County 
students to Japan today.

More recently, Kikkoman began 
working with representatives 
from the University of Wisconsin 
to study and develop sustainable 
agricultural practices and freshwater 
conservation efforts. In June, Mogi 
announced Kikkoman’s gift of two 
large grants to UW institutions: a 
$2 million grant to the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee to support TO
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A Kikkoman ad in the 
local newspapers in 1973 
inviting residents to attend 
the plant’s opening.

The Walworth plant as it 
appeared in 1973. 
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(Clockwise from top left) 
Inside the plant, soy sauce 
is fermented in large drums. 
Frequently during the process, 
the product is tested for quality. 
Finished soy sauce is bottled 
in the iconic teardrop bottle. 
Inspectors ensure the bottled 
soy sauce meets Kikkoman’s 
high standards of presentation.



AUTUMN 2023   61

the construction of the School of 
Freshwater Sciences’ research vessel 
Maggi Sue and a $3 million grant 
to the University of Wisconsin-
Madison’s College of Agricultural & 
Life Sciences. “Kikkoman’s arrival 
here launched a partnership with 
Wisconsin that has been long and 

fruitful,” says Dr. Jennifer Mnookin, 
chancellor of UW-Madison.

CONTINUING LEGACY
Today, following a $100 million 
expansion that began in 2003, 
the Kikkoman plant in Walworth 
operates seven days a week and 

employs over 200 people, most 
of them local employees working 
alongside a handful of Japanese 
employees. It is the largest naturally 
brewed soy sauce production facility 
in the world. And while soy sauce 
is still the main product brewed at 
the Walworth plant, globally the 
company produces 40 liquid and 
powder products, including teriyaki 
sauce, hoisin sauce and sweet-and-
sour sauce, among many others. In 
1998, Kikkoman added a second U.S. 
production facility in California, and 
today, the company operates a total 
of 11 plants around the world in North 
America, Europe, South America and 
Asia. Since first opening 50 years ago, 
the Walworth plant’s production 
has grown 30-fold. “For the past 50 
years, our Walworth plant has been 
the model for Kikkoman’s worldwide 
expansion,” Mogi says.

The opening of the Kikkoman plant 
in Walworth in 1973 began a period 
of friendship and cultural exchange 
between Japan and Walworth County H
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Honorary CEO Yuzaburo 
Mogi addresses the media at 
a press conference at Grand 
Geneva Resort & Spa in June.
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that continues to this day. In June, a 
delegation of more than 700 Japanese 
businesspeople and journalists 
arrived at Grand Geneva Resort & 
Spa to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of Kikkoman Walworth and attend an 
economic summit examining shared 
business opportunities between 
Wisconsin, the greater United 
States and Japan. The summit was 
attended by Wisconsin Gov. Tony 
Evers, Mogi, and many state and local 
business leaders. At the event, Evers 
congratulated Mogi on his company’s 
anniversary at the Walworth plant, 
and declared June 9, 2023, to be 
“Kikkoman Day” in Wisconsin. 

For Narumi Ikezawa and Jerre 
Burrough, the effects of Kikkoman’s 
decision to open the Walworth plant 
in 1973 are much more personal and 
have reverberated across a lifetime.  
“We’ve been wonderful friends for 
so many years now,” Burrough says, 
adding that she never guessed when 
they first met that she would one day 
be lucky enough to visit Japan. 

Ikezawa similarly treasures the many 
deep and lasting friendships she 
made in Walworth County. “When 
Kikkoman asked us to return to Japan, 
I was very sad,” she remembers. 
“From young to the elderly, I was 
surrounded with friends. We were 
blessed to spend [a] wonderful time 

[in the U.S.] thanks to the people. 
Jerre and her family are so close [to 
ours] that I do not know how I can put 
it into words. She has been a symbol 
of friendship and love between me 
and [the] people in Williams Bay ... 
[we have] so [many] friends there 
that were wonderful to us.”  C
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Wisconsin Gov. 
Tony Evers presents 
a proclamation to 
Honorary CEO Mogi 
recognizing June 9, 
2023, as “Kikkoman 
Day” in Wisconsin.
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omeowners Ray and Therese Carlson split their 
time between the western suburbs of Chicago and 

Geneva Lake, and in 2021, deep into the pandemic, they 
decided to pursue their vision for a new lake home. They 
turned to Lake Geneva’s Matustik Builders. Established 
in 2011, Matustik Builders quickly emerged as a local 
building leader, thanks to owner John Matustik’s extensive 
experience in the homebuilding industry spanning three 
decades. 

As co-owner Kathy Matustik explains, John’s passion 
and expertise in construction were deeply rooted in 

his childhood, where he eagerly assisted his father 
in renovating rental properties. “As a teen, John 
explored his love for building by actively engaging in 
various home projects,” she explains. “He continued 
his passion for building in college, obtaining a degree 
in urban planning and design.” From there, John honed 
his construction skills by working with other builders 
before ultimately striking out on his own, sensing 
an opportunity to provide a superior homebuilding 
experience to his own clients. That’s when Matusitk 
Builders started to make a name for itself among 
discriminating homeowners. 

ACHIEVING 
NEW 
HEIGHTS

H

Matustik Builders helped one couple 
achieve the mountain-inspired lake 
home of their dreams

LAKESHORE LIVING SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION
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Knowing this, the Carlsons approached Matustik Builders 
to build their new, 4,000-square-foot lake home. They knew 
they wanted to build something in a contemporary style, one 
that is more commonly found in mountain resorts. The final 
architectural design they settled on achieves the mountain 
look they wanted and boasts five bedrooms and 4½ baths, 
with breathtaking lake views. To optimize entertaining, the 
kitchen seamlessly blends into the dining and living room, 
creating a perfect great-room space for hosting family and 
friends. An additional support kitchen adjacent to the main 
kitchen adds convenience and versatility for entertaining 
purposes, and ensures that the home’s unique design 
effortlessly caters to gatherings for groups both large and 
small. 

The Carlsons were equally thoughtful about the home’s 
exterior appearance and living areas. The height of the home 
allowed the Carlsons to make use of all the available space 
on a relatively petite, 50-foot-wide lot. A spiral staircase 
provides convenient access to the breathtaking panoramic 
views from all three levels of the house. “The exterior 
features that make the home shine include the arbor over 
the garage as well as the walnut wood accents on the front 
of the house” says Therese. “We also love the windows on 
the lake side, as the colors of the water reflect onto the 
house. Additionally, the outdoor patio off the lower level is 
perfect for entertaining, boat watching and relaxing.” 

The Carlsons describe how Matustik Builders expertly 

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION | MATUSTIK BUILDERS
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managed multiple challenges related to the pandemic, 
including supply-chain delays and difficulty finding workers, 
while still delivering the home in record time. The project 
took just six months, start to finish, while continuing to 
focus on top-quality workmanship and attention to detail. 

“John attributes his remarkable success in achieving this 
feat to the incredible team he has assembled, as well as his 
adept organizational skills and rigorous scheduling,” Kathy 
says. “Their collective efforts culminate in the creation 
of remarkable homes that exemplify Matustik Builders’ 
unwavering commitment to craftsmanship, client satisfaction 
and the realization of homeowners’ dreams.” 

The interior of the Carlsons’ home is full of these artisan 
details, including a dark wood coffered ceiling in the great 
room and brick herringbone tile inlay in the entryway. 
Kathy Matustik says this attention to detail and quality 
craftsmanship is part of what sets Matustik Builders 
apart. “[John and the team] take immense pride in their 

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION | MATUSTIK BUILDERS

66   AT THE LAKE



AUTUMN 2023   67

impeccable craftsmanship, attention to 
detail and unparalleled dedication to 
nurturing client relationships,” she says. 
In addition, Matustik Builders prides 
itself on working with their clients to 
efficiently build homes in a remarkably 
short time frame. This seamless 
execution allows homeowners to 
relish every moment of “a summer at 
the lake.” 

“Collaborating with the Carlsons 
to transform their dreams to reality 
brought so much joy and satisfaction 
to our team,” Kathy explains. “The 
process was truly a delight, as the 
line between work and enjoyment 
seamlessly blurred. Matustik Builders 
thrives on bringing clients’ ideas to 
fruition, ensuring that every step of 
the journey is thoroughly enjoyed by 
everyone involved.”  

MATUSTIK BUILDERS
672 W. Main St., #533

Lake Geneva, WI 53125

888-840-9947
matustikbuilders.com

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION | MATUSTIK BUILDERS

AUTUMN 2023   67



28815 Bushnell Road, Burlington, WI 53105  |  Ph: 262-539-2124  |  www.reesmans.com

TRUST YOUR OUTDOOR LIVING TO THE REESMAN COMPANY.
For generations, The Reesman Company has been the go-to advisor and partner for all your outdoor 
needs. With our wealth of expertise, you can rest assured that you’re in capable hands. From landscape 
design to hardscapes, wood- and fire-features and beyond, our team possesses a wide array of talents 
to ensure your project’s success from inception to completion. Leveraging our e� icient operations and 
cutting-edge techniques, our unwavering commitment is to deliver the finest results and an exceptional 
experience for our clients. Experience the unparalleled di� erence of The Reesman Company today.

Premier Landscape Design & Build • Patios, Walkways & Driveways • Lighting & Water Features • Outdoor Kitchens & Fire 
Pits • Retaining Walls • Irrigation Design & Water Management • New Construction Landscape and Lawn Installations •
Residential and Commercial Services • Seasonal Preparation, Mulching & Maintenance • Custom Wood-Built Features 
including Decks, Pergolas & Gazebos



AUTUMN 2023   69

home & garden lifestyle

In the Pink
At Pier 194, on the shores of the Cedar Point Park subdivision, sits a 

circa-1961, midcentury modern house painted a distinctive shade 
of pink that has remained nearly untouched by the passing of time. 

Purchased by the Dorner family shortly after it was constructed, “The Pink 
House,” as it is affectionately named, is still owned by that family today. 
Their multi-generational ownership tells a story, more than a century in 
the making, of summers spent in Williams Bay. 

The story of three 
generations of family 
that have called this 
midcentury icon home

BY LAUREN EVE
PHOTOS BY VICTORIA MCHUGH 
PHOTOGRAPHY
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The Pink House has been a beloved 
fixture in the Dorner family for 
more than six decades. “I remember 
spending the whole summer up here 
[at the lake] from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day,” recalls Terry Dorner, a 
second-generation owner of The Pink 
House. “Lake Geneva was the greatest 
playground a kid could ask for. I find 
myself inviting people in [to the 
house] just to tell the story.” 

Here’s the story Terry tells: The 
Dorners purchased The Pink House 
in 1961, but the family had begun 
summering in Williams Bay long 
before that. The Dorners trace their 
roots back to Anton Dorner, Terry’s 
grandfather, who arrived in America 
in the early 1900s as a first-generation 
German immigrant. A trained baker, 
Anton Dorner came to Chicago and 
took a job at the local Heinemann’s 
Bakery, working diligently for founder 
William Heinemann. Eventually, 
Anton Dorner would purchase the 
bakery from Heinemann in 1935. Every 
summer beginning in the 1920s, Anton 
and his wife and children boarded a 
train from the busy streets of Chicago 
to the serene village of Williams 
Bay for a relaxing summer vacation, 
renting cottages or staying in one 
of Williams Bay’s small, family-run 
boarding houses. (The Belmont Hotel 
was a family favorite.) 

This tradition continued for more 
than three decades. Then, during the 
summer of 1961, Anton’s son, Herb 
Dorner, went on a walk along the 
Shore Path one morning and noticed 
a pink house under construction in 
Cedar Point Park. He decided to make 
an offer to buy the house from the 
builder, though Terry says the offer 
was initially rejected. However, the 
builder must have had a change of 
heart. Before the summer ended, he 
contacted Herb Dorner, and asked if 
he was still interested in purchasing 
the house. Without hesitation, Herb 
Dorner bought The Pink House, 
forever etching the property into their 
family history.

Over the years, the Chicago bakery 
continued to keep the Dorner 
family very busy. The original store 

purchased by Anton Dorner in 1935 
eventually became the largest family-
owned bakery in the Chicagoland area, 
expanding its reach from stand-alone 
bakery stores to independent grocers, 
and even partnering with the renowned 
Dominick’s Finer Foods grocery chain 
to sell its goods. The bakery was deeply 
rooted in Chicago tradition, and 
attracted locals and celebrities who 
couldn’t resist their delectable treats. 
“Film director Alfred Hitchcock would 
patronize the Heinemann’s Bakery at 
the La Salle Street train station during 
the filming of ‘North by Northwest’ 
in 1959,” says Terry. “And in 1998, our 
bakery had the privilege of providing 
basketball legend Michael Jordan with 
a spectacular cake to celebrate his 35th 
birthday.” 

Today, The Pink House keeps the family 
returning to Williams Bay summer 
after summer. Since purchasing the 
home 62 years ago, the Dorners have 
remained committed to preserving 
the home’s original character and 
midcentury-modern charm, while 
seamlessly blending in new updates. 
The five-bedroom, two-bath house still 
features many original architectural 
and design elements. In the living 
room, a vaulted ceiling with exposed 
beams creates a sense of space and 
openness, an effect which is enhanced 
by an open, floating staircase and a 
freestanding, wood-burning fireplace. 
A first-floor den features a stunning 
monkey pod wood accent wall. From 
the living room and dining area, a 
wall of sliding-glass doors leads to the 
outdoor deck, providing unmatched 
views of Geneva Lake from the point.
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In the kitchen, the mosaic tile 
backsplash featuring a sailing theme 
was designed and installed in the 
1960s by Terry’s mother, Vi Dorner, 
who celebrated her 100th birthday in 
January. Both Vi and Herb Dorner were 
talented amateur artists, and their art 
liberally decorates each room. Terry 
says these personal touches serve 
as a reminder that The Pink House 
has been a labor of love over many 
decades, one that continues today. 
Extending the creativity, Terry and 
his sister Melinda recently crafted a 
unique, handmade side table in the 
living room by repurposing parts of 
the original kitchen counter, which 
included a 1961 recessed blender. 
Repurposed in the side table, the 
blender still works, and provides 
refreshing summer beverages for 
friends and family.

In addition to the original art in the 
house, over the years, the Dorner 
family has filled The Pink House with 

treasured family heirlooms, including 
a 106-year-old Kimball player piano, 
vintage family photo albums from 
the 1920s and 1930s, and a large wall 
of framed mementos from the 1960s 
to today, including a vintage map, 
Geneva Lake Sailing School diplomas 
and family photos.

Today, the Dorner family is on its 

third generation in the Pink House, 
and they continue to hold a deep 
appreciation for the Lake Geneva area. 
In September of 2022, Terry’s son, 
Casey Dorner, and his fiancée Erin 
Duffy chose Williams Bay’s Pier 290 
for their wedding reception, nearly a 
century after his great-grandfather, 
Anton, first started bringing his family 
to the lake. “We plan to carry on the 



72   AT THE LAKE

family tradition and make memories 
for generations to come [at The Pink 
House],” Casey says.  

For neighbors and frequent visitors 
to the area, The Pink House has 
become a recognizable piece of the 
history of Geneva Lake. “The original 
pink exterior color of the house 
has become quite iconic for the 
neighborhood over the years, and will 
remain untouched,” says Terry. After 
62 years, the home continues to serve 
as a bastion of leisurely summers and 
carefree days, much as it did when 
it was first built decades ago. “With 
each passing year, and the arrival of 
new generations, The Pink House 
provides a place where time seems to 
slow down,” Terry explains. “There 
is such a generational vibe around 
Cedar Point. You run into people 
whose grandparents have been 
coming [to the lake] for generations.” 

For the Dorner Family, The Pink House 

still holds a timeless connection 
to the century-old family tradition 
of summers spent in Williams Bay. 
With a firm commitment to keeping 
the house in the family and passing 
it down through generations, the 
future of The Pink House promises 
new memories waiting to be created 

on Geneva Lake. “The Pink House 
makes it easy for us to get the family 
together,” says Terry. “It feels good 
to continue that legacy and tradition. 
We have created so many family 
memories together over the years — 
it has become a symbol of unity and 
brings joy for everyone.”  

home & garden  home tour

Geneva Lakes’ 
premier supplier of 
landscape products.
• Brick Pavers
• Retaining Walls
• Natural Stone
• Mulch and Compost
• Fertilizers
• Much More!

Our knowledgeable customer service staff 
can help with your landscape project.

W363 Walworth St., Genoa City, WI 53128
Located 10 minutes south of Lake Geneva at Hwy 12 & County Rd H

262.279.6500 • www.high-prairie.com
Delivery Available

Photos courtesy of Unilock.
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Carpet & Rug 
Cleaning Specialists

Contact us today to get in our schedule.

(262) 248-8204 • ArtisticCleaners.net

CARPET.  FURNITURE.  AREA RUG WASHING.

SPOT & ODOR.  TILE & GROUT.  VCT & LINOLEUM. 

LEATHER.  FLOOD EXTRACTION.  HARDWOOD.

“We clean it all, just call!”

Christopher  
Mulka 
Broker
708.738.9289 
cmulka@atproperties.com

With over $200 million in sales* the Martha Cucco Team is ready to help with any 
real estate needs in both Illinois and Wisconsin.

Martha  
cucco 

broker associate
262.949.4493 
martha@atproperties.com licensed in wisconsin & illinois

*MRED, LLC and Flexmls®, based on closed sales data, 1/1/1989-9/15/2020.

New Season, 
New Views at the Lake!
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If you’re a boat owner, autumn can 
be an incredible time on the lake, 

with cooler temps, fewer crowds 
and beautiful scenery to enjoy. But 
as the temps get colder and winter 
approaches, it is crucial to start 
preparing your boat for the off-season. 
By winterizing your boat now, you 
will ensure it remains in excellent 
condition, ready to hit the water again 
when spring arrives. 

We’ve asked the experts what steps 
they recommend for winterizing your 
boat to provide an easy transition from 
one boating season to the next. Below, 
employees from Jerry’s Majestic 
Marine in Fontana and Gage Marine in 
Williams Bay give their quick and easy 
checklists to help you prepare your 
boat for winter.

1.	 Ensure that your boat is completely 
dry by taking out all wet items, 
such as towels and life jackets. 

2.	 Make sure there is no water in your 
bilge, so the bilge pump doesn’t 
freeze during the winter. 

3.	 Clean any surface dirt from your 
boat by wiping down all cushions, 

covered areas, fiberglass and 
dashboard areas. 

4.	 Clean the exterior of your boat 
using soap and water to wash off 
any debris.

5.	 Remove all marine growth from 
the bottom of your boat.

6.	 Cover or trim your propeller cavity 
so that it won’t fill with water or 
snow.

7.	 If your boat has a built-in 
refrigerator, remove all food and 
drink, and prop open the fridge 
door for good air circulation. 

8.	 If your boat has a cabin with 
air conditioning, add hydrogen 
peroxide to the air conditioner 
condensation pan to prevent algae 
overgrowth.

9.	 If your boat has a head (bathroom), 
pump and flush your waste 
system thoroughly before adding 
antifreeze.

10.	Inspect your boat for any necessary 
repairs during the off-season.

As always, if you are not comfortable 
winterizing your boat yourself, it 
is best to call a professional for 
assistance. Marine professionals will 
have the expertise and knowledge, 
as well as the required materials, 
equipment and expert staff to take 
care of all types of boats. Whether you 
choose the DIY route or hire a marine 
professional, good boat winterization 
practices will ensure that you won’t 
miss a beat when boating season rolls 
around again.  

A quick and easy guide to boat winterization and storage from local experts
BY LAUREN EVE

home & garden  boat maintenance
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“If you want to keep 
your boat in good 
condition during 
the off-season, it’s 
important to take 
steps to protect it.”

— Bill Grunow,  
General Manager, Marine 

Division, Gage Marine

Ship to Shore
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696 Kenosha Street, Walworth (across from Daniels Foods)  |  262.275.5067  |  genevalakeundercovercanvas.com

 z PIER CANOPY SALES & SERVICE
 z CUSTOM BOAT COVERS
 z PORCH CURTAINS 
 z CANVAS SEWING 
 z CONTRACT SEWING

  Fabricators of Fabricators of 
Custom Canvas Covers Custom Canvas Covers 

pier290.com • 262-245-2100 • 1 Liechty Drive, Williams Bay

BEAUTIFUL FALL LAKESIDE DINING
Cozy Fire Pits • Fall Colors • Tasty Food

Amazing Lake Views • Live Music Every Weekend

LAKE LIFE BEGINS WITH GAGE
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1  GREEN FERN CANDLEHOLDERS; Large $43.99, Medium, $30, Fontana Home, Fontana | 2  ANTLER 
STAKES; $12.99 each, Fontana Home, Fontana | 3  AUTUMN PILLOW; $34.95, The Cashmere Compass, 
Walworth | 4  “A WICKED WELCOME” SIGN; $24.95, The Cashmere Compass, Walworth | 5  BLANKET; 
$99, Angelus Home & Garden, Walworth | 6  PUMPKINS; Medium $9.95, Large $14.95, Small $6.95, The 
Cashmere Compass, Walworth | 7  CANDLE; $39, Angelus Home & Garden, Walworth | 8  LANTERN; $99, 

Angelus Home & Garden, Walworth

trending
at the lake

home & garden  shopping

Dress up your porch or deck for autumn with  
these cozy accessories from local shops
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What we do how well we do it
New & Used Boat Sales
Pier & Lift Services  
Boat Club
Parts, Service & Storage

#1 Bennington Dealer in Wisconsin 
#1 Inboard Dealer in the Midwest
#1 Nautique Dealer in Wisconsin
5 Star Certified Dealer by MRAA

SERVING THE LOCAL BOATING COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Lake geneva
N2062 S Lakeshore Drive,  Lake Geneva, WI 53147   |   BoatHouseH2o.com    |   262-203-5293
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How one family 
channeled classic 
southern gentility 

in their Lauderdale 
Lakes retreat
BY JESSICA ELSE

PHOTOS BY WARREN JORDAN

SOUTHERN 
CHARM-INSPIRED
Lake Life
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G
ary and Shara Storandt have owned a home on 
the Lauderdale Lakes for the past 30 years, so 
when they decided to build a new lake house just 
four houses down the street from their previous 
house, they wanted their home to reflect their 

longevity in the area. 
With a vision of creating a 
“new, old lake house” for 
themselves as well as their 
children and grandchildren, 
they finished construction 
on the 5,000-square-foot 
home on Mill Lake in May 
of 2022. 

As with their previous lake 
house, the family plans to 
spend summers at the new, 
Mill Lake house. The Storandts also have a home outside 
of Chicago and spend some of their time in Florida. But 
in the summertime, the lake house is the center of the 
family’s activity. “Last weekend we had 17 people for 
dinner,” Shara said during a recent interview. “The family 
definitely takes advantage of it [the lake house].” 

Four rocking chairs sit on a wide, open front porch 
that runs along the front of the white home, a nod to 
the origins of the home’s classic, southern design. 
When the Storandts were looking for design ideas for 
their new lake home, they found a strong vision and a 

set of architectural plans in 
Southern Living magazine. 

Long before having a home 
here, Shara would visit the 
lakes after being introduced 
to them by her aunt and 
uncle. Back when she first 
started coming to the lakes, 
the homes were smaller and 
designed in a different style 
than the larger, more modern 
homes currently being built. 

“They’re beautiful homes, but we simply wanted our 
house to look like it had been built years ago,” Shara says. 

To build this dream home, the Storandts worked with 
Lake Geneva home builder Tom Ajamian, who they had 
worked with before on additions to their previous lake 

“In the morning, it’s spectacular 
because all of the windows face east 
and you get to see the whole lake out 

in front of you.”

— Shara Storandt 
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house. Ajamian introduced the couple 
to architect Joe Wilburn, who is also 
headquartered in Lake Geneva, and 
together they made subtle changes 
to the floor plans from the magazine. 
Then, the project started. “It was just 
fun coming up all the time and seeing 
the progress they made, Shara says. 
“And it turned out great.”

The new Storandt lake house has six 
bedrooms, three full bathrooms and 
two half bathrooms, and sits on half 
an acre with 65 feet of lake frontage. 
Compared to the genteel design of 
the main floor, the lower-level design 
is more modern and was added after 
they’d settled on plans for the home. 
“It wasn’t intended to be a big place, 
but we found out we could add an 
English basement, so we did,” Shara 
said. “It’s a good thing, too, because 
now we have more bedrooms, all with 
windows above grade.”

On the main floor, the home has the 
classic southern charm that Gary 
and Shara had wanted all along. “We 
kind of flip-flopped [the architectural 
design], but we tried to stick to those 
[Southern Living] plans,” Shara said. 
“We had the concept all along and 
kept with the old-style design.” 

Inside, a beautifully tiled fireplace 
complements floor-to-ceiling doors 
and windows in an open living, dining 
and kitchen space that offers sweeping 
views of the lake. The Storandts opted 
for warm, classic décor and finishes, 
alongside contemporary appliances 
and modern amenities, plus a few 
modern architectural touches. But 
the focus remained on making the 
house look like it had been there for 
a long time. Even the landscaping 
leading from the lake up to the house 
was planned to evoke lakeshore 
nostalgia.

The Storandts explain that, while 
designing the house was a faster-than-
average process, building the house 
took over a year due to pandemic-
related supply and shipping delays, as 
well as difficulty finding workers. “It 
was just Tom and two or three others 
building the house because they had 
a hard time finding help [during 

the pandemic] so they could meet 
their deadlines,” Shara said. “But 
he was great with bringing in all the 
subcontractors.” 

Once the home was completed, Shara 
set to decorating and furnishing the 
entire space, starting from scratch 
because the couple sold all their 
furniture with their previous lake 

(Top) A gas fireplace in the living room 
keeps the house cozy during colder 
weather. (Above) A striking painting 
over the bed in the primary suite lends 
personality to the space, while plantation 
shutters continue the southern design 
theme that runs throughout the home.



Asphalt•Synthetics•Restoration•Cedar•Metal 
License #104-003386

Cedar Rooong Company, LLC

Cedar Roofing Company, LLC
Lake Geneva, WI  262-203-7663
Lake Forest, IL  847-247-4400

Est. 1982

Asphalt  •  Synthetics  •  Restoration  •  Cedar  •  Metal
Repair  •  Restore  •  Replace

License #104-003386
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(Top) The Storandts say the home’s 
screened porch is a highlight, 
providing a cool and breezy space 
to enjoy views of Mill Lake. (Left) 
The large kitchen island is perfect 
for preparing meals for the many 
friends and family members who 
visit. Bentwood pendant lights 
and leather-covered stools lend 
a modern touch to the traditional 
kitchen design. (Above) In the 
kitchen, floating shelves with built-
in lighting provide storage and 
display space.
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house. They left everything in the 
old house for the new homeowners. 
So, in addition to poring over paint 
samples, flooring options and cabinet 
colors, the Storandts also spent 
months deciding on couches and 
tables, bedding and curtains, area 
rugs and other furniture and décor, 
and waiting for delivery on many of 
those items as well. 

Shara says that decorating the entire 
home took a lot of effort, and while 
it was fun to envision the final result 
and to choose décor, ultimately she 
found the process exhausting. “It’s fun 
to think about what your kitchen is 
going to look like and things like that, 
but you also have to pick out 25 light 
fixtures,” she said. “We were shopping 
continuously for everything.”

But now, in their second summer in the 
home, Shara feels she’s found enough 
décor that reflects a minimalistic, 
southern-style aesthetic to be able to 
take a break from decorating while 
still feeling satisfied with the home. 
“I don’t know what I call my style — 
maybe it’s cozy minimalist,” she says. 

The primary bedroom is one of her 
favorite spaces, decorated with an 
emphasis on functionality, but with 
a lot of personality from a large 
piece of art over the bed. On the lake 
side of the home, the main living 
space benefits from all the natural 
light spilling in from every angle 

Exposed wooden beams on the 
ceiling of the living and dining areas 
add warmth to the space, while a 
showstopping chandelier provides a 
warm glow.

1532 Fairway Ln., Elkhorn, WI 
Phone: (262) 723-7020 

tstepp@budgetblinds.com
www.budgetblinds.com

Enlightened Style Dual Shades

Serving our community since 1999 with 88 years of combined experience
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throughout the day, creating a warm, 
uplifting feel in the whole space. “In 
the morning, it’s spectacular because 
all of the windows face east and you 
get to see the whole lake out in front 
of you,” Shara says. 

But the best feature of the house, 
according to Shara (and the 
consensus of her family and friends), 
is the screened porch on the north 
side of the house. The space has a 
view of the lake and allows for the 
feeling of being outside without 
the annoyance of bugs or risk of 
sunburn. “No matter the weather, we 
get a breeze that goes through, and it 
[the porch] seems to be everybody’s 
favorite,” Shara says. “And the view 
of the lake is different even though 
we just moved a few houses down.”

The Storandts are extremely 
pleased with the end result of 
building their new lake home. From 
water sports and sunbathing to 
family dinners and summer holiday 
celebrations, they’ve used the space 

to relax, bond as a family and enjoy 
life. “People just show up,” Shara 
says, describing how her 18-year-
old granddaughter turned up at the 
house recently just because she was 

bored and looking for something to 
do for the evening. “It’s fun to have 
family pop in all the time,” she says. 
“You just have to have a big table to 
seat everyone.”  

Natural wood rocking chairs on the screened porch complement white rocking 
chairs on the open porch, all of which allow for comfortable viewing of the home’s 
spectacular lake views.

TIMELESS HOME FURNISHINGS, VINTAGE AND GIFTS
158 Fontana Blvd.  §  Fontana, WI  §  262-394-5088  §  www.Fontana-Home.com



AUTUMN 2023   89
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better living

For the Birds
T  hanks to the hospitable lake environment, sprawling prairies 

and towering, old-growth trees, birds of all kinds flock to the 
Lake Geneva region. Downy woodpeckers, sandhill cranes, 

goldfinches, cardinals and Great Blue herons are just some of the 
beautiful birds that call this area home. But not everyone realizes that 
all of the area’s birds — both resident and migratory — have a local, 
municipal committee on their side, encouraging sound environmental 

Lake Geneva Avian 
Committee promotes  
local birding through 
protection and education  

BY SHELBY DEERING

A family of bird-watchers 
enjoys the purple martin 
houses tended by the  
Lake Geneva Avian 
Committee in Library Park.
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preservation of bird habitats and 
promoting bird appreciation in the 
community. 

Formed in 2011 with six citizen 
appointees and one alderperson, 
the Lake Geneva Avian Committee 
promotes the protection of area birds 
and sponsors a variety of activities 
for the public, offering community 
fun and education related to birding. 
Since its formation more than a 
decade ago, the committee has 
successfully achieved its goal to have 
Lake Geneva named an official “Bird 
City Wisconsin.” 

Amid the 96 recognized Bird Cities 
in the state, Lake Geneva is one of 
32 that have achieved “High Flyer” 
status, meaning that the city has 
gone above and beyond when it 
comes to bird habitat conservation 
and public education. The city of 
Lake Geneva is in good company 
with fellow “High Flyer” Bird City 
Williams Bay. 

To be named a Bird City, the 
Wisconsin town has to meet six 
requirements, including habitat 
protection and monitoring, removal 
of threats to birds and outreach with 
the public. These are things that the 
Lake Geneva Avian Committee does 
in spades. As Lake Geneva Avian 

Committee member Carol 
Zimmermann explains, the 
committee sponsors several 
annual projects and events to 
promote local birding. 

One such project is a 
partnership with Alliant 
Energy. Using a grant from 
that company, the committee 
has been able to purchase 
and loan out bird-watching 
kits from the Lake Geneva 
Public Library. “The vivid 
green shoulder-strap bags 
have a pair of binoculars, bird 
identification resources and 
information on birding hot 
spots around Lake Geneva,” 
Zimmermann shares, adding 
that with the popularity of 

the program, the committee hopes 
to inspire new birdwatchers and to 
make this “gentle sport” accessible 
to everyone, regardless of their 
income.

Another project sponsored by 
the Avian Committee is a multi-
disciplinary curriculum through 
the Lake Geneva Schools. Called 
“Learning to Soar,” the semester-
long program introduces fifth-grade 
students to basic facts about birds and 
migration, culminating in a research-
based experience that students share 
with the public during an event 

intended to inspire local residents to 
understand and enjoy birds. 

For the past three years, this  
research-based experience has 
taken the form of a student-created 
“Storybook Trail” at the Four 
Seasons Nature Preserve on Highway 
H in Lake Geneva. Zimmermann 
says that this project is designed to 
promote bird watching for children 
and families and has served as the 
capstone for the curriculum. “The 
students are asked to complete the 
trail using a process called project-
based learning,” Zimmermann 
says. “Students meet with 
‘clients’ to understand the project 
requirements. In our case, the 
clients are the members of the Avian 
Committee. The mission that we 
give the students is that they create 
a trail experience that inspires 
younger, first-grade level readers to 
learn about migratory birds.” 

The project also involves the fifth-
grade students writing and illustrating 
an original story about a bird who 
migrates to the preserve. Zimmermann 
explains that the pages of the book the 
students create correspond to nine 
specific locations along the trails in the 
nature preserve. The pages are then 
posted at each location on the trail, 
along with an “amazing bird fact” and 
an activity that a child can complete 
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Local elementary school 
students explore the 
Storybook Trail in the Four 
Season Nature Preserve.

“Bird condos” 
maintained by the Avian 
Committee promote 
nesting for local birds.
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better living  bird-watching

on site, creating the 
interactive “Storybook 
Trail.”

In the past three 
years, the original 
stories have focused 
on a family of tree 
swallows and the 
migration journeys of 
bluebirds and purple martins, 
which are plentiful in the Lake Geneva 
area. In fact, there are dozens of 
purple martin houses that can be 
spotted along the Geneva Lake Shore 
Path, carefully tended by Lake Geneva 
Avian Committee members. 

Zimmermann says that each of the 
purple martin “condos” has multiple 
nest boxes for these cavity-dwelling 
birds to occupy when they migrate 
to Lake Geneva from South America 
in the spring. Volunteers check on 
the birds multiple times per week 
to inspect nest boxes for eggs and, 

later, check on the welfare 
of the nestlings. As a 

result of these efforts, 
the local migratory 
colony continues to 
thrive. 

Another busy spot for 
feathered friends? The 

Geneva Lake Museum’s 
decommissioned chimney, 

which has become a communal 
roost for visiting chimney swifts. 
As the hollow trees preferred by 
these swifts are increasingly 
cut down, the birds have 
adapted to chimneys as a 
suitable habitat to build 
their nests.  In early 
autumn, thousands 
of swifts roost in the 
museum’s chimney, 
coming out at dusk to eat 
as many insects as they can. 
As they emerge from their chimney 
nest, these flocks of birds form a 

vortex that Zimmermann says is truly 
hypnotic to observe. The natural 
show has become an annual tradition 
at the museum: “Swift Night Out.” 
The free program sponsored by the 
Avian Committee has become a big 
draw in recent years — over 250 
people have attended past events. 

Zimmermann says that there are 
plenty of reasons to care about the 
birds of Lake Geneva: the sheer joy of 
hearing their songs and calls; spotting 
their vivid colors and patterns; their 

role in the ecosystem as 
natural bug control; and the 

fact that the act of bird-
watching can provide us 
with an opportunity to 
get outdoors and enjoy 
our natural world.

This year’s Swift Night Out 
will take place on Thursday, 

Sept. 7. For more information, visit the 
Geneva Lake Museum website.  LE
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Q&A 
New youth services 

librarian creates imaginative 
opportunities for families

BY SHELBY DEERING

The Reading
Room

Last spring, Wendy Finley was 
promoted to the role of Youth 
Services Librarian at the Lake Geneva 
Public Library.  With the completion 
of the recent $1.3-million-dollar 
renovations at the library, Finley 
says she’s excited to make use of the 
refreshed spaces to bring literacy and 
community-building opportunities 
to young learners in new and fun and 
ways. We asked her a few questions 
about her role at the library and her 
plans for the new school year.

ATL: What are things you do every 
day as the Youth Services Librarian?

WF: I communicate with teachers 
to schedule visits from local schools. 
During the school year, I usually have 
one or two class visits a day. I also talk 
to families and community members 
in the library to understand how I can 
better serve them. Then, I plan and 
offer programming. Programming is 

where I get to interact with our youth 
and see their imagination, creativity 
and problem-solving at work. That is 
what I love most.

ATL: What do you have planned at 
the library over the next school year? 

WF: I will continue with the 
programming that consistently draws 
large attendance, such as storytime, 
STEM night, Chess Club and Sensory 
Playtime. I plan to highlight our 
exuberant community and talented 
youth, working with groups such 
as The Combining Cultures Dance 
Club, The Dynamic Dolphins Choir 
and Arts Clubs at Badger. My goal 
is to shine a light on the wealth of 
resources we have right here in Lake 
Geneva and the surrounding areas.

ATL: Why is it important that kids 
start experiencing a love for reading 
at a young age?

WF: I want children to develop a love 
of the library as a place of learning 
as early as possible. When children 
come to storytime, they learn that the 
library is a warm place where we tell 
stories, we play with toys that spark 
our imagination and where we learn 
new things like how to finger knit. 
Those are the building blocks for a 
well-developed sense of belonging, 
curiosity and knowledge. The library 
becomes a place to go to be part of 
the community.

ATL: How does the Lake Geneva 
Public Library make life better for 
area kids?

WF: The library is a place where 
all kids and families are welcome. 
Everyone can come to our programs 
and take advantage of our offerings 
and services free of charge. It never 
ceases to amaze me how many 
kids and adults light up when I say 
that everything at the library is 
free. Even at such a young age, the 
school-age children that come for 
visits have a hard time believing that 
they don’t have to pay anything for 
a library card. They have access to 
the Internet, top-notch musicians, 
performers, educators, art, STEM 
activities, books and one of the best 
views you could ask for anytime they 
want.  H

O
LL

Y 
LE

IT
N

ER

94   AT THE LAKE

better living  community



AUTUMN 2023   95

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT’S 
WISCONSIN: HOW AMERICA’S 
MOST FAMOUS ARCHITECT 
FOUND INSPIRATION IN HIS 
HOME STATE 
BY KRISTINE HANSEN

This beautiful guidebook 
(written by an At The Lake 
contributor!) gives short 
histories of Frank Lloyd 
Wright designs built in 
Wisconsin, including several 

in the Lake Geneva and Delavan areas. 
Full-color photos illustrate the progression 
of Wright’s style from earlier Prairie-style and 
four-square designs to the later Usonian 
period. Enjoyable reading for Wright 
aficionados and casual readers alike. 

AMERICAN GODS  
BY NEIL GAIMAN

Continue your tour of 
Wisconsin’s architectural 
landmarks with Neil 
Gaiman’s Americana 
mythology epic. This 
fantasy novel will take 

you on a fantastical road trip to Lakeside, 
Madison and The House on the Rock 
in Spring Green, as well as many other 
quirky and unusual American landmarks. 

WEIRD WISCONSIN  
BY LINDA S. GODFREY AND 
RICHARD D. HENDRICKS

Touching on people, 
places and phenomena, 
this anthology chronicles 
both interesting historical 
happenings in the state 

(including Delavan’s circus history), and 
local legends like the Beast of Bray Road. 
(Godfrey, the late, local author, was the 
expert on this subject.) A great starting 
point for a weird and wonderful tour of  
our state. 

Looking for some good autumn reads 
with a local tie-in? Lake Geneva Public 

Library Community Engagement 
Librarian Ellen Ward-Packard shares a 

few suggestions.

At The 
LIBRARY

B o u t i q u e  C u s t o m  F l o o r i n g  M a n u f a c t u r e r
F r e n c h  &  G e r m a n  O a k ,  Re c l a i m e d  H a r d w o o d , 

C u s t o m  F i n i s h i n g ,  S t a i r  Pa r t s  a n d  A c c e s s o r i e s 
s a l e s @ h a r d w o o d s o f w i s c o n s i n . c o m  |  h a r d w o o d s o f w i s c o n s i n . c o m

 of  WISCONSIN
HARDWOODS

C a r b o n i ze d  F r e n c h  O a k  F e a t u r i n g  a  C u s t o m  I n v i s i b l e  U V  F i n i s h

Purveyors of fine building materials: 
Custom wood flooring, stairs, furniture, windows & doors.  
hardwoodsofwisconsin.com | Exceeding your expectations

Carbonized French Oak Featuring a Custom Invisible UV Finish

Professional 
Dance Instruction 

Ages 3 to Adult

Fall classes begin  
Tuesday, September 5th.  

Please visit baadance.com 
to register today!

3219 County Trunk H, 
Lake Geneva

262-249-6886 

Founder/Owner: Shannon Levitt

Photography by Carrie Koster, Just Me Imagery
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Prime Choice Meats
As the days start getting shorter and the temperatures start falling, 

autumn is actually the perfect time for outdoor grilling. Why 
not have some friends over to watch the big game while cooking 

up the best burgers, brats and steaks the Lake Geneva area has to offer? 
Several top-quality, local butchers and meat markets are ready to me(a)t 
and exceed your autumn grilling needs.

Local butchers and 
meat markets are 
ready to meet all your 
autumn grilling needs

BY SARAH KOEHLER 
PHOTOS BY HOLLY LEITNER

All about cuisine
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Today, while many folks still use a 
classic Weber, grill options have also 
gotten a lot fancier, including “cooking 
systems” such as the Big Green Egg 
or other kamado-style cookers, plus 
smokers, flat-top griddles and more. 
The days of waiting 20 or 30 minutes 
for charcoal to heat up are gone, as 
many homes now have their grills 
tied directly into their home gas-
line, allowing for year-round grilling. 
Whichever type of grill you choose, 
start with a great cut of meat, and then 
cook it to your likeness. For those new 
to the grill game, your local butcher 
can help you with advice for every 
kind of meat on every kind of grill.

Lake Geneva Country Meats (5907 
State Road 50 East) offers a large array 
of hard-to-find cuts, as well as both 
fresh and frozen butcher cuts. Vice 
president Nick Vorpagel says 
the most popular item at the 
store is the fresh cherry 
bratwurst. “Every year 
we keep selling more 
and more of these,” he 
says. “It sounds a little 
weird, but this isn’t a 
super sweet sausage or 
packed with cherry. I think 
that people try it for the first 
time as a novelty or because they 
see so many other people ordering it, 

but then they love it and can’t imagine 
getting anything else.”

For fall, Vorpagel says bringing 
together pork and apples is the perfect 
classic combination: “Pulled pork 
shoulder with an apple-cider-and-
onion barbecue sauce is a yummy 
twist on traditional pulled pork, or 
pork tenderloin and apple kabobs 
on the grill are delicious and a good 
way to use some extra apples. And, of 
course, pork chops and apple sauce is 
a classic!”

Lake Geneva Country Meats’ website 
also features recipes and game day 
ideas. Try the bacon-wrapped chicken 
tenders, or opt for “Green and Gold” 
brats: fresh cheddar and pepper 
bratwurst topped with Wisconsin 
cheddar cheese, caramelized onions, 
sauteed jalapeño peppers, chopped 
green onions and bacon! 

Another option for fresh cuts of 
meat, personalized service and a 
wide selection is Johnstown Meat 
Company in Walworth (114 Madison 
St.) or Janesville (10249 E. County 
Road A). Owned and operated by 
“Frank the Butcher,” Johnstown is 
known for their high-quality products, 
many of which are boxed into packs for 
economical pricing and convenience. 
Frank is most proud of the store’s 
“old-world ways:” “We do things here 
the way it was done 100 years ago — 
everything by hand,” he says. 

He’s also not afraid to experiment 
with new flavors — and he encourages 
customers to do the same! Recently, 
a new, smaller grinder was added 

to the equipment line at the 
Walworth location, allowing 

for smaller batches of 
product to be created. 
The Janesville location 
has larger equipment, 
and processes larger 
batches — literally 

thousands of pounds of 
meat each week. 

Frank says the bacon-cheddar 
smashburgers and Johnstown’s hand-
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Our grains are 
locally grown 

like our founders.
Take it from us. Our grains don’t come from somewhere else. They’re grown 

right here. By local family farmers we’ve known for generations. Genuine craft 
distilling. Just over the state line from Lake Geneva. Where our roots are.

seek the creek 
wherever craft 
spirits are sold 

or served.

SCAN HERE TO SEE 
UPCOMING LIVE MUSIC, 

FOOD TRUCKS AND OTHER 
EVENTS
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sliced bacon are customer favorites, 
but with this new equipment, he’s 
looking forward to trying things like 
brisket burgers, rib eye burgers and 
even short-rib burgers. He suggests 
these richer, heartier burgers for 
fall. You can also check out Frank’s 
videos on Facebook for more cooking 
tips, serving suggestions and store 
announcements. 

Perhaps you’re looking for something 
that can be brought to your door 
instead? In that case, check out Alden 
Hills Organic Farms. Located in 
Walworth and managed by Emily and 
Levi Powers, the farm specializes in 
certified-organic meats, including 
grass-fed beef, pastured poultry and 
pork, and fresh eggs. Alden Hills 
operates on a pickup- and delivery-
based model — no physical store 
exists.  Place your order online for 
pickup seven days a week, or opt for 
Alden Hills’ delivery routes throughout 
the Lake Geneva area. Emily says 
Alden Hills’ best-selling item is their 
pastured, certified-organic bacon, and 
they often have a hard time keeping 
it in stock. But don’t worry — they’ll 
always have more in the works.

If you’re looking for 
top-quality classic 
meats or feeling a bit 
more adventurous 
and would like to 
try something new, 
head to Wilson Farm 
Meats in Elkhorn (406 S. 
Wisconsin St.). Scott Wilson, 
a fifth-generation farmer, opened 
Wilson Farm Meats in 2004. In 2018, 
it became a USDA-inspected facility, 
which has allowed Wilson’s to sell 
their locally grown meats to elite 
restaurants throughout Wisconsin 

and Illinois, in addition to offering a 
full selection of fresh and frozen meats 
direct to consumers in their Elkhorn 
store. Wilson’s features classic beef 

and pork cut to order, and also offers 
more exotic seasonal meats 

like goose, pheasant, bison, 
venison, whole ducks and 
rabbits, Cornish hens, 
turkey and seafood.

Also carrying on a family 
tradition is Sorg’s Quality 

Meats and Sausages in Darien 
(N4290 U.S. Hwy. 14). Now in 

its second and third generations of 
ownership, Sorg’s specializes in custom 
butchering and meat processing, 
offering everything from chicken, 
steak and lamb chops to bison. Their 
wide selection of bratwursts (50 and 
counting) has won awards, and their 

food & drink  meat market guide

The Lake Geneva Country Meats website (lakegenevacountrymeats.com) 
has dozens of recipes, links to food resources and tips for learning about 
different flavor profiles — including a “Flavor School” section that will 
take you from A-Z, Adobo to Za’Atar.
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on-site store also features plenty of 
complementary foods to serve with 
their meats, including local cheeses, 
homemade meat and fruit pies, 
vegetables, pickled products, sauces 
and seasonings, jams and jellies, as well 
as a variety of meat snack sticks, jerky 
and landjaeger. 

No matter where you shop, the 
consensus from all of the local butchers 
is the same: don’t be afraid to venture a 
bit out of your comfort zone. For fall, 
try a new main-course meat, and pair it 
with something that reflects the colors 
of the season. Sample a seasonable 
grilled butternut squash, or lightly oiled 
and seasoned zucchini slices, and serve 
your meats with a fresh-from-the-oven 
slice of cornbread. 

Or, for a simpler option, you can still 
grill up burgers, but opt for more 
“autumn flavors,” such as a chicken-
apple sausage, or a rosemary-and-sage 
turkey burger. Serve with traditional 
stuffing, cranberry sauce and grilled 
(or roasted) baby red garlic potatoes. 
Once you begin experimenting with 
the area’s locally raised meats, you’ll 
find that grilling hours last much 
longer than the daylight.

Frank of Johnstown Meat 
Company says that “yes,” you 
can grill a roast! Try a beef 
roast — either rump or chuck 
roasts work best — and grill 
them “low and slow” to get 
the same even cooking and 
tenderness you would get 
from the oven. 

Aim to keep the grill at about 
400 degrees; a 2-3 pound 
roast should take about 1 hour 
to reach a medium-rare temp 
(145 degrees internally). 

You can also slice the meat for 
sandwiches and wraps!  

Grilling 
Outside the Box

Artisan 
Hard Ciders

•
Elegant Orchard

Wines
•

Wisconsin Grown
Brandy & Whiskey

Relaxed Rural Setting
30 minutes from Lake Geneva

www.appletrue.com
(262) 878-5345
Burlington, WI

Heirloom Apples
Fresh Pressed Cider

Aug - Nov
www.brightonwoodsorchard.com

(262) 878-3000

Burlington, WI
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When Lake Geneva resident 
Laura McGough was growing 

up, her father, a senior executive 
at Motorola, would often spend his 
leisure time cooking and trying to 
perfect the recipes from gourmet 
cooking magazines. From him, 
McGough inherited her passion for 
the gourmet.

“My father always challenged himself 
to make the food on the covers,” 
McGough says. “He was very talented. 
As I started to experiment more and 
more with cooking and sharing the 
food with friends, my love of the 
experience just continued to grow.  At 
one point, I was finally ready to give 
up corporate life [in the insurance 
industry] and pursue my dreams.”

Though she had no formal restaurant 
experience and had never been to 
culinary school, McGough found 
that, much like her father, her 
relaxation and leisure time away 
from her corporate work was most 
gratifying when she was cooking and 
entertaining. For many years, friends 
and family had flocked to McGough’s 
home in Chicago for the food and 
atmosphere, so when she left her 
corporate job, she created a new career 
for herself as a personal chef and 
caterer. Remembering her frequent 
visits from friends and family, she 
named her new business FLOCK. 

While many chefs might dream of 
venturing to famous food cities like 
New York or even Paris, McGough 

had no desire to chase the city lights. 
She and her family had been coming 
to Lake Geneva for decades, and she 
knew it would be a perfect location 
for her new business venture. 

“We entertained large groups 
frequently,” she says.  “All of 
our friends wanted me to open a 
restaurant and they offered to be 
investors; however, I enjoy a more 
quaint, high-quality experience.”

When the original caretaker’s home 
to the 1890 lakefront mansion Stone 
Manor came up for sale in Lake 
Geneva, McGough and her husband 
learned that it had a kitchen which 
was already zoned for commercial 
use, and they bought it the same day 
it went on the market. Two years 
later, the couple further expanded 
the commercial kitchen, and Laura’s 
dream became a reality. 

“We chose Lake Geneva because 
it is still close to the city, but it 
allowed me to pursue my dreams in a 

Personal chef Laura McGough of FLOCK shares her 
story, and a few recipes
 
BY SARAH KOEHLER | PHOTOS BY HOLLY LEITNER

Gourmet Ambitions
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gorgeous community,” she explains. 
“Every time I wake up, I still feel like I 
am on vacation.”

As the chef-owner of FLOCK, 
McGough works as a personal chef 
and caterer, planning, cooking and 
serving gourmet meals for groups 
of 25 or fewer guests, prepared in 
her own commercial kitchen and 
delivered to events around the area. 
McGough also offers personal chef 
services, where she works with 
the client to plan the menu, then 
completes the meal planning and 
shopping, coming to clients’ homes 
to serve an intimate, personalized 
dinner. Depending on the clients’ 
needs, she can also prepare meals 
that can be stored in the refrigerator 
or freezer.

As we enter the fall grilling season, we 
asked McGough to share a few recipes 
for delicious sides to serve with your 
favorite grilled meats.  

PICO DE GALLO 
Serves: 6 as an appetizer

	• 1 lb. tomatoes, diced
	• ½ onion, chopped
	• 1 jalapeño pepper (seeded if you 

want to lighten the heat), diced
	• ½ cup cilantro, chopped
	• Juice from 1 lime
	• Pinch of salt
	• Pinch of freshly ground black pepper 

1.	 Mix the diced tomatoes, onion, 
jalapeño and cilantro in a medium 
bowl. 

2.	 Add the lime juice and season with 
salt and pepper. 

3.	 Refrigerate until ready to use.	

BLEU CHEESE-STUFFED 
MUSHROOMS
Serves: 12 as an appetizer

	• 12 Cremini mushrooms
	• Compound herb butter (cultured 

butter at room temperature 
combined with fresh herbs 
in a food processor)

	• Bleu cheese, crumbled

1.	 Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 
2.	 Melt herb butter in a pan on 

medium heat. 
3.	 Brush the mushrooms off with a 

Premium

 Cig
ars

Fine Sp
irit

s
YOUR SEAT AWAITS...

CIGARS, SPIRITS 
AND CELEBRATIONS
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damp paper towel and remove the 
stems. 

4.	 Sauté the mushrooms in the herb 
butter until browned, turning once.

5.	 Remove the mushrooms from the 
pan and arrange in an oven-safe 
baking dish. 

6.	 Stuff the mushrooms with high-
quality bleu cheese and bake in the 
oven for approximately 15 minutes 
at until the cheese melts. 

7.	 Serve immediately.  

SMOKY EGGPLANT DIP
Serves: 6 as an appetizer

	• 3 medium eggplants
	• 1 cup plain Greek yogurt
	• 6 tbsps. olive oil
	• Zest and juice of 1 lemon
	• Pinch of salt
	• ½ tsp. za’atar spice (more for garnish)

1.	 Prick the eggplants all over with a 
fork so that they can release steam. 

2.	 Place eggplants over a medium- 
or low-heat grill and cook for 30-
60 minutes, turning occasionally, 
until the skin is completely charred 
on the outside and the vegetable 
collapses.

3.	 Remove from the heat and set 
aside to cool until able to handle.

4.	 Scoop out the flesh of the eggplant 
and add it to a food processor with 
the yogurt, olive oil, lemon zest 
and juice, salt and za’atar. Puree 
until smooth.

5.	 Drizzle with high-quality, extra 
virgin olive oil and sprinkle with 
sumac and some za’atar.

6.	 Serve with grilled pita bread.  

LOCAL.
    JUST LIKE YOU.

KEEPING IT

For more than 140 years, we’ve worked for the 
financial success of our neighbors, helping families 

grow and businesses gain new ground. 

Switching to First National Bank 
and Trust is easy. 

Visit Us Online
bankatfirstnational.com

Stop By
16 Local Branches

Call Us
800.667.4401

ROOMS  •  CABINS  •  FREE IN ROOM COFFEE  •  GOLF AND RESTAURANT NEXT DOOR  •  HEATED POOL  •  FREE PARKING  

AIR CONDITIONING  •  REFRIGERATORS  •  MICROWAVES  •  BARBEQUE GRILLS  •  FREE WI-FI  •  FLAT SCREEN TV 

FIREPLACE & WHIRLPOOL  •  ESPN & DISNEY  •  HAIRDRYER  •  IRON  •  IRONING BOARD

OPEN YEAR ROUND • NEWLY RENOVATED
LESS THAN A 10 MINUTE WALK TO THE LAKE, RESTAURANTS AND BARS

524 Wells St., Lake Geneva • 262.248.3464 
thelakegenevalodge.com
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LAKE GENEVA  
AVANT CYCLE CAFÉ
COFFEE HOUSE  $
234 Broad St., Lake Geneva;  
262-203-5141 
avantcyclecafe.com

THE BAKER HOUSE
AMERICAN  $$-$$$  
327 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-4700
bakerhouse1885.com/restaurant

BARRIQUE BISTRO  
& WINE BAR
SPECIALTY  $-$$ 
835 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-1948
barriquewinebar.com

THE BOAT HOUSE 
BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $$ 
2062 S. Lake Shore Dr.,  
Lake Geneva; 262-812-4126
theboathouselakegeneva.com

THE BOTTLE SHOP
WINE BAR   $
617 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;  
262-348-9463
thebottleshoplakegeneva.com

CHAMPS SPORTS  
BAR AND GRILL
CASUAL  $
747 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-6008
champslakegeneva.com

COLD STONE CREAMERY
ICE CREAM  $ 
859 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-4900
coldstonecreamery.com

CONSTANT CRAVINGS
CONFECTIONS  $
152 Broad St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-8450
constantcravings.net

DRAGON CITY
ASIAN  $
98 E. Geneva Square, Lake Geneva; 
262-249-8867 

EGG HARBOR CAFÉ 
AMERICAN  $
827 Main St., Lake Geneva; 262-248-1207
eggharborcafe.com

FLAT IRON TAP
CASUAL  $-$$
150 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-4064
flatirontaplg.com

FOLEY’S BAR & GRILL
IRISH  $-$$ 
W3905 State Hwy. 50 (at Hwy. 50 
and Chapin Rd.), Lake Geneva;  
262-245-6966

GENEVA CHOPHOUSE
STEAKHOUSE  $$$  
Grand Geneva Resort, Lake Geneva; 
262-249-4788
grandgeneva.com/restaurants/
geneva-chophouse

GINO’S EAST
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
300 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-2525
ginoseast.com/lake-geneva

THE GRAND CAFÉ
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $-$$  
Grand Geneva Resort, Lake Geneva; 
262-249-4788
grandgeneva.com/restaurants/
grand-cafe

GRANDMA VICKIE’S CAFÉ
DINER  $
522 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-249-0301

THE GRANDVIEW RESTAURANT
AMERICAN  $$-$$$
N2009 S. Lake Shore Dr.,  
Lake Geneva; 262-248-5690
thegrandviewrestaurant.com

GUAC STAR 
MEXICAN  $
120 Broad St.., Lake Geneva; 
262-203-5084

HEART & SÓL CAFÉ
CASUAL  $-$$
264 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-812-4035
heartsolcafe.business.site

dining
at the lake

Apple Crumble French 
Toast at Simple in 
Lake Geneva.
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Information is subject to 
change. Please contact 
individual restaurants 
for hours of operation. 
Inclusion in this directory 
should not be considered an 
endorsement by At The Lake. 
Visit atthelakemagazine.com 
to view the full directory 
online.

Scan this QR code 
with your phone’s 
camera app to see 
our full list of Geneva 
Lake-area dining 
options.
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HILL VALLEY CHEESE  
SHOP & BAR
CASUAL  $
510-512 Broad St., Lake Geneva;  
262-684-9542
hillvalleydairy.com

HOGS & KISSES
CASUAL  $
149 Broad St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-7447
hogsandkisses.com

HOUSE OF BOGINI
CASUAL  $
152 Center St., Lake Geneva;  
262-903-8003

THE HUNT CLUB STEAKHOUSE 
AT GENEVA NATIONAL
STEAKHOUSE  $$$ 
555 Hunt Club Ct., Lake Geneva; 
262-245-7200
huntclubsteakhouse.com

INSPIRED COFFEE
COFFEE HOUSE  $
883 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;  
262-683-8604
inspiredcoffee.org

JACKSON’S HOLE
CASUAL  $
1798 Genesee St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-1995

JONI’S DINER
DINER  $
111 Wells St., Lake Geneva;  
262-348-9565
jonisdiner.com

KILWINS CHOCOLATE AND 
ICE CREAM SHOP
ICE CREAM/CONFECTIONS  $
772 W. Main St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-4400
kilwins.com/lakegeneva

LAKE-AIRE RESTAURANT
DINER  $
804 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-9913
lakeairelg.com

LAKE CITY SOCIAL
CASUAL  $$
111 Center St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-7047
lakecitysocialwi.com/lake-geneva

LAKE GENEVA PIE COMPANY
BAKERY/CAFE  $-$$
150 E. Geneva Square, Lake Geneva; 
262-248-5100
lgpie.com

LINKS BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $-$$
Grand Geneva, Lake Geneva;  
262-249-4788
grandgeneva.com/restaurants/links-
bar-grill 

LORELEI BITTNER’S BAKERY
BAKERY  $ 
495 Interchange N. (Hwy. 120), 
Lake Geneva; 262-248-2330
loreleibittnersbakery.com  

LUIS’S PIZZA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
W3410 S. Lake Shore Dr.,  
Lake Geneva; 262-248-6810
luisspizza.com

MAGPIE’S DEN & PEN
CASUAL  $$
642 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;
262-249-2302
magpieslg.com

MAMA CIMINO’S
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
131 N. Wells St., Lake Geneva;  
262-348-9077
ciminoslakegeneva.com

MEDUSA GELATERIA &  
KOUZINA
CASUAL/ICE CREAM  $
272 Broad St., Lake Geneva 
 
NEXT DOOR PUB & PIZZERIA
AMERICAN/CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
411 Interchange N. (Hwy. 120), Lake 
Geneva; 262-248-9551
nextdoorpub.com

NICHE
COFFEESHOP/WINE BAR  $-$$
715 Hunt Club Dr., Unit C,  
Lake Geneva; 262-581-6800
nichelg.com

OAKFIRE RESTAURANT  
& PIZZERIA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$ 
831 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva;  
262-812-8007
oakfire.pizza

OLYMPIC RESTAURANT
DINER  $
748 W. Main St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-6541
olympicrestaurantlakegeneva.com

POPEYE’S
CASUAL  $-$$$
811 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-4381
popeyeslkg.com

POPPY CAKES
BAKERY  $-$$ 
526 S. Wells St., Lake Geneva; 
262-729-4023
poppycakeslg.com

RISTORANTÉ BRISSAGO
ITALIAN  $$-$$$
Grand Geneva Resort and Spa,  
Lake Geneva; 262-249-4788
grandgeneva.com/restaurants/
ristorante-brissago

SABAI, SABAI
ASIAN  $$
306 Center St., Lake Geneva;  
262-812-4114 
sabaisabailakegeneva.com

SIMPLE CAFÉ
AMERICAN/BAKERY  $-$$
525 Broad St., Lake Geneva;  
262-248-3556
simplelakegeneva.com

SMOKEY’S BAR-B-QUE HOUSE 
BARBECUE  $-$$
Timber Ridge Lodge at  
Grand Geneva, State Hwy. 50,  
Lake Geneva; 262-249-3400
timberridgelodge.com/eat/smokeys

SOPRA: AN AMERICAN BISTRO
AMERICAN/FRENCH   
$$-$$$
724 Main St., Lake Geneva; 262-249-0800
soprabistro.com

SPEEDO’S HARBORSIDE CAFÉ
CASUAL  $ 
100 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-3835
speedosharborside.com 

SU-WING’S CHINESE 
RESTAURANT
ASIAN  $-$$
743 North St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-1178
suwinglg.com

TAIL FEATHERS
CASUAL  $-$$ 
Hawk’s View Golf Club, W7377 Krueger 
Rd., Lake Geneva; 262-348-9900
hawksviewgolfclub.com/clubhouse/
tail-feathers-bar-and-grill

TAQUERIA EL GALLO DEL ORO
MEXICAN  $
820 Williams St., Lake Geneva;  
262-729-4055
taquerialg.com

TOPSY TURVY BREWERY
BREWERY  $
727 Geneva St., Lake Geneva;  
262-812-8323
topsyturvybrewery.com

TURF. SMOKEHOUSE
BARBECUE  $$ 
Geneva National, Lake Geneva;  
262-245-7042
destinationgn.com/turf

TUSCAN TAVERN AND GRILL
AMERICAN/ITALIAN  $-$$
430 Broad St., Lake Geneva; 
262-248-0888
tuscanlg.com

YOGEEZE FROZEN YOGURT
FROZEN YOGURT  $ 
253 Center St., #300,  
Lake Geneva; 262-203-5550
yogeeze.com

ZAAB CORNER BISTRO
STEAK/SEAFOOD/BBQ $$-$$$
501 Broad St., Lake Geneva;
262-203-5434
zaabcornerlg.com

BURLINGTON
B.J. WENTKER’S
AMERICAN/CONTEMPORARY  
$$-$$$
230 Milwaukee Ave., Burlington; 
262-758-6112

BEIJING GARDEN
ASIAN  $
464 S. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-767-1188

THE CHARCOAL GRILL  
AND ROTISSERIE
CASUAL  $
580 Milwaukee Ave., Burlington;  
262-767-0000
charcoalgrill.com

FLIPPY’S
CASUAL  $
401 N. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-763-6754
flippysfastfood.com

FRED’S
CASUAL  $
596 N. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-763-8370
freds-burgers.com

LOS COMPADRES
MEXICAN  $
725 N. Milwaukee Ave.,  
Burlington; 262-763-6018
loscompadreswi.com

LUCKY STAR PUB AND EATERY
DINER  $-$$
864 Milwaukee Ave., Burlington;  
262-763-2155
eatatluckystar.com

NAPOLI’S RESTAURANT
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
132 N. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-763-8390
napoliburlington.com

RUSTIC ROOTS
AMERICAN  $$
597 N. Pine St., Burlington; 
262-661-4653
rusticrootsburlington.com 

THE WATERFRONT ON 
BROWN’S LAKE
STEAK/SEAFOOD/AMERICAN  $$
31100 Weiler Rd., Burlington; 
262-763-9989
waterfrontbrownslake.com

ZUMPANO’S RISTORANTE 
& PIZZERIA
ITALIAN  $-$$
180 E. Chestnut St., Burlington;  
262-767-0581
zumpanospizza.com

DARIEN
COUNTRYSIDE
CASUAL  $
W9695 U.S. Hwy. 14, Darien; 
262-882-3224

DARIEN ICE CREAM SHOPPE
ICE CREAM  $
30 W. Beloit St., Darien; 
262-882-5060

LEON’S SPORTS BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $-$$
10 N. Walworth St., Darien; 
262-724-7215
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WEST WIND DINER
DINER  $
620 N. Walworth St., Darien; 
262-882-5515

DELAVAN
1878 ON THE LAKE
AMERICAN  $$-$$$
Lake Lawn Resort, 2400 E. Geneva St. 
(State Hwy. 50), Delavan; 262-728-7950
lakelawnresort.com/dining/1878-on-
the-lake

ARANDAS MEXICAN GRILL
MEXICAN  $
322 S. 7th St., Delavan; 262-725-6518 
arandas-mexican-grill.business.site

ARCADIA BAR AND GRILL
CASUAL  $
215 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan;  
262-267-8973
arcadiabarandgrill.com

BOXED & BURLAP
COFFEE HOUSE  $
2935 State Hwy. 67 (intersection of 
highways 50 and 67), Delavan and 
230 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan;  
262-374-5497
boxedandburlap.com

CHINA GARDEN
ASIAN  $
136 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan;  
262-749-3111
chinagardendelavan.com 

CLOCK TOWER PIZZA/FRANK’S
CASUAL/ITALIAN   $
5576 State Road 50, Delavan;  
262-203-5092
clocktowerpizza.com

DELAVAN FAMILY RESTAURANT
CASUAL  $
505 S. 7th St., Delavan; 262-728-1715 

THE DUCK INN
SUPPER CLUB  $$-$$$
N6214 State Hwy. 89 (intersection 
of County Rd. A and State Hwy. 89), 
Delavan; 608-883-6988
duckinndelavan.com

ELIZABETH’S CAFE
DINER  $
322 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan;  
262-728-3383

THE END ZONE BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $
4112 Blue Gill Rd., Delavan; 262-728-2420  

FIRE2FORK
AMERICAN  $$-$$$
2484 S. County Rd. O, Delavan;  
262-725-7388
fire2fork.com

GREENIE’S CLUBHOUSE
CASUAL  $ 
At Delbrook Golf Course, 700 S.  
2nd St., Delavan; 262-728-1339 

INN BETWEEN
CASUAL  $
1522 Beckman Dr., Delavan; 262-728-9824

ISLE OF CAPRI CAFÉ
COFFEE HOUSE  $
Lake Lawn Resort, Delavan; 
262-728-7950
lakelawnresort.com/dining/isle-of-
capri-cafe

JAIME’S CAFE
CASUAL  $
239 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan; 
262-749-3107 

JO JO’S PIZZA & PASTA
CASUAL  $-$$
308 State Hwy. 50, Delavan; 
262-728-5656
jojospizzadelavan.net 

JONATHAN’S ON  
BRICK STREET
AMERICAN  $$-$$$
116 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan;  
262-725-7715
jonathansonbrickstreet.com

LA GUANAJUATO  
MEXICAN RESTAURANT
MEXICAN  $
233 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan; 
262-728-8615 

LOPEZ’S ANCHOR IN
CASUAL  $
1325 Racine St., Delavan;  
262-728-2391 

LOS AGAVES RESTAURANT
MEXICAN  $
401 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan; 
262-728-4039
losagavesmexicanfood.com 

OL’ WISCO BAR AND GRILL
CASUAL  $
328 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan;  
262-725-6000

OPUS AT THE BELFRY HOUSE
FRENCH  $$$$ 
3601 State Hwy. 67, Delavan;  
262-394-3939
dineopus.com

PAPA’S BBQ PIT STOP
BARBECUE  $-$$
502 Borg Rd., Delavan; 262-725-2389
papasbbqpitstop.com

RIGA-TONY’S
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $ 
5576 State Hwy. 50, Delavan;  
262-740-2540
rigatonysdelavan.com

SPICE OF INDIA
INDIAN  $
212 S. 7th St., Delavan; 262-728-6443

SWEET AROMA RISTORANTÉ
ITALIAN  $$-$$$
W7404 County Rd. X, Delavan; 
262-728-6878

VESUVIO’S LITTLE ITALY
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
617 E. Washington St., Delavan; 
262-740-1762
delavanpizza.com

WATERFRONT
CASUAL  $
408 State Hwy. 50, Delavan; 
262-728-4700
waterfrontdelavan.com 

YO-SHI JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT
ASIAN  $$
1823 E. Geneva St. (State Hwy. 50), 
Delavan; 262-740-2223
 

EAST TROY
2894 ON MAIN
COFFEE/CASUAL  $-$$
2894 Main St., East Troy; 262-642-9600
2894onmain.com

BARLEY’S HOPS AND MALT
CASUAL  $ 
N8720 County Rd. N., East Troy; 
262-642-7811 

DOS AMIGOS 2
MEXICAN  $
2678 E. Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-6446
dosamigos2llc.com 

EAST TROY BREWERY
BREWERY/CASUAL  $-$$
2905 Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-2670
etbrew.com 

GENOA PIZZA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
2678 E. Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-9775

GOLDEN DRAGON
ASIAN  $
2763 Main St., East Troy; 262-642-5518
goldendragoneasttroywi.com 

GUS’S DRIVE-IN
DINER  $
3131 Main St., East Troy; 262-642-3679
gussdrivein.com

J. LAUBER’S ICE CREAM  
PARLOR
ICE CREAM  $
2010 Church St., East Troy; 
262-642-3679
jlaubers.com

LD’S BBQ
BARBECUE  $-$$
2511 Main St., East Troy; 
414-610-7675
ldsbbq.com  

PRINCESS CAFÉ
DINER  $
2695 Main St., East Troy; 
262-642-5905 

ELKHORN
ALPINE BISTRO AT ALPINE 
VALLEY RESORT
AMERICAN/CONTEMPORARY  
$$-$$$
W2501 County Rd. D, Elkhorn; 
262-642-7374
alpinevalleyresort.com

ANNIE’S BURGER TOWN
CASUAL  $  
645 N. Lincoln St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-3250
anniesburgertown.com

CALABRIA FAMILY 
RESTAURANT
CASUAL  $
1 N. Lincoln St., Elkhorn; 262-723-1599 

ELK RESTAURANT
CASUAL  $
13 W. Walworth St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-4220

ENZO’S PIZZA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $ 
464 E. Geneva St., Elkhorn; 
262-379-2022

HOLI CANNOLI
ITALIAN  $-$$
N7065 U.S. Hwy. 12, Elkhorn; 
262-742-2500
holicannoli.com

LAKEHOUSE BREAKFAST 
BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $-$$
N7073 State Hwy. 12/67, Elkhorn;  
262-742-3300
lakehousebreakfastbarandgrill.
godaddysites.com 

LARDUCCI PIZZERIA
ITALIAN  $-$$
20 S. Washington St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-6668
larducci.com 

LAUDERDALE LANDING
CASUAL  $-$$ 
W5625 West Shore Dr., Elkhorn;  
262-495-8727

LEFTY’S CHICAGO-STYLE  
HOT DOGS
CASUAL  $
N7033 U.S. Hwy. 12, Elkhorn;  
262-215-8266
leftysdogs.com

LOS TRES HERMANOS
MEXICAN  $$ 
31 N. Wisconsin St. Elkhorn; 
262-379-1658
lostreshermanoswi.com

LUKE’S MARKET STREET  
ITALIAN SANDWICHES
CASUAL  $
117 W. Market St., Elkhorn; 262-723-4676

MOY’S RESTAURANT
ASIAN  $
3 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-3993
moysrestaurant.carry-out.com  

PEPPERONI PUB
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
627 S. Second St., Elkhorn; 
262-723-2222
sperinos.com/pepperoni-pub

PERKUP
COFFEE HOUSE  $
27 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 262-723-1287
perkupelkhorn.com 

food & drink  dining guide
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PIZZA ALLEY
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
30 S. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 262-723-1900 

THE PUB AT EVERGREEN  
GOLF CLUB
CASUAL  $
N6246 U.S. Hwy. 12, Elkhorn; 262-723-5722
evergreengolf.com/the-pub 

ROOTS & ROCKS
AMERICAN  $
20 S. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 262-723-8021
roots-rocks.com

SOMEPLACE ELSE
AMERICAN  $
1 W. Walworth St., Elkhorn; 262-723-3111
someplaceelserestaurant.com  

SPERINO’S
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $-$$
720 N. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn; 262-723-2222
sperinos.com  

STILLWATER COFFEE COMPANY
COFFEE HOUSE  $ 
1560 N. Country Club Pkwy., Elkhorn; 
262-723-2301
stillwatercoffeecompany.com 

FONTANA
240˚ WEST
AMERICAN/CASUAL/STEAKHOUSE   
$$-$$$ 
The Abbey Resort, 269 Fontana Blvd., 
Fontana; 262-275-9034
theabbeyresort.com/lake-geneva-
restaurants/240-west

BAR WEST
CASUAL  $-$$  
The Abbey Resort, 269 Fontana Blvd., 
Fontana; 262-275-9034
theabbeyresort.com/lake-geneva-restaurants/
bar-west

BIG FOOT MARKET
BAKERY/CAFE  $-$$
W4724 S. Lake Shore Dr., Fontana; 262-394-5888
bigfootmarkets.com

BLUE HEAVEN
ICE CREAM  $  
105 W. Main St., Fontana; 970-219-8911
blueheavenicecream.com

CAFÉ LATTE
COFFEE HOUSE  $ 
The Abbey Resort & Spa; 269 Fontana Blvd., 
Fontana; 262-275-6811
theabbeyresort.com/lake-geneva-restaurants/
cafe-latte

CHUCK’S LAKESHORE INN
CASUAL  $
352 Lake St., Fontana; 262-275-3222
chuckslakeshoreinn.com  

COFFEE MILL
COFFEE HOUSE  $
441 Mill St., Fontana; 262-275-0040
coffeemillfontana.com

GORDY’S BOAT HOUSE
CASUAL  $-$$
336 Lake Ave., Fontana; 262-275-6800
gordysboats.com

Property 
Management
you can trust

grandwelcome.com | (262) 214-6146

FREE REVENUE
PROJECTION

Our full-service program
includes:

24/7 homeowner and
guest support

Locally owned and
operated

Strategic pricing to
optimize occupancy

Guest marketing with
national reach  

Lean on us to maximize revenue 
W h y  m a n a g e  y o u r  v a c a t i o n  r e n t a l  a l o n e ?

Lake Geneva
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LITTLE BAR
PIZZA  $-$$
138 Fontana Blvd. Fontana; 262-755-0335
littlebarfontana.com

THE WATERFRONT
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $-$$
The Abbey Resort, 269 Fontana 
Blvd., Fontana; 262-275-9034
theabbeyresort.com/lake-geneva-
restaurants/the-waterfront

GENOA CITY
BROKEN SPOKE TAVERN & 
EATERY
CASUAL  $
332 Fellows Road, Genoa City;  
262-295-8535
brokenspokeeatery.com

FITZGERALD’S GENOA 
JUNCTION
CASUAL  $ 
727 Main St., Hwy. B, Genoa City; 
262-279-5200
fitzgeraldsfishboil.com

LAKE COMO
BEAN & VINE COFFEE BAR
COFFEE HOUSE  $-$$ 
The Ridge Hotel, W4240 State  
Hwy. 50, Lake Geneva; 262-249-3800
ridgelakegeneva.com/bean-vine

CRAFTED ITALIA
ITALIAN  $$-$$$
The Ridge Hotel, W4240  
State Hwy. 50, Lake Geneva;  
262-249-3832
craftedlakegeneva.com

DJ’S IN THE DRINK
CASUAL  $
W3860 Lake Shore Dr.,  
Lake Como; 262-248-8855
djsinthedrink.com

THE GETAWAY ON  
LAKE COMO
CASUAL  $-$$
4190 West End Rd., Lake Geneva; 
262-686-3456
thegetawayrestaurant.com

LEGENDS FOOD & SPIRITS
CASUAL  $
W3731 Club House Dr., 
Lake Geneva; 262-203-5474
legendsfoodandspirits.com 

MARS RESORT
STEAKHOUSE/SUPPER CLUB  
$-$$
W4098 S. Shore Drive 
(off State Hwy. 50 on Lake Como), 
Lake Geneva; 262-245-5689
mars-resort.com

PAPA’S BLUE SPRUCE
CASUAL  $
W4086 Lake Shore Dr.,  
Lake Geneva; 262-729-4126
papasbluespruce.com

LYONS
YE OLDE HOTEL BAR & 
RESTAURANT
AMERICAN  $-$$
6070 N. Railroad St., Lyons; 262-763-2701
yeoldehotel.com 

MUKWONAGO
ELEGANT FARMER
SPECIALTY  $
1545 Main St., Mukwonago; 262-363-6770
elegantfarmer.com

FORK IN THE ROAD
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $-$$
215 N. Rochester St., Mukwonago; 
262-363-7849
forkintheroadrestaurant.com 

PELL LAKE
SPOONDOGGERS BAR  
AND GRILL
CASUAL  $
N1320 S. Lake Shore Dr., Genoa City;  
262-295-8773

UPPER CRUST PIZZERIA & PUB
CASUAL  $
N1070 County Rd. H, Pell Lake;  
262-279-2233
uppercrustpizzeriapub.com

SHARON
COFFEE CUP CAFE
CASUAL  $
192 Baldwin St., Sharon; 262-736-4060

MYRT’S ICE CREAM SHOPPE
ICE CREAM  $
215  Baldwin St., Sharon; 262-736-5060

PAT’S BREW & ‘QUE
BARBECUE  $
124 North St., Sharon; 262-736-5060

TWIN LAKES
BODI’S BAKE SHOP
BAKERY  $
306 E. Main St., Twin Lakes; 
262-877-8090

THE CORNER KITCHEN
CASUAL  $
100 Lake St., Twin Lakes; 262-877-2456

MANNY’S SNACK SHACK
CASUAL  $ 
404 S. Lake Ave., Twin Lakes; 
262-877-4442

food & drink  dining guide

Chuck’s lakeshore inn

Open at 11am everyday * 352 Lake St., Fontana
2nd Floor Private Event Space For 25-50 Guests Available Seasonally 

262.275.3222 (bar) - 262.903.4432 (office/private events) 
www.chuckslakeshoreinn.com - fun@chuckslakeshoreinn.com

Keeping The Tradition   
Great Drinks, Great Food, Great Friends 

ADVERTISING 
THAT 

WORKS!

At The Lake magazine 
Advertising Sales 
Manager Deann 
Hausner can help you 
grow your business 
through a variety of 
print and digital marketing 
opportunities.  
Reach out to learn more!

atthelakemagazine.com
deann@ntmediagroup.com

262.903.9000 (cell)
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1903 WEST BAR AND GRILL
CASUAL  $
121 S. Lake Ave., Twin Lakes; 
262-877-3340

WALWORTH
10 PIN PUB
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
121 Kenosha St., Walworth; 
262-394-4300
10pinpub.com

KING DRAGON
ASIAN  $
101 Kenosha St., Walworth; 
262-275-3309
kingdragonwa.com

MEGGY MOO’S DAIRY RIPPLE
CASUAL/ICE CREAM  $
600 Kenosha St., Walworth; 
262-394-5584 

SAMMY’S ON THE SQUARE
CASUAL  $
105 Madison St., Walworth; 
262-275-3739
sammysonthesquare.com 

SIEMER’S CRUISE–IN  
BAR & GRILL
CASUAL  $
107 Kenosha St., Walworth; 262-275-9191
siemerscruisein.com

TWO SISTERS THAI  
RESTAURANT
ASIAN  $
207 N. Main St., Walworth; 
262-394-5700

WHITEWATER
841 BREW HOUSE
CASUAL  $-$$ 
841 E. Milwaukee St., Whitewater; 
262-473-8000
841brewhouse.com

BRASS RAIL
CASUAL  $
130 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-473-4038

CHINA HOUSE
ASIAN  $
1128 W. Main St., Whitewater;  
262-473-9788

GUS’ PIZZA PALACE
ITALIAN  $-$$
139 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-473-3562
guspizzapalace.com

JESSICA’S FAMILY  
RESTAURANT
DINER  $
140 W. Main St., Whitewater; 
262-473-9890

ROSA’S PIZZA
ITALIAN  $
180 W. Main St., Whitewater; 262-
472-9857
orderrosas.com 

SECOND SALEM 
BREWING COMPANY
CASUAL  $
111 W. Whitewater St., 
Whitewater; 262-473-2920
secondsalem.com

TOPPER’S PIZZA
CASUAL/ITALIAN  $
325 W. Center St., Whitewater;  
262-473-4343
toppers.com

WILLIAMS BAY
BAY COOKS
CASUAL  $
99 N. Walworth Ave., Williams Bay;  
262-607-6024
baycooksrestaurant.com

CAFÉ CALAMARI
ITALIAN  $$-$$$
10 E. Geneva St., Williams Bay;  
262-245-9665
cafecalamari.com

DIP IN THE BAY
ICE CREAM  $
105 N. Walworth Ave., Williams Bay; 
262-607-3032
dipinthebay.com

FROSTY MOOSE
ICE CREAM  $
35 W. Geneva St., Williams Bay;  
262-245-2445
thefrostymoose.com

GREEN GROCER DELI  
AND COFFEE SHOP
CAFE  $
24 W. Geneva St., Williams Bay;  
262-245-9077
greengrocergenevalake.com

HARPOON WILLIE’S PUB  
& EATERY
CASUAL  $
8 E. Geneva St., Williams Bay;  
262-245-6906
harpoonwillies.com

LUCKE’S CANTINA
MEXICAN  $
220 Elkhorn Rd., Williams Bay;  
262-245-6666
luckescantina.com 

PIER 290
AMERICAN/CASUAL  $-$$
1 Liechty Dr., Williams Bay; 
262-245-2100
pier290.com  

Enjoy Chicago’s Original Gino’s East Pizza 
in Downtown Lake Geneva

Choose between our famous 
Deep Dish or Thin Crust pizza

Huge menu of many favorites - 
sandwiches, salads, and entrees

Dine in with spectacular lake view

Perfect for catering and banquets
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150 CENTER ST.
LAKE GENEVA, WI 53147

262.812.4064

flatirontaplg.com
flatirontap@gmail.com

Local Farm to Table
Live Music Thursday Nights

Late Night Menu on Friday & Saturday

SPECIALIZING IN ITALIAN CLASSICS AND DELICIOUS STEAKS & SEAFOOD

TheTuscanTavernAndGrill.com

HOST YOUR SPECIAL OCCASION IN ONE OF OUR PRIVATE ROOMS • GLUTEN FREE MENU
WE ACCOMMODATE LARGE GROUPS



262.949.3996
mick.b@compass.com
LakeGenevaRealty.com

MICK BALESTRIERI

Mick Balestrieri is a real estate licensee affiliated with Compass, a licensed 
real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Keefe RE 
agents are now licensed with Compass.

Luxury Home Specialist

Lake | Country | Golf

“Let me help you
find your dream home...
Even if it’s not listed.”

30+ Years 
Award Winning Service

Top Lake Geneva Realtor®

Over $1/2 Billion Career Sales

$70+/- Million Sales 2021-2022

750+ Lakefront Sales
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out & about

Dog Day Afternoon
While the hot, dog days of summer may be behind us, there is still 

fun to be had in the Lake Geneva area in the cooler temps of 
autumn. It can also be a great time to travel with your canine 

companions. One recent study by vacation insurance company Allianz 
Travel found that more people are traveling with pets than ever before: 41% 
of travelers between the ages of 18 and 34, and 36% of travelers between 
the ages of 35 and 54 plan to travel with their pets this year. The Lake 

The ultimate pet-friendly 
guide to visiting the 
Geneva Lake area
BY NAT WEXLER

Pups are welcome on 
the patio at The Bottle 
Shop in downtown 
Lake Geneva.

H
O

LL
Y 

LE
IT

N
ER

Fun Diversions
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Geneva area is a perfect getaway for 
those looking to spend some quality 
time with man’s best friend, so we 
decided to put together our own guide 
to dog-friendly lodging, activities, 
restaurants, stores and veterinary 
medicine facilities in the area that will 
help you plan a “paw-some” visit.

PLACES TO STAY
	• The Ridge (Lake Geneva). This 

146-room hotel located steps 
from the shores of Lake Como 
offers amenities for humans and 
canines alike. For humans, there’s 
a fitness center, indoor and outdoor 
swimming pools, bar trivia, live 
music on the weekend and multiple 
dining venues. Canine companions 
are welcome at the resort as long as 
you register them before arriving. A 
flat fee of $75 per dog will be added 
to the reservation. The Ridge offers 
guests traveling with their pet a 
Dog Guidelines pamphlet, which 
outlines designated dog-walking 
areas on the resort property.

	• Maxwell Mansion (Lake Geneva). A 
historic-mansion-turned-boutique-
hotel located in downtown Lake 
Geneva and within walking distance 
of Geneva Lake, Maxwell Mansion 
features a pool, multiple bars 
(including a speakeasy) and live 
music. There are several room types 
available, some of which allow dogs 
under 50 pounds. The $55-per-night 
pet fee (which is waived in the case 
of an ADA-identified service dog) 

includes a special gift and other 
goodies for your dog, to make their 
stay as comfortable as possible.

	• The Downtowner (Lake Geneva). 
This large vacation home is located 
in the heart of downtown Lake 
Geneva. With 9 bedrooms and 7½ 
baths, the house can accommodate 
up to 20 people. There is even a 
full, state-of-the-art kitchen. The 
eclectic interior is decorated using 
flea market finds, industrial design 
and other creative elements. Guests 
can have one dog under 50 pounds 
staying with them, but their pet 
must be cleared before arrival. 

	• Big Foot Beach State Park (Lake 
Geneva). For those looking for a 
more rustic outing with their pooch, 
Big Foot Beach State Park offers 100 

campsites on 
its property 
just outside of 
downtown Lake 
Geneva. Enjoy hiking 
trails, picnic areas, a fishing lagoon, 
a playground and a small beach. 
Campsites include fire rings and 
picnic tables; there’s also a shower 
building, toilets, and a dump station 
on the property. Visitors need a 
vehicle admission sticker to enter 
the park; campsite reservations can 
be made online. Pets are permitted 
in most areas of the park if they are 
always on a leash that is less than 8 
feet long. Big Foot Beach State Park 
has a designated pet picnic area; this 
is the only picnic area where pets 
are allowed. 

	• Lollipups Pet Resort (Delavan). If 
you want to bring your four-legged 
friend on vacation but need to 
board them for a portion of your 
stay, arrange for a stay at Lollipups 
Pet Resort just north of Williams 
Bay. The aesthetically pleasing 
facility offers a playroom, exercise 
yards and grooming. Dogs can be 
dropped off for the day or can stay 
overnight. 

ACTIVITIES 
	• Hike the Shore Path. One of the 

most popular tourist activities in the 
area, the Geneva Lake Shore Path is 
a roughly 22-mile walking path that 
encircles Geneva Lake. You can hike 

out & about  pet-friendly activities
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The Ridge is one local 
pet-friendly lodging 
option if you’re 
traveling with Fido.

Lake Geneva’s Maxwell 
Mansion offers some 
rooms that welcome 
dogs up to 50 pounds.
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the path in portions or in full; hiking 
the whole path takes approximately 
8-10 hours to complete. (Pick up At 
The Lake’s new Geneva Lake Shore 
Path Guide for maps, tips and points 
of interest along the route.) Dogs 
are welcome on the path but must 
always stay on a leash and be picked 
up after. Remember that while the 
path itself is open to the public, the 
land on either side of the path is 
private property. Exercise caution 
and respect for homeowners.

	• Hiking at Lake Geneva Ziplines 
and Adventures (Lake Geneva). 
Lake Geneva Ziplines and 
Adventures offers a variety of 
adventure activities, from a ropes 
course and zipline to biking and 
hiking trails. Dogs can accompany 
their humans on the hiking trails if 
they stay on a leash and are picked 
up after. 

	• Play time at the White River Dog 
Park (Lake Geneva). There are 
several local dog parks in the area, 
including options in Williams Bay, 
Linn Township and Delavan. In 
Lake Geneva, the White River Dog 
Park is a fully fenced-in dog park 
just two blocks from the heart of 
downtown. Here, your dog can 
let loose and run to their heart’s 
content. The park is located across 
from the Lake Geneva Skatepark 
and behind Eastview Elementary 
School. In addition to the 
recreation space, the park offers 

water fountains, benches and pet 
waste stations. 

	• Outdoor Fall Festival Fun. Fall in 
the Lake Geneva area means there 
are several Oktoberfests, craft 
festivals and farmers markets to 
enjoy. Many of these outdoor events 
welcome your four-legged friends. 
Make sure to check the event’s 
website for guidelines regarding 
pets.

out & about  pet-friendly activities
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	• Getting on (or in) the water. 
There are a handful of spots around 
the lake with dog-friendly swim 
areas, including the area outside 
the swim buoys at Big Foot Beach, 
the area near the kayak storage 
on the west end of Lake Geneva’s 
Library Park and the area in front 
of the footbridge west of Williams 
Bay’s Edgewater Park. Kayaking and 
paddleboarding (and even wake 
surfing!) are popular activities to 
share with your furry friends as well. 

BARS, BEER GARDENS AND 
RESTAURANTS 
Many restaurants in the Lake Geneva 
area allow dogs on leashes to dine 
outside with their humans. Since fall 
weather in the Midwest can be very 
unpredictable, it’s best to call the 
restaurant before coming in to ensure 
the outdoor seating area is open. Here 
are a couple of spots to enjoy.

	• The Bottle Shop (Lake Geneva). 
The Bottle Shop is a wine bar and 
retail shop located in downtown 
Lake Geneva that offers an 
impressive selection of wines, beers, 
sodas, spirits and snacks. Dogs are 
welcome at the shop and can join 
their humans by snacking on treats 
and sipping on water the shop 
provides. 

	• Topsy Turvy Brewery (Lake 
Geneva). Topsy Turvy Brewery 

offers live music, an 
outdoor beer garden, 
multiple craft beers 
and “guest taps” from 
other breweries. Dogs 
are welcome to hang out 
with their humans on the outdoor 
patio (only service animals are 
allowed inside the brewery).

And of course, if there is a restaurant 
you want to try but it doesn’t allow 
pets, you can always get takeout and 
head back to your accommodations or 
find a pet-friendly picnic area.

ODDS & ENDS
Forget something? If you need to pick 
up a few more supplies for Fido, there 
are a handful of pet-specialty stores in 
the area that you can visit for toys, dog 
food and other miscellaneous odds 
and ends. 

	• The Pet Gourmet (Walworth) 
	• Paws For Treats (Lake Geneva) 
	• The Bark Market (Delavan) 

VETERINARIANS
In the case of an emergency, there 

are several veterinary facilities 
in the area that offer high-

quality care for your dog, 
though be aware that 
the closest 24-hour 
emergency vets are in 
Waukesha, Kenosha or 
Crystal Lake, Illinois, all 

about a 45-minute drive 
away. For local vets during 

regular business hours, try:

	• Geneva Lakes Animal Hospital 
(Walworth)

	• Lake Geneva Animal Hospital (Lake 
Geneva)

	• Veterinary Medical Services 
Corporation (Lake Geneva)

	• Lake Geneva Veterinary Clinic 
(Lake Geneva)  

out & about  pet-friendly activities
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As summer turns into fall, some of 
the corn that has spent all summer 

growing gets to express its creative 
side: as a pixel in the picture known 
as a corn maze. One of the area’s most 
prominent and artful corn mazes 
can be found at Pearce’s Farm Stand, 
located in Walworth. Pearce’s Farm 
Stand has been a staple in the area for 
generations, selling fruits, vegetables, 
baked goods, popcorn and jams, among 
other treats. But Pearce’s doesn’t just 
sell their locally beloved, homegrown 
corn; they also use it as the building 
blocks for their popular corn maze. 

Bob Pearce Jr. came up with the idea for 
a corn maze roughly a decade ago when 
the family was looking for an extra 
attraction to add to the farm. Before 
that, they had added a haunted house in 
the fall that featured a haunted hayride 
going through a smaller corn maze. The 
haunted hayride was eventually moved 
to a wooded area, and the current 
iteration of the corn maze was born. 

Before the maze can take shape, 
corn is planted in the spring on a 
mathematical grid system. Once the 
design is mapped out, an outside 
company is hired to indicate which 
plants need to be removed in order to 
bring the design to life, like a sculptor 
working with the medium of growing 
corn. Past designs have included 
a corn portrait of the founders of 
Pearce’s Farm Stand, a nod to the 
Alice in Dairyland competition and a 
Culver’s-themed maze, among others. 
Pearce says that this year, the maze 
will feature Ford cars. 

The timing of the maze being open is 
unique to each growing season, but 
usually happens at the end of August 
or the beginning of September and 
runs until Halloween. For the corn 
maze’s exact dates and pricing, 
along with more information about 
fall festivals at Pearce’s, visit their 
website or check their Facebook 
page.  

A look behind the scenes 
at the Pearce’s Farm Stand 
corn maze 
BY NAT WEXLER

out & about  fall fun

A-MAZE-ING
FALL FUN
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W2795 Krueger Rd., Lake Geneva, WI 53147
www.bandjlandscape.com • 262-248-3653 • office@bandjtree.com 

Landscape design and installation ~  Lawn Management  ~  Retaining Walls Landscape design and installation ~  Lawn Management  ~  Retaining Walls 
Stone and Brick Patios and Driveways  ~  Tree Service with Certified Arborist Stone and Brick Patios and Driveways  ~  Tree Service with Certified Arborist 

Residential and Commercial Snow Removal  ~  Landscape LightingResidential and Commercial Snow Removal  ~  Landscape Lighting
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As you’re driving through Walworth 
County to admire the foliage and 
architecture this autumn, you might 
spot (or seek out) some fun, kitschy 
roadside attractions along the way. 
Here are a few of our favorites.

FONTANA C. FROG, 
FONTANA  
Fontana C. Frog is Fontana’s 
unofficial mascot. The massive  
14-foot frog has welcomed visitors 
to Fontana for over 55 years, 
when it was built as part of a 
miniature golf course. Today, the 
frog is lovingly maintained by 
the owners of Nick’s Upholstery 
and Lake Home Living next door, 
where you can purchase souvenirs 
commemorating your visit.

CIRCUS 
COLONY 
STATUES, 
DELAVAN
Delavan has a 
fascinating circus 
history dating 
back to 1847 
when it began 
serving as the 
winter haven for 

the Mabie Brothers’ circus. 
Eventually, 26 different circus 
companies would call the area 
home, earning it the nickname 
“Circus Capital of the World.” This 
history is commemorated with a 
downtown mural and three massive 
circus statues in Tower Park: a 
clown, a giraffe and Romeo the 
Elephant, remembered today for 
his murderous rampages that killed 
five of his handlers.

WALWORTH COUNTY 
FAIRGROUNDS ANIMAL 
STATUES, ELKHORN
The Walworth County Fair dates 
to 1849 and remains the largest 
county fair in the state in terms of 
participation and attendance. With 
over 1,500 registered exhibitors, 
the Walworth County Fair exceeds 
even the Wisconsin State Fair in 
terms of livestock and agriculture 
exhibits. To commemorate this 

achievement, the sign at the 
entrance to the Fairgrounds is 
surrounded by statues of cute farm 
animals, providing a kitschy photo 
op to road trippers.

ANDY GUMP STATUE,  
LAKE GENEVA
Andy Gump was 
a wildly popular 
character in “The 
Gumps,” an early 
20th-century 
comic strip drawn 
by Sidney Smith, a 
cartoonist. Smith 
spent his summers 
in Lake Geneva, 
owning two different houses on the 
lake from 1922 to 1935. As a gift to 
commemorate the national success 
of Smith’s comic strip, his editors at 
the Tribune sent a statue of Andy 
Gump to Smith’s Lake Geneva 
property. The figure was relocated 
to Lake Geneva’s Flat Iron Park 
after Smith died in a car accident 
in 1935, and it has since become 
a Lake Geneva icon. The current 
statue is a replica; the original was 
destroyed by vandalism in the 
1960s.  

out & about  public sculptures

Find the perfect photo 
op this fall with these fun 
local statues
 
BY NAT WEXLER

Roadside 
Kitsch
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A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. 

MARK 
LARKIN

262.853.5576
MLarkin@StarckRE.com

Beautiful lot on Lake Geneva with 160 feet of 
lake frontage and spectacular views. 

N2017 S Lakeshore Dr, Lake Geneva
Listed at $3.5 million

Premier 6 bed, 6 bath home located in a little 
slice of heaven in the heart of downtown.

930 Geneva St, Lake Geneva
Listed at $2.95 million

Located in the highly desirable Country Club 
Estates has room for all your family & friends.

1023 Sauganash Dr, Fontana
Listed at $849,900

EXC EP T I ONA L SER V I C E
OUT STA ND I NG R ESULT S

Navigate the real estate market with a local expert!

We are your go-to vacation rental management and real estate sales team!
One Great Team. Two Outstanding Services.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. 

Portside-rentals.com
262.204.7437

Starboard-group.com
262.204.7343
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• Great for watching TV, working or reading in bed
• Reduces snoring & acid reflux effects
• Alleviates lower back, knee & leg pain
• Aids in circulation

Adjustable Bed Bases
$399**

**With Verlo mattress purchase. See store for details.

Twin XL 
Starting at

SLEEP. LOUNGE. WHATEVER. BETTER.

 

SAVE UP TO
$100 OFF

v3 Set Purchase*

v3 Mattress Collection
 

v5 Mattress Collection

SAVE UP TO
$150 OFF

v5 Set Purchase*

CUT OUT THE
MIDDLEMAN
MATTRESS SAVINGS!

*On set purchase with factory select covers. Not applicable on previous purchases. One coupon per set purchase.

 
v7 Mattress Collection

SAVE UP TO
$200 OFF

v7 Set Purchase*

 
v9 Mattress Collection

SAVE UP TO
$250 OFF

v9 Set Purchase*

 
v11 Mattress Collection

SAVE UP TO
$300 OFF

v11 Set Purchase*

McHENRY
3710 West Elm St. • 815.578.8375

CRYSTAL LAKE
5150 North West Hwy • 815.455.2570

LAKE GENEVA
2462 Hwy 120 • 262.249.0420

verlo.com
800.224.VERLO

Because we build your mattress locally, 
we cut out the middleman mark up 
and build you a better mattress for 

less. After you select the comfort level 
and construction that fits your needs, 
we build it and deliver it to your home 

wthout anyone else touching. 
That’s true

FACTORY DIRECT!

for continuously voting us
One of the Best

Mattress Stores

Thank 
You

12x14’ Overhead Doors | Heated | 3 Phase Electric
20x35 & 20x45 sq. ft. Units Available
Perfect for Cars, RVs & Boats

UNITS FOR RENT

ALL THE CONVENIENCE 
AND SECURITY YOU NEED

PERFECT FOR BUSINESS OWNERS 
WHO HAVE OUTGROWN THE 
KITCHEN TABLE! 

11x11’ or 12x12’ Overhead Doors 
200 amp, 120,208 Panel | 3 Phase Electric
1,440 - 7,900 sq. ft. Warehouse  
Office and Private Bath
Floor Drain and Work Sink

OFFICE WAREHOUSES

262-299-8088
WILLOWBENDSERVICEPARK.COM 

1916 Hobbs Drive, Delavan

1830 Hobbs Drive, Delavan

RESERVE YOURS TODAY!
262-275-0150  ·  AMINI-STORAGE.COM 
EASY ACCESS TO EXPRESSWAY
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events
at the lake

A celebration of the autumn harvest season at this popular local farm stand. Featuring live polka music, a corn maze (see page 119), 
wagon rides, hay bale jumping, fall treats and fun seasonal activities. 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., W5740 N. Walworth Rd., Walworth. 

SEPT. 30-OCT. 1

OCT. 6-21
Troves of supernatural tales brought to the state 
over the generations come to life. Old World 
Wisconsin, Eagle. For tickets, visit  
oldworldwisconsin.wisconsinhistory.org.

NOV. 18
Sip, stroll and shop your way through downtown Delavan while  
tasting wines. 3:30-7:30 p.m.; for tickets, visit delavanwi.org. 

PEARCE’S OCTOBERFEST

LEGENDS AND LORE

DOWNTOWN DELAVAN  
HOLIDAY WINE WALK
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out & about  calendar of events

ONGOING EVENTS: 
FARMERS’ MARKETS
BURLINGTON:
Thursdays, 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. through  
Oct. 27. Wemhoff Square, 
Burlington; (262) 210-6360 or 
burlingtonwifarmersmarket.com.

DELAVAN’S FRESH MARKET: 
Thursdays, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. through  
Sept. 14. Historic Downtown Delavan’s 
newly renovated Tower Park;  
(262) 728-5095 or visitdelavan.com

ELKHORN: 
Saturdays on the Square, featuring local 
handmade products, fresh, locally grown 
produce and food vendors. Saturdays,  
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. through Sept. 3. Veteran’s 
Park, Elkhorn; elkhornchamber.com.

GENEVA OUTDOOR MARKET: 
Farm-fresh produce and handcrafted  
gifts and crafts. Saturdays, 9 a.m. to  
1 p.m. through Oct. 1. 3252 County 
Road H, Lake Geneva. (262) 215-6139 or 
genevaoutdoormarket.com.

GENOA CITY FARMERS MARKET:  
Fridays, 3-7 p.m. through Oct. 20. 
Veterans Park, 700 Fellows Rd.,  
Genoa City; (262) 279-6472.

LAKE GENEVA FARMERS’ MARKET: 
Local farmers and vendors offer produce, 
flowers and goods. Thursdays, 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. through Oct. 27. Horticultural Hall; 
(262) 745-9341 or horticulturalhall.com.

WHITEWATER CITY MARKET: 
Tuesdays, 4-7 p.m. through Oct. 27. 
Historic Train Depot, Whitewater; 
downtownwhitewater.com.

WILLIAMS BAY FARMERS’ MARKET: 
Fridays, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. through  
Sept. 9. Edgewater Park; (262) 475-6333.

WOODSTOCK FARMERS’ MARKET: 
A producers-only market, everything 
available for sale is grown or produced 
directly by the vendor. Tuesdays,  
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.; and Saturdays, 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. through Oct. 22. Historic 
Woodstock Square, Woodstock, Ill.; 
woodstockfarmersmarket.org.

AUG. 25-27
MAXWELL STREET DAYS
Sales, food and crafts in downtown Lake 
Geneva. Visit streetsoflakegeneva.com for 
more info.

AUG. 30-SEPT. 4
WALWORTH COUNTY FAIR
One of the largest county fairs in 
Wisconsin. Live music, demolition  
derby, carnival midway and 
livestock exhibits. Walworth County 
Fairgrounds, Elkhorn; (262) 723-3288 or 
walworthcountyfair.com.

SEPT. 3
LABOR DAY WEEKEND PIG ROAST
Featuring live music and a cash bar.  
4:30-7 p.m.; Lake Lawn Resort,  
2400 E. Geneva St., Delavan. Visit 
lakelawnresort.com for more info.

SEPT. 8
GUIDED NATURE HIKE
Join members of the Geneva Lake 
Conservancy for a guided nature hike.  
9 a.m., Wallace E. Zabler Nature Preserve, 
Burlington; genevalakeconservancy.com.

SEPT. 8-10
DARIEN CORNFEST
A community-wide celebration of the 
super starch featuring fireworks, a parade 
and live music throughout downtown 
Darien. Visit dariencornfest.us.

SEPT. 9
27TH ANNUAL FAT TIRE RIDE  
OF LAKE GENEVA
This 21.5-mile bike ride over paved roads 
around Geneva Lake and Lake Como 
supports local charities. The route begins 
at Champs Sports Bar & Grill or The 
Ridge and ends with a pig roast for all 
participants. To register, visit fattireride.com.

SEPT. 9-10
PIONEER CEMETERY WALKING TOUR
A walking tour of Lake Geneva’s  
historic Pioneer Cemetery. Tours run 
every 15 minutes from 1-3:15 p.m.  
1116 Dodge St., Lake Geneva; for  
tickets, call (262) 248-1888 or visit  
blackpointestate.wisconsinhistory.org.

SEPT. 9-OCT. 22
AUTUMN HARVEST FESTIVAL  
AT THE ELEGANT FARMER
Saturdays and Sundays only, enjoy 
hayrides, pony rides or a trip on the 
East Troy Railroad while sampling fall 
treats. Elegant Farmer, 1545 W. Main St., 
Mukwonago; visit elegantfarmer.com.

SEPT. 10
MALT HOUSE SIP ‘N SIT  
CONCERT SERIES
Enjoy live music performed in an intimate 
venue. Malt House Theater, Burlington; 
(262) 763-9873 or thehaylofters.com. C
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Ride a vintage train at the 
Elegant Farmer’s Autumn 
Harvest Festival in Mukwonago.

The midway at the 
Walworth County Fair in 
Elkhorn features rides, 
games and food stands.
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SEPT. 11
LADIES’ DAY LUNCHEON
Geneva Lakes Women’s Association’s 
annual luncheon featuring a silent auction 
and raffle, followed by “purse-onality” 
Deb DiSandro. Geneva National,  
1221 Geneva National Ave., Lake Geneva; 
for tickets, visit glwa.net.

SEPT. 13, 28
BECOME A BREWER WORKSHOP
Become a brewer for a day in this 
immersive experience. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Old 
World Wisconsin, Eagle. For tickets, visit 
oldworldwisconsin.wisconsinhistory.org.

SEPT. 16
DELAVAN SCARECROW FEST
Scarecrow building, pumpkin decorating, 
food and live music from the Gebel Girls. 
Throughout downtown Delavan. 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. For more info, visitdelavan.com.

SEPT. 16
FONTANA TRIATHLON ON  
GENEVA LAKE
Event will consist of the sprint, sprint 
relay, Olympic and Olympic relay races. 
Fontana Beach, Fontana; for information, 
visit fontanatriathlon.com.

SEPT. 16
SHAUN JOHNSON & THE  
BIG BAND EXPERIENCE
Enjoy a performance by an award-winning 
crooner singing vocal jazz and swing with 
a contemporary punch. 7 p.m. Big Foot 
Auditorium, Walworth. For tickets, visit  
bigfootfinearts.org or call (262) 275-2117.

SEPT. 16
WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S
Raising awareness and funds to enhance 
Alzheimer’s care and support. Registration 
begins at 8:30 a.m., ceremony at 9:40 a.m., 
walk begins at 10 a.m. Library Park,  
Lake Geneva; (414) 775-7583 or act.alz.org.

SEPT. 17
DISCOVER WHITEWATER 5K  
AND HALF MARATHON
Highlighting downtown Whitewater,  
the course begins at Whitewater High  
School and continues through the  
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater  
campus and Fairhaven’s Prairie Village, 
among other locations. To register, visit 
runwhitewater.com.

SEPT. 17
GENEVA LAKE MUSEUM SEVENTH 
ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
Hawk’s View Golf Club, Lake Geneva. 
Charity golf outing, luncheon and silent 
auction benefiting the local museum. 
(262) 248-6060 or genevalakemuseum.org.

SEPT. 17
PEARCE’S FARM STAND  
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY  
AND SWEET CORN FEST
Featuring fall treats and activities. 9 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., W5740 N. Walworth Rd., 
Walworth.

SEPT. 23
AN EVENING WITH 
AGATHA CHRISTIE
Local historian Chris Brookes brings the 
best-selling author of all time, Agatha 
Christie, back to life for an intimate 
evening of mystery and conversation. 
6-7:30 p.m. Black Point Estate & Gardens, 
W4270 Southland Rd., Lake Geneva; call 
(262) 248-1888 for tickets.

SEPT. 23
PEARCE’S FARM STAND FALL  
CAR & TRACTOR SHOW
Featuring classic cars and farm 
equipment, plus live music from the 
Gebel Girls. 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,  
W5740 N. Walworth Rd., Walworth.

SEPT. 24
ELKHORN ANTIQUE FLEA MARKET
Over 500 dealers both inside and outside. 

Free parking, $5 admission. Opens at  
7 a.m. Walworth County Fairgrounds,  
411 E. Court St., Elkhorn; 
walworthcountyfair.com. 

SEPT. 23-24
ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC BOAT SHOW
Showcasing antique and classic wooden 
boats on display. Free admission and 
parkig. Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;  
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Abbey Marina, 
269 Fontana Blvd., Fontana; lgboatshow.com. 

OCT. 6, 13, 20
SPIRITUALISM IN THE  
VICTORIAN ERA
Get a behind-the-scenes tour of Black 
Point Estate, enjoy a tasty cordial and 
hear stories of paranormal proclivity and 
the history of Victorian spiritualism at 
this 2-hour event. 7-8:30 p.m. Black Point 
Estate and Gardens, Lake Geneva; for 
tickets, call (262) 248-1888 or visit  
blackpointestate.wisconsinhistory.org.

OCT. 6-8
FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL AT  
LAKE LAWN RESORT
Enjoy pumpkin painting, wagon rides, food 
and activities for the whole family. Lake 
Lawn Resort, 2400 E. Geneva St., Delavan. 
Visit lakelawnresort.com for more info. 

out & about  calendar of events
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Elkhorn’s Oktoberfest 
features a wide selection 
of local beers.

Shaun Johnson & the Big 
Band Experience perform 
Sept. 16 at Big Foot High 
School in Walworth.
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OCT. 6-8
LAKE GENEVA OKTOBERFEST
Family fall festival includes music, food, 
craft booths, restaurant and shopping 
specials, wagon hayrides, pony rides 
and more. Flat Iron Park, Lake Geneva; 
streetsoflakegeneva.com/events for more info.

OCT. 7
ELKHORN HOLIDAY CRAFT BASH
Indoor and outdoor spaces will feature 
a wide variety of vendors, plus food and 
beverage options. Walworth County 
Fairgrounds, 411 E. Court St., Elkhorn; 
walworthcountyfair.com. 

OCT. 7
ROAD RALLY AND PICNIC WITH  
THE GENEVA LAKE CONSERVANCY
Fourth annual fundraiser biking 
event touring protected areas. Visit 
genevalakeconservancy.com.

OCT. 7-8
PEARCE’S FARM STAND  
PUMPKIN FEST
Featuring live music, a corn maze, hay 
bale jumping, plus pumpkin activities  
and fall treats. 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,  
W5740 N. Walworth Rd., Walworth.

OCT. 7, 14
OAK HILL CEMETERY WALKING TOUR
A 90-minute walking tour of Lake 
Geneva’s historic Oak Hill Cemetery. 
5-6:30 p.m. 1101 Cemetery Rd., Lake 
Geneva; for tickets, call (262) 248-1888 or 
visit blackpointestate.wisconsinhistory.org.

OCT. 7, 14, 21
SORDID AND SCANDALOUS 
HISTORIC WALKING TOUR
A 90-minute walking tour of Lake 
Geneva’s historic downtown and Maple 
Park neighborhood focusing on mysteries 
and scandals. 11 a.m., meet at the Riviera 
building, Lake Geneva; for tickets,  
call (262) 248-1888 or visit  
blackpointestate.wisconsinhistory.org.

OCT. 19-29
“CLUE”
The beloved board game becomes a 
whodunnit performed by the Haylofters. 
Malt House Theater, Burlington;  
(262) 763-9873 or thehaylofters.com.

253 Broad Street | Lake Geneva, Wisconsin | 262.248. 7 700 | haberdapper.com

Carrying the finest in men’s clothing and accessories.

P E T E R  M I L L A R  |  J O H N N I E - O  |  S O U T H E R N  T I D E  |  T O M M Y  B A H A M A  |  3 4  H E R I T A G E  |  S T O N E  R O S E

Where will you go next...

262.279.3638
W632 Hafs Road, Genoa City WI 53128 • www.hafsroadorchard.com

Open Labor Day - Thanksgiving 

HAFS ROAD ORCHARD
Honeycrisp & 45 other apple varieties • Fresh sweet cider • Honeycrisp caramel apples • Pumpkins
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OCT. 20-29
“REEFER MADNESS, THE MUSICAL” 
Enjoy the campy stage adaptation of 
the cult classic movie, performed by 
the Lakeland Players. Walworth County 
Performing Arts Center, Elkhorn. For 
tickets, call (262) 728-5578 or visit 
lakeland-players.org.

OCT. 21
DOWNTOWN DELAVAN BREW WALK
Sip, stroll, and shop your way through 
downtown Delavan while tasting beers. 
Halloween costumes highly encouraged. 
3:30-7:30 p.m.; for tickets, visit delavanwi.org. 

OCT. 21
ELKHORN OKTOBERFEST
Walk around the downtown square to see 
more than 100 crafters and vendors, plus 
a classic car show, beer/wine tasting and 
a 2M-5K Run. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., throughout 
Elkhorn. Visit elkhornchamber.com.

OCT. 21
TOWN OF DELAVAN OKTOBERFEST
Celebrate the harvest season with 
German food, music and family fun. Noon 
to 6 p.m., Waters Edge, 1220 South Shore 
Dr., Delavan; visit townofdelavan.com.

OCT. 29
WISCONSIN BEER RUN
A 5K run, walk and jog for all ages.  
After the race, head over to the Old World 
Wisconsin Brewhouse for a free beer, 
food and a final look at this new addition 
before it closes for the season. 3-6 p.m., 
Old World Wisconsin, Eagle. To register, 
visit runsignup.com/wiscobeerrun.

NOV. 4-11
HISTORIC APPRENTICE WORKSHOP
Learn blacksmithing, wool spinning  
and historic cooking/baking at these 
hands-on workshops with trained  
historic interpreters. Old World 
Wisconsin, Eagle. For tickets, visit 
oldworldwisconsin.wisconsinhistory.org.

NOV. 11
THE LOONEY LUTHERANS
Enjoy a performance of wacky, family 
friendly music and fun. 7 p.m. Big Foot 
Auditorium, Walworth. For tickets, visit 
bigfootfinearts.org or call (262) 275-2117.

LAKE GENEVA WINDOW & DOOR

202 N. ELKHORN RD. WILLIAMS BAY, WI 53191
262-245-6023 LAKEGENEVAWINDOWANDDOOR.COM

REPLACEMENT

SISTER
COMPANY

OF 
ACKMAN 

GLASS
&

MIRROR

WINDOWS
&

DOORS

FREE
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Lake Geneva Paint Pros Offering Lower Prices 
Interior • Exterior • Residential • Commercial

Call for Snow Removal! 262.949.2260
LakeGenevaPaintPros@yahoo.com |lakegenevapaintpros.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK FOR PROJECT PHOTOS, OFFERS AND MORE!

SERVING THE LAKES AREA, SE WI AND NE IL FOR OVER 16 YEARS.

LAKE GENEVALAKE GENEVA

PAINT PROSPAINT PROS
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Scan this QR code with your 
phone’s camera app to view 
more autumn events in the 
Geneva Lake area.

While we do our best to ensure a 
comprehensive, accurate listing of  
events, we recommend that you  
contact each event host ahead of time. 
If you’d like to include an event in our 
upcoming calendar, please email  
anne@ntmediagroup.com or submit it  
via our website: atthelakemagazine.com/ 
submit-an-event. Submission deadline 
for the winter issue is Oct. 1. 

out & about  calendar of events

NOV. 17
JINGLE AND MINGLE  
HOLIDAY KICKOFF
Lake Geneva’s downtown stores will 
have treats, music and holiday offerings. 
Throughout downtown Lake Geneva.

NOV. 24 – DEC. 31
SANTA CRUISE
Embark on a magical Christmas  
cruise to Santa’s North Pole Hideaway. 
Along your lake tour, enjoy the 
twinkling lights and displays along  
the shoreline of Geneva Lake.  
Cruises run every evening with  
the exception of Dec. 24 and Dec. 25. 
Lake Geneva Cruise Line,  
Gage Marine Winter Harbor,  
Williams Bay; (262) 248-6206 or  
santacruiselakegeneva.com.

NOV. 26-27, DEC. 3-4, 10-11, 17-18
CHRISTMAS TRAIN
Enjoy a trip aboard a vintage trolley or 
train from the East Troy Depot to the 
Elegant Farmer, where kids can visit 
Santa and take a photo. Evening trains 
include cookies and hot cocoa, as well 
as beer and wine options for adults. 
Trips leave from the East Troy Railroad. 
Day trips and evening trips available. 
Online advanced reservations required; 
visit easttroyrr.org.

Shop the stores of 
downtown Lake Geneva 
during the Jingle and 
Mingle Holiday Kickoff.
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life at the lake

photo by holly leitner

“The world grows 
bigger as the 

light leaves it.”
 — Beryl Markham
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